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To  the  Honourable 


Sir  George  Lyttelton,  Baronet, 

One  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  His 
Majesty's  Treafiiry,  &c. 


S  I  R, 

THE  original  of  the  following  work 
having  been  held  in  great  efteem  by 
the  late  Mf0  JDryden  and  Mr.  Pope, 
and  your  judging  it  alfo  highly  worthy 
of  appearing  in  our  language,  emboldens  me  to 
prefix  your  name  to  this  tranflation. 

I  am  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  I  labour  under, 
in  fixing  on  a  patron  of  fuch  exquifite  tafte,  and 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  beauties  of  the  ori- 
ginal \  but  your  candour  and  humanity  will,  I 
hope,  jlead  for  fome  indulgence  to  a  fir  ft  at- 
tempt.^ 

However, though  Osorius  may  not  now  make 
fo  graceful  and  majeftic  a  figure  as  in  his  Roman 
garb,  yet  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  ftill  know  him, 
and  receive  him  into  your  protection. 

He 


DEDICATION. 

He  has  too  long  remained  buried  in  obfcuritjr, 
or  at  leaft  known  to  a  very  few  5  but  as  he  now 
appears  in  an  Englifh  drefs,  with  the  advantage 
of  being  recommended  by  fo  good  a  judge,  I  am 
perfuaded  that  all  who  pretend  to  Tafte  will  bt 
fond  of  being  acquainted  with  him. 

I  might  now,  Sir,  as  a  dedicator,  afiiime  the 
part  of  a  panegyrift  5  and  difplay  a  character  which 
would  appear  truly  great  and  amiable :  but  I  will 
deny  myfelf  that  fatisfa&ion,  rather  than  offer  the 
leaft  violence  to  your  delicacy ;  efpecially  feeing 
you  need  only  look  into  your  own  breaft,  where 
you  will  find  nothing  but  what  will  give  you  the 
jnoft  rational  pleafure. 


I  am,    SI  J> 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 


j 


ames  Gibbs, 
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BOOK     I* 

ALTHO'  I  am  of  opinion,  mod  holy  prince, 
that  nothing  contributes  more  than  hiftory  to 
convey  a  ufeful  knowledge*  or  to  raife  a  noble 
emulation  in  the  human  bread;  that  nothing  tends 
more  to  the  common  weal,  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
nothing  furnifhes  the  mind  with  a  more  rational  and 
agreeable  entertainment  •,  yet,  notwithstanding  all  thefe 
inducements,  and  thefe  too  (trengpkened  by  the  felici- 
tations of  my  friends,  who  have^often  importuned  me 
to  write  a  latin  hiftory  of  our  people*  I  was,  however* 
not  a  little  averfe  to  the  engaging  in  fuch  a  work.  I 
had  feveral  reafons  to  difTuade  me  from  an  undertaking 
of  this  kind  ;  but  thefe  two  chiefly  deterred  me  i  Firft, 
the  difficulty  which,  as  a  hiftorian,  I  fhould  find  in 
gaining  credit  to  my  relation ;  which,  if  I  could  not 
attain,  I  mould  lie  under  the  imputation  of  falfefhood 
and  mifreprefentation.  Secondly*  the  danger  which  I 
muft  inevitably  run  into  of  giving  offence;  for  if  I 
happened  not  altogether  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  the 
ambitious,  1  faw  plainly  what  a  ftorm  of  hatred  and 
ill-will  would  be  raifed  againfb  me.  Moreover,  fuch 
is  the  humour  of  mankind,  that  every  one  believes 
only  fo  much  as  he  thinks  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
his  own  ftrength  and  genius;  whatever  feems  to  go 
beyohd  the  ordinary  pitch  of  greatnefs  or  induftry, 
carries*  in  his  opinion,  an  air  of  incredibility  along 
Vpi..  I.  B  with 


2  The  History  of  Book  I. 

with  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ambitious,  who  fix 
no  bounds  to  their  defires,  will  be  highly  provoked, 
if  their  anceftors  are  not  loaded  with  the  moft  extrava- 
gant praifes.  Such  are  the  difficulties  which  the  hiftorian 
has  to  encounter  in  almoft  every  nation,  but  efpecially 
amongft  the  Portuguefe  ;  where  the  refentment  of  all 
is  fure  to  fall  on  him  who  ventures  upon  fo  bold  an  at- 
tempt. This  was  the  fate  of  Damianus  Goes,  who, 
in  his  native  language,  wrote  a  hiftory  of  the  exploits 
performed  under  the  admirable  conducl,  bravery,  and 
almoft  incredible  fuccefs  of  your  father  king  Emma- 
nuel. This  hiftorian,  faid  one,  has  not  done  juftice  to 
the  memory  of  my  forefathers  •,  he  has  not  given  them 
fuch  encomiums  as  their  merit  defervcd.  This  fellow, 
faid  another,  has  thrown  fcveral  afperfions  on  our  houfe, 
and  fullied  the  honour  of  its  nobility.  A  third  al- 
kdged,  that  he  had  omitted  fuch  and  fuch  a  thing, 
which,  if  properly  taken  notice  of,  would  have  added 
a  luftre  to  his  name  and  family.  Now  if  it  is  the  part 
of  a  wife  man  to  take  warning  from  the  dangers  of 
others,  furely  this  one  example  might  be  fufficient  to 
make  me  dread  the  event  of  writing  a  hiftory.  There 
is  likewife  another  difficulty  that  prefents  itfelf;  this 
arifes  from  my  holy  function,  which  may  be  faid  to 
have  a  claim  to  all  my  ftudy  and  application  ;  thence 
it  may  feem  improper  in  me,  as  it  were,  to  withdraw 
myfelf  from  heaven  for  the  fake  of  more  nearly  look- 
ing into  the  world,  lince  by  my  undertaking  to  treat 
of  fecular  affairs,  I  (hall  appear  to  neglect  what  is  more 
particularly  within  my  province,  I  mean  the  holy 
things  of  religion. 

But  the  greater  and  more  numerous  the  obftacles 
were,  which  I  had  to  furmount  in  writing  a  hiftory, 
thence  you  may  the  better  judge  with  what  zeal  I  was 
pufhed  on,  with  what  ardor  I  was  inflamed,  and  how- 
great  was  the  admiration  of  you  and  your  family,  which 
filled  my  mind.  When  you  condefcended  fo  far,  as 
by  a  letter,  to  defire  of  me  what  your  authority  ga*  e 
you  a  right  to  command,  yet  fuch  is  -the  fweetnefs  of 

your 
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your  temper,  that  you  only  entreated  me  in  a  friendly 
manner  to  write  the  hiftory  of  your  father,  and  by 
doing  it  in  latin,  to  fpread  his  fame  amongft  foreign  na- 
tions ;  I  could  not  help  immediately  complying  withfuch 
requeft ;  nor  were  there  wanting  feveral  motives  to 
induce  me  thereto.  In  the  firft  place,  not  to  have 
been  obedient  to  your  will,  would  have  been,  in  fome 
meafure,  a  degree  of  impiety.  Befides  too,  I  could 
not  bear  to  think,  that  the  name  of  Emmanuel,  fo  de- 
fervedly  celebrated  amongft  the  Portuguefe,  fhould 
not  be  equally  known  and  admired  amongft  all  Chri- 
ftian  nations.  This  was  likewife  another  incentive, 
that  in  undertaking  fuch  a  work  I  was  about  to  relate 
things  fo  glorious  and  praife-worthy,  that  they  maybe 
efteemed  divine  rather  than  human.  For  as  Emmanuel, 
by  a  particular  providence,  was  raifed  to  the  royal  dig- 
nity, fo  likewife  whatever  was  projected  or  carried  on 
under  his  government  may  be  imputed  to  the  remark- 
able goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Being.  In  his  reign, 
many  things  were  done  fo  wonderful,  and  fo  vifibly 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  Deity,  that  who- 
ever does  not  give  credit  to  them,  muft  incur  the  fuf- 
picion  of  an  impious  infidelity. 

I  fhall  be  the  more  able  to  accomplifh  my  defign  by 
what  Damianus  Goes  has  already  done.  With  inde- 
fatigable pains,  iaoour,  and  induftry,  he  fearched  in- 
to letters  and  reco  ds,  and  extracted  from  them  fucli 
materials  as  I  could  not/  have  come  at  without  the 
greateft  leifure.  There  are  likewife  feveral  particulars 
that  I  retain  in  my  memory,  partly  from '  the  writ- 
ings, and  partly  from  the  converlation  of  others, 
which  I  (hall  not  pafs  by  in  filence. 

But  as  in  :hefe  writings  our  nation  has  been  promif- 
cuoully  called  Lufitanuns  and  Portuguefe,  it  may  not 
be  improper,  briefly  to  enquire  into  the  original  of 
thefe  names.  The  name  of  Portugal,  (as  Andrew  Re- 
fendius,  a  man  of  great  learning,  makes  it  appear)  is 
derived  from  the  haven  or  port  of  Gale,  formerly  a 
little  obfeure  place,  fituate  upon  a  rifing  ground  on  the 
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river  Douro.  The  harbour  was  at  firft  reforted  to  up- 
on the  account  of  fifhing  •,.  and  it  being  very  convenient 
for  that  purpofe,  this  invited  numbers  of  people  to 
fettle  here :  hither,  at  laft,  they  flocked  from  all  parts, 
and  in  time  it  became  a  rich  and  populous  city,  and 
wa>  called  Portugal ;  thence  the  name  extended  to  the 
whole  kingdom.  Portugal  does  not  include,  as  Paul 
Jovius  faid,  a  very  fmall,  but  a  confiderable  part  of 
antient  Lufitania  ;  for  that  part  of  it  which  belongs  to 
Portugal,  is  bounded  by  the  rivers  Duero  and  Guadiana, 
and  is  above  320  miles  in  length.  Towards  the  north, 
Portugal  has  fo  much  of  Galicia  as  is  contained  be- 
twixt the  river  Duero  and  that  of  Minho.  Towards 
the  ead,  beyond  the  Guadiana,  there  are  likewife  feve- 
ral  cities  belonging  to  it  •,  fo  that  what  Portugal  had 
added  to  its  territories  from  Galicia  and  Andaloufia, 
is  equal  to  what  it  wants  of  the  antient  Lufitania.  Now 
fince  the  name  of  Portugal  was  taken  from  one  town, 
and  in  progrefs  of  time  applied  to  a  whole  country, 
it  is  for  that  reaibn  highly  probable,  that  from  fo  great 
a  part  of  Lufitania,  the  kingdom  in  general  might  be 
fo  called  :  therefore  I  think  I  may  be  at  liberty  to 
make  ufe  of  either  of  thtfe  names.  But  I  fhall  dwell 
no  longer  upon  this  point,  as  it  is  very  trivial,  and  of 
little  importance.  And  in  order  to  come  to  my  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  let  me  exhort  and  advife  all  thofe  who 
may  happen  to  perufe  this  book,  when  they  reflect  on 
the  many  wonderful  and  furprifing  things  done  in  our 
nation  in  the  compafs  of  26  years,(for  fo  far, or  but  little 
Farther  does  this  hiftory  extend)  yet  in  this  fhort  fpace 
of  time,  what  immenfe  feas  were  traverfed,  what 
wars  were  fuccefs  fully  carried  on  again  ft  the  mod 
powerful  princes,  what  alarms  were  defpifed  and  got 
over !  When  they  confider  thefe  things,  I  fay,  let 
them  afcribe  the  glory  of  iiich  miraculous  events  not 
to  men,  but  to  God,  who  has  fo  often  manifested  his 
prefence  in  our  affairs.  This  will  appear  more  evident, 
when  we  obferve,  that  at  any  time  when  the  Portu- 
guefe  were  felf-confident,  and  relied  on  human  ftrength 

alone, 


Book  I.       the  PORTUGUESE,  &c.  5 

alone,  it  was  then  they  were  worfted  by  thofe  very 
enemies  whom  they  had  fo  often  defeated  ;  thence  we 
may  learn  how  vain  and  fruitlefs  the  titmoft  efforts  of 
men  will  be,  when  •unafllfted  by  the  divine  power. 

Thus  having  premifed  thefe  things,  moil  illuftrious 
prince,  it  may  not  feem  improper,  nor  inconfiftent 
with  order,  if  here  I  make  the  beginning  of  my  hi- 
flory. — John  the  fecond,  king  of  Portugal,  having 
Janguifhed  for  fame  time  under  a  tedious  difternper, 
went  into  that  fouthern  and  remote  part  of  the  king- 
dom which  is  bounded  by  the  ocean,  and  called  Ai- 
garve,  to  try  if  the  waters  there  could  be  of  any  ef- 
fect for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Thefe  waters  hTue 
forth  in  a  valley,  taking  their  rife  from  a  rock  about 
fix  or  feven  miles  diftant  from  the  fea  •,  they  are  uni- 
verfolly  efteemed,  and  thought  to  be  preferable  to  all 
other  baths  in  the  country.  However,  the  king  found 
no  benefit  by  them,  but  grew  every  day  worle  and 
worfe.  Some  have  entertained  a  fufpicion,  that  a  flow 
poifon  had  been  fecretly  given  him,  which  wafted  him 
away  inwardly.  Having  perceived  that  death  came 
very  fall  upon  him,  he  thought  proper  to  make  his 
will ;  in  this  he  appointed  his  coufin  Emmanuel  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  co  whom  the  crown,  by  right,  muft  have  fallen 
even  though  he  had  died  interlace  •,  for  Emmanuel  was 
the  fon  of  Ferdinand,  brother  to  Alphonfo,  whofe  fon 
John  was.  John  having  no  legitimate  fon,  for  Al- 
phonfo,  the  only  one  he  had  by  his  wife  Eleanor,  had 
died  by  a  fail  from  his  horfe  near  the  town  of  Scalabis, 
now  called  Sanclarena  ;  Emmanuel  then  became  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown.  John  had  indeed  another  fon, 
named  George,  by  a  lady  of  the  firft  nobility  ;  but  he 
being  illegitimate,  by  the  laws  of  the  realm  could  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  •,  which  of  confluence  became 
the  lawful  right  of  Emanuel  •,  and  rhis  was  now  ra- 
tified by  the  approbation  of  John  himfelf.  He  had 
certainly  an  extraordinary  affection  for  Emmanuel,  and 
this  not  fo  much  becaufe  of  the  nearnefs  of  blood, 
as  upon  the  account  of  a  noble  and  true  greatnefs  of 
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foul  which  he  had  difcovered  in  him  •,  and  whenever  it 
was  in  hi:,  power,  he  never  failed  to  diftinguifh  him  by 
the  higheft  marks  of  honour  and  dignity.  Befides  too, 
Eleanor  the  wife  of  John,  a  lady  remarkable  for  her 
virtue,  natural  affection,  and  piety,  was  filler  to  Emma- 
nuel, whom  fhe  loved  extremely. 

John  having  thus  fettled  his  will,  and  feveral  re- 
ligious rites,  fuch  as  might  tend  to  the  eternal  welfare 
of  his  foul,  being  performed    with  great  decency,  he 
then  quitted  this  mortal  body  *,  and  fhewed  fuch  a  be- 
haviour in  his  lad  moments,  as  gave  a  fignal  proof  of 
his  extraordinary   virtue  and  uncommon  piety.     He 
was,    without  doubt,    a  great  and   illuftrious  prince, 
fince  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  vicious,  a  friend  to  the 
virtuous,  a  lover  of  juftice,  and  polTelTed  of  alrnofl: 
every  good  quality.     He  was  a  man  of  fpirit  and  in- 
trepidity, and  in  military  affairs  had  gi.en  not  a  few 
inftances  of  his  bravery  and  vigilance.     Such  was  the 
greatnefs  of  his  foul,  that  though  his  outward  perfon 
was  confined  to  his  own  country,  yet  his  mind  extended 
itfelf  through  the  whole  world.     He  had  formed  the 
grandtft  fchemes,  and  laid  the  mod  noble  plans,  which, 
if  the  execution  of  them  had  not  been  prevented  by 
his  untimely  death,  would  have  rendered  his  name  for 
ever  illuftrious.     He  loved  men  of  bravery   to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  he  would  often  overlook  thef  blemifhes  of 
a  perfon  in  other  refpecls,  if  he  found  him  to  be  of 
true  warlike  courage.     On  the  other  hand,  fuch  a  tho- 
rough contempt  had  he  for  the  mean-fpirited  and  cow- 
ardly, that  he  hardly  accounted  them  to  be  men.     In 
the  ad m in ift ration  of  juftice,  he  obferved  the  ftricteft 
impartiality.    The  rich  and  great  were  no  more  fcreened 
than  the  poor  and  low,  who  lived  free  from  oppreflion, 
and  led  a  life  of  tranquillity  under  the  guardianfhip  of 
fuch  a  protector.     He  did  indeed  put  to  death  feveral 
of  the  nobility  and  leading  men,  even  thofe  who  were 
related  to  him,  fuch  as  he  found  to  be  rebellious  fub- 
jects  and  dangerous  confpirators  \    but  had  he  done 

*  A.D.  1495.  Oa.  27, 
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otherwife,  he  could  neither  have  preferred  the  dignity 
of  his  crown,  nor  the  fafety  of  his  life.  He  had, 
likewife,  a  remarkable  fharpnefs  of  wir.  There  are 
feveral  exprefiions  or  fayings  attributed  to  him,  which 
evidently  fhew  the  acutenefs  of  his  genius.  He  had  a 
wonderful  fagacity  in  penetrating  into  the  meafures  of 
thofe  kings  whofe  faith  he  could  not  depend  upon  ; 
and  by  his  great  liberality  he  had  fo  far  gained  over 
the  ruling  men  in  moft  kingdoms,  that  by  their  means 
he  was  let  into  the  defigns  of  foreign  princes  j  and  be- 
fore their  fchemes  were  ripe  for  execution,  he  was 
enabled  to  render  them  abortive.  His  people  dreaded 
him  not  as  a  king,  but  loved  him  as  a  parent,  and  not 
without  reafon  ;  for  as  a  father  he  confulted  their  good. 
This  exprefiion  of  his  was  defervedly  admired  when 
he  (aid,  "  It  was  his  refolution  not  to  amafs  riches  for 
himfelf,  from  the  fweat  and  labour  of  his  fubjects ;  but 
if  he  fought  for  wealth,  it  mould  be  more  to  fupply 
the  neceffities  of  his  people  than  to  gratify  any  private 
appetite  of  his  own."  Having  heard  that  there  was  a 
bird  which,  when  her  young  ones  are  killed  by  the 
bite  of  a  ferpent,  tears  her  bread  with  her  bill,  and 
thus  by  fhedding  her  own  blood  is  faid  to  recal  them 
to  life  ;  he  ordered  the  image  of  this  bird  to  be  put 
amongft  the  badges  of  his  royalty,  fignifying  by  this 
token,  that  he  was  ready  to  facrihxe  his  life  for  the 
welfare  of  his  people.  But  amongft  all  thofe  virtues 
•with  which  he  was  adorned,  none  fhone  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  his  piety  and  zeal  for  religion  •,  for  if 
his  affairs  were  never  fo  diftracted,  if  the  moft  dan- 
gerous confpiracies  were  forming  againft  him,  if  the 
greateft  complication  of  misfortunes  feemed  ready  to 
crufh  him,  yet  all  this  could  not  hinder  him  from  per- 
forming his  religious  duties  with  the  utmoft  devotion. 
In  fine,  he  was  a  prince  whofe  fame  ought  to  be  im- 
mortal in  all  ages.  As  foon  as  he  expired,  an  exprefs 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  Emmanuel, who  received 
the  news  of  his  death  with  fuch  marks  of  a  deep  con- 
cern, as  plainly  mewed  he  was  much  more  affe&ed 
B  4  with 
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with  the  lofs  of  fo  good  a  prince,  than  elated  with 
the  thoughts  of  a  crown,  which  had  fallen  to  him, 
Emmanuel,  now  in  his  twenty-fixthyear,  happened  at 
this  juncture  to  be  at  the  town  of  Salacia,  where  his 
fifter  Eleanor-  alfo  refided:  here  he  was  unanimoufly 
proclaimed  king,  with  the  uual  pomp  and  folemnity 
on  fuch  occafions.  And  as  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
fo  important  a  truft  could  admit  of  no  remifihefs,  he 
therefore  refolved  to  exert  his  utmoft  capacity  in  the 
difcharge  of  it.  He  had  already  formed  in  his  mind 
many  noble  plans  for  the  benefit  of  his  kingdom  •,  but 
firft  of  all,  he  thought  it  highly  expedient  to  call  an 
alTembly  of  the  different  ranks  of  his  people ;  where- 
Fore  he  left  Salatia,  and  went  to  Monte  Mayor,  a  city 
ftanding  upon  a  high  hill,  beyond  the  river  Tagus, 
about  twenry  miles  from  Evora.  In  this  town,  the 
nobility  and  clergy  afTemDled,  according  to  his  orders, 
and  the  cities  fent  alfo  their  deputies,  in  obedience  to 
his  fummons.  Here  it  was  too  that  George,  the  na- 
tural Ion  of  John,  a  youth  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  was  introduced  to  his  prefence.  The  king  em- 
braced him  with  fo  much  love  and  tendernefs,  as  could 
not  but  convince  every  one  of  the  vafl  regard  he  had 
for  his  father,  when  living.  Amongft  thofe  who  ac- 
companied George,  was  Diego  Almeida,  mafter  of 
the  order  of  Hofpitallers,  a  gentleman  no  lefs  famed 
for  his  military  bravery  than  genteel  politenefs ;  he 
had  been  in  high  favour  and  efteem  with  the  late  king, 
who  had  put  his  fon  under  the  care  of  fuch  a  man, 
that  by  his  inftrudtions  he  might  acquire  worthy  and 
valuable  accomplimments.  Almeida  advanced  to  Emma- 
nuel with  George,  whom  he  held  in  his  right  hand, 
each  of  them  cloathed  in  deep  mourning,  and  fpoke  tp 
this  effect :  *  Great  Sir,  the  deceafed  king,  who  by 
€  nature  was  your  coufin,  but  by  the  love  he  bore  you, 
'  might  well  be  accounted  your  brother,    when  on  his 

*  death-bed,  affiled  me,  that  he  mould  quit  this  life 

*  with  a  ferene  and  eafy  mind,  if  he  was  relieved  from 

*  one  anxiety  which  hung  upon  his  bread,  the  appre- 

*  henfion 
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henfion  which  he  lay  under  of  leaving  behind  him 
this  deilitute  and  forlorn  orphan.  Yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  owned  this  uneafinefs  was  greatly  alleviated 
when  he  called  to  mind  the  benevolence  of  your 
difpofition,  the  gratitude  of  your  heart,  and  your 
promptitude  to  every  thing  noble  and  generous. 
He  injoined  me  in  his  name,  to  defire,  nay,  entreat 
you,  as  he  had  ever  loved  you  as  a  fon,  as  he  had 
ever  diftinguifhed  you  with  the  greateit  marks  of 
honour,  and  done  you  every  kindnefs  in  his  power, 
that  you  would  fhew  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  extra- 
ordinary favour,  by  making  a  fuitable  return  of  ge- 
nerofity  to  his  only  fon,  who  in  lofing  him,  has  loft 
the  chief  fupport  of  his  life ;  that  you  would  con- 
fider  how  he  would  have  acted,  had  he  been  the  fur- 
vivor,  and  you  had  left  children  behind  you.  More- 
over, he  ftri&Iy  charged  me  to  infpire  this  youth 
with  the  higheft  regard  and  efteem  fur  you  ;  that  he 
fhould  fhew  the  greater!  deference  to  your  judgment, 
and  compliance  to  your  orders  •,  and  make  it  his  fole 
ambition  to  outftrip  every  one  in  love  to  your  per- 
form and  zeal  for  your  fervice.  For  as  he  is  by  blood 
fo  nearly  related  to  you,  his  father  faid,  it  therefore 
became  him  the  more  to  excel  all  in  duty  and  affec- 
tion towards  you,  and  to  be  furpaffed  by  none  in 
driving  to  aggrandize  your  fame,  and  to  add  to  your 
dignity.  Thefe  were  his  commands  to  me  ;  and,  in 
order  to  difcharge  my  truft,  I  here  prefent  this  youth, 
who  at  thefe  tender  years  has  been  deprived  of  fo 
worthy  a  parent ;  he  is  by  his  difpofition,  as  well  as 
birth,  related  to  you  j  he  comes  as  a  fuppliant ;  the 
leverity  of  his  fate  feems  to  intide  him  to  your  pro* 
tection  ;  in  the  name  of  his  father  I  recommend  him, 
and  hope  you  wiil  cherifh  and  fuppo;t  him  :  thus 
you  will  difcover  a  foul  truly  worthy  of  a  king, 
when  you  make  a  generous  requital  for  fervices  done 
to  yourfelf ;  which  if  you  do,  as  I  am  confident  you 
will,  you  will  be  celebrated  by  all,  and  acquire  the 
character  of  a  great  and  bountiful  prince  ;  you  will 

«  then 
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*  then  fecure  the  affections  of  every  one,  by  giving  fo 

*  ftrong  a  proof  of  your  goodnefs.'  Emmanuel  was  fo 
much  touched  with  this  fpeech  of  Almeida,  that  the 
violence  of  his  grief  would  hardly  allow  him  to  return 
anfwer ;  he  only  told  him  in  a  few  words,  c  That  he 

*  fh'iuld  always  look  upon  George  as  his  own  fon,  and 

*  take  a  pleafure  in  beftowing  upon  him  fuch  marks 
' '  of  kindnefs,  as  might  dernonftrate  to  all  the  world, 

*  in  what  veneration  he  held  the  name  and  memory  of 

*  his  father.'     All    the   nobility    then  prefent,    were 
highly  pleafed  with  this  declaration  of  the  king  •,  they 
went  up  to  him,  returned   him  thanks,  and  killed  his 
hand.     This  we  thought  worthy  of  a  place  in  our  hi- 
flory,  as  it  is  an  inftance  of  the  probity  and  honour  of 
John,  which  was  fo  remarkable,  that  all  the  charms 
of  power  and  empire  could  not  divert  his  fucceffor 
from  lamenting  the  lofs  of  fo  great  a  monarch  ;  at  the 
fame  time  it  cannot  but  give  us  a  high  idea  of  the 
good  fenfe  of  Emmanuel,who  was  not  in  the  lead  puffed 
up  with  all  that  power  and  wealth  which  flowed  fo  un- 
expectedly upon  him,  but  dill  preferved  the  humanity 
and   equality  of  his  temper.     The  third  after  riches 
is  generally  fo  powerful,  even  amongft  private  perfons, 
that  when  by  the  death  of  their  relations  they  come  to 
eftates,  though  they  may  then  put  on  a  feigned  for- 
row,  yet  this  is  often  not  diffident  to  difguife  the  in- 
ward joy  in  their  hearts.     'Tis  dill  more  fo  with  thofe 
who  come  to  be  inverted  with  regal  authority  •,  the 
great nefs  of  their  revenues,  and  their  extent  of  power, 
is  apt  to  overturn  the  government  of  the   mind,  if 
there  be  not  a  very  large  fhare  of  virtue  to  keep  it 
fteady  and  uniform  •,  but  above  all,  when  a  crown  de- 
volves unexpectedly  to  any  one,  it  is  then  that  the 
mind  is  mod  liable  to  be  fhaken,  and  intoxicated  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  loft  to  all  the  dictates  of  fenfe 
and  underftanding.     Emmanuel  had  at  one  time  very 
little  reafon  to  expect  he   mould  ever  become  king, 
iince  he  was  a  younger  fon  ;  John  had  likewife  a  bro- 
ther living,  and  was  himfelf  young  enough  to  have 

children. 
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children,  txing  when  he  died  only  in  his  fortieth  year; 
yet  it  was  the  divine  pleailire  to  remove  all  thefe,  on 
purpofe,  as  many  think,  to  make  room  for  Emmanuel. 
His  Portuguefe  majefty   having,  as  I   faid  before, 
held  a  convention  of  the  different  orders  of  his  people* 
he  confulted  with  them  about  various  affairs,  and  en- 
tered into  feveral  refolunons  for  the  ftrength  and  fe- 
curity  of  his  kingdom.     He  next  fent  an  ambaffador 
to  king  Ferdinand  and  queen  lfabei,  who  then  held 
the  fovereignty   of   Caftile  and   Arragon   with  great 
dignity  and  reputation,  to  inform  them  of  his  acceffion 
to  the  throne.     At  that  time,  Alvaro  lived  in  Caftile, 
and  was  in  high  favour  with  the  king  and  his  confort. 
This  gentleman  was  brother  to  the  duke  of  Braganza, 
who,  upon  a  fufpicion  of  treachery,  had  been  put  to 
death  ;  he  him  felt,  however,  was  a  man  of  untainted 
and  unfufpecred  honour.     But  after  his  brother's  death, 
not  choofing  to  remain  any  longer  in  Portugal,  he  re- 
moved from  thence,  and  lived  on  the  income  of  his 
eftate,   which  the  king  had  left  untouched.     John  al- 
lowed him  this  liberty,   upon  condition  he  mould  not 
fix  any  where  in  the  kingdom  of  Caftile.     Ferdinand 
and  Ifabel  had  both  conceived  a  high  opinion  of  the 
virtue  and  prudence  of  Alvaro  *,  he  in  his  turn  be- 
came not  a  little  attached  to  their  inrereft,  by  the  ho- 
nefty  and  greatneis  of  their  behaviour  :  fo  that  he  went 
into  a  voluntary  banifhment  in  their  dominions;  and 
that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  comply  with  John's 
reftriction,   he  freely  gave  up  to  him  all  his  pofTefTions 
in  Portugal.    King  Emmanuel,  by  his  ambaflador,  now 
kindly  invited  Alvaro  to  return  to  his  native  country, 
as  he  did  likewife  the  duke's  fons,  (who  upon  their  fa- 
ther's death,   had   gone  into  exile)   and  promifed,  if 
they  accepted  of   this  invitation,    that  he  would  di- 
ftinguifh  them  with  the  higheft  marks  of  his  favour. 
In  the  next  place,  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to    depute   a   perfon  to  wait   upon   pope    Alexander, 
to  affure  him,  that  he  and  all  his  kingdom,  as  it  became 
every  chriflian  prince,   were  entirely  devoted  to  his 

fervice, 
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fervice.  That  he  might  do  this  with  the  greater  dig- 
nity, he  fent  a  letter  to  George  Cofta,  a  cardinal  of 
great  authority  and  influence,  defiring  him,  in  his  name, 
to  undertake  this  bufir.efs.  The  cardinal  accordingly, 
in  the  name  of  Emmanuel,  publickly  engaged  his  faith 
at  Rome,  that  he  would  always  remain  in  dutiful  al- 
legiance to  his  hoiinefs,  and  with  the  utmoft  fidelity, 
adhere  to  the  intereft.  of  the  catholic  church  -,  and  as 
often  as  there  was  occalion,  take  arms  for  her  protec- 
tion. This  teftimony  of  the  king's  fidelity  was  very 
grateful  to  his  hoiinefs,  who  fent  a  letter  to  him,  where- 
in he  made  ufe  of  the  mod  friendly  exprefiions,  and 
congratulated  him  upon  his  acccfiion  to  the  throne. 

In  the  mean  time,  Emmanuel  was  extremely  active 
in  fettling  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom  t  John,  on  his 
death-bed,  had  conferred  many  places  and  gifts  •,  all  thefe 
Emmanuel  kindly  confirmed  to  the  poffeffors ;  though, 
at  the  fame  time,  not  a  few  partook  of  his  liberality, 
who  deferved  punifhment  more  than  honour.  For  it  is 
evident  that  thofe,  who  when  they  fee  their  prince  in 
tht  agonies  of  death,  fcize  on  that  occafion  to  impor- 
tune him  for  fuch  favours  as  they  could  never  obtain 
from  him  when  found  in  mind  and  body  ;  fuch  perfons, 
J  fay,  have  only  their  own  felfifh  ends  in  view,  witfw 
out  any  regard  to  the  intereft  or  honour  of  their  ma- 
tter. What  can  be  more  bafe,  than  at  a  time  when 
their  fovereign  is  over  whelmed,  with  pain,  thus  to  take 
advantage  of  his  weaknefs,  and  in  a  manner,  extort 
from  him  places  of  honour  and  profit,  to  which  merit 
a'one  is  intitled  ?  What  can  be  more  inhuman,  when 
fq  melancholy  a  fcene  is  before  their  eyes,  to  be  fo 
much  hurried  away  by  their  infatiable  avarice,  as  not 
to  be  in  the  leaft  affected  with  the  groans  of  their  ex- 
piring prince  ?  Befides  too,  the  king,  when  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  if  he  rcfufes  not  to  grant  their  requefts,yetby 
fo  doing  may  be  faid  to  be  lavifh  of  what  is  the  right 
of  another,  and  thereby  renders  the  tafk  of  govern- 
ment much  more  difficult  to  his  fucceffor-,  he  drains 
the  publick  trcafury,  which  is  the  very  fountain  of 

royal 
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royal  bounty  •,  and  does  acts  of  generofity  at  a  time 
when  he  is  neither  able  to  judge  of  the  honefty  nor 
abilities  of  thofe  on  whom  they  are  conferred.  For 
when  a  man  has  bis  fight  overfpread  with  darknefs, 
when  he  fetches  his  breath  with  difficulty,  when  hb 
whole  body  is  chilled,  and  the  animal  fpirits  arealmoft 
exhaufted,  can  we  fuppofe  one  in  fuch  a  condition  ca- 
pable of  weighing  and  determining  the  merit  of  his 
fellow-creatures?  Thofe  therefore,  who  at  fiich  a  junc- 
ture, inftead  of  trying  to  cherim  and  fupport  the 
drooping  fpirits  of  their  prince,  importune  him  in 
his  laft  moments  to  beftow  on  them  the  wealth  of 
his  kingdom  ;  fuch  furely,  are  unworthy  of  his  favour, 
and  ought  to  be  looked  upon  with  fcornand  deteftation. 
Emmanuel,  however,  that  he  might  not  feem  to  abolifh 
the  acts  of  fo  good  a  prince,  confirmed  not  only  thofe 
instances  of  John's  bounty  which  had  been  given  with 
judgment  and  difcretion,  but  alio  thofe  which  had  been 
fraudulently  obtained. 

He  next  applied  himfelf  earnestly  to  fettling  the 
courts  of  juftice ;  fuch  magistrates  as  he  found  were 
influenced  by  bribery  and  corruption,  he  feverely  pu- 
nifhed  •,  and  he  inflicted  flight  penalties  on  thofe  who 
were  guilty  in  a  lefs  degree,  and  he  nobly  rewarded 
thofe  who  had  fhewn  themfelves  honeft  and  unbiafTed. 
He  alfo  increafed  the  number  of  judges,  that  law-fuits 
might  be  determined  with  greater  facility  and  expedi- 
tion, and  augmented  their  falaries,  left  their  incomes 
being  fcanty,  they  might  be  liable  to  corruption  and 
bribery.  He  likewife  fent  into  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  men  of  known  integrity,  whom  he  inverted 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  punifli  the  guilty,  and, 
if  poffible,  to  extirpate  all  villainy  and  wickednefs. 
He  next  took  an  exact  account  of  the  public  revenues ; 
for  he  was  of  opinion,  that  where  the  riches  of  a  king- 
dom are  allowed  to  be  waited  by  the  neglect,  and  preyed 
upon  by  the  avarice  of  ministers,  or  confumed  in  un- 
neceflary  expences,  the  constitution  mult  be  very  weak 
and  unstable  *   for  war  cannot  be  carried  on,  peace  pre- 

ferved 
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ferved,  nor  juftice  adminiftred,  if  the  prince  is  fool i Al- 
ly profufe,  or  fuffers  his  revenue  to  be  made  the  prey 
of  private  perfons. 

Emmanuel  very  foon  gave  a  proof  of  his  extenfive 
humanity,  by  reftoring  the  Jews  to  liberty.     It  will 
not  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe,  if  here  we  relate  the 
caufe  of  their  becoming  (laves.     Their  Caftilian   ma- 
jetties  Ferdinand  and  Ifabel,  having  conceived  an  ut- 
ter averfion   to  this  people,    whom  they   had  found 
guilty  of  many  impieties  againft  our  holy  religion,  ba- 
nifhed  them  their  dominions,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1482.     Some  of  them,    however,  being  enlightened 
by    the   divine    fpirit,   embraced   the    chriftian   faith. 
Others,  rather  than  abandon  their  eftates  and  houfes, 
or  be  obliged  to  difpofe  of  their  effects  to  difadvantage, 
in  outward  mew  made  profeflion  of  (Thrift,  the  reft 
were  forced  to  fly  the  country.     They  difperfed  into 
different  places,  but  the  greateft  part  fled  to  Portugal. 
John  gave  them  fhelter,  on  condition  each  of  them 
fhould  pay  him  eight  ducats,  and  quit  the  kingdom  at 
a  limited  time  ;  and  if  they  did  not  obferve  this  agree- 
ment,   but  remained  after  the  time  appointed,  they 
fhould  then  become  flaves :  the  king,  however,  was 
to  give  full  liberty  to  all  who  had  a  mind  to  depart. 
By  this  method,  John  amaffed  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  all  which  he  carefully  referved,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  pafs  over  into  Africa  •,  for  he  was  eager- 
ly bent  upon  carrying  on  a  war  againft  the  Moors,  and 
this  not  fo  much  out  of  a  defire  of  fame  for  himfelf, 
as  from  a  zeal  to  propagate  religion,  and  fpread   the 
glory  of  Chrift.     But  his  hard   fate  in  various  fhapts 
obftructed  thefe  deligns-,  and  his  untimely  death  at  laft 
cut  him  off  from  all  his  projects.     While  he  lived,  he 
was  extremely  careful  to  perform  his  promife  to  the 
Jews;  he   therefore  commiflioned   feveral   perfons  to 
treat  with  matters  of  veffels  to  tranfport  them  where- 
foever   they  defired,    and  ordered  that  none   fhould 
hurt  or  moleft  them.     However,  it  happened  other- 
wife  j  for  the  merchants  and  captains  of  Ihips,  who 
6  under- 
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undertook  to  carry  the  Jews,  treated  them  in  the  moft 
injurious  manner.     Nor  fatisfied  with  the  fraught  for 
which  they  had  agreed,  they  extorted  from  them  larger 
fums  of  money,  and  haraiTed  thefe  wretched  men  to 
a  great  degree,  by  keeping  diem  at  fca  much  longer 
than  was  neceflary  ♦,  and  thus  obliged  them,  after  their 
own  ftock  was  exhaufted,  to  buy  provifions  of  the  iliip- 
crew,  at  the  moft  exorbitant  price.     By  thefe  and  fuch 
other  extortions,  the  Jews   were  left  pennylefs,   and 
fleeced  almoft  of  every  thing.     Nor  did  their  wives 
and  daughters  efcape  the  violence  of  thofe  tyrants,  who 
facrificed  them  to  their  lull  *,  and  in  direct  oppofition 
to  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,  whole  name  they  aflumed, 
they  were  guilty  of  the  higheft  cruelty  and  perfidy. 
The  reft  of  the  Jews  who  remained  in  Portugal,  partly 
alarmed    with   the  appre  hen  (ions   of   fuch   barbarous 
ufage,  (the  report  of  which,  though  done  clandeftine- 
ly,  could  not  but  reach  their  ears)  partly  hindered  by 
their  poverty,  not  having  money  fufficient  to  procure 
neceiTaries  for  the  voyage,  tarried  in  the  kingdom  till 
the  time  prefcribed    was  elapfed,  and  thus  forfeited 
their  liberty.     Whoever  had  a  deft  re  to  have  Jewifh 
flaves,  was  obliged  to  petition  the  king,  who  generally 
afligned  them  to  fuch  perfons  as  he  knew  to  be  of  a 
mild  and  merciful  difpolition,  that  thefe  miferable  mor- 
tals might  not  meet  with  too  fevere  and  cruel  an  op- 
preflion.     All  this  happened  but  a   little  before  the 
death  of  John ;  but  it  was  the  general  opinion,  efpe- 
cially  of  thofe  who  had  been  moft  converfant  with   the 
king,  that  had  he  lived  longer,  he  would  have  given 
them  their  freedom  upon  very  eafy  terms. 

This  was  the  fituation  of  the  Jews  when  Emmanuel 
began  his  reign.  This  prince  being  fenfible  they  had 
not  wilfully,  but  from  neceflity  remained  in  Portugal 
after  the  time  limited,  therefore  generoufly  reftored 
them  to  their  liberty.  Touched  with  a  grateful  fenfe  of 
fuch  extraordinary  goodnefs,  they  offered  him  a  large 
fum  of  money,  which  he  generoufly  refufed  ;  being 
refolved  by  the  kindeft  treatment  to  gain  the  affections 

of 
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of  that  people,  and  by  degrees  to  allure  them  to  the' 
chriftian  faith. 

Having  fettled  thefe  and  many  other  affairs,  with 
great  wiidom  and  fagacity,  he  next  bent  his  thoughts 
upon  carrying  his  arms  into  Africa ;  for  ever  fince  John 
the  firft  had  taken  Ceuta,  a  very  ftrong  town  in  Bar- 
bary,  fituate  upon  the  ftreights  of  Gibraltar,  his  fuc- 
ceffors  never  allowed  the  war  again  ft  the  Moors  to  lie 
long  dormant.  Alphonfo  the  grandfon  of  John  the 
firft,  and  father  to  John  thefecond,  had  likewrfe  taken 
the  city  of  Tangier,  together  with  Arzila,  not  far 
diftant  from  thence.  And  John  too,  after  his  father's 
death,  tho5  he  met  with  feveral  ftrokes  of  adverfe  for- 
tune, and  was  involv'd  in  great  difficulties,  neverthe- 
lefs  always  perfifted  in  a  firm  refolution  of  carrying  on 
that  war.  Emmanuel  following  their  example,embark'd 
in  it  with  the  like  vigour  and  fpirit.  He  therefore 
fent  larger  reinforcements  to  thofe  cities  in  Africa 
which  were  under  his  power,  and  furnifh'd  the  garri- 
fons  there  with  abundance  of  warlike  ftores.  He  like- 
wife  enlarg'd  the  pay  of  the  foldiery,  and  made  confi- 
derable  prefents  to  their  leaders,  who,  being  rouz'd  by 
this  liberality,  might  engage  more  warmly  in  the  caufe. 
And  as  he  was  convinced  that  the  fuccefs  of  all  human 
affairs  is  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
(who  alone  gives  ftrength  and  underftanding,  by  which 
victory  is  obrained,  and  withholds  both  from  thofe 
whom  he  has  mark'd  out  for  deftruclion)  he  appointed 
a  number  of  priefts  for  the  performance  of  religious  du- 
ties, to  accompany  the  army  inro  Africa,  to  whom, 
Defines  feveral  other  rewards,  he  aftign'd  a  tenth  of  all 
the  tribute  which  the  Moors  had  agreed  to  pay. 

Whilft  he  was  bufied  with  thefe  matters,  cmbafladors 
came  from  Ferdinand  and  I  label,  to  congratulate  him 
upon  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  make  a  propofai  of  a  marriage  between  him  and  their 
daughter  Mary,  and  earnefily  entreating  him  that  he 
would  recall  the  fons  of  Ferdinand  duke  of  Braganza, 
and  reftore  them  to  their  former  poiTeflions.     This 

embafiy 
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embaffy  was  not  a  little  grateful  to  Emanuel ;  he  told 
the  embaffadors,  that  nothing  afforded  him  more  plea- 
fure  than  the  thoughts  of  havi:  gthe  friendfhip  offuch 
illuftrious  princes :  as  to  the  propofal  of  marriage,  he 
faid  he  could  not  think  of  matrimony,  till  he  had  fettled 
the  affairs  of  his  kingdom.  This  anfwer  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  his  difapproving  of  an  alliance  with  fo  noble 
a  family,  but  the  cafe  was,  that  he  had  fixed  his  affec- 
tions on  their  elder  daughter  Ifabel,  the  widow  of  Al- 
phonfo,  John's  fon.  However,  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  declare  himfelf  at  that  Time.  As  to  the  fons  of 
Ferdinand,  he  faid  he  had  already  given  orders  for  the 
recalling  of  thofe  youths,  whom  he  promifed  to  treat 
in  the  moft  honourable  manner. 

About  this  time  Emmanuel  received  the  news  of  a 
confiderable  victory  gained  over  the  Moors  by  John 
Menez,  who  then  had  the  government  of  Arzila. 
This  affair  happen'd  in  the  following  manner  :  Vafco 
Coutign  Conde  di  Borbe  had  been  governor  of  Ar- 
zila, but  fome  things  being  ailedged  againft  him  in  re- 
gard to  his  management,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to 
Portugal,  in  order  to  clear  himfelf,  and  the  king,  in  the 
mean  while,  appointed  Roderick  Coutign  to  act  as  gover- 
nor. John  had  made  a  truce  with  the  king  of  Fez, 
but  Barraxa  and  Almandario,  men  of  great  wealth 
and  power  amongft  the  Moors,  not  being  under  the 
jurifdiction  of  the  Feffentian  king,  were  therefore  not 
affected  by  this  treaty.  They  accordingly  raifed  a  con- 
fiderable body  of  men,  and  invaded  the  territories  of 
Arzila  where  they  made  great  devaluation  :  Roderick 
Coutign,  with  what  forces  he  had,  went  and  met  them  j 
a  batle  enfued,  where  the  difpute  on  boih  fides  was  for 
fome  time  eager  and  warm,  but  Coutign  being  at  Jaft 
overpowered  by  numbers,  was  himfelf  cut  off,  together 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army.  As  foon  as  John 
received  an  account  of  this  misfortune,  he  gave  the  com- 
mand to  John  Menez,  a  man  of  extraordinary  bravery, 
and  immediately  fent  him  to  Arzila,  to  fuccour  our  peo- 
ple. And  as  there  were  feveral  of  the  Moors,  who,  up- 
on this  Difafter,  had  rebeli'd  and  refus'd  to  give  the 
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tributes  which  they  were  bound  to  pay  by  treaty, 
Menez  thought  it  was  highly  neceflary  firft  of  all 
to  curb  their  infolence,  and  reduce  them  to  obedience, 
by  dint  of  the  fword.  That  he  might  do  this  the  more 
readily,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Lopez  Azcved,  gover- 
nor of  Tangier,  defiring  he  would  afiift  him  with  fome 
horfe.  Lopez  accordingly  fent  fifty,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Pedro  Leitano,  who  with  great  expedition, 
in  the  night-time,  came  to  the  place  appointed :  Me- 
nez, who  was  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
horfe  which  he  had  brought  from  Arzila,  having  join- 
ed forces  with  Leitano,  he  bent  his  march  towards 
that  town  which  had  been  moft  remarkable  for  breach 
of  faith  ;  and  left  the  inhabitants  mould  be  appriz'd 
of  his  coming,  he  ordered  the  horfe  to  advance  one 
by  one  in  a  continued  line  at  a  moderate  diftance  from 
each  other :  thus  he  proceeded,  and  about  break  of 
day  approach'd  the  town  with  great  filence,  intending 
to  fall  upon  the  enemy  unawares.  But  at  this  very 
juncture  it  happened,  that  Barraxa,  Almandario, 
Muzza,  and  Acobo,  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  and 
eight  hundred  foot  under  their  command,  had  form'd 
a  defign  of  attacking  the  Moorifh  towns  which  were 
in  our  interett.  Menez  heard  of  this  affair,  but  be- 
ing defirous  of  having  a  more  particular  information, 
he  for  this  purpofe  fent  out  fome  Moors  to  lie  in  am- 
bufh,  to  intercept  one  or  other  belonging  to  the  army 
of  the  enemy,  that  by  that  method  he  might  come  at 
the  truth.  They  very  brifkly  accomplifh'd  thefe  or- 
ders, and  foon  brought  him  three  Moors,  by  whom  he 
was  affured,  that  what  he  had  heard  by  report,  was 
really  true.  He  then  refolv'd,  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  of  his  officers,  at  once  to  fall  upon  them, 
things  being  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  our  men  could 
neither  with  honour  nor  fafety  make  a  retreat ;  he 
therefore  thought  it  was  much  more  noble  to  attack 
the  enemy  when  dreaming  nothing  of  the  matter,  than 
to  be  oblig'd  to  act  on  the  defenfive  againft  them, 
when  they  had  the  advantage  of  making  the  firft  onfet : 

in 
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in  one  cafe  the  eaemy  are  frighten'd  and  alarm'd;  in 
the  other  they  become  fierce  and  terrible.  Having 
drawn  up  his  army  in  three  lines,  he  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the  firfl  to  Leitano,  together  with  the  fifty 
horfe  he  had  brought  with  him.  At  the  head  of  the 
fecond  he  placed  John  Menez,  the  fon  of  his  own 
brother  Pedro  Menez,  Conde  di  Cantagnadia:  he 
gave  him  only  thirty  of  the  horfe,  referving  the  reft 
for  himfelf,  in  the  third  line.  After  he  had  encouraged 
the  foldiers,  and  given  the  proper  orders,  he  command- 
ed them  to  march  againft  the  enemy,  who  were  not  a 
little  aflonihYd  at  the  boldnefs  of  our  people,  tho*  at 
the  fame  time,  ihey  greatly  defpifed  their  numbers.  At 
firfl  they  intended  to  have  made  three  divifions  of 
their  troops;  but  altering  this  refolation,  they  mov'd 
forward  in  one  body,  thinking,  by  the  multitude  of 
their  forces,  at  once  to  carry  every  thing  before  them. 
Our  firfl  line  having  advanced  till  they  came  to  a  proper 
diflance,  of  a  fudden  runYd  upon  the  enemy  with  great 
violence,  and  fought  for  fome  time  very  gallantly,  till 
at  lall  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were  be- 
ginning to  give  ground,  when  the  younger  Menez 
came  up  and  attacked  the  Moors  in  flank:  this  gave 
frefh  fpirits  to  our  men,  and  made  them  fight  with  re- 
doubled vigour.  John  Menez,  now  feeing  there  was 
no  time  to  be  loff,  ordered  the  flandards  to  be  advanced, 
and  thus  a  frefh  charg'd  the  Moors  with  all  his  forces. 
They  with  fome  difficulty,  at  firfl  wnhftood  the  mock, 
then  they  began  to  give  way  a  little,  and  at  laft  be- 
took themfelves  to  a  precipitate  flight.  Our  army 
continued  the  pnrfuit  for  about  eight  miles,  in  which 
they  made  great  havock,  and  on  their  return  plun- 
dered the  camp.  In  this  battle  the  foldiery  got  great 
booty,  a  great  number  of  the  enemy  were  taken  prifo- 
ners,  and  many  more  killed,  and  yet  not  one  of  our 
men  was  miffing.  Menez  now  marched  to  the  rebel- 
lious towns  •,  but  the  inhabitants  came  in  the  mofl  fub- 
miffive  manner,  afked  pardon,  and  payed  all  the  tri- 
bute-money they  owed. 

C  2  Having 
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Having  now  fettled  every  thing  according  to  h'rs 
wifhes,  he  went  back  to  Arzila,  where  he  dirTmirTed 
Leitano  after  he  had  enriched  him  with  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  plunder.  When  this  battle  happened 
Emmanuel  was  upon  the  throne,  and  the  victory  had  been 
gain'd  much  about  the  time  when  he  fettled  a  tenth  of 
the  tribute-money  upon  the  priefts  who  went  into  Africa; 
fo  that  many  people  did  not  look  upon  this  event  to  be 
fo  much  the  effect  of  the  bravery  of  our  troops,  as  a 
reward  from  heaven  for  the  king's  piety  and  genero- 
fity.  Emmanuel  had  not  as  yet  diitolved  the  general 
affembly  of  the  people,  when  a  terrible  plague  broke 
out  in  the  city  where  he  refided,  which  obliged  him 
to  quit  the  place,  and  defer  to  another  opportunity, 
many  things  that  he  had  devis'd  for  the  welfare  and  fe- 
curity  of  his  kingdom. 

In  the  following  year  1496,  he  went  to  Setubal,  to 
folemnize  the  grand  feftival  of  Eafter,  which  was  now 
approaching.  In  this  place  his  two  fillers  Eleanor  and 
Ifabel  attended  him :  after  having  performed  the  fa- 
cred  rites,  and  moft  religioufly  celebrated  the  memory 
of  that  day  in  which  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  he 
again  eagerly  applied  himfelf  to  the  affairs  of  his  king- 
dom. Firft  of  all,  he  thought  proper  to  recall  Diego 
and  Dyonifio  fons  of  Ferdinand  late  duke  of  Braganza, 
together  with  their  uncle  Alvaro,  and  Sancio  the  fon 
of  Alphonfo  late  duke  of  Feria,  all  whom  he  reftored 
to  their  loft  honours.  This  Alphonfo  was  likewife 
brother  to  Ferdinand;  but  the  king  intended  that  his 
fon  Sancio,  inftead  of  the  title  and  dukedom  of  Faro, 
lhould  have  that  of  Demira.  At  the  fame  time  he  re- 
call'd  from  exile  feveral  others,  who,  in  the  reign  of 
John,  had  been  fufpecled  of  treafonable  defigns :  but 
this  liberality  was  mod  remarkable  towards  thofe  whom 
we  have  juft  mention'd  ;  and  as  John  had  given  fomc 
of  their  eftates  to  fuch  perfons  as  had  moft  remark- 
ably diftinguifh'd  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their  coun- 
try, Emmanuel,  unwilling  to  give  thefe  men  the  leaft 
fhadow  of  complaint,  by  other  expreflions  of  his  boun- 
ty 
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ty  made  them  fo  ample  an  equivalent  that  with  chear- 
fulnefsthey  refigned  their  poffeflions.     This  behaviour 
of  his  majefty  was  cenfured  by  feme,  who  took  various 
methods  to  reprehend  him.     Some  doubtlefs  account- 
ed   it  bafe  and   unworthy,  that  the  ions  of  infamous 
traitors  mould   be  advanced  to  dignity,  and   reftored 
to  honour:    others   again  did  not  condemn  the  libera- 
lity of  the  king,    they  wanted  only  that  -he  mould  re- 
drain  it  within  proper  bounds;  they  laid,  it  was  incon- 
fiftent  with  the   good  of  the    public,    that   the  royal 
weaJth,  which  ought  to  be  the  fupport  of  the  king- 
dom, mould  at  once  be  lavifhed   away  in  extravagant 
profufion.     Thefe  general  reflections,   however,    were 
not  fufficient  to  divert  Emanuel  from   his  generous  in- 
tentions ;  for   he  thought  that  many  of  thofe  who  had 
been  convicted  of  treafon,  were  not  fo  deeply  involved 
in  guilt,  as  to  have  their  names  branded  with  everlaft- 
ing  infamy;  befides,    it  appeard  to  him  unreafonable, 
that  children    mould  fuffer  for  the  crimes  of  their  pa- 
rents.  His  own  natural  clemency  was  more  heightened 
when  he  confidered  the  mournful  condition  of  his  After 
Ifabel  (the  duke  of  Braganza's  widow)  who  ever  fince 
the  death  of  her  hufband,  and  banifhment  of  her  fons, 
had  lived  in  one  continued  fcene  of  forrow,   and    af- 
fliction. Moreover,  his  mother  Beatrix  inceffantly  urged 
him,  fometimes  with  prayers  intreating  him  as  a  king, 
at  other  times  commanding  him  as  a  fon,  to  look  with 
pity  upon  thofe  exiles  fo  nearly  related  to  him;  that  he 
would  reitore  them  to  their  native  country,  and  rein- 
ftate  them  in  their  former  dignity  :  '  ConfiderfJaid  fhe) 
c  my  fon,  you  are  not  adorned  with  a  crown  for  your 
c  own  fake  alone,  but  for  the  comfort  and  protection 
c  of  your  mother,  your  filters,  and  your  other  rela- 
c  tions,  who  have  all  fixed  their  eyes  upon  you,  as  their 
c  darling  hope;  in  this  if  we  are  deceived,  to  whom 

*  fhail  we  refort  ?  whofe  protection  (hall  we  invoke  ? 

*  if  our  hope  in  you  is  ill  founded,  we  mall  even  be- 
c  hold  you  in  this  exalted  ftation  With  regret ;  when 
£  you  was  a  private  perfon,  we  could  only  lament  the 

C  3  feverity 
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*  feverity  of  our  fate,  but  it  will  be  a  frelh  addition  to 

*  our  mifery,  if  you  fhould  now  fhew  yourfelf  infen- 

*  fible  to  our  diftrefs.  If  you  have  then  any  natural 
'  affe&ion,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  her  who  gave 

*  you  birth,  and  ever  doated  on  you  wiih  the  higheft 

*  love;  give  proof  of  it,  by  providing  for  our  coniola- 

*  tion  ;  reftore  a  daughter  to  your  mother,  make  your 
e  filter  happy  by  the  return  of  her  fons,  and  rejoice 
c  the  heart  of  an  aged  woman  with  the  grateful  fight 
4  of  her  grand-children  ;  in  fine  give  me  life,  by  re- 

*  ftoring  to  me  all  that  I  hold  dear  and  precious  in  life. 
'  Thus  you   will  avoid  the  imputation  of  being  hard- 

*  hearted  and   avaricious  •,  and  may  you  for  ever  reap 

*  the  proper  fruits  of  humanity  an'3  tender  affection.* 
This,  and  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  was  the  Tubflance 
of  what  his  mother  faid  to  him  \  his  filler  alio,  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  preffed  him  with  the  molt  earnell  en- 
treaties, and  the  king  and  queen  of  Spain  by  frequent 
letters  fol  licked  him  to  the  fame  purpofe.  The  king 
prompted  by  his  own  benevolent  difpofition,  and 
pufhed  on  by  fuch  urgent  folicitauons,  accordingly  grant- 
ed their  requefts. 

He  alfo  diftinguifhed  fevcral  other  perfons  by  railing 
them  to  honour  and  dignity  ;  amongfl  thefe  was  Diego 
Sylvio,  a  man  of  confummate  wifdom,  who  had  for- 
merly been  his  preceptor.  He  fent  Peter  Corrca,  a 
very  wife  and  able  perfon,  to  Pope  Alexander,  to  tranf- 
act  fome  affairs,  relating  to  the  intereft  of  his  kingdom, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  recall  into  Portugal  George  the 
cardinal.  George  was  of  mean  extraction,  but  endowed 
with  a  great  genius,  and  an  afpiringfoul  He  was  very 
much  in  the  efteem  of  Catherine,  daughter  of  king 
Duarte,  a  woman  of  great  virtue,  who  never  would 
marry.  By  chance  he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  this 
lady,  who  was  fo  much  charm'd  with  h'b  wifdom  and 
probity,  that  fhe  made  it  her  bufinefs  to  have  him  ad- 
vanced to  the  richefl  benefices,  in  all  which  he  gave 
proofs  of  the  moll  extraordinary  merit.  He  was  made 
a  bifhop?  and  thence  rofe  by  degreer,   till  at  length  the 

Pope 
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Pope  gave  him  a  cardinal's  hat,  and  he  was  received 
into  their  number  with  the  univerfal  approbation  of 
that  college.  In  this  new  dignity  he  acquitted  himfelf 
with  the  greatefl:  prudence,  and  had  not  a  little  weight 
amongft  all  the  principal  clergy.  John,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  had  conceived  a  diflike  to  this  man, 
becaufe  he  fufpecfed  him  of  having  thwarted  his  mea- 
fares,  notwithftanding  which  George  arrived  at  and 
retained  the  higher!:  employments,  and  filled  them  with 
great  authority.  After  the  death  of  John,  Emmanuel 
by  a  letter  defired  he  would  come  and  fettle  in  Portu- 
gal, having,  as  he  told  him,  great  occafion  for  the 
prefence  of  a  man,  of  whofe  wifdom  he  had  fo  high 
an  opinion,  to  affift  him  in  public  affairs.  George 
ieemed,  at  firft,  to  comply  with  this  requeft ;  but  after 
he  had  almoft  reached  the  city,  he  then  changed  his  re- 
folution,  pleading  his  age  and  .infirmity  for  an  excufe, 
and  faid  that  he  had  not  liberty  from  his  holiners  for 
that  journey  ;  neverthelefs  he  flill  managed  the  king's 
bufinefs  at  Rome,  and  difcharged  it  with  the  greatefl 
care  and  faithfulnefs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  plague  (fill  raged  more  vio- 
lently, and  again  obliged  the  king  to  fhift  his  place 
of  abode.  He  went  to  the  town  of  Old  Torre.  Here  an 
embaffador  came  to  him  from  Venice,  in  the  name  of 
that  republic,  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  acceffion 
to  the  throne,  and  affure  him  of  the  friendfhip  and  fa- 
vour of  the  fenate  and  people  of  Venice.  This  em- 
baffador was  received  with  the  greatefl:  complaifance, 
and  the  king  with  his  own  hands  conferred  upon  him 
the  order  of  knighthood  •,  at  hi*  departure,  he  loaded 
him  with  magnificent  prefents.  So  that  the  Venetian 
flate,  partly  influenced  by  the  high  encomiums  which 
their  embaffador  bellowed  upon  Emmanuel,  partly 
moved  with  the  kind  letter  which  they  received,  became 
more  and  more  attached  to  his  intereft. 

Emmanuel  next  fet  about  an  affair  which  his  prede-^ 
ceffors  often  had  in  vain  attempted.  At  the  time  when 
the  greatefl:  part  of  Spain  was  under  the  dominion  of 
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the  Arabians,  who  waged  perpetual  war  with  the  Chri- 
ftians,  feveral  renowned  heroes,  equally  famed  for  their 
bravery  and  zeal  for  religion,  entered  into  vows,  thar, 
with  all  their  mighr,  they  would  fight  for  the  glory 
of  Chrift.  That  they  might  do  this  the  more  chear- 
fully,  and  be  lefs  interrupted  or  drawn  off  from  their 
religious  fervice,  they  abftamed  from  marriage,  and 
devoted  themfelves  entirely  to  the  ftudy  of  religion, 
and  exercife  of  arms.  So  great  was  the  ardor  with 
which  they  were  inflamed,  that  they  accounted  thofe 
the  moft  happy  who  were  killed  in  battle,  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country,  and  the  holy  religion  of  Chrift. 
The  fame  of  thefe  perfons  ftirred  up  many  others  to 
follow  their  example  -,  hence  came  the  inftitution  of 
all  the  different  religious  military  orders,  which  were 
highly  diftinguifhed  by  the  bounty  of  princes,  and 
greatly  efteemed  by  the  heads  of  the  church  :  by  the 
bravery  of  thefe  men,  the  Moors  were  often  routed 
and  put  to  flight,  and  (truck  with  admiration  at  the 
glory  of  the  chriftian  name.  They  were  diftinguifhed 
by  a  crofs,  partly  of  red,  and  partly  of  green  cloth, 
which  they  wore  upon  their  bread,  fewed  to  their 
cloaths.  The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  orders  in  Spain, 
was  that  of  the  templars  and  the  hofpitallers,  who  built 
an  hofpital  at  Jeruialem  for  the  reception  of  pilgrims. 
There  were  feveral  different  inftitutions  of  thefe  orders, 
and  they  had  particular  marks  to  diitinguift  them  from 
each  other,  yet  in  one  thing  they  all  agreed,  in  offering 
up  their  vows  in  a  moft  folemn  manner,  and  publickly 
pledging  their  faith  to  Chrift,  that  they  would  never 
pollute  themfelves  with  luft,  nor  refufe  to  obey  the 
commands  of  their  mafter,  nor  allow  themfelves  to  be 
infected  with  covetous  defires.  Jn  Portugal  there  were 
alfo  feveral  of  thefe  orders.  Dionyfius  likewile  fub- 
ftituted  a  new  one  in  place  of  the  templars,  which  had 
been  abo lifted  by  means  of  Philip  King  of  France; 
this  order  amongft  the  Portuguefe  had  been  open  to 
men  of  worth  and  bravery  of  all  nations,  and  Diony- 
fius was  extremely  defirous  that    they  ftould  retain 
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their  dignity  and  poffeflions.  He  therefore  decreed,  that 
all  the  revenues  belonging  to  the  templars,  ftwuld  dill 
remain  in  their  poffeflion,  their  title  to  be  changed  into 
that  of  the  order  of  Chrift,  and  all  of  them  to  wear  a 
white  crofs  inclofed  in  one  of  a  red  colour,  as  a  mark 
to  diftinguifh  them  from  all  other  orders;  and  he  ob- 
tain'd  the  authority  of  the  Pope  to  give  a  fandion  to 
what  he  had  done.  This  in  a  little  time  became  a  very 
flourifhing  order,  and  was  enriched  with  many  valu- 
able endowments.  But  Emmanuel  having  perceived  the 
danger  which  the  knights  of  this  as  well  as  all  other  or- 
ders run  into  of  breaking  their  faith;  for  if  they  hap- 
pened to  give-  way  to  their  luftful  palTions,  theft  they 
were  thought  to  be  guilty  of  impiery,  and  their  chil- 
dren, like  baftards  became  ignominious,  though  they 
were  defcended  from  the  mod  noble  parents  ;  he 
therefore  petitioned  Pope  Alexander,  to  take  off  this 
reftriction  from  all  perfons  who  fhould  henceforth  enter 
into  any  of  the  religious  orders;  for  thofe  who  had 
already  bound  themfelves  by  a  vow  of  continency, 
could  not,  without  breach  of  faith,  be  allowed  the 
fame  liberty.  His  holinefs  granted  the  requeft,  and 
ever  fince  that  time  the  knights  of  all  religious  orders 
have  been  allowed  to  marry,  excepting  the  hofpitallers, 
who  are  every  where  ftill  bound  by  a  vow  of  chaftity. 
This  caution  of  the  king,  by  which  he  feemed  to  pre- 
vent wickednefs,  and  deliver  fo  many  of  his  fubjects 
from  the  temptation  of  incontinency,  was  by  moil  people 
much  commended.  But  to  me  it  remains  a  doubt, 
whether  he  did  not  open  a  door  to  much  greater  evils 
than  what  he  was  defirous  to  prevent.  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  this  flackening  of  difcipline  had  a  bad  ten- 
dency. The  prefent  licentioufnefs  muft  be  curbed,  and 
things  brought  to  their  ancient  footing,  if  we  are  de- 
firous of  reaping  the  proper  fruits  of  tnefe  facred  infti- 
tutions.  The  cares  of  matrimony  feem  to  have  abated 
a  great  deal  of  that  ardour  formerly  fo  confpicuous  in 
religious  militants.  Now-a-days  they  are  become  floth- 
ful,  and  after  a  very  little  time  fpent  in  warlike  affairs, 
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they  embrace  a  life  of  eafe  and  indolence,  with  an  ea- 
gernefs  highly  unbecoming  their  character.  •  In  the 
times  when  celibacy  was  enjoined,  we  have  reafon  to 
believe  many  entered  into  this  religious  warfare,  not  fo 
much  to  indulge  felfifh  and  avaricious  views,  as  from  a 
real  principle  of  piety  and  zeal  for  religion,  whereas 
now,  when  we  have  fallen  from  our  ancient  difcipline, 
and  what  feemed  a  rigour  to  many,  is  removed,  'tis 
highly  probable,  that  all  thofe  who  are  now  fo  ftrcnuous 
to  be  admitted  into  thefe  orders,  are  only  actuated  by 
avarice  and  ambition.  In  fine,  this  inlet  to  covetoui- 
nefs  being  more  than  ever  widened,  things  have  come 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  thefe  inftitutions,  at  firft  fo 
nobly  intended,  have  at  lad:  fallen  into  ruin  and  decay. 
Now  we  behold  the  faith  given  to  Chrift  broken,  holy 
things  violated,  and  the  incomes  deftined  for  facred 
purpofes  become  a  prey  to  wicked  and  prefumptuous 
men  :  thofe  who  never  had  courage  to  look  an  enemy 
in  the  face,  now  rlow  in  riches  defigned  for  religious 
ufes,  giving  themfelves  up  to  all  manner  of  luxury  and 
lafcivioufnefs.  But  I  will  no  more  lament  what  1  have 
not  in  my  power  to  remedy. 

Emmanuel  next  took  under  his  confideration,an  affair 
which  was  matter  of  great  talk  and  public  fpecula- 
tion,  concerning  which  his  council  was  very  much  di- 
vided in  their  fentiments:  Whether  the  Jews,  who 
had  been  driven  out  of  Spain,  and  taken  up  their  re- 
sidence in  Portugal,  fhould  be  banifhed  from  thence, 
as  it  had  been  determined  in  John's  reign,  or  by  the 
royal  clemency  be  allowed  to  remain  quiet  and  unmo- 
lefted  in  thofe  places  where  they  had  fettled  in  the  king- 
dom ?  the  king  and  queen  of  Caftille  fent  letters  to 
the  king,  earneftly  entreating  him,  that  he  would  not 
fuffcr  fo  perverfe  a  people,  fo  much  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  God,  as  well  as  the  odium  of  men,  to  re- 
main in  his  dominions.  Emanuel  looked  upon  it  as  a 
poirt  of  the  utmoft  delicacy,  and  worthy  of  the  higheft 
deliberation.  Some  of  his  counfellors  were  of  opinion, 
that  this  people  ought  not  to  be  exterminated,  fince 
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the  Pope  himfelf  had  permited  them  to  dwell  in  his 
ecclefiaftical  territories.     Induced^  by  his  example,  fe- 
vcral  ftates  in  Italy,  and  many  Chriftian   princes,  not 
only  in  Italy  but  in  Germany,  Hungary,  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  had  alfo  granted  the  fame  liberty, 
and  allowed  them  to  trade  and  carry  on  bufinefs  of  all 
forts.     Befides,  faid   they,  their  banifhment  can  never 
reclaim  them  •,  for  wherever   they  go,  they  will  carry 
their  perverfe  difpofitions  ;  a  change  of  country  will 
never  work  any  alteration  in  the  depravity  of  their 
minds.     If  they  mould  pafs  over  into  Africa,  as  it  is 
probable  they  would  were  they  to  be  driven  from  Por- 
tugal,   all  hopes   of    their   converfion    mud    be   loft. 
Whilft  they  lived  amongft  Chriftians,  many  of  them, 
have  been  Co  far  influenced  by  friend  Chip  and  example, 
that  they  have  embraced  the  chriftian  faith  ;    whicri 
can  never  be  the  cafe  when  they  come  to  be  mingled 
with  blind  and  fuperftitious  Mahometans.     Moreover, 
it  would  be  greatly  detrimental  to  the  public  intereft, 
if  this  people,  fome  of  whom  were  considerably  rich, 
fhould  carry   their  wealth  to  the  Moors,  and  enrich 
our  enemies  with  thofe  arts  which  they  had  learnt  from 
our  nation.     On  the  other  hand,  thofe  of  a  different 
opinion  affirmed,  that  the  Jews,  not  without  reafon, 
had  been  banifhed  from  Spain,  France,  and  many  pla- 
ces in  Germany  ;  thofe  princes  who  did  not  fet  a  higher 
value  upon  the  increafe  of  their  revenues  than  the  in- 
tereft s  of  religion,  had  perceived  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  of  allowing  fuch  a  people  to  remain  in  their 
dominions;  they  were  apt  to  impofe  on  the  fimple, 
and  infect   the   vulgar   with   their  pernicious   errors ; 
That  it  would  be   highly  imprudent  to  put  the  leaft 
.confidence  in  men  who  were  fo  inveterate  agaMl  our 
holy  religion,  who  were  bound  by  no  ties  nor  obliga- 
tions, but  would  be  ready  to   facri'ice  all  to  their  inte- 
reft, by  prying  into  the  fecrets  of  the  (late,  and  giving 
intelligence  to   our  enemies.      Ir    would    like  wife  be 
greatly  for  the  intereft  of  the  public,  that  they  mould 
immediately  be  banifhed  when  they  could  only  carry 
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away  the  wealth  which  they  had  fcraped  together  in 
other  countries  :  this  they  (aid  was  more  eligible  than 
allowing  them  to  remain  longer,  and  then  to  difmifs 
them  after  they  had  amafTed  confiderable  riches,  which 
they  icrupled  not  to  procure  by  the  mod  fraudulent 
means.  Emmanuel  was  influenced  by  this  opinion,  and 
decreed,  that  all  the  Jews  and  Moor;,  who  were  not 
willing  to  embrace  the  chriftian  faith,  mould  quit  his 
territories.  In  fhort,  a  day  was  fixed,  after  which  all 
thofe  who  remained  in  Portugal  were  to  lole  their  li- 
berty. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  1497,  Ferdinand 
and  I  label  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  Charles  king  of 
France.  They  fent  ambafiadors  to  Emanuel,  to  renew 
the  leagues  which  they  had  formerly  made  with  John, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  defire  aid  againit  Charles.  The 
king,  with  the  concurrence  of  all  his  council,  readily 
granted  the  firft  part  of  this  requeft  ;  but  as  to  the 
reft,  he  told  them,  that  at  prefent  a  treaty  of  peace  fub- 
fifted  between  him  and  Charles,  which  he  could  not 
break  through,  without  being  guilty  of  the  higheft  dis- 
honour, efpecially  fince  the  war  was  at  fuch  a  diftance 
and  Spain  not  invaded  by  the  French.  But  if  the  king 
of  France  mould  carry  his  arms  into  Spain,  in  that 
cafe,  according  to  the  league,  he  would  contribute  his 
afTi fiance,  and  oppofe  him  with  all  his  vigor.  Their 
Caftilian  majefties  were  Satisfied,  or  feemed  to  be  fo 
with  this  anfwer. 

The  time  now  approached  when  the  Jews,  who 
would  not  become  Chriflians,  were  to  leave  the  king- 
dom ;  and  all  of  them  were  buly  to  prepare  for  their 
departure.  It  gave  Emmanuel  great  uneafmefs  to  think, 
that  fo  many  thoufand  men  fhould  be  driven  into  ba- 
nifhment,  and  he  was  defirous  at  leaft  to  bring  over 
their  fons.  For  this  purpofe  he  devifed  a  fcheme, 
which  in  faff,  was  contrary  tojuftice  and  equity,  though 
in  the  event  it  was  as  he  meant  it  fhould.^  attended 
with  good  confequences.  He  ordered  all  the  fons  of 
the  Jews  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  to  be  forcibly 
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taken  from  their  parents,  that  they  might  be  inftructed 
and  educated  in  the  chriftian  faith  :  this  could  not  be 
put  in  execution  without  producing  fome  affecting  cir- 
cumftances.  It  was,  indeed,  a  moving  fpectacle  to  be- 
hold children  torn  from  the  embraces  of  their  mothers, 
fathers  dragged  from  the  necks  of  their  fons,  and  ufed 
with  violence  *,  cries  and  lamentations  from  all  quarters, 
and  every  place  filled  with  female  fhriekings.  Some 
were  moved  with  fo  much  indignation,  that  they  de- 
ftroyed  their  fons  by  throwing  them  into  wells ;  others 
were  didracted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  laid  violent 
hands  upon  themfelves.  There  was  (till  another  ca- 
lamity which  bore  hard  upon  thefe  wretched  mortals  ; 
thofe  who  were  defirous  of  leaving  a  country  where 
they  met  with  fuch  treatment,  had  not  the  liberty  of 
fo  doing.  The  king  was  fo  much  bent  on  making 
converts  of  this  people,  that  he  was  refolved  partly  by 
rewards  to  induce  them,  partly  by  neceflity  to  oblige 
them  to  embrace  the  chriftian  faith.  By  agreement, 
he  was  to  have  provided  fhipping  for  the  Jews,  and 
allow  them  a  free  departure  •,  but  this  he  purpofely  put 
off  from  time  to  time.  At  firft,  there  were  three  dif- 
ferent ports  afiigned,  where  they  were  to  go  aboard, 
but  it  was  afterwards  ordered,  that  they  mould  take 
fhipping  only  from  Lifbon  ;  this  obliged  the  Jews  to 
come  from  all  quarters,  and  refort  to  that  place  ;  but  the 
time  was  fo  far  fpun  out  by  thefe  delays,  that  the  day 
fixed  was  elapfed,  and  great  numbers  who  had  not  left 
Portugal,  now  forfeited  their  liberty  :  being  tired  out 
with  thefe  hard/hips,  they  at  length  became  Chriftians. 
Some  perhaps  were  fincere  in  their  converfion,  but 
many  more  only  in  outward  fhew,  that  they  might  make 
their  life  lefs  painful  and  irkfome.  They  were,  how- 
ever, baptized  and  initiated  into  the  myfteries  of  our 
holy  religion  :  by  this  means  they  recovered  their  fons, 
and  were  reftored  to  their  liberty  ;  the  king  was  ex- 
tremely kind  to  them,  and  gave  them  great  encourage- 
ment ;  fo  that  many  of  the  Jews  lived  very  agreeably 
in  the  Portuguefe  dominions.     This  was  the   method 
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tifed  to  bring  about  the  converfion  of  that  people  j 
but  furely  it  muft  be  owned  to  be  unwarrantable.  Will 
anyone  pretend  to  maintain,  that  it  was  confident  with 
the  principles  of  juftice  or  religion,  to  force  perverfe 
and  obftinate  minds  into  a  belief  of  things,  which,  in 
reality,  they  defpife  and  reject  ?  Will  any  one  pretend 
to  take  upon  him  to  hinder  the  freedom  of  the  will,  or 
put  fetters  on  the  underftanding?  This  isimpoffible  to 
be  done,  and  is  directly  oppofite  to  the  doctrine  of 
Chrift.  He  does  not  take  pleafure  in  any  thing  that 
proceeds  from  force  or  reftraint,  and  is  delighted  only 
with  a  voluntary  facrifice  that  flows  from  the  hear:. 
He  does  not  command  violence  to  be  offered  to  the 
minds  of  men,  but  by  perfuafion  and  gentle  ufage, 
that  they  fhould  be  invited  to  the  ftudy  of  true  re- 
ligion. Bcfides,  what  is  more  prcfumptuous  than  for 
a  mortal  to  take  upon  him  to  do  what  the  Divine  fpi- 
rit  can  only  effect  ?  It  is  he  alone  who  is  able  to  enlighten 
and  purify  the  minds  of  men  ;  and  fuch  as  he  finds  to 
be  not  altogether  perverfe  and  repugnant  to  his  holy 
influence,  thefe  he  removes  from  darknefs,  and  makes 
them  fee  the  truths  of  chriftianity.  In  fine,  is  it  not 
fcandalous  and  unworthy,  that  religion  fhould  be  fo  far 
proftituted  as  to  admit  men  of  fo  much  infidelity  and 
diffim illation  into  her  holy  myfteries  ?  That  thofe  who 
hold  in  contempt  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,  fhould  have 
fuch  an  opportunity  given  them  of  exercifing  their  im- 
piety and  ridicule?  That  from  a  religious  pretence,  re- 
ligion mould  be  thus  violated  and  debafed  ?  Yet  there 
were  many  who  highly  applauded  this  condu6t  of 
Emmanuel,  with  regard  to  the  Jews,  efpecially  fince  fe- 
veral  religious  and  learned  men  were  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  lawful,  and  had  been  formerly  put  in  practice  by 
many  Chriftian  prince^.  And  indeed,  there  never  have 
been,  nor  ever  will  be  wanting,  perfons  who  will  al- 
ways fquare  their  fentiments  with  the  humour  of  their 
prince,  in  order  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  his  favour. 
This  ftep  of  the  king,  though  unjuft  in  itfelf,  produced 
molt  excellent  effects,  fuch  as  we  every  day  behold ; 

for 
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For  notwithftanding  many  of  that  people  might  put 
on  a  religious  mafic,  yet  the  fons  of  fuch  having  forgot 
the  impiety  of  their  fathers,  and  influenced  by  cuftom 
as  well  as  example,  now  worfhip  Chrift  m®ft  devoutly, 
and  live  according  to  his  rules.  Thus  it  was,  that  the 
Jews  were  partly  removed  into  banifhment,and  partly 
loft  the  name  of  Jews  •,  but  the  Moors,  who  would  not 
quit  the  pernicious  errors  of  Mahometifm,  were  al- 
lowed to  depart  for  Africa  unmolefted,  left,  if  they 
had  been  injured,  the  Chriftians  who  lived  in  Africa 
or  Afia,  fhould  fuffer  upon  that  account. 

The  fame  year,  the  king  began  to  treat  about  mar- 
riage. He  was  defirous,  as  we  have  already  mentioned, 
to  have  for  wife  Ifabel  the  widow  of  Alphonfo,  the 
fon  of  John,  having  contracted  a  violent  love  for  this 
lady,  upon  account  of  her  fine  accomplifhments  and 
prudent  behaviour.  He  communicated  his  defigrt 
to  Alvaro,  the  brother  of  Ferdinand.  This  gentle- 
man had  great  influence  with  the  king  and  queen  of 
Spain,  andpromifed  he  would  ufe  his  utmoft  intereft 
to  bring  about  the  affair.  For  this  reafen,  he  went 
back  to  Caftile,  and  from  thence  wrote  a  letter  to 
Emmanuel,  informing  him,  that  he  found  their  Spanifh 
majefties  no  ways  averfe  to  fuch  an  alliance.  The  king 
thereupon  fent,as  his  embaffador  to  Spain, John  Emma- 
nuel, lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  a  man  of  great  di- 
fcretion.  This  embaffy  was  very  grateful  to  the  king 
and  queen  of  Caftile,  and  the  match  was  accordingly 
agreed  to.  Ifabel  alone  was  very  much  againft  it,  part- 
ly owing  to  the  grief  which  had  overwhelmed  her  ever 
fince  the  death  of  Alphonfo,  partly  to  a  notion  which 
flie  had  conceived,  of  its  being  unbecoming  to  have  a 
fecond  hufband.  She  could  not  therefore,  at  flrft,  be 
prevailed  on  to  enter  again  into  the  marriag  eftate ; 
but  being  at  laft  over-perfuaded,by  the  advice  and  en- 
treaties of  her  parents,  and  influenced  by  the  arguments 
of  feveral  religious  perfons,  who  reprefenfed  to  her  how 
much  this  match  would  contribute  to  the  peace  and  fe- 
curity  of  all  Spain,  fhe  complied  with  their  requeft. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  whilft  the  necefifary  preparations 
were  making  in  Portugal  for  the  reception  of  Ifabel, 
Emmanuel  entered  upon  a  very  great  and  glorious  un- 
dertaking. That  we  may  fet  forth  this  with  the  more 
exactnefs,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  trace  the  whole 
affair  from  its  original :  John  the  fir  ft,  king  of  Por- 
tugal, had  acquired  great  fame  by  ridding  his  country 
of  invading  enemies,  over  whom  he  gained  many  fa- 
mous victories :  nor  was  his  love  of  glory  lefTened  by 
old  age  •,  for  then  he  fitted  out  a  formidable  fleet, 
which  befieged  and  took  Ceuta,  a  very  large,  rich,  and 
ftrong  city  of  Barbary,  fituated  near  the  ftreights  of 
Gibraltar ;  and  the  Portuguefe  who  were  in  that  ga- 
rifon,  had  now  an  opportunity  given  them  of  extend- 
ing their  arms  farther.  Henry,  the  fon  of  John,  who 
had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfclf  by  his  bravery  at  the 
fiege  of  Ceuta,  likewife  carried  on  the  fame  grand  de- 
fign.  He  built  a  fleet  which  he  fent  to  cruize  upon 
the  coaft  of  Barbary,  towards  the  fouth  ;  being  in- 
flamed with  a  ftrong  defire  of  finding  out  foreign  coun- 
tries, he  ordered  the  commanders  of  the  fleet  to  go  as 
far  as  poflible.  Thence  it  happened,  by  the  activity  of 
thefe  brave  men,  and  the  concurrence  of  fome  lucky 
circumftances,  that  a  great  part  of  Africa,  towards 
Ethiophia,  as  well  as  feveral  iflands,  became  fubject  to 
the  Portuguefe  :  the  more  diftant  and  wonderful  thofe 
places  were  faid  to  be,  where  our  (hips  put  in,  the 
greater  defire  this  prince  had  of  finding  out  countries 
ftill  more  remote.  Henry  was  a  man  of  an  afpiring 
foul,  and  remarkable  for  his  attachment  to  religion : 
his  ambition  was  not  fo  much  to  make  his  own  name 
famous,  as  to  propagate  the  chriftian  religion  ;  and  he 
thought  nothing  could  be  more  conducive  thereto  than 
fuch  expeditions,  whereby  he  might  fpread  the  name 
of  Chrift  amongft  thofe  barbarous  nations.  That  he 
might  do  this  with  greater  facility,  he  went  to  Sagre, 
a  town  in  Algarve,  about  four  miles  from  Cape  St. 
Vincent.  There  he  fitted  out  a  fleet  with  an  intention, 
that  they  fhould  try  to  find  out  a  pafTage  to  the  eaftern 
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nations ;  but  death  prevented  him  from  carrying  thefe 
defigns  into  execution.  He  died  in  1460,  in  the  67th 
year  of  his  age.  He  left  no  iiTue  behind  him,  for  he 
Was  never  married,  but  prefcrved  the  ftrideft  conti- 
nence during  his  whole  life.  After  his  death,  AI- 
phonfo  thefon  of  king  Duarte,  Henry's  brother,  filled 
the  throne  ;  but  he  being  fo  much  harnifted  with  wars, 
could  not  enter  into  the  fchemes  of  his  predeceflbr. 
The  crown  came  atl<jng'h  to  John  the  fon  of  Alphonfo, 
who  fet  about  this  affair  with  great  vigor,  and  was  at 
vaft  expence  to  carry  on  what  had  been  already  begun. 
In  his  time,  the  created  part  of  Ethiophia  was  vifitcd, 
and  our  fleet  came  into  places  which  learned  men,  in 
former  ages,  thought  there  was  no  poflibility  of  reach- 
ing. They  turned  the  Point,  which  had  hitherto  been 
the  utmoft  extent  of  navigation  in  thefe  parts,  and 
failed  as  far  as  the  Line ;  nor  did  they  flop  here,  but 
proceeded  further,  and  difcovered  vaft  tracts  of  un- 
known land.  Being  now  out  of  fight  of  the  polar 
flar,  they  were  obliged  to  fix  upon  conftellations  in 
the  fouthern  hemifphere,  by  which  they  might  (leer 
their  coiirfe.  A  new  navigation  being  thus  opened, 
thofe  who  came  afterwards  into  thefe  teas  made  ftill 
greater  difco'veries,  and  at  lad  reached  the  extremity 
of  that  prodigious  promontory,  which  en  the  weft 
fide  runs  fonchward  35  degrees  from  the  line,  befidts 
four  which  it  has  of  north  latitude  ;  fo  that  its  whole 
extent  amounts  to  39  degree*,  that  ir,  2340  miles  ; 
but  on  the  eaftern  fide  it  is  much  more  extenfive.  In 
turning  this  promontory  they  met  with  the  mod  fu- 
rious tempefts,  whence  they  called  it  Tormentos;  which 
in  the  Portugufe  language  lignifies  boifterous  weather. 
Having  examined  this  cap?,  or  extremity  of  this  pro- 
montory, they  returned   home. 

The  account  which  John  received  of  the  fituation 
and  length  of  this  promontory,  gave  him  inexrrefiible 
joy  -,  he  had  now  great  expectations  of  finding  a  paf- 
fage  to  India,  and  therefore  called  the  extremity  of 
that  neck  of  land,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,     He  made 
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choice  of  feveral  perfons,  Jews  as  well  as  Chriftians, 
fuch  as  he  iound  to  be  men  of  genius  and  activity  *, 
thefe  he  fent  by  the  way  of  Alexandria  and  Ethiophia, 
from  thence  to  fail  for  India,  to  get  intelligence  from 
people  acquainted  with  thofe  coafts,  what  was  the  pro- 
per courfe  to  fixer  from  the  Cape  to  the  Eaft-Indies. 
But  death  put  a  flop  to  John's  further  progrefs  in  thefe 
affairs  -,  fo  that  he  left  to  Emmanuel  not  only  the  inhe- 
ritance of  his  kingdom,  but  likewife  his  earned  defire 
of  carrying  on  this  new  navigation. 

There  were  many  in  Emmanuel's  council  who  en- 
deavoured to  difluade  him  from  this  defign.  They 
maintained,  that  upon  fuch  uncertain  hopes,  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  run  headlong  into  fo  many  cer- 
tain dangers.  Befieles,  as  India  was  fo  remote  from 
Portugal,  they  thought  it  almoft  impoflible  that  ad- 
vantages could  be  reaped  equivalent  to  the  hardfhips 
which  muft  be  fuftained  in  fo  long  and  perilous  a  voy- 
age. At  the  fame  time  they  reprefented,  that  the  em- 
barking in  fuch  an  affair  would,  in  all  probability,  in- 
volve him  in  a  war  with  the  Egyptian  fultan,  who  was 
very  powerful  in  the  Eaft.  if  he  even  fucceeded  ac- 
cording to  his  wifhes,  this  would  draw  upon  him  the 
envy  of  other  princes  in  Chriftendom  •,  which  might 
be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences :  if  he  aimed 
at  glory,  of  this  they  faid  he  might  acquire  a  greater 
fhare  by  carrying  on  the  war  in  Africa  with  fpirit  and 
refolution  :  if  intereft  was  what  he  purfued,  he  might 
gain  many  more  advantages  in  numberlefs  places  of 
Ethiophia,  which  he  had  partly  fubdued  by  force,  and 
partly  gained  by  friendfhip  and  alliances. 

Thefe  and  many  other  arguments  were  advanced  in 
Emmanuel's  council,  but  all  were  not  fufficient  to  divert 
him  from  his  purpofe.  He  looked  upon  defpair  as 
the  mark  of  a  low  and  groveling  mind,  whereas  he 
accounted  hope  to  be  the  quality  of  a  noble  and  afpir- 
ing  foul.  Henry  and  John  could  never  be  influenced 
by  thefe  arguments,  but  had  perfifted  in  their  refolu- 
tion of  difcovering  a  pafTage  to  India.     He  therefore 
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chofe  rather  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  illuftrious 
predecefibrs,  than  follow  the  advice  of  fuch  over-cau- 
tious and  diffident  perfons:  befides,  he  was  fomewhat 
moved  by  a  circumftance  which  had  the  appearance  of 
a  prophecy.  John,  in  his  life-time,  had  given  him  as 
an  advice,  that  when  he  came  to  the  throne,  amongft 
his  other  badges  of  royalty,  he  mould  likewife  add  a 
fphere  marked  with  the  celeltial  circles.  By  this,  John 
feemed  to  foretel,  that  in  Emmanuel's  reign,  the  Por- 
tuguefe  mould  acquire  great  wealth  and  glory  by  dis- 
coveries made  in  the  eaft  and  weftern  regions.  In 
fine,  his  zeal  for  propagating  the  chriftian  religion  was 
another  motive  to  make  him  purfue  his  defign,  and 
hinder  him  from  hearkening  to  his  timorous  coun- 
fellors. 

Emmanuel,  therefore,  ordered  Laurence  Fernando, 
with  all  expedition,  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  and  gave  the 
command  of  it  to  Vaico  de  Gama,  a  nobleman  of  great 
abilities,  in  whom  he  put  the  higheft  confidence.  He 
gave  him  all  neceffary  inftructions,  and  mod  earneflly 
recommended  to  him,  that  he  would  conduct  the  af- 
fair with  fpirit  and  difcretion.  Gama  undertook  to 
execute  the  commiffion  with  fidelity,  and  thanked  his 
majefty  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him  :  he  de- 
fired  his  brother  Paul,  for  whom  he  had  the  greater!: 
affection,  upon  account  of  his  bravery,  might  accom- 
pany him  in  the  expedition.  This  the  king  readily 
granted.  The  fleet  confifted  only  of  four  mips,  be- 
ing fent  out  to  difcover  countries,  not  to  carry  on  ho- 
flile  intentions.  Vafco  de  Gama  had  the  flag  fhip, 
his  brother  was  captain  of  the  fecond,  and  Nicholas 
Coelo  of  the  third  ;  the  fourth  being  a  ilore  fhip,  was 
commanded  by  Goncalo  Nunnez,  There  was  a  cha- 
pel by  the  fea-fide,  about  four  miles  from  Lifbon, 
built  by  Emmanuel  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary  $ 
thither  Gama  reforted  the  day  before  he  went  abroad, 
and  fpent  the  whole  night  in  offering  up  prayers,  and. 
performing  other  religious  duties.  Next  day  he  was 
followed  by  vaft  crouds  of  people  to  take  leave  of 
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Him  and  the  reft  who  embarked  in  the   expedition. 
Not  only  thofe  in  holy  orders,  but  all  prefent,    with 
one  voice  put  up  their  petitions  to  the  Almighty,  that 
he  would  grant  them  a  profperous  voyage,  and  a  fafe 
return.     Many  of  thofe  who  came  to  fee  them  aboard 
were  deeply  concerned,  and  exprefTed  their  forrow  as 
if  they  had  been  come  to  the  funeral  of  their  friends. 
Behold,  faid  they,    the  curfed  effects  of  avarice  and 
ambition  1  What  greater  punifhment  could  be  devifed 
for  thefe  men,  if  guilty  of  the  blacked  crimes  ?  To 
be  thrown  upon  the  mercilefs  ocean,  to  encounter  all 
the  dangers  of  fuch  a  voyage,  and  venture  their  lives 
in  a  thoufand  fhapes.     Would  it  not  be  more  eligible 
to  fuffer  death  at  home,  than  be  buried  in  rhe  deep  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  their  native  country  ?  Thefe,  and 
many  other  things  did  dieir  fears  fuggeft.     But  Ga- 
ma,  though  he  fhed  fome  tears  at  departure  from  his 
friends,  was  full  of  hope,  and  went  aboard  with  great 
alacrity.     He  failed  on  the  9th  of  July  1497.     Thofe 
who  ftood  on  the  Ihore,  followed  the  fhips  with  their 
eyes  ;  nor  did  they  move  from  thence  till  the  fleet  was 
under  full  fail,  and  quite  out  of  fight. 

In  the  mean  while,  Emmanuel  received  an  exprcfs 
from  their  Caftilian  majefties,  informing  him,  that  all 
fuitable  preparations  were  made  for  celebrating  the 
nuptials  of  Ifabel ;  accordingly  he  fet  out  from  Cintra 
For  Ebora,  where  he  fummoned  the  greateft  part  of  his 
nobility  to  attend  him.  Ifabel  and  her  mother  were 
then  at  Alcantara  in  Valencia,  almoft  upon  the  con- 
fines of  Portugal ;  but  king  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to 
ftay  with  his  fon  John,  who  lay  dangeroufly  ill  at  Sa- 
lamanca. Thus  it  had  been  agreed  on  by  him  and 
his  queen,  that  me  mould  accompany  her  daughter 
whilft  me  remained  with  John,  and,  upon  his  recovery, 
Ferdinand  was  to  fet  out  for  Valencia,  to  grace  rhe 
ceremony  with  his  prefence,  and  give  away  his  daugh- 
ter. Emmanuel  being  defirous  the  marriage  might  be 
concluded  as  foon  as  poflible,  wrote  to  the  queen,  that 
with  her  leave  he  would  come  to  Valencia  to  receive 

his 


Book  I.       the  PORTUGUESE,  &c.  37 

his  wife.     She  advifed  Ferdinand  of  this  by  a  letter* 
who  returned  for  anfwer,  that  John  being  fo  extreme- 
ly bad,  he  could  not  poflibly  leave  him;  but  fince 
Emmanuel  was  fo  impatient,  the  marriage  might  be 
confummated  when  he  pleafed.     He  defired  his  Por- 
tuguefe  majefty  would  bring  but  a  few  attendants,  and 
that  all  public  demonftrations  of  joy  might  be  deferred 
till   a   more  proper  feafon.      The   queen  thereupon 
wrote  to  Emmanuel  to  the  famepurpofe  ;  who,  w  ith- 
out  delay,  fet  out  for  Valencia.     A  few  days  after  his 
arrival,  (he  received  a  difpatch,  giving  account  of  the 
death  of  her  fon  *,  however,  me  kept  it  filent  in  her 
own  bread,  that  (he  might  not  make  Emmanuel  a  (harer 
in  her  grief •,  but  it  could  not  be  long  concealed  from 
him.     Having  difcovered   it  to  be  to,  he  thought  it 
mod  prudent  for  him  to  fet  out  for  Portugal  with  his 
bride,  before  (he  head  of  the  melancholy  news  ;  ac- 
cordingly he  went  to  Ebora,  where  at  laft  he  divulged 
the  death  of  J  >hn  to  the  queen,  who  fhewed  the  mod 
in^xpreflible  forrow  upon  that  account.     The  death  of 
this  prince,  as  he  was  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown, 
and  the  only  male  ilTue,  could  not  but  greatly  affect 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Spain-,  fo  that  there   was  a 
univerfd   mourning  and  regret.     He  left  behind  him 
Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  to  the  emperor  Maximi- 
lian, who  held   the  fovereignty  of  Upper  Pannonia, 
now  called  Auftria.     She   was  with  child  when  John 
died ;  fo   that  the   people  had  fome  hopes  fhe  might 
bring  forth  an  heir,  and  fo  prevent  the  kingdom's  fall- 
ing to  a  foreign  prince :  but  all  their  fond  expectations 
were  difappointed  ;  for  in  a  few  days  Margaret  mif- 
earried.     Thus  it  happened,  that  the  right  of  inherit- 
ance now  defcended  to  Ifabel,  tided  daughter  of  Fer- 
dinand. 

Emmanuel,  in  the  mem  while,  was  wholly  taken  up 
w>.h  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom.  He  fettled  th?  rights 
of  priv.ice  poffeffions,  granted  immunities,  upon  cer- 
ta';i  reftricYions,  and  marked  out  the  boundaries  of 
provinces,  towns,  and  cites,  that  all  difputes  about 
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property  might  be  prevented,  and  citizens  enjoy  their 
privileges  in  fecurity.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year, 
he  and  his  queen,  who  was  now  pregnant,  went  to 
Lifbon.  Here  they  received  a  difpatch  from  their  Ca- 
ftilian  majefties,  giving  an  account  of  Margaret's  mif- 
carriage,  and  definng  them  to  cometoCaftille,  that  they 
might  be  declared  lawful  heirs  to  the  crown,  and  receive 
allegiance  from  the  people.  Emmanuel  law  there  was  a 
neceffity  for  going  to  Spain,  but  firfl  of  all  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  iummon  again  his  council  •,  and  he 
ena&ed  feveral  wifc  and  falutary  laws.  On  the  firft  of 
April  1498,  they  fet  out  on  their  journey,  attended  on- 
ly with  300  horfe.  Their  Spanifh  majefties  had  de- 
fired  them  not  to  bring  a  great  retinue,  left  this  mould 
create  animofities  betwixt  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe, 
which,  upon  fuch  occafions,  are  apt  ro  fpring  from  the 
mod  frivolous  caufes.  Amongft  thefe  few  attendants, 
moftly  men  of  the  greater!  nobility,  was  George  the 
fon  of  John,  who,  though  a  youth,  was  univerfally 
admired.  In  his  difpofition  as  well  as  perfon,  he  fo 
much  refembled  his  father,  that  he  revived  in  every 
one's  mind  the  grateful  remembrance  of  that  celebrated 
monarch. 

Emmanuel  and  Ifabel,  with  all  who  accompanied 
them,  were  dreffed  in  black  to  exprefs  their  forrow  for 
the  lofs  of  a  prince  fo  much  lamented  throughout  all 
Spain.  When  they  entered  the  territories  of  this  king- 
dom, the  duke  of  Medina  came  on  horfeback  to  re- 
ceive them.  As  foon  as  he  came  up  with  them,  he 
difmounted,  and  kiffed  their  hands ;  all  the  reft  of  the 
nobility  did  the  fame.  As  they  pafted  through  the 
cities  and  towns,  vaft  crouds  of  people  came  forth  to 
welcome  them  :  great  rejoicings  were  fhewn,  and  fump- 
tuous  preparations  made  every  where  for  their  recep- 
tion. 

It  was  now  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening  when  they 
approached  the  city  of  Toledo,  from  whence  Fer- 
dinand came  out  to  receive  them,  and  embraced  both 
in  a  very  loving  and  affectionate  manner.     The  ma- 
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giftrates  of  the  city  waited  at  the  gates,  and  in  the 
mod  refpectful  terms  acknowledged  fubmiflion  and 
obedience  to  their  Portuguefe  majefties.  They  were 
conducted  to  church,  under  a  golden  umbrello.  After 
prayers  were  offered  up,  they  went  to  the  palace,  where 
queen  Ifabel  received  them  with  the  higheft  marks  of 
joy.  Their  arrival  feemed  to  have  difpelled  from  her 
mind  that  gloomy  forrow  with  which  (lie  had  been  over- 
whelmed ever  fince  the  death  of  her  fon.  Ferdinand 
was  extremely' complaifant  to  all  the  nobility  who  ac- 
companied Emmanuel,  but  efpecially  to  George,  whom 
he  diftinguifhed  with  the  greater!:  honour. 

The  king  and  queen  of  Spain  thought  that  no  de- 
lay ought  to  be  made  ;  therefore,  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards they  fet  about  the  bufinefs  for  which  they  had 
fummoned  a  general  afTembly  of  the  kingdom,  and 
fent  for  their  Ion  in  law  and  daughter.  On  the  fun- 
day  following,  Emmanuel  and  Ifabel  were  conducted  to 
church  with  great  pomp,  the  former  having  his  horfe 
led  by  the  duke  of  Medina  walking  a  foot  on  the  right 
fide,  whilft  the  latter  had  the  fame  office  performed  by 
the  count  de  Feria  walking  on  the  left.  In  like  man- 
ner Ferdinand  and  his  queen  were  led  by  the  mafter 
of  the  horfe  and  the  duke  of  Alva.  The  archbifhop 
of  Toledo  performed  the  religious  rites,  with  great  ce- 
remony. Thefe  being  rimmed,  Ferdinand  and  Ifabel,  ad- 
vancing to  Emmanuel  and  his  queen, took  each  of  them 
by  the  hand,  and  placed  them  in  chairs  raifed  on  high, 
and  adorned  with  rich  ornaments,  then  feated  them- 
felves  on  each  fide.  The  deputies  from  the  cities  were 
difpofed  according  to  the  order  eftablifhed  in  Spain  for 
many  ages.  The  nobility  took  their  places  as  chance 
offered,  and  this  without  giving  offence  to  each  other; 
for  Ferdinand  had  in  the  moil:  friendly  manner  en- 
joyned  them,  not  on  fuch  aoccafion,  to  contend  about 
frivolous  points  of  honour,  telling  them  it  would  highly 
difpleafe  him,  if  by  their  unfcafonable  animofnes,  they 
mould  difturb  him  in  an  affair  which  he  was  defirous 
fhould  be  conducted  with  univerfal  harmony  and  agree- 
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ment.     Silence  being  proclaimed,  a  perfon  reputed  to 
be  a  great  orator  and  an  able  civilian,  got  up  and  made 
a  molt  eloquent  fpeech;  in  mis  he  fct  forth  the  peace, 
the  tranquillity,  the  increafe  of  empire,  and  many  other 
advantages  which  would    flow  from  an  union   of  the 
crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal.     He  recommended,  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  to  the  nobility  and  the  different 
cities,  that  they  fhcifd  love  and  efteem  the  king   and 
queen  of  Portugal,  and  at   all  times,  and  on  all  occa- 
sions, give  them  teftimonies  of  their  loyalty  and  affec- 
tion.    He  next  addreiTed    himfelf  to  Emmanuel  and 
lfabel,  telling  them,  he  hoped  they  would  imitate  the 
great  virtues  of  their  majeftirs  who  at  prefent  filled  the 
throne.    He  exhorted  them  to  confider  what  an  impor- 
tant truit  they  were  about  to  undertake.     That  it  was 
their  duty  to  protect  the  innocent ;  to  punim  the  guilty; 
to  ward  off  dangers,  and  give  fuccour  to  the  people;  to 
preferve  them  in  a  (fate  of  tranquillity;  and  by  all  pof- 
fib'le  means  to  make  the  kingdom  thrive  and  flour ifh. 
This  fpeech  being  ended,  the  archbifhop  advanced    to 
Emmanuel  and  I  label,  with  a  bible  in  his  hand,  which 
he  opened,  and  having  placed  a  crucifix  thereupon,  he 
defired  them  to  lay  their  hands  upon  it :  This  they  ac- 
cordingly did,  and,  after   a  fhort  form  of   words  was 
pronounced,  they   bound    themfelves   by  the  moft  fa- 
cred  oaths,  to   adminifler  juftice  with  impartiality;  to 
preferve   the   liberties  of  the  people ;  and  to  make  it 
their  higheft  ambition  to  provide  for  the  intereft   and 
welfare  of  the    whole  kingdom.     Then  the   book  was 
delivered  to  the  mailer  of  the  horfe,  who  holding  it  in 
Ins  hands,  took  the  oaths  to  Emmanuel  and  lfabel,   as 
heirs  to  the  crown;  and  that  on  all   occafions,  at   the 
hazard  of  his  life,    he  would  be  ready  to   fhew  his  at- 
tachment to  their  fervice.    The  reft  of  the  nobility,  and 
the  deputies  from  the  cities  followed  his  example.  Then 
in  the  order  they  had   taken  the  oaths   of  allegiance, 
they  went  all  up    and   kifTed    their   hands,    excepting 
only  the  citizens  of  Toledo.     It  may  not  be  foreign  to 
our  purpofe,  if  we  give  the  reafon  why  they  alone  de^ 
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dined  their  duty,  finee  we  may  learn  from  thence, 
what  flight  caufes  will  often  give  rife  to  the  moll  tur- 
bulent feditions,  and  be  attended  with  fatal  confequen- 
ces,  if  not  prevented  by  the  utmoft  wifdom  and  dif- 
cretion. 

There  had  been  a  difpute  of  long  (landing  betwixt 
the  citizens  of  Toledo  and  thofe  of  Burgos  about  pre- 
eminence :  the  former  maintained  their  city  to  be  the 
metropolis  of  Caftiie,  whilit  the  latter  with  as  much 
warmth  affirmed  Toledo  to  be  the  capital  of  Spain. 
The  point  in  queftion  could  never  be  brought  to  an 
amicable  conclufion,  io  that  neither  would  yield  to  the 
other  in  precedency  ;  as  often  then  as  any  of  the  kings 
of  Spain  fummoned  an  affembly,  there  was  a  danger, 
that  the  reprefentatives  of  thefe  cities  would  proceed  to 
violence.  Alphonfo  the  eleventh  having  called  a  public 
diet  of  his  people,  was  refolved  in  fome  fhape  to  put 
an  end  to  this  controverfy:  therefore,  in  prefence  of  the 
whole  affembly,  before  there  was  any  mention  made 
of  the  difpute,  he  faid,  *  I  know  the  citizens  of  To- 
4  ledo  will  obey  my  will  with  chearfulnefs,  let  thofe  of 
1  Burgos  fpeak.'  This  declaration  of  the  king  pleafed 
both,  becaufe  each  imagined  the  preference  was  given 
to  them.  The  citizens  of  Toledo  thought  the  greatefl 
hoynour  was  fhewn  to  them,  becaufe  the  king  menti- 
oned them  firft;  whilft  thofe  of  Burgos  were  perfuaded 
his  majefty  had  mod  honoured  them,  by  calling  on 
them  to  fpeak  firft.  The  fucceeding  princes,  as  often 
as  they  fummoned  an  affembly,  followed  the  fame  me- 
thod. The  citizens  of  Toledo,  however,  did  not  choofe 
to  pay  their  refpedb  in  the  public  affembly,  that  they 
might  not,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  revive  the  old  dif- 
pute. But  after  their  majefties  had  lefc  the  church, 
and  were  on  their  way  to  the  archbifhop's  palace, 
where  a  moll  elegant  entertainment  was  prepared, 
the  citizens  of  Toledo  went  up  to  them,  in  the  mofl 
fubmifiive  manner,  and  kiffed  their  hands. 

The   affembly  being  difmififed,    Ferdinand   and  his 
queen  fet  out  for  Arragon,  with  their  fon  in  law  and 
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daughter,  in  order  to  have  them  declared  heirs  to  that 
kingdom,  and  that  they  might  receive  allegiance  there,  as 
in  Cattilc.  As  they  made  their  progrefs  thro'  the  country 
they  were  met  by  vaft  crowds  of  people,  who  gave  the 
greatcft:  demom! rations  of  joy  at  their  arrival;  and 
the  nobility  as  well  as  all  the  different  cities,  made 
fumpruous  and  princely  preparations  for  their  reception. 
On  the  fi.ft  of  June,  they  reached  Caragoca,  where 
they  were  received  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and  folem- 
nity.  After  a  few  days  reit  Ferdinand  gave  orders, 
that  this  city,  as  tnofe  in  Caftile  had  done,  mould 
take  oaths  of  allegiance  to  Emmanuel  and  Ifabel.  The 
Caragocians,  however,  faid  they  could  not  comply,  till 
they  had  a  conference  with  the  citizens  of  Valentia  and 
Barcelona,  whom  they  looked  upon  to  be  the  guar- 
dians and  protectors  of  their  liberties.  Neverthelefs, 
Ferdinand  infilled  they  mould  make  no  delay,  fince  he 
was  fure,  he  faid,  thefe  cities  would  perform  their 
duty,  when  required  :  And  he  faw  noreafon  why  they 
fhould  put  off  an  affair  which  admitted  of  fo  little 
doubt.     They  anfwered,  *  That  it  was  a  matter  noc 

*  to  be  determined  rafhly,  but  required  the  utmoft  de- 

*  liberation  •,  that  they  did  not  hefitate  about  giving 
4  their  allegiance,  but  about  the  terms  and  conditions 
4  on  whicn  it  was  to  be  given.     And  before  this  point 

*  was  fettled,  (hey  thought   it   convenient  to  hold    a 

*  convention  with  their  fellow-citizens,  by  whofe  joint 

*  afliftance  and  counfel,  they  might  be  the  more  able 
'  to  fupport   the  common  caufe.     However,  fince   it 

*  was  his    majefty's  pleafure,  that  they  fhould  imme- 

*  diately  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  they  faid,  they 
'  would  obey  his  commands,  on  condition  Emanuel 

*  and  Ifabel  mould  bind  themfelves   by  an  oath,  that, 

*  upon  their   acceffion  to  the  throne,  they  would   re- 

*  (lore  thofe  rights  and  immunities  to  the  people  of 
6  Arragon,  which  Ferdinand  himfelf  had  taken  from 
4  them.'  The  king  replied,  he  would  by  no  means 
jliffer  a  reflituticn  to  be  made  of  privileges,  which  they 
juftfy  forfeited  by  the  abufe  they  had  made  -of  them. 
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Three  months  were  fpent  in  chefe  difputes,  which  gave 
great  umbrage  to  their  Caftilian  majcfties.  They  had 
many  reafons  to  be  offended,  but  one  thing  particular- 
ly touched  them  :  The  Caragoiians  affirmed  it  to  be 
contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  Arragon,  to  be  under 
the  dominion  of  a  woman.  And  therefore  if  the  king 
died  without  male  ifiue,  that  the  people  would  then 
have  a  right  to  elect  any  perfon  whom  they  eftcemed 
worthy  of  fuch  a  high  dignity.  In  the  mean  while  the 
citizens,  jealous  of  their  liberties,  held  meetings  and  ca- 
bals, to  concert  meafures  for  the  common  caufe.  They 
provided  arms,  and  concealed  them  in  their  houfes;  they 
drew  together  their  forces  from  all  quarters,  and,  in! 
fhort,  omitted  nothing  which  might  enable  them  to 
ftand  in  defence  of  their  rights  and  privileges'.  How- 
ever, all  thefe  tumults  were  quieted  by  the  birth  of  a 
fon,  whom  young  Ifabel  brought  forth  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft.  He  was  named  Michael.  Ferdinand  was  fo 
tranfported  with  this  piece  of  good  fortune,  that  he 
could  hardly  contain  his  joy  ;  with  a  loud  voice  he 
congratulated  every  one  on  the  birth  of  this  prince,  who 
was  heir  to  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  But  alas  !  how  un- 
certain are  the  joys  of  human  life !  how  quickly  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fcenes  of  deeped  furrow!  Iftbd  during  her 
pregnancy  had  been  very  much  indifpofed,  and  as  her 
time  drew  near,  became  worfe  and  worfe  ;  after  her 
delivery  fhe  was  reduced  extremely  low,  and  a  few 
days  afterwards  died,  in  her  father's  arms.  This  lady 
was  a  mining  example  of  piety,  modefty,  and  difcre- 
tion  ;  all  which  fhe  difplayed  in  a  mod  confpicuous 
manner  in  her  lad  moments.  Her  affections  were  not 
fixed  upon  this  life,  but  raifedto  another,  which  isever- 
lafting  and  full  of  felicity.  The  death  of  this  princefs 
was  univerfally  lamented,  and  threw  a  damp  upon  that 
joy  which  the  king,  the  nobility,  and  all  the  cities 
had  expreffed    on   the  birth  of  the  young  prince. 

The  funeral  rites  being  performed^  and  all  things 
fettled  according  to  the  will  of  the  d  Ccafcd  queen, 
Emmanuel  then  began  to  think  of  fetting  out  for  For* 
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tugal.  When  he  took  leave  of  Ferdinand  and  liabel, 
this  brought  their  forrow  afrefh  into  their  minds > 
while  he  at  the  fame  time,  was  deeply  affected  with  (he 
thoughts  of  having  loft  a  wife  of  fuch  extraordinary 
virtue.  He  was  attended  by  a  greac  number  of  the 
Spanim  nobility,  who  accompanied  him  as  far  as  the 
Portuguefc  territories.  In  this  journey  thither,  when 
at  the  town  a^da,  he   fent  atnbaflad        to  the 

Pope,  exhorting  h  to  fet  about  the  .formation  of 
the  (lurch,  lie  morals  were  iut«;ly  degenerated,  re- 
ligious zeal  was  extinguifhed ;  vice  and  licentioufnefs 
ipniverfally  prevailed,  and  relig;on  was  proftitu.ed  to 
the  moft  unworthy  purpofes.  The  city  whera  piety 
and  devotion  ought  todwell,  was  now  become  the  com- 
mon fink  of  wickednefs  and  debauchery.  In  fhort, 
things  were  come  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that  thechu  ch 
of  Rome  mud  fail  to  ruin,  if  notreco  e  ed  oyaipeedy 
reformation.  Emmanuel  therefore  earneftly  entreated, 
nay  in  the  name  o\  Chrift  conjured  hh  hoiinefs,  to  put 
a-ftop  to  this  growth  of  vice  and  immorality,  to  ex- 
t;  |  ate  luft,  to  reftrain  avarice,  and  check  the  prefent 
licentioufnefs  of  manners,  by  a  ftridr.  ciicipiine.  He  faid, 
it  would  highly  become  his  dignity,  and  greatiy  re- 
dbui  d  to  his  ho-  our,  if,  by  an  exemplary  piety,  he 
would  revive  a  fpiri-:  of  vinue  and  religion  in  his  own 
territories,  and  by  th's  means  recall  other  chriftian  na- 
tions to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  The  ambafladors  were 
Roderigo  de  Caftro,  and  Henry  Cputign,  noblemen 
of  great  wifdom  and  fagacity.  He  ordered  them  to 
communicate  the  particulars  of  their  comnrdion  to  king 
Ferdinand's  ambafiador,  who,  as  it  had  been  agreed  on 
by  Emmanuel  and  hisSpanifh  majefty,  was  fent  to  Rome 
on  tha  fame  ace  unt. 

Having  difpatched  thefe  pcrfons,  he  proceeded  on 
his  journey,  and  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the  13th  of 
October.  There  he  received  an  exprefs  from  Ferdinand 
and  liabel,  giving  an  account,  that  his  fon  Michael 
had  been  unanimoufly  declared  heir  to  the  kingdoms 
of  Arragon  and  Caftille,  and  had  received  the  allegiance 
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of  the  whole  people.  They  defired  the  fame  might 
be  done  in  Portugal,  fince  it  would  tend  Very  much  to 
the  peace  ami  welfare  of  both  kingdoms.  Emmanuel 
therefore  in  the  following  year  1499,  Summoned  an  af- 
fembly  for  that  purpofe.  He  required  of  them  to  pro- 
claim Michael  fuceuTor  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  and 
to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  him.  This  they  did 
not  refufe,  upon  condition  that  he,  in  the  name  of  his 
fon,  mould  make  a  promife,  and  hind  it  by  an  oath, 
thac  noplace  of  ■rufl:  or  profit,  nor  the  government  of 
any  fort  or  garifon  belonging  to  the  Por  uriiife,  either 
at  home  or  abroad,  mould  a:  any  time,  or  upon  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  be  conferred  upon  any  perfon  not 
a  native  of  Portugal.  Tnis  ki  g  readily  complied 
with,  and  confirmed  His  promife  by  figning  it  witn  his 
own  hand,  that  it  might  be  kept  as  a  public  teftimony. 
The  people  thereupon  bound  themfelves  to  be  faithful  to 
Michael. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  ambafladors  whom  Emma- 
nuel had  fent  to  the  Pope  having  as  rived  at  Rome,  had 
a  meeting  with  Garlia  LafTo,  king  Ferdinand's  3m- 
baftador,  to  whom,  according  to  their  orders,  they 
communicated  every  thing  relating  to  the  embafTy. 
After  the  affair  wai  properly  deliberated  upon,  they 
went  all  three  to  the  Pope,  and,  in  the  name  of  their 
Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  nrtajefties,  recommended  to  him, 
that  he  would  fiiew  his  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  religion, 
and  promote  true  piety,  by  extirpating  vice  and  wicked- 
nefs.  Nor  did  they  think  it  Sufficient  once  to  make 
their  application,  butpretfed  him  thereto  by  frequent  and 
repeated  felicitations,  and  published  the  particulars  of 
their  embafTy,  figned  with  their  names,  as  a  public 
teftimony,  that  nothing  had  been  omitted  by  their 
Spanifh  and  Portugueze  majefties,  which  might  con- 
tribute to  recover  the  finking  church:  This  admonition 
was  taken,  or  feemed  to  be  taken,  in  gbo'd  part  by  his 
holinefs.    It  produced  One  go<  :,  that  Alexander 

put  on  an  appearance  of  being  Iris  extravagant  and 
folute  in  his  conduct.    A  few  days  afterwards,  he  icnt  a 
2  deputy 
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deputy  to  Emmanuel,  to  prefcnt  him  with  a  fword  and 
cap,  which  he  had  confecrated.  The  king  accepted  of 
them  with  great  civility,  and  fern  back  the  mefTengef 
with  rich  prefents,  and  a  letter  to  Alexander,  wherein 
he  declared  he  would  always  adhere  to  the  intereft  of 
religion,  and  be  ready  to  efpouie  the  caufe  of  his  ho- 
Jinefs.  on  all  occafions.  In  thi*  fame  year,  on  the  nth 
of  July,  Emmanuel  received  the  firft  intelligence  of  his 
Indian  expedition,  which  we  fhaJl  here  give  an  account 
of  from  the  beginning:  When  Gama  fet  fail  from 
Lifbon,  he  di reeled  his  courfe  to  the  Canary  Iflands, 
thence  he  made  towards  the  iQand  of  St.  Jago.  The 
fhips  for  three  months  afterwards  were  harrafled  by  con- 
tinued ftorms,  when  at  1  alt  they  came  in  fight  of  land, 
which  Gama  ordered  them  to  make.  The  fhips  ac- 
cordingly came  to  anchor  in  a  large  bay,  and  our  peo- 
ple being  now  in  great  want  of  water,  the  admiral 
lent  Nicholas  de  Cceio,  to  try  if  he  could  find  any  river 
thereabouts.  Ccelo  having  examined  the  more,  luckily 
difcovered  the  mouth  of  a  river,  the  water  of  which 
was  fweet,  and  the  banks  of  a  beautiful  verdure.  As 
foon  as  Gama  was  informed  of  this,  he  ordered  the 
fhips  to  make  towards  that  river,,  in  order  to  water 
and  lay  in  a  flock  of  wood.  Here  they  faw  va(t  num- 
bers of  fea-caives,  fome  of  which  they  killed  for  food. 
The  admiral  was  refolved,  by  all  poffible  means  to  in- 
form himfelf  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people 
in  the  different  places  he  touched  at.  He  therefore 
diipatched  fome  perfons,  to  tiy  if  they  could,  by  force 
or  fhatagem,  bring  him  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  by  whom  he  might  fatisfy  his  curiofity.  Ac- 
cordingly they  brought  him  fome  black  men,  with 
fhort  fleecy  hair.  Several  of  the  Portuguezc  who  ac- 
companied Gama  were  acquainted  with  moit  of  the 
Ethiopian  languages,  but  not  one  underftood  thefe 
men;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  exprefs  their  mean- 
ing to  each  other  by  figns  and  geflures.  Gama  be- 
haved to  them  with  great  civility,  giving  them  cloaths, 
together  with  bells,  glafies,  and  fuch  other  trifles,  which 

extremely 
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extremely  pleafed  them,  and  induced  others  to  come, 
expecting  to  be  treated  with  the  like  generofity.  Our 
People  lived  on  a  very  friendly  footing  with  thefe 
Ethiopians,  who  fupplied  them  with  plenty  of  whole- 
ibme  nourifhing  provifions,  fuch  as  were  the  produce 
of  their  country,  In  return,  our  men  gave  them  cloaths 
of  a  fmall  value,  and  other  trifling  things,  which  thefe 
men  edeemed  at  a  very  high  rate.  This  friend ;y  in- 
tercourfe  was,  however,  not  of  a  long  (landing,  being 
broke  off  by  the  indifcretion  of  a  Portugueze,  who, 
having  contracted  a  great  intimacy  with  the  natives, 
defired  liberty  to  go  along  with  fomeof  them  to  their 
houfes.  They  conducted  him  afhore  with  great  com- 
plaifance,  and  in  their  way  killed  a  fea-calf,  which  they 
intended,  as  an  elegant  entertainment  for  their  new 
gueft.  This  dim,  when  ferved  up,  was  fo  much  againft 
thedomach  of  the  fqueamifh  Portugueze,  that  he  got 
up,  and  wanted  to  be  gone.  Nor  did  they  oppofe  his 
abrupt  departure,  but  accompanied  him  with  the  great- 
eft  good  humour.  He  doubted,  however,  whether 
they  attended  him  by  way  of  honour,  or  led  him  as  a 
victim  to  be  facrificed  ;  his  fear  made  things  appear  in 
the  word  light ;  therefore,  when  he  came  near  to  the 
mips,  he  called  aloud  for  help,  as  if  he  had  been  led 
captive.  Our  men  came  immediately  to  his  affidance, 
which  frightened  the  Ethiopians,  who  fled  to  the  woods, 
where  their  arms  were  depofited  :  there  they  concealed 
themfelves,  for  now  they  looked  upon  the  Portugueze 
as  invaders  come  to  dedroy  them.  The  arms  which 
they  ufed  were  fpears  headed  with  (harp  pieces  of 
horn  •,  thefe  being  whirled  round,  and  thrown  with 
great  dexterity,  wound  as  deep  as  the  (harped  javelin. 
In  the  mean  while,  Gama,  with  (bme  of  the  officers, 
had  come  afhore,  to  take  the  altitude  of  the  fun  with 
an  aftrolable.  Whilft  they  were  bufied  in  this  man- 
ner, without  the  lead  apprehenfion  of  danger,  thofe  who 
had  retired  to  the  woods,  of  a  fuddtn  falhed  out  from 
their  lurking  places,  attacked  them  with  great  fury, 
and  wounded  feveral,  amongft  whom  was  the  admiral 
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himfelf,  who  received  a  wound  in  the  foot.  Our 
men  were  obliged  to  retreat,  which  they  effected  fooner 
than  was  expected.  Thus  it  happened,  by  the  folly 
and  rafhnefs  of  one  man,  that  the  fhips  could  no  longer 
water  at  this  place  with  fafety.  Our  people  gave  the 
name  of  St.  Helen  to  the  bay,  and  that  of  St.  Jago 
to  the  river,  according  to  the  names  of  the  faints  on 
whofe  days  thefe  places  were  difcovered.  This  was 
the  rule  which  they  obferved  in  naming  all  the  un- 
known parts  which  they  difcovered. 

Thence  they  fleered  towards  the  Cape.     In  this  part 
of  the  voyage  Gama  gave,  the  greatefr.  proofs   of  his 
refolution,  which  wasofien  put  to  the  molt  fevcre  tryal. 
The  waves  in  thefe  feas  were  like  mountains  in  height-, 
the  winds    boifterous  and  piercing  cold  ;   the    fiorms 
frightful  in  themfelves,  were  rendered  itill   more  fo  by 
an  almoft  continual  darknefs,  which  prevails  in  thefe 
parts  at  that  time  of  the  year.     In  fhort,  ev.ry   thing 
appeared  moft  difrnal  aud  horrid,  efpecially   to  thofe 
who  had  never  been  in   thefe   feas.     They  expected 
every  moment  to  be  fwaliowed  up  in  the -deep.     Now 
the  mips  feemed  to  be  raifed  to  the  heavens,  then  to 
be  funk  to  the  lowed  abyfs.     Being  unable  to  proceed 
further,  they  were  obliged  to  tack,  and  humour  the 
winds,  fo  as  to  keep  the  way  they  had  already  made-, 
and  thus  to  wait  the  iflfue  of  the  {form.      When  there 
happened  to  be  a  calm  at  any  time,  then  the  men,  half- 
dead  with  fear,  came  round  Gama,  begging  he  would 
not  fuffer  himfclf,  as   well  as  thofe  committed  to  his 
charge,  to  lofe  their  lives  by  fo  horrid  a  death.     They 
faid,  they  could  no  longer  weather  the  ftorm,  but  muff, 
certainly  be  all  buried  in  the  waves,  if  he  went  any  far- 
ther, and  did  not  (leer  homewards  again.    The  admiral 
with  great  firmnefs  refuted  their  requeft  -,  for  this  rea- 
fon,  there  was  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  him.     This 
he  was  informed  of  by  his  brother  Paul,  and  guarded 
againft  it  with   the  utmoft  precaution  :  he  put  all  the 
pilots  in  chains,  and  he  himftlf,  with  fome  others,  per- 
formed that  office*  At  laft,  however,  when  he  had  for  a 
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confiderable  time  refolutely  withftcod  the  dangers  of 
the  dorm,  and  a  wicked  machination,  the  weather  took 
a  turn,  and  he  quickly  made  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  all  our  (hips  doubled  on  the  20th  of  November. 
This  was  matter  of  great  joy  to  the  whole  company  -, 
now  they  thought  there  was  no  obftacle  to  oppofe  them, 
but  that  with  pleafure  they  mould  proceed  in  their 
voyage.  They  coafted  along  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  (hore,  having  a  mod  agreeable  profpect  of  the  ad- 
jacent country,  which  appeared  rich  and  beautiful. 
They  faw  large  woods  and  thick  forefts,  with  numer- 
ous herds  of  cattle  fcattered  every  where.  The  coun- 
try feemed  alfo  to  abound  in  people,  whom  they  could 
fee  moving  to  and  fro,  from  all  quarters.  Thefe  men 
in  colour,  as  well  as  make  of  their  body,  very  much 
refembled  thofe  of  St.  Helen's  Bay  •,  when  they 
fpoke,  they  feemed  to  fob ;  their  privities  were  in- 
clofed  in  wooden  cafes,  the  reft  of  their  body  being 
left  quite  naked  ;  they  play  upon  pipes,  with  which 
they  make  no  contemptible  mufic  \  they  live  in  huts 
made  of  clay,  or  brick  hardened  in  the  fun,  which 
they  cover  with  ftraw  and  clods  of  earth.  Our  people 
having  got  73  leagues  north  of  the  cape,  found  an- 
other bay,  which  they  called  Angra  de  San  Bias.  In 
the  innermoft  part  of  it  there  is  a  little  ifland,  where 
the  fhips  put  in,  to  get  a  fupply  of  water.  The  land 
hereabouts  is  very  fertile,  and  abounds  in  large  ele- 
phants and  great  numbers  of  fine  oxen  •,  which  the  na- 
tives put  pack  faddles  upon,  and  uie  as  horfes.  Here 
are  aifo  prodigious  numbers  of  iea  calves  of  fuch  fur- 
prizing  fiercenefs,  that  they  will  often  fly  at  people  ; 
and  certain  birds  called  foliticairos,  about  the  fize  of 
a  goofe  •,  ihey  have  no  feathers,  and  their  wings  re- 
ferable thofe  of  a  bat  •,  thefe,  however,  do  not  enable 
them  to  fly,  but  when  expanded  make  them  run  with 
the  moft  aitonifhing  fwiftnefs.  Gama,  having  watered 
and  taken  in  fome  provifions,  ft  fail  from  this  place. 

On   the   8th  of   December  a  fudden   ftorm   arofe, 
which  ftruck  a  panic  into  our  people,  and  drove  them 
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quite  out  of  fight  of  land  :  but  it  foon  blew  over,  and 
they  again  approached  the  fhore  •,  for,  as  they  were 
unacquainted  wirh  the  navigation  in  thefe  parts,  they 
thought  it  dangerous  to  keep  ouc  at  fea,  and  chofe  ra- 
ther to  cruize  along  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  coaft; 
On  the  10th  of  January,  they  defcried  fome  little 
iflands,  about  230  miles  from  their  laft  watering  place  ; 
thefe  appeared  extremely  pleafant.  The  trees  were 
tall  and  lofty,  the  meadows  of  a  beautiful  verdure, 
and  great  numbersof  cattle  frifked  about  every  where. 
There  was  now  the  mod  profound  calm,  and  the  fea 
was  of  a  proper  depth ;  fo  that  they  could,  without 
danger,  keep  clofe  to  the  land,  and  view  it  with  great 
pleafure.  They  could  fee  the  inhabitants  walking  upon 
the  fhore  in  vafl  numbers :  thefe  men  in  colour  re- 
fembled  thofe  already  feen  in  thefe  coafls.  Their  per- 
fons  were  (lately,  and  our  ward  appearance  graceful. 
Here  Gama  anchored,  and  difpatched  one  of  his  men, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  well  verfed  in  languages,  in  his 
name  to  wait  upon  the  king,  and  pay  his  refpects  to 
him.  This  meftenger  was  received  with  great  civility, 
and  difmiffed  with  prefents  fuch  as  the  country  pro- 
duced. Thefe  people  were  more  civilized  than  the  reft, 
and  affected  more  gaiety  in  their  drefs  ;  they  had  brace- 
lets on  their  arms,  and  brazen  helmets  on  their  heads; 
they  wore  fabres  by  their  fides  with  tin  handles,  in  ivory 
fcabbards  not  unfkilfuliy  fafhioned.  The  admiral,  ac 
his  departure  from  this  place,  left  two  exiles,  that  they 
might  inform  themfelves  of  the  nature  and  cuftoms  of 
this  people.  There  were  in  the  fleet  ten  malefactors, 
who  had  been  condemned  to  die,  but  pardoned  on 
condition  they  went  along  with  Gama ;  and  wherever 
he  fhould  leave  them,  they  were  to  examine  the  coun- 
try, and,  at  his  return  be  able  to  give  him  intelligence 
of  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  they  came  to  the  mouth  of 
a  very  large  river,  the  banks  of  which  were  covered 
with  an  agreeable  verdure,  and  fhaded  with  trees  load- 
ed with  fruit.     It  was  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening  when 
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the  Portuguefe  reached  this  place,  therefore  they  cart: 
anchor,  and  waited  the  return  of  the  day,  to  have  a 
more  diftinct  view  of  the  country.  On  the  morning, 
they  faw  feveral  of  the  natives  making  towards  them 
in  little  boats.  Thefe  men,  who  came  aboard  without 
the  lead  fear  or  hefitation,  were  treated  with  great  ci- 
vility ;  none  of  the  Portuguefe,  however,  underftood 
their  language.  Some  days  afterwards,  four  of  the 
chief  perfons  in  the  country  came  aboard  the  fhips,  to 
pay  their  refpe&s  to  Gama,  who  received  them  with 
the  utmoft  politenefs.  He  made  an  entertainment  for 
them,  and  at  their  departure,  decked  them  with  fijken 
garments.  Thefe  prefents  not  a  little  pleafed  the  people, 
who  could  not  help  fhewing  vifible  marks  of  joy  ;  but 
thefe  no  more  than  the  Ethiopians  beforementioned, 
were  underftood  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  could  not 
make  out  from  them  how  far  it  was  to  India.  On\y 
one  of  them,  who  fpoke  Arabic  very  imperfectly,  faid 
there  was  a  country  not  far  diftant,  from  whence  he 
had  come  but  a  few  days  ago,  where  fhips  of  the  fame 
fhape  and  fize  as  ours  ufed  often  to  refort.  The  fpirits  of 
our  people  were  greatly  elevated  by  this  piece  of  in- 
telligence, for  they  hoped  in  a  little  time  to  behold 
India.  This  river  Gama  called  De  bon  Sinyas,  or  of 
good  figns.  He  placed  upon  the  banks  a  pillar  of 
ftonc,  on  which  was  carved  a  crucifix,  with  the  arms 
of  Emmanuel  under,  to  fpread  the  g'ory  of  the  chri- 
flian  name,  and  be  a  monument  of  the  fame  of  that 
illuftrious  prince:  for  this  purpofe,  feveral  of  thefe 
pillars  had  been  carried  in  the  fhips  from  Portugal. 
He  gave  the  name  of  St.  Raphael  to  the  country  where 
he  left  two  of  the  criminals.  Having  refitted  his  fhips, 
and  refrefhed  the  lick,  he  gave  orders  on  the  24th  of 
February  to  fet  fail. 

On  thefirftcf  March,  the  Portuguefe  difcerned  four 
iflands  not  far  diftant  from  each  other.  C0H0  defcried 
feven  vefTels  in  full  fail  from  one  of  thefe  iflands,  and 
bearing  towards  our  fhips :  they  knew  our  admiral  by 
her  enfign,  and  accordingly   made  cowards  her :  be- 
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ing  come  within  hearing,  they  fet  up  a  great  (hour, 
and  hailed  our  people  in  the  Arabia;,  language.  When 
they  came  up  with  our  mips,  they  begun  to  play  on 
flutes  and  other  mufical  inftruments,  and  with  loud 
huzzas  congratulated  the  admiral  on  hi>  arrival  in.  diefe 
par  s.  Thefe  mm  weie  Lkewife  of  a  blackifh  colour, 
but  of  a  genteel  make,  and  moftly  dreffed  in  Wk  ; 
their  heads  were  adorned  with  turban ts  made  of  fine 
linen,  interwoven. with,  gold.  They  wore  faulchions 
by  their  fides,  and  targets  on  their  arms.  Having 
come  aboard,  they  fpoke  to  our  people  in  the  Arabian 
tongue  ;  thofe  of  the  Portuguefe  who  unduftood  that 
language,  anfwered  them  in  the  moft  obliging  manner. 
1  he  admiral  ordered  a  collation  to  be  ferved  up,  which, 
they  very  freely  accepted  cf.  Dining  the  repaft,  Ga- 
ma  expreffed  his  defire  to  know  the  name,  a^  well  as 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  this  ifland,  and  how  far 
it  was  difhnt  from  India.  They  made  anfwer,  that 
it  was  called  Mozambique,  fubject  to  the  king  of 
Quiloa,  who  appointed  a  governor,  invefled  with  high 
au  hority.  Great  part  of  the  ifland,  they  faid,  was  in- 
habited  by  Saracen  merchants,  and  they  had  a  marktfc 
there  inferior  to  none  in  thofe  parts  *,  for  from  thence 
fhips  went  to  Arabia,  to  India,  and  many  other  parts 
of  the  world  ;  and  from  all  thefe  places,  imported 
great  quantities  of  all  forts  of  goods.  Moreover,  they 
-aid  there  was  on  this  coaft,  a  country  that  Gama  had 
puTed  by,  called  Zofala,  which  abounded  in  gold  5 
and,  iaftly,  they  informed  the  admi.al  how  far  that 
place  was  from  Calicut.  This  account  added  greatly 
to  the  fpirits  of  our  people,  who,  with  uplifted  hands, 
began  to  return  thanks  to  God,  thinking  th^ir  labours 
now  almoft  at  a  period, 

This  ifland  is  fuuated  in  that  part  of  Africa  former- 
ly called  Agefimba,  in  16  degrees  fouthern  latitude. 
The  inhabitants  are  biack,  and  the  country,  on  ac- 
count of  ks  marfhes,  is  very  unwholefome.  Their 
houfes  are  made  of  clay,  and  thatched  with  draw ;  yet, 
for  the  convenience  of  traffic,  fhips  come  hither  from 
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all  quarters.  The  Arabs*  at  that  time,  had  the  mod: 
power  and  wealth  in  this  ifland.  They  ufe  fmall  gal- 
leys not  fattened  with  nails,  but  long  round  pegs  driven 
through  holes  made  for  that  purpofe  ;  they  caulk  the 
feams  with  ropes  made  of  palm  leaves.  The  palm 
trees  are  of  a  great  height,  covered  with  long  prickly 
leaves  •,  the  broad  fpreading  boughs  afford  an  agreeable 
Jhadej  and  bear  nuts  of  a  great  fize,  called  cocoes. 

The  Arabs  at  that  time  knew  the  ufe  of  the  com- 
pafs,  and  had  fea  charts  and  maps,  wherein  the  fitua- 
tion  of  countries  were  laid  down  with  great  accuracy  : 
nor  were  they  without  quadrants,  with  which  they  took 
the  altitude  of  the  fun,  and  the  latitude  of  places.  In 
fhort,  lb  great  was  their  skill  in  thefe  arts,  that  they 
feemed  to  be  very  little  inferior  to  the  Portuguefe  pi- 
lots, in  knowledge  of  maritime  affairs.  They  con- 
verted very  pcofely  with  our  people,  whom  they  ima- 
gined to  be  Mahometans  from  Barbary.  Our  admiral 
was  extremely  kind  to  them  ;  he  gave  them  feveral 
prefents,  and  entrufted  them  with  orhers,  which  he 
defired  they  might,  in  his  name,  prefent  to  the  gover- 
nor. His  name  was  Zacocia,  who,  when  he  heard 
what  a  kind  reception  his  countrymen  had  met  with, 
and  faw  the  prefents  lent  to  himfelf,  he  thought  he  was 
bound  in  civility  to  pay  Gama  a  vifit.  For  this  pur- 
pofe, he  dreffed  himfelf  in  rich  embroidered  cloaths, 
and  put  on  a  fine  fword  fet  with  diamonds.  Thus 
equipped*  and  attended  by  a  number  of  armed  men, 
with  drums  and  trumpets  playing  before  him,  he  fet 
our  for  the  fhips.  Before  his  arrival,  Gama  had  or- 
dered all  the  fick  to  be  removed  out  of  fight,  and  thofe 
who  were  in  health  to  be  above  deck,  armed  in  the 
Portuguefe  manner  :  for,  as  he  thought  there  was  no 
taith  to  be  put  in  the  Saracens,  he  therefore  refolved 
to  be  upon  his  guard  at  all  times.  Zacocia  having 
come  aboard  with  his  attendants,  fduted  Gama,  who 
returned  this  civiity  with  the  utmo/i  refped.  Thefe 
compliments  being  over,  they  fat  down  and  difcourfed 
together  very  fociabiy.     An  elegant  entertainment  was 
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ferved  up,  and  plenty  of  wine  filled  round.  They 
eat  very  heartily,  nor  did  the  fuperftition  of  the  Ma- 
hometan religion  hinder  them  from  taking  their  bottle 
freely.  Zacocia  made  no  doubt  but  our  people  were 
of  fome  Mahometan  country  ;  he  asked  wheiher  they 
were  Moors  or  Turks,  what  kind  of  warlike  arms  they 
ufed  ;  and,  laflly,  if  they  had  any  books  concerning 
the  Mahometan  religion,  for  fuch  he  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely glad  to  fee.  Gama  made  anfwer,  that  he 
came  from  the  weft  •,  that  the  arms  of  our  people  were 
fuch  as  thofe  who  flood  by  were  acoutred  with  •,  befides, 
that  they  made  ufe  of  certain  engines,  to  be  feen  in  his 
fhips,  with  which  they  could  not  only  deftroy  whole 
armies,  but  even  (hake  and  batter  to  pieces  the  ftrongeft 
citadels.  As  for  the  books  of  religion  which  our  people 
followed,  he  faid  he  would  fhew  them  with  the  greateft 
pleafure,  after  he  and  his  men  had  a  few  days  refpite 
from  their  fatigue.  Moreover,  he  told  Zacocia  he 
was  bound  for  India,  and  defired  he  would  fupply  him 
with  fomeperfon  skilled  in  navigation  to  pilot  him  thi- 
ther. 

Next  day,  the  governor  revifited  our  fleet,  and 
brought  with  him  two  pilots,  who  agreed  for  a  certain 
fum  of  money  to  fleer  the  fhips  to  Calicut.  In  fhort, 
there  was  fuch  a  mutual  exchange  of  good  offices  be- 
twixt our  people  and  thefe  iQanders,  that  it  looked  as 
if  their  friendfhip  would  have  been  of  a  long  flanding  ; 
but  it  proved  otherwife  :  As  foon  as  Zacocia  perceived 
them  to  be  Chriflians,  all  kindnefs  was  turned  into  the 
moft  bitter  hatred  ;  then  he  began  to  lay  fchemes  for 
their  deftruclion,  and  by  all  poflible  means  to  devife 
how  he  might  deftroy  the  fhips.  Gama  and  all  his 
men  were  now  treated  in  the  moft  fpiteful  manner. 
Tumults  and  feditions  were  ftirred  up  againft  them. 
A  plot  was  formed  againft  the  life  of  the  admiral,  but 
happily  difcovered.  One  of  the  pilots  whom  the  go- 
vernor had  furnifhed,  went  off  and  never  returned. 
Some  of  our  men  being  afhore  to  get  water  and  wood, 
were  attacked  by  feven  of  their  barks,  but  received  no 
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harm,  which  was  owing  to  the  timely  afiiftance  of  the 
reft  of  the  Porttiguefe,  who  fet  upon  thefe  vefTels, 
and  poured  into  them  a  volley  of  miflive  weapons. 

This  skirmifli  being  over,  Gama  fet  fail  for  an  ifland 
four  miles  diftantj    from   thence  he  fteered  towards 
Quiloa,  but  contrary  winds  and  tempefUious  weather, 
drove  the  (hips  back  again  to  that  ifland  they  had 
touched  at  when  they  left  Mozambique.     Here  an 
Arabian,  with  his  little  fon,  came  to  the  admiral,  beg- 
ing  him  to  take  them  aboard,  and  fet  them  afhore  at 
fome  convenient  port,  whence  he  might  go  to  Mecca, 
the  place  of  his  nativity.     Gama  having,    upon  en- 
quiry, found  this  perfon  to  be  skilled  in  navigation, 
received  him  aboard  very  gladly*  thinking  by  his  aflift- 
ance,  and  that  of  the  other  pilot,  he  mould  be  enabled 
to  finifh  his  courfe.     Befides,  there  was  another  man 
who  feemed  to  be  not  unskilled  in  this  art,  whom  Paul 
de  Gama  had  carried  off  in  the  fcuffle  at  Mozambique. 
At  this  time,  Gama  had  but  three  mips  •,  the  fourth* 
which  was  the  florefhip,  the  flock  being  quite  exhauft- 
ed,   by  his  orders  had  been  burnt   fome  time  ago. 
With  thefe,  as  foon  as  the  wind  was  favourable,  he 
again  fet  fail  for  Quiloa,  but  could  not  make  that  port, 
which  was  owing  to  fome  error  in  their  courfe,  or 
more  probably  to  fome  fraud  in  the  Mozambique  pilot, 
who  advifcd  them  to  make  for  Mombaze.     This  city, 
he  faid,  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians  ;  nor  was 
there  any  place  more  fit  for  the  reception  and  cure  of 
the  fick.     Gama  was  perfuaded,  or  rather  neceffitated, 
to  follow  this  advice,  partly  owing  to  the  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  partly  to  the  indifpofition  of  his  men  ; 
many  of  whom  had   been  already  cm  off  by  various 
diftempers,  and  moll  of  thofe  who  furvived  were  in  a 
lingering  ficlcly   condition. 

The  city  of  Mombaze  is  fituated  in  a  bay  upon  a 
high  rock,  and  the  fea  almoft  furrounding,  makes  in 
a  peninfula.  The  harbour  is  defended  by  a  fortrefs  fur- 
flifhed  with  all  manner  of  warlike  ftores,  and  defended 
by  ti  ftrong  garifon.     The  foil  of  this  place  is  very  fer- 
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tile;  it  abounds  in  all  kind  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Here  are  likewife  great  numbers  of  all  forts  of  cattle* 
and  plenty  of  excellent  water.  The  climate  is  tem- 
perate, and  the  air  healthy.  The  inhabitants  live  with 
tafte  and  elegance.  Their  houfes  are  built  after  the 
European  manner,  and  adorned  with  variety  of  fine 
paintings.  Here  Gama  intended  to  take  a  few  days 
reft  for  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  and  to  refrefh  all  his 
men  with  the  wholefome  fruits  of  the  place. 

Scarce  had  they  anchored,  when  they  efpied  a  galley 
rowing  towards  the  flag-fhip.     In   this   gal'ey  there 
were  about  ioo  Men  in  Turkifh  habits,  armed  with 
fabres  and  bucklers :  of  thefe  there  were  four,  who, 
by  their  appearance,  feemed  to  be  above  the  common 
rank.     All  of  them   fhewed  an  inclination   to  come 
aboard,  but  the  admiral  denied  admittance  to  any  but 
thefe  four;  nor  would  he  even  permit  them,  till  they 
had   put  off  their  arms.     When  thefe  perfons  came 
aboard,  they  very  much  extolled  Gama's  prudence  in 
not  allowing  armed  flrangers  to  come  into  the  (hips. 
During  their  (lay,  they  were  extremely  affable  in  their 
behaviour,  and  by  all  poflible  means,  endeavoured  to 
gain  the  affections  of  our  people.     They  faid,  their 
king  had   been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the   Por- 
t'jgucfe,  and  was  defirous  of  entering  into  a  friend fhip 
and  alliance  with  them.     The  following  day,  deputies 
came  from  the  king,  in  his  name,  to  compliment  Ga- 
ma, bringing  along  with  them  fiich  provisions  as  were 
mod  proper  to  refrefh  the  men  after   their  fatigue. 
Thefe  men  talked  much  in  praife  of  their  country ; 
they  f.id,  the  foil  was  rich  and  fertile,  and  abounding 
with  all  the  commodites  to  be  found  in  India.     Their 
king,  they  added,  was  well  difpofed  towards  cur  people, 
and  willing  to  give  the  higheft  marks  of  his  friendfnip. 
They,  therefore,  defired  Gama  to  approach  the  city, 
and  come  to  an  anchorage  in  the  harbor,  that  his  ma- 
jefly  might  have  an   opportunity  of  treating  with  him 
more  conveniently.     He  accordingly  promifed  to  com* 
ply  with  his  requeft,  and  a,  an  earned  of  his  perfor- 
mance 
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mancc  thereof,  fent  afhore  two  of  his  exiles.  The 
king  received  them  with  the  utmoft  joy  and  fatisfacYion, 
and  ordered  his  domeftics  to  accompany  them,  to  take 
a  view  of  the  beauty  and  fituation  of  his  city.  At 
their  departure,  he  fhewed  them  fcveral  forts  of  fpices, 
fuch  as  are  ufually  brought  from  India.  Thefe  he  gav« 
the  exiles  to  (hew  to  Gama,  which  might  be  an  induce- 
ment to  make  him  traffic  with  a  king  who  was  fo 
amicably  difpofed,  rather  than  proceed  further,  and 
run  the  rifque  of  fo  dangerous  a  voyage. 

The  exiles,  upon  their  return,  related  thefe  things  to 
the  admiral,  who  being  greatly  overjoyed  at  fuch  news, 
ordered  the  anchors  to  be  weighed,  and  the  (hips  to 
advance  towards  the  city.  It  happened,  however,  that 
his  own  (hip,  being  hurried  on  by  the  violence  of  the 
tide,  was  in  danger  of  running  a  ground  ;  he,  there- 
fore, commanded  her  fails  o  be  furled,  and  the  an- 
chors dropt  ;  and  that  the  fame  mould  Jikewife  be 
done  by  the  other  (hips.  No  fooner  were  thefe  orders 
put  in  execution,  than  the  Mozambique  pilots  threw 
themfelves  in;o  the  fca,  and  fwam  to  fome  boats  a  little 
way  off.  Being  confeious  of  their  treacherous  defign, 
in  (leering  the  Ihips  to  Mombaze,  they  imagined  their 
villainy  had  been  difcovereJ,  and  that  upon  this  ac- 
count the  anchors  were  fo  fuddenly  dropt.  Gama 
called  aloud  to  thofe  in  the  boats  to  fend  back  his  pi- 
lots ;  but  they  not  regarding  him,  landed  them  fafe  oh 
the  oppofite  (bore  :  this  not  a  little  furprized  him,  con- 
fidering  the  prerended  friendfbipof  thefe  people.  The 
truth  of  the  cafe  was,  that  all  had  been  dillimulation. 
The  king  having  got  intelligence  of  what  had  palled  at 
Mozambique,  had  laid  the  fcheme  of  decoying  the 
fhips  into  the  harbour,  that  he  might  with  more  eafe 
cake  or  deflroy  them. 

Gama,  not  only  from  his  own  conjecluir,  but  alfo 
from  fome  difcoveries  of  the  Arabian  pilot,  and  fcve- 
ral other  circumftancts,  was  now  fenfible  what  dangers 
he  had  efcaped,  and  acknowledged  the  hand  of  Pro- 
vidence in  this  wonderful  deliverance.  The  king  find- 
ing 
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ing  this  fcheme  defeated,  fent  in  the  dead  of  the  night 
fome  men  in  fmall  veffels  to  cut  the  anchor-cables  of 
our  (hips  *,  but  this  defign  was  alfo  fruft rated  by  the 
afliduity  and  vigilance  of  the  admiral,  otherwife  we 
mud  have  been  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity. 
Two  days  afterwards,  for  fooner  they  could  not  get 
clear  of  this  bay,  they  hoifted  their  fails,  and  directed 
their  courfe  to  Melinda.  In  their  way  thither,  they 
took  a  Saracen  (hip,  out  of  which  they  detained  14 
Prifoners,  and  difmifTed  the  reft.  One  of  thefe  Gama 
perceived,  by  his  mein  and  behaviour,  to  be  a  perfon 
of  diftinction.  He  accordingly  entered  into  converfa- 
tion  with  him,  and  afked  feveral  queftions,  to  all  which 
he  received  very  fenfible  fatisfactory  anfwers,  and  fome 
ufeful  inftructions  concerning  this  preient  voyage. 
They  arrived  at  Melinda  on  Eafter  day. 

This  city  (lands  in  a  beautiful  plain,  furrounded 
with  a  variety  of  fine  gardens :  thefe  are  (locked  with 
all  forts  of  trees,  efpecially  the  orange,  the  flowers  of 
which  yield  a  mod  grateful  diffufivefmell.  The  country 
is  rich  and  plentiful,  abounding  not  only  with  tame  and 
domeftic  cattle,  but  with  game  of  all  kinds,  which 
the  natives  hunt  down,  or  take  with  nets.  Their 
houfes  are  (lately  and  magnificent,  being  chiefly  built 
of  fquare  (lone?,  The  natives  are  blacks,  with  (hort 
hair,  and  not  unelegant  in  their  drefs.  Their  religion 
is  paganifm,  and  they  worftiip  their  images  with  great 
fuperftition  :  they  adorn  their  heads  with  turbants ;  the 
reft  of  their  body  they  leave  naked  to  the  waift,  and 
from  thence  to  the  middle  of  the  leg  are  covered  wirh 
filk.  They  are  a  people  extremely  fond  of  military 
glory  ;  the  arms  they  ufe  are  fabres,  little  bucklers, 
lpears,  with  bows  and  arrows. 

The  coafts  about  Melinda  are  full  of  (helves*  and 
the  feas  thereabouts  often  very  tempeftuons ;  Gama, 
therefore,  anchored  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  city  2 
befides,  the  dangers  which  he  had  fo  narrowly  efcaped 
from  the  people  of  Mombaze,  made  him  greatly  dt^ 
ftruft  thofe  of  Melinda.     The  Saracen,  whom  he  had 

taker* 
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taken  aboard,  having  perceived  this,  offered  to  go 
and  found  the  king's  inclination ;  telling  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  there  were  in  that  port  four  mips  from 
India,  the  commanders  of  which  were  Chriftians  ;  who 
having  already  finifhed  their  bufinefs,  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, foon  fet  out  for  India  ;  and  that  the  company 
of  fuch  could  not  but  very  much  facilitate  his  voyage. 
The  admiral  did  not  choofe  to  put  much  confidence  in 
this  Saracen  •,  yet,  however,  as  the  advice  could  be 
followed  without  danger,  he  refolved  to  put  it  to  tryal, 
and  accordingly  ordered  him  to  be  landed  on  an  ifland 
oppofite  to  Melinda :  he  was  carried  from  thence  in  a 
boat  fent  from  the  city.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  was  in- 
troduced to  the  king,  whom  he  gave  an  account  of 
the  manners  of  our  people,  and  made  high  encomiums 
on  their  civility  and  humane  difpofition  ;  adding,  that 
they  were  very  defirous  of  his  majefty's  friendfhip ; 
and  that  it  would  tend  very  much  to  his  welfare  and 
honour  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  men  of  fuch  ex- 
traordinary merit. 

The  king  was  an  elderly  man,  of  a  mild  and  gentle 
temper  •,  he  difpatched  a  perfon,  in  his  name  to  falute 
Gama,  and  fent  by  way  of  prefent  feveral  fheep,  and 
fruits  of  all  forts.  Our  admiral,  in  his  turn,  was  re- 
folved not  to  be  outdone  in  friendly  offices ;  and  ac- 
cordingly returned  thefe  compliments  with  great  civi- 
lity and  generofuy.  He  ordered  the  (hips  to  be  ad- 
vanced nearer  to  the  fhore,  and  invited  the  Indian  Chri- 
ftians to  come  aboard.  Thefe  men  feemed  greatly 
transported  with  the  fight  of  our  people,  and  gave 
them -feveral  ufeful  inductions,  with  regard  to  their 
voyage. 

The  king  was  extremely  defirous  to  vifit  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fhips,  but  was  unable  to  do  it,  by  reafon  of  his 
age  and  infirmities-,  his  fon,  however,  on  whom  he 
had  devolved  the  iupreme  authority,  came  in  great 
pomp,  attended  by  feveral  of  his  nobility.  His  drefs 
was  magnificent  and  royal,  and  the  galley  in  which  he 
was  row^d,  refounded  with  the  mufic  of  drums  and 

trumpets. 
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trumpets.  Gama,  that  he  might  receive  him  with 
more  ftate,  went  to  meet  him  in  a  boat,  which  the 
king's  fon  had  no  fooner  come  up  with,  than  at  opxe  he 
jumped  into  it,  and  embraced  Gama  with  as  much 
familiarity  as  if  he  had  been  his  intimate  friend.  Then 
they  converfed  together  with  an  agreeable  freedom. 
During  the  whole  converfation,  this  prince  (hewed  no- 
thing of  the  rude  uncivilized  barbarian ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  gave  the  higheft  marks  of  his  politentfs  and 
good  fenfe.  He  feemed  to  look  at  the  admiral  with 
admiration,  examined  the  form  of  the  (hips  very  at- 
tentively, and  on  every  occafion  expreffed  the  utmofl 
regard  for  our  people.  Gama  made  him  a  prefent  of  all 
the  Saracen  prisoners,  which  he  accounted  as  a  very  con- 
fiderable  piece  of  kindnefs.  He  earneflly  requefted 
Gama  to  pay  a  vifn  to  his  father,  who,  he  faid,  offer- 
ed to  leave  both  his  fons  as  a  pledge  of  his  fafe  return. 
Upon  Gama's  refufal,  he  begged  him  at  lead  to  allow 
t^o  cf  his  men  to  go  afhore,  which  was  granted. 
Next  day,  the  admiral  took  boat,  and  went  nearer  to 
the  city,  to  take  a  view  of  its  beautiful  fituation.  Here 
the  prince  revifited  him,  and  behaved  with  the  fame 
friend fhip  and  good  manners.  He  furnifhed  the  ad- 
miral with  an  able  pilot,  and  obtained  a  promife  from 
him,  that  upon  his  return  to  Portugal  he  would  take 
Melinda  in  his  way  ;  for  he  faid  he  was  extremely  de- 
firous  to  fend  an  ambaflador  to  his  Portuguefe  majefty, 
and  enter  into  an  alliance  with  fo  great  a  monarch. 

On  the  2 2d  of  April,  they  fet  fail  from  this  place. 
The  pilot  at  fiift  (leered  towards  the  north,  fo  that  in 
a  few  clays  they  patted  the  Line,  and  with  pleafure  be- 
held again  the  great  and  little  Bear,  Orion,  and  the 
other  ftars  about  the  northern  pole.  Then  they  flood 
to  the  eaft,  and  paflfed  over  a  very  broad  ocean.  On 
the  20th  of  March,  they  thought  they  faw  fome  high 
land,  but  the  weather  being  hazy,  they  could  not  di- 
(tinguifh  it  exactly.  However,  two  days  afterwards, 
the  pilot  having  fpied  the  mountains  of  Calicut,  run 
up  to  Gama,  and  gave  him  thejoyful  tidings.     This 

news 
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news  not  a  lit i le  transported  the  admiral  ;  he  returned 
thanks  to  heaven,  and  fhewed  the  greateft  marks  of 
extacy  and  joy  ;  nor  would  he  allow  any  who  were 
aboard  to  be  in  forrow  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  for  he 
unfettered  all  his  prjfoners,  and  fet  them  at  liberty. 
Tne  whole  company  now  thought  the  happy  time  was 
come,  when  they  mould  tafte  the  fweets  of  all  their 
labour  and  fatigue. 

The  fame  day,  the  mips  came  to  anchor  two  miles 
from  Calicut ;  they  were  foon  furrounded  with  num- 
bers of  Indian  canoes:  thofe  who  were  aboard,  asked 
many  quefiions,  and  in  their  turn  anfwered  as  many; 
Gama  enquired  of  them  by  inrerpreters,  in  what  place 
their  king  refided.  He  fent  one  of  the  exiles  imo  the 
city,  who  had  fcarce  fet  his  fcot  on  more,  when  vail 
crouds  came  round  him  ;  all  preffing  to  fee  a  man  of 
an  appearance  and  drefs  fo  Itrange,  and  all  inquifitive 
to  know  whence  he  came,  what  he  wanted,  and  by 
what  fortune  he  had  been  brought  into  thefe  parts; 
but  he  understood  nothing  of  their  language,  nor  they 
of  his.  He  was  carried  off  his  feet  by  the  throng, 
and  borne  here  and  there,  as  if  it  were  by  the  waves  of 
the  fea,  till  at  laft  he  light  on  two  merchants  from  the 
city  of  Tunis  in  Africa.  Thefe  were  not  a  little 
aftonifhed  when  they  faw  him  ;  by  his  drefs  they  took 
him  to  be  a  Spaniard  :  accordingly  one  of  them,  whole 
name  was  Monzaida,  accofted  him  in  Spanim,  asking 
of  what  part  of  that  kingdom  he  was.  Monzaida, 
having  received  for  anfwer,  that  he  was  a  Portuguefe, 
invited  him  to  his  houfe,  and  treated  him  with  the 
higheft  kindnefs.  He  informed  him,  that  he  had  for- 
merly dealt  confiderably  with  the  Portuguefe,  having 
been  the  chief  perfon  in  contracting  for,  and  providing 
the  warlike  (lores,  for  which  king  Ferdinand  had  fent 
to  Tunis.  He  defired  of  the  exile  to  introduce  him 
to  the  admiral;  accordingly  they  let  out  for  the  mips. 

Monzaida,  when  he  came  aboard,  accofted  Gama 
in  the  Spanifh  language,  who  gave  him  a  mod  hearty 
welcome,  and  a  kind  reception.  They  held  a  long  con- 
vention 
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verfation  together,  wherein  he  let  Gama  into  the  know- 
ledge of  many  ufeful  particulars.  And  whatever  ques- 
tions were  asked  him,  he  anfwered  them  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  fhewed  he  was  a  man  of  great  underftand- 
ing,  and  far  from  being  a  fuperficial  enquirer  into  things. 
He  told  our  people,  that  he  would  be  ready  to  do 
them  all  the  friendly  offices  in  his  power.  Moreover, 
he  faid,  that  their  arrival  would  be  very  grateful  to 
the  king  of  Calicut,  becaule  he  was  always  pleafed 
with  the  commerce  of  different  nations.  For  though 
his  dominions  were  very  extenfive,  and  not  a  few 
princes  tributary  to  him,  yet  his  revenues  chiefly  arofe 
from  the  duties  on  merchandize.  The  following  day, 
Gama  fent  two  of  his  officers  v*ith  Monzaidn,  to  wait 
upon  the  king,  who  then  relided  at  Pandarer.e,  three 
miles  from  Calicut.  Thefe  men  being  admitted  to  his 
prefence,  told  him,  That  the  king  of  Portugal  being 
filled  with  admiration  at  the  fame  and  dignity  of  his 
rame,  had  fent  thither  one  of  his  admirals,  who  would 
be  extremely  glad  to  have  the  honour  of  waiting  on 
his  majefty,  and,  in  the  name  of  his  matter,  to  enter 
into  a  league  of  friendfhip  with  fo  great  a  prince.  The 
king  made  anfwer,  That  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe 
admiral  gave  him  inexprelTible  pleafure,  and  he  would 
with  chearfulnels  embrace  the  opportunity  of  making 
fuch  an  alliance.  For  this  purpcfe  he  would,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  have  an  interview  with  Gama  ;  whom,  in 
jthe  mean  time,  he  advifed  to  bring  the  fhips  nearer  to 
Fandarene,  fince  the  harbour  where  they  lay  at  prefent 
was  exceffively  dangerous,  becaule  of  the  frequent  tem- 
pefts  at  that  time  of  the  year;  and  accordingly  he  fent 
one  to  pilot  the  fhips  into  a  more  convenient  place. 

Some  days  afterwards,  one  of  thofe  magiftrates 
whom  they  call  catuals,  was  fent  by  the  king  to  wait 
upon  Gama,  and  conduct  him  to  his  palace.  The  ad- 
miral, in  the  mean  time,  gave  the  command  of  the 
fhips  to  his  brother  Paul  •>  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  Ni- 
cholas Ccelo,  he  left  orders,  that  if  he  happened  to 
meet  with  any  misfortune  when  afhore,  they  fhould 

give 
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give  themfelves  no  concern  about  his  fafety,  but  fail 
directly  homewards,  to  give  an  acconnt  of  their  new 
navigation  •,  fince  it  would  be  highly  unreafonable, 
that  by  making  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  fave  him,  they 
mould  run  the  rifque  of  being  all  deftroyed,  and  thus 
lofe  the  fruits  of  iuch  vaft  fatigue.  He  faid,  that  in 
order  to  accomplifh  the  purpofe  for  which  he  was  fent 
into  thefe  parts,  he  could  not  avoid  having  an  inter- 
view with  the  king  of  Calicut ;  nor  did  he  make  the 
lead  fcruple  of  facn firing  his  life  for  the  fervice  of  his 
king  and  country.  He  took  only  12  of  his  men  to 
attend  him,  being  relolved  to  leave  as  many  hands 
aboard  as  pofiible,  in  cafe  of  any  neceffity. 

When  Gama  came  afhore,  he  was  conducted  into 
a  fedan  chair,  by  order  of  the  catual,  who  was  car- 
ried in  another  juft  by  him,  whilft  all  the  reft  of 
the  company  walked.  They  were  furrounded  with 
great  numbers  of  the  nobles,  who  are  called  naires. 
Having  reached  the  town,  there  they  dined,  then 
went  aboard  fome  canoes,  and  failed  down  the  river 
to  a  place  where  numbers  of  men  with  fedans  waited 
for  them. 

Thence  the  catual  led  them  into  a  very  fine  temple, 
which  Gama,  having  heard  there  were  a  great  many 
chriftians  in  that  country,  conjectured  to  be  a  chri- 
ftian  church.  The  magnificence  and  grandeur  of  the 
building,  with  fome  other  particulars  very  much  con- 
firmed him  in  this  opinion.  At  the  entrance,  they 
were  met  by  four  men  naked  from  tne  head  to  the  waift, 
and  from  thence  to  the  knees  clad  in  filk.  Each  of 
them  had  three  firings  coming  over  the  right  moulder, 
and  tied  under  the  left  arm.  They  feemed  to  fprinkle 
holy  water,  and  held  out  to  every  one  the  duft  of 
fome  wood  of  a  fine  fcent,  with  which  they  made, 
or  feemed  to  make  croffes  on  their  foreheads.  The 
walls  of  the  temple  were  adorned  with  curious  paint- 
ings. In  the  middle  there  was  a  little  round  chapel, 
afcending  by  fome  fteps,  the  door  was  made  of  brafs, 
but  very  fmall.     Within  this  chapel,  on  the  wall  op- 
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pofite  to  the  entrance,  there  flood  an  image,  but  the 
form  of  it  could  not  be  viewed  diftmdtly,  becaufe 
of  the  gloominefs  of  the  place.  Our  people  were 
not  admitted  here,  nor  indeed  was  this  libeny  given 
to  any  but  the  priefts.  The  four  ptrfons  whom  we 
have  already  mentioned,  went  up  to  the  image,  and 
pointing  to  it  with  their  fingers,  called  aloud  Mary! 
Mary!  Then  thecatual,  withall  hisatt:endar.ts,proftrated 
themlelves  on  the  ground,  and  raifed  their  hands  in 
a  fuppliant  pofture,  and  when  they  rofe  up,  (till 
feemed  to  offer  up  Amplications.  Our  people  ima- 
gining they  invoked  the  atfiftance  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
likewife  joined  in  putting  up  prayers  to  God,  and  af- 
ter the  manner  of  their  country  adored  the  blefied 
mother  of  our  Saviour. 

Having  left  this  temple,  they  entered  another  of 
equal  magnificence,  then  walked  in  pioceflion  towards 
the  palace.  In  their  way  thither,  the  ftreets  and  ave- 
nues were  fo  crouded  wirh  all  forts  of  people,  who 
came  out  of  curiofity  to  fee  Gama  and  his  attendants, 
that  they  could  not  have  reached  the  palace,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  nobles,  who  cleared  the  way  with  their 
drawn  fwords.  At  the  entrance  to  the  palace,  they 
were  met  by  feveral  of  the  grandees  belonging  to  the 
court,  whom  they  call  caimaes.  When  they  had 
come  to  that  part  where  the  king  waited  to  give  them 
audience,  an  elderly  man  in  a  fiiken  garment  reaching 
from  his  moulders  to  his  heels,  came  forth  to  receive 
them,  and  embraced  Gama  in  the  mod  friendly 
manner.  This  venerable  perlbn  was  mafter  of  the 
Brameins  and  of  great  authority  with  the  king.  The 
reft  of  the  company  were  fifft  fhtwn  into  a  hall,  then 
he  followed  with  Gama.  This  hall  was  magnificent 
and  fpacious,  with  feveral  rows  of  feats  mod  ingeni- 
oufly  contrived,  rifmg  above  each  other,  after  the  man- 
ner of  an  amphitheatre.  The  floor  was  covered  with 
rich  carpets,  and  the  walls  hung  with  filk  tapeftry  cu- 
rioufly  interwoven  with  gold.     The  king   lay  reclined 
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on  a  magnificent  fofa ;  he  was  drefTed  in  a  filken 
garment  fattened  with  golden  clafps,  and  he  had  a 
mitre  on  his  head,  adorned  with  jewels ;  his  fingers 
fparkled  with  rings  fet  with  precious  ftones.  His 
outward  perfon  was  graceful,  and  his  whole  deport- 
ment truely   noble  and  majeflick. 

Gama,  in  the  Portugefe  manner,  did  .obeifance.to  his 
majefty,  who  received  him  very  gracioufly,  placed 
him  in  a  feat  juft  by  him,  and  ordered  his  attendants 
Jikewife  to  fit  down.  After  our  people  had  feme  re- 
frefhmenr,  the  king  then  defired  Gama  to  let  him  know 
the  particulars  of  his  embafiy,;  who  replied,  that  by  the 
cuftom  of  his  country,  he  cculd  not  communicate  his 
in  ft  ructions  in  a  public  afiembly:  But  if  his  majefty, 
with  a  few  of  his  minifters  of  ilate,  would  give  him 
a  private  audience,  then  he  would  lay  open  the  whole 
of  his  commiilion.  The  king  accordingly  complied 
with  this  requeft,  and  ordered  Gama  to  be  conducted 
into  a  private  chamber,  and  immediately  followed 
:him,  together  with  the  mafcer  of  the  tamins,  and 
fome  of  the  nobility.  Here  Gama  made  a  fpeech, 
the  fubftance  of  which  was,    c  That  Emmanuel,  a 

*  prince  of  vaft  dignity,  of  an  afpiring  foul,  and 
c  great  curiofity,  having  heard    much   of  India,  par- 

*  ticularly  of  the  empire  of  Calicut,  was  ftruck  with 
■'  admiration  at  the  ingenuity  of  the  people,  as  well 
6  as  the  dignity  and  grandeur  of  their  fovereign,  and 

*  extremely  folicitous  to  enter  into  a  league  of  friendfhip 
f  with  fo  renowned  a  monarch.  For  this  purpofe, 
4  Gama  faid  he  had  been  fent  into  thefe  parts  •,  nor 
'did  he  doubt  but  fuch  a  league  would  greatly  tend 
.'  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  princes.'  And,  in 
order  to  confirm  the  truth  cf  what  he  advanced,  he 
faid  he  had  brought  letters  from  Emmanuel  for  that 
.purpofe.  The  king,  in  few  words,  replied,  that  fuch 
an  alliance  would  be  extremely  agreeable,  and  he 
would  be  ready  to  do  every  thing  that  could  (hew 
in  ,wbat.e(leem  he  held  the  friendfhip  of  Emmanuel 
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Having  made  this  reply,  he  ordered  the  catual  to 
lead  Gama  to  a  proper  apartment,  where  he  might  re- 
fide  during  his  ftay ;  the  red  of  the  Portuguefe,  who 
accompanied  him  were  alfo  provided  for  with  the 
Jike  civility.  But  before  we  relate  what  happened  af- 
terwards, it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  fome  account 
of  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  together  with  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  its  inhabitants. 


vs&?<* 


BOOK 


(«7  ) 


BOOK     II. 

BY  the  Eaft  Indies  is  vulgarly  meant  all  thofe  coun- 
tries reaching  from  the  Arabian  Tea  to  China; 
but,  to  fpeak  with  propriety,  India  is  that  fpace  of 
land  bounded  by  the  Perfian  territories  on  the  weft, 
and  the  Chinefe  on  the  eafl: ;  on  the  north  by  the 
mountain  Imau%  and  wafhed  on  the  fouth  by  the 
Indian  ocean.  It  has  been  confidered  by  fome  as  di- 
vided into  two  parts,  one  of  which  reaches  from  the 
weftern  boundaries  to  the  Ganges,  the  other  lies  beyond 
that  river,  and  extends  as  far  as  the  confines  of  China: 
Others  have  confined  India  to  a  more  narrow  compafs, 
thinking  that  was  only  to  be  fo  called  which  lies  be- 
tween the  rivers  Indus  and  Ganges,  and  is  by  the  in- 
habitants called  Indoftan.  Both  of  thefe  rivers  take 
their  rife  from  the  mountain  Imaus,  and  both  take 
their  courfe  to  the  fouth,  the  Indus  on  the  weftern, 
and  the  Ganges  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  India.  They 
fall  down  from  the  rocks  with  great  rapidity,  and 
take  a  winding  courfe  through  the  country,  and  fe- 
veral  rivers  running  into  them,  are  at  laft  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  when  they  approach  the  fea 
their  channel  is  fo  deep,  that  they  carry  mips  of  the 
greateft  burthen :  the  mouths  of  thefe  rivers  makes 
two  very  large  bays,  from  whence  the  land  runs  out 
to  the  fouth  as  far  as  cape  Comorin,  which  is  fix  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Indus:  the 
breadth  of  this  tract  of  land  betwixt  the  mouths  of 
thefe  two  rivers  is  four  hundred  miles :  the  cape, 
or  the  extremity  of  the  promontory  is  feven  degrees 
north  latitude. 

The  eaftern   and  weftern  coafts   were  peopled  by 
many  different  nations.     Thofe  called  the  Malabars, 
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at  that  time  inhabited  greateft  part  of  the  weft.  The 
country  was  divided  into  feveral  kingdoms,  governed 
by  many  petty  princes,  all  of  whom  were  fubjedt  and 
tributary   to   the   emperor    or    zamorin    of  Calicut. 
His  wealth,  however,  did  not  arife  from  his  extent  of 
power,  but  from  the  commerce  and  trade  carried  on 
in  his  dominions.     Calicut,  which  is  on  the  coafl  of 
Malabar,  was  then  the  mod  celebrated  mart  in  India. 
The  country  abounded  in  all  forts  of  merchandize,  part- 
ly ics  own  production,  and  panly  imported  from  other 
places.     The  people  are  pagans  in  their  reiigion,  and 
great  bigots  in  their  way.     They  have  a  vait   number r 
of  temples,    and  hold  their  priefts   or  Bramins  in  the 
greateft  efteem,  giving  them  implicit  faith,  in  divine 
as  well  as  human  affairs  :  all  their  kings  are  obliged  to 
be  inftructed  in  the  myiteries  of  ihefe  men,  whole  per- 
fons   are  accounted  facred,  and  even  in    time  of  war 
they  have  a  free  and  fafe  communication  amongft  all 
parries;  for  it  would  be  deemed    the  greateft  impiety 
to  offer  them  any  violence.     Thefe  bramins  wear  each 
of  them  three  firings,  reaching  from   their  right  moul- 
der to  the  left  fide  ;  by  this  they  fignify  that  there  are 
three   perfons  in  the  deity.     They  believe  that  God 
came  upon   earth,  in    the  form  of  a  man,  to  redeem 
the  human  race  from   everlafting  deftrucYion.    Thefe 
truths  they  very  probably  received  from  fome  Chriftians, 
who  travelled  into  India.     They  ftudy  mathematicks 
and  philofophy.     Their  rel;gion  is  often  nothing  but 
the  vileft   diflimulaiion,  being  under   the    difguife  of 
affected    piety,  oftentimes    guilty  of  the  mod  fraud  u- 
knt  tricks  in  all  fcenes  of  life.     The  reft  of  the  people 
receive  their  reiigious  principles  from  thefe  priefts,  and 
are    great   obfervers  of  omens  and   prodigies.     The 
twenty  fecond  of  October  is  kept  as   a  grand  feftival 
amongfl  them  ;  on  that  day  the  boys  march  out  armed 
with   bows,  and,  in  play,  difcharge    light  arrows   at 
each    ether.      In   like   manner,   thofe  of  a  more  ad- 
vanced  age  throw  weapons'  at  one  another,  lo  that 
.inany  are  fo  grievoufly  hurt  as  to  die  of  their  wounds; 
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and  fuch  a  death  is  efteemed  full  of  glory  and  honour : 
far  they  have  a  notion  that  thofe  who  are  taken  off  in 
this  manner,  are  removed  to  heaven,  to  live  amongft 
the  gods.  There  are  many  other  anniverfary  holy- 
days,  in  which  fome  always,  by  way  of  piety,  facri- 
fice  their  lives  amidft  a  vaft  croud  of  fpectators.  Their 
year  begins  in  the  month  of  September,  but  on  no  fixed 
day :  they  firft  confult  the  aftrologers  and  augurs 
what  hour  is  moft  happy  and  aufpiciou5?,  from  thence 
they  date  the  beginning  of  their  new-year.  The  youth, 
on  that  day  they  enter  into  their  fixteenth  year,  are 
blindfolded  and  led  by  their  companions  into  fome 
temple,  where  the  images  of  their  gods  are  placed; 
When  they  come  thither,  their  eyes  are  uncovered, 
and  if  they  happen  to  fix  them  directly  on  the  image 
of  that  god  whom  they  particularly  worfhip,  then 
they  are  confident  this  year  will  be  happy  and  prof- 
perous. 

The  nobility  are  debarred  from  marriage,  left  when 
embarrafied  with  family-concerns,  they  fbould  be  more 
remifs  in  warlike  exploits.  However,  they  are  allowed 
to  keep  a  miftrefs,  nay  feveral,  provided  they  be  of 
equal  rank  with  themfelves :  for  it  is  unlawful  for 
thejp  to  lye  with  any  other  than  a  woman  of  quality. 
In  like  manner,  the  ladies  may  have  as  many  gallants 
as  they  pleafe,  with  the  fame  reftrieYion ;  nor  isj  there 
any  appearance  of  jealoufy  amongft  them,  but  every 
one  gives  place  to  her  fucceiTive  rival,  without  envy 
or  ill-nature.  If  a  nobleman  lies  with  a  woman  of 
low  birth*  he  is  cut  to  pieces  by  the  reft  of  the  no- 
bles. In  like  manner  the  women  of  nobility  are  pu- 
nifhed,  if  they  happen  to  tranfgrefs  this  law.  The 
nobles  never  fix  upon  their  fons  as  their  heirs*  becaufe 
it  is  uncertain  who  may  have  been  their  fathers ;  but 
they  adopt  their  fillers  fons,  who  are  educated  at  the 
king's  expence,  and  inured  to  all  the  hardy  exercifes 
and  dangers  of  war.  They  go  naked  as  far  as  the 
waift,  being  cloathed  from  thence  to  the  middle  of 
their  legs.  They  are  not  permitted  to  ufe  their  arms 
F  3  in 


70  The  History  oF  Book  II. 

in  the  field  of  battle,  till  the  king,  to  whom  they  are' 
fubject,  has  didinguifhed  them  with  military  honours. 
There  are  proper  mafters  appointed  to  indruct  them 
early  in  the  difcipline  df  war,  and  thefe  pcrfons  they 
honour  and  obey  with  the  utmoft  deference.  They 
are  extremely  expert  in  the  ufe  of  arms*  and  fhewa  fur- 
prifing  nimblenefs  and  dexterity  in  all  their  exercifes. 
They  carry  pride  to  the  higheft  degree  ;  infomuch  that 
if  an  ignoble  perfon  fhould  happen  to  touch  them, 
they  think  their  blood  and  nobility  is  thereby  polluted, 
and  that  it  can  be  purified  in  no  other  way  but  by 
the  death  of  the  unhappy  commoner.  For  this  reafon, 
the  common  people  when  they  walk  along,  are  obliged 
to  call  aloud,  that  the  nobility,  if  near,  may  hear 
them,  and  give  orders,  that  they  fhould  keep  out  of 
the  way,  and  thus  avoid  fo  dangerous  a  meeting.  No- 
bility there  cannot  be  forfeited  or  even  tarnifhed  by 
the  fouled  crime,  nor  can  a  perfon  of  mean  birth  be- 
come great  or  noble  by  the  mod  illudious  actions  ;  but 
all  mult  remain  in  the  fame  rank  as  their  forefathers 
have  done. 

The  lower  clafs  of  people  may  intermarry,  pro 
vided  it  be  with  thofe  of  the  fame  profeilion  or  calling  •, 
thus  the  fon  of  a  taylor  is  not  allowed  to  marry  the 
daughter  of  a  fhoemaker,  nor  is  it  lawful  for  a  man 
to  follow  any  other  bufinefs  than  that  by  which  his 
father  has  got  his  living.  This  has  been  an  antient 
cudom,  and  is  kept  up  with  the  utmoft  driclnefs. 
There  are  certain  private  affociations  amongd  them, 
by  which  they  bind  themfelves  in  the  mod  facred  man- 
ner, that  if  any  one  concerned  therein  fhould  be  mur- 
dered, the  red  will  facrifice  their  lives  in  revenging 
his  death.  Hence  it  happens,  not  only  when  a  king, 
but  alfo  when  a  private  perfon  is  cut  off,  that  his  fur- 
viving  friends  are  actuated  by  fuch  fury  and  refentment, 
that  they  will  not  dick  at  the  mod  bloody  deed  to  a- 
venge  his  fall.  In  writing  they  ufe  no  paper,  but  with 
a  dyle  or  pen,  write  upon  the  leaves  of  certain  trees, 
not  palms,  tho'  called  fo  becaufe  of  the  great  refem- 
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blance  they  bear  to  them.  In  this  manner  all  their 
publick  tran  factions  and  memorable  events  are  record- 
ed, thefe  leaves,  being  cut  of  an  equal  length,  and 
holes  bored  thro'  their  extremeties,  and  tyed  up  com- 
pactly betwixt  two  pieces  of  polifhed  wood.  And  as 
often  as  there  is  occafion  to  perufe  thefe  records,  they 
undo  the  knots,  and  tie  them  up  again  with  the  utmoi: 
carefulnefs.  A  great  deal  more  might  be  faid  con- 
cerning their  manners  and  cuftoms,  which  I  mall  at 
prefent  omit,  in  order  to  haften  to  what  comes  more 
immediately  under  my  defign. 

Calicut   is  fituated  in   the  middle  of  the  Malabar 
toaft,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  fea.  The  harbour  is 
not  quite  clofe  to  the  city.     The  town  itfelf  is  large 
and  fpacious,  which  arifes  not  only  from  the  number 
of  inhabitants,  but  aifo  from  the  nature  of  their  build- 
ings, which  are  not  crouded  together  as  in  many  other 
cities,  but  detached  from  each  other,  and  furrounded 
with  delightful    gardens,  fo  that  they  take  in  a  con- 
(iderable  fpace  of  ground.    The  houfes,  however,  are 
but  poor  and  mean,  nor  are  they  allowed  to  be  other- 
ways  by  the  laws  of  the  country  :  This  pitiful  appear- 
ance of  all  the   other   buildings  makes    that  of  the 
royal  palace  mine  with  more  luftre,  which  is  very  mag- 
nificent, and  the  only  one  built  of  flone.     The  foil  is 
extremely  fertile,  and  abounds  in  all  the  conveniencies 
as  well  as   neceflaries  of  life.     This   was  the  ftate  of 
Calicut  at  the  arrival  of  the  Portugucfe.     Gama*  after 
having  had  three  days  reft*  was  again  introduced  to 
the  zamorin  by  the  catual,  when  he  prefented  to  his 
majefly  the  letter  and  prefents  he  had  brought  him  from 
Emmanuel.     The  king  received  the  letter  with  great 
politenefs,  but  feemed   to  look  upon  the  prefents  with 
an  air  of  contempt.     Gama  faid,  he  ought  not  to  be 
furprized,  that  they  were  fo  little  fuitable  to  his  dig- 
nity, fince  Emmanuel  could  not  forefee  that  their  na- 
vigation  wduld  be  fo  fuccefsful.     Befides,  he  added 
that  he  could  bring  no  gift   more  valuable  and  ho- 
nourable than  the  friendfhip  of  his  matter,  nor  none 
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more  advantagiou?,  fince  his  Calicutian  majefty  would 
reap  confiderable  benefits  from  fettling  a  commerce  with 
the  Portuguefe,  who  would  every  year  fend  into  h'13 
dominions    mips    loaded    with    the    richeft    cargoes. 
Gama  being  informed  by  Monzaida,  that  the  Saracens 
Or  Arabians  were    his   inveterate  enemies,    and  were 
plotting  the  Deftruclion  of  our  people,  Ire  therefore  en- 
treated the  king,  not  ro  communicate  the  contents  of 
Emmanuel's  lctier   to  thefe  men,    nor  make  ufe  of 
them    as  interpreters.     The    king  accordingly  had  k 
explained  to  him  by  Monzaida,  then   took  leave  of 
"Gama  for  that  time,  having   recommended  to  him 
with  great   friendfhip,    to  be  upon   his  guard  againft 
the  mifchievous  defigns  of  the  Arabians.     The  admi- 
ral return'd  him  thanks  for  his  kindnefs,  and  departed 
with  a  refolution  as   focn  as  poffible  to  repair  to  the 
fhips.     The  Arabs,  in  the  mean  while,    were  holding 
private  conferences,  and  conceiting  meafures  for  the 
deftruclion  of  our  people.     They  went  to  the  king's 
minifters,   and   all  thole  who  had  any  influence  with 
his  majefty,  courting   them  with  bribes,    and  impor- 
tuning them  with  prayers  and  intreaties  to  ufe  all  their 
intereft  with  the  zamorin,  that  he  might  not  give  any 
encouragement  to  fuch  a  perfidious  fet  of  men.  Gama, 
they  faid,  was  a   cruel  bloody  minded  pyrate,  having 
ffiewn  himfelf  to  be  fuch  by  his  outrageous  behaviour 
in  all  thofe  parts  he  had  already  touched  at ;  that   he 
had  come   to  Calicut  with  the  fame   intentions,    and 
his  pretence  of  fettling  a  treaty  of  commerce,  was  only 
a  fcreen  to  his  wicked  purpofes,  in  order  to  lull  them 
into  a  ftate  of  fecurity,   that  he  might    thereby   be 
more  enabled  to  carry  on  his  hoftile  intentions ;    They 
hoped  therefore  fome  pains  would  be  taken  to  remove 
this  clanger;  like  a  fire  it  ought  at   the  beginning 'to 
be  extinguifhed,  left,  if  allowed    to  fpread,   it  might 
confume  the  whole  kingdom.     Thefe,  and  fuch  other 
infinuatons,  the  Arabian   merchants    endeavoured  to 
propagate  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  and  ufed  all  their 
efToits  to  ruin  the  affairs  of  our  people:    In  this   they 

were 
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were  actuated  partly  by  the  hatred  they  bore  to  the 
chriftian  name,  partly  by  the  apprchenfions  they  lay 
under,  left  if  the  Poituguefe  once  got  a  footing  in  the 
country,  they  themfclves  might  be  wormed  out,  or 
at  leaft  their  profits  greatly  diminifhed.  By  their  bri- 
bery they  fo  far  won  upon  the  affeclions  of  the  catual, 
that  he  did  all  that  malice  and  calumny  could  invenc 
to  prejudice  our  people.  The  king  being  of  a  fickle 
and  inconftant  difpoiition,  was  uncertain  what  to  do, 
his  mind  inclining  fomttimes  one  way  and  fometimes 
another;  for  if  he  mould  cut  ofTGama  and  his  at- 
tendants, or,  in  order  to  gratify  the  Arabs  in  fome  de- 
gree, mould  throw  them  into  prifon,  he  then  feared  he 
might  be  accufed  of  perfidy  towards  thofe  whom  he 
had  taken  under  his  protection.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  he  let  them  depart  in  fafety,  he  was  afraid  he  might 
lofe  the  affeclions  of  the  Arabians,  who  contributed 
greatly  to  the  increafe  of  his  revenues.  The  Arabs 
omitted  nothing  which  might  enable  them  to  carry 
their  purpofes  •,  they  went  in  a  body  to  the  king's 
palace,  where  one  of  them,  noted  for  his  aflurance  and 
fkill  in  oratory,  fpoke  to  the  king  in  the  following- 
words  :    '  Moft  renowned  prince,  we  have  ever  been 

*  fuch  dutiful  and  ufeful  fubje&s  in    your  ftace,  that 

*  methinks,  we  have  a  particular  claim  to  your  friend- 
«  fhip  and  protection.     The  increafe   of  your  reve- 

*  nues  from  our  trade,  is  apparently  fo  confiderable, 
c  that  we  fhall  but  juft  mention  it.  Afk  the  commif- 
c  fioners  of  yourcuftoms;    examine  your  public  ac- 

*  counts ;  thefe  will  inform  you  whether  the  Saracens 

*  have  been  unprofitable   members  of  the  community. 

*  We  ourfelves   have  always  had  a  particular  attach- 

*  ment   to  this  country,  as  well  as  our  anceftors,  who 

*  regarded  it  as    their  native  foil,  and  were  ever  du- 

*  tiful  and  loyal  to  the  kings  of  Calicut.  We  hope 
'  then  your  majefty  will  not  allow  this  agreeable   har- 

*  mony,    this  ancient  friend  fhip,  to  be  diflblved  by  a 

*  fet  of  abandoned   wretches    lately   arrived  in   thefe 

*  parts.     But  perhaps  you  may  not  conceive  fo  bad 

•  an 
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an  opinion  of  thefe  men  as  we  do ;  nor  is  this  to  be 
wonder'd  at,  fince  a  mind  truly  great   and  princely, 
being  confeious  of  its  own  candour,  is  apt  to  enter- 
tain generous   fentiments   of  others  •,  and  will  not 
without  difficulty  give  credit  to  accufations  brought 
againft  the  mod:  abandoned.     Befides,  you  have  had 
no  occafions  of  being  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
thefe  men  ;  but  we  have  known  numberlefs  inflances 
of  their  perfidy  and  villainy.     They  have  deftroyed 
nations,  they  have   ravaged  countries  ;  and  all  this 
without  the  kail  provocation,  merely  to  footh  their 
ambition,  and  gratify  their  lull  of  power.     Can  you 
then  fuppofe  that  men  of  fuch  a  ftamp  would  come 
from  regions  fo  remote,  and  encounter  fuch  horrid 
dangers,  only  to  fettle  a  commerce  with  your  peo- 
ple ?  No,  it  is  incredible.     They  are  either  Pyrates^ 
who  want  to  abufe  your  lenity,  and  turn  it  to  the 
public  detriment,  or  they  are  fent  by  their  ambitious 
prince  not  to  make  a  league  of  friendfhip,  but  as 
ipies  to  examine  the  fituation  of  the  city.     Have  not 
the   Portuguefe  by  fuch  artifices   made  themfelves 
matters  of  mod  of  the  towns  in  Africa  ?  Have  they 
not  in  like   manner  feized  on  the  greateft  part  of 
Ethiopia  ?  Is  it  not  evident  too,  what  mifchief  thefe 
pyrates  have  already  done?  They  have  fallen  upon 
Mogambique   with  their   hoftile    arms  •,   they  have 
made  great  Daughter  and  havockatMombaze  ;   they 
have    likewife    taken  feveral  mips,  with  many  pri- 
foners.    And  if,  with  fo  fmall  a  force  they  dare  fhow 
the  ferocity  of  their  difpofition,    what  will  they  not 
perpetrate,  when  they  have  a  greater  (trength.     If 
you  have  then  any   regard  for  the  welfare   of  your 
kingdom,  deftroy  thefe  pernicious   wretches;  that* 
if  pyrates,  they  may  fufT'er   the  punifhment  due  to 
their  crimes  •,  or,-  if  the  wicked  inflruments  of  ambi- 
tion, that  the  demuclion  of  thofe  you  have  in  your 
power  may  put  an  end  to  this  dangerous  navigation* 
and  prevent  the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe  from  coming 
into  thefe  parts.     An  evil  in  its  firQ;  growth  is  eafily 

*  crumed5 
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*  crufhed,  but  if  permitted  to  gain  ftrcngth,  will    not 

*  be  overcome  without   the  greateft  difficulty.     Now 

*  therefore  is  the  time.     Put  a  flop  to  their  career; 

*  check  their  lawlefs  ambition,  and  provide  for  the 

*  fecurity  of  your  kingdom.     As  there  is  nothing  more 

*  hurtful  to   a  nation  than  an  excels  of  credulity,  fo 

*  there  is  nothing  more  falutary  that  a  wife  forefight 

*  and  moderate  caution  to  ward  off  dangers.  They 
6  come  here  under  a    pretext  of  carrying  on  trade, 

*  whereas  the  goods  they  have  brought  are  fo  poor 
1  and  inconfiderable  that  they  evidently  difcover  their 
«  wretched  condition :  How  then  can  we  expect  they 

*  will  enrich  our  country,  who  are  themfelves  ib  needy 
■  and  indigent  ?  What  mail  I  fay   in  regard  to  thofe 

*  prefents  brought  your  majefty  in  the  name  of  their 

*  fovereign?  I  know  not  whether  they  ought  to  move 

*  our  laughter,   or  ra  ife  our  indignation.     Did  their 

*  king,  whom  they  fo  much  extol,  imagine  he  had 

*  to  do  with  fome  petty  Ethiopian  prince,  whofe  po- 

*  verty  and  folly  would  make  him  an  eafy  prey  ?  Shall 

*  they  with  impunity  thus  ridicule  yous  facred  ma- 
c  jefty,  endeavour  to  impofe  on  your  good  nature, 

*  and  act  as  if  they  imagined  you  deftitute  of  reafon 

*  and  common  fenfe?  But  perhaps  it  may  be  faid, 
4  that  thefe  are  groundlefs  afperfions,  proceeding  from 

*  the  hatred  which  the  Arabians  bear  to  the  Chriftians. 
4  I  own  we  have  an  utter  averfion  to  a  people  who  have 

*  always   been  our  implacable  enemies.    But  though 

*  our  intereft  may  be  fomewhat  affected  in   the  pre- 

*  fent  cafe,  yet  I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay,  your  ail 

*  is  at  flake.  As  for  us,  if  you  enter  into  a  league 
c  with  thefe  chriftians,  we  can  remove  into  other  coun- 
«  tries,  where  we  mall  meet  with  a  kinder  reception, 

*  and  fettle   more  advantagioufly.     And   it   will  not 

*  a  little  recommend  us  to  the  favour  of  other  princes, 

*  when  it  fhall  be  known,  that  you  have  preferred 
4  ftrangers  to  friends,  foreigners  to  your  own  fubjedfo, 

*  and  men  of  fufpicious  characters  to  thofe  of  ap- 
J  proved  fidelity.   Wherever  we  go  we  fhall  be  enabled 

•  to 
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*  to   carry  on  our  trade  with   equal  gain  and  advan- 

*  tage  ♦,  but   as    for  you,  if  you  do   not  immediately 

*  exert  yourfeJf  with  fpirit,  1  am  afraid,   which  heaved 

*  avert,  that  in  a  few  years  not  only  your  crown,  but 

*  your  life,  will  be  in  the  greater!:  jeopardy  from  apeo- 

*  pie  fo  covetous,   fo  ambitious,  and  lb  warlike." 

By  this  and  fuch  like  fpeeches,  the  Arabians  endea- 
voured to  inflame  the  king  againft  our  people.  Ga- 
ina  having  perceived  that  many  malicious  fchemes  were 
forming  againft  his  life,  and  at  the  fame  time  being 
fenfible  of  the  mifchievous  defigns  of  the  treacherous 
catual,  he  thought  there  was  no  time  to  be  delayed, 
and  accordingly,  before  day-break,  kt  out  for  Panda- 
rene,  with  all  poffible  hafte,  left  he  might  be  ob- 
ftrucled  by  the  catual.  At  his  departure  from  the 
fhips  he  had  left  orders,  that  there  ihould  be  fome 
beats  always  near  at  hand,  to  favour  his  efcape,  in  cafe 
of  any  danger  from  the  Arabians.  Thefe  men,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  purfuing  their  malicious  purpofes  wnri 
great  earnefmefs.  They  provided  armc,  and  endea- 
voured to  raife  a  general  tumult  againft  our  people. 
They  had  even  an  intention  to  aflaffinate  Gama  and 
his  attendants.  And  when  they  found  he  was  gone 
off,  importuned  the  king  to  fend  after  him  to  bring 
him  back  by  force.  The  catual  being  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  went  for  Pandarene  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
pedition :  and  having  overtook  Gama  detained  hirrt 
by  force :  However,  he  ftill  pretended  great  friend- 
fhip,  telling  the  admiral  he  would  ufe  his  intereft  with 
the  king,  that  his  majefty  might  grant  our  people 
whatever  they  defired  ;  but  that  Gama,  in  the  fir  ft 
place,  muft  fully  fatisfy  him  in  regard  to  fome  afper- 
fions  thrown  upon  the  Portuguefe,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  fairly  to  declare  their  defign  in  coming  upon  thefe 
coafts.  Befides,  he  defired  him  to  bring  his  (hips  nearer 
to  the  land,  and  deliver  up  the  fails  and  rudders,  which 
would  be  as  pledges  of  his  fidelity.  But  Gama  re- 
plied, he  would  forfeit  his  life  fooner  than  comply 
with  this  requeft.     He  lent  letters   to   his  brotheP, 

wherein 
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wherein  he  enjoined  him,  as  he  had  done  before,  that 
if  it  was  his  fate  to  be  detained  by  this  treacherous 
people,  he  fhould  fet;  fail  for  Portugal,  to  inform  the 
king  of  this  new  navigation.  As  for  his  part,  he  was 
free  from  any  anxiety  about  his  own  life,  but  extreme- 
ly uneafy  left  the  fruits  of  all  their  fatigue  fhould  be 
loft.  He  behaved  towards  the  catual  with  uncommon 
Ipirit,  and  with  great  dexterity  fruftrated  all  his  ftra- 
tagems.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  fruitlcfs  altercations. 
At  laft  it  was  agreed,  that  the  goods  in  the  Portuguefe 
fhips  fhould  be  landed,  with  fome  men  to  look  after 
them.  As  foon  as  this  was  done,  Gama  was  allowed 
to  go  to  the  fleet.  Thence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
king,  wherein  he  complained  of  the  catual's  treachery, 
telling  him,  that  the  perfidy  of  this  man  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  his  abrupt  departure.  The  zamorin  anlwered, 
that  he  would  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  this  officer, 
and  if  he  found  him  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  thing 
bafe  or  dilhonourable,  he  would  punifh  him  in  the 
fevereft  manner.  At  the  fame  time,  he  adviftd  Gama 
to  fend  his  goods  to  Calicut,  where  they  might  be  fold 
to  great  advantage.  The  admiral,  accordingly,  fol- 
lowed his  advice,  and  all  the  Portuguefe  merchandize 
were  conveyed  to  that  city,  at  the  king's  expence. 

In  the  mean  while,  Gama  moved  his  fhips  nearer  to 
the  city,  and  fent  thither  every  day  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent perfons,  that  as  many  of  his  men  as  pofiible, 
might  take  a  view  of  the  country,  and  make  obferva- 
tions  on  the  genius  and  temper  of  its  inhabitants.  He 
took  all  poflible  methods  to  promote  amity  and  peace. 
He  fent  another  letter  to  the  zamorin,  defiring,  in 
order  to  edablifh  a  lading  friendfhip,  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  leave  a  perion  at  Calicut  to  tranfact  the 
affairs  of  his  Portugueie  majefty.  The  zamorin,  how- 
ever, either  fufpe&ing  fome  deep  defign  in  leaving  fuch 
a  perfon,  or  perhaps  imagining  Gama  wanted  to  move 
off,  without  paying  the  duties  of  his  merchandize,  re- 
turned a  very  furly  anfwer  to  this  letter.  Upon  this, 
fhe  admiral  reiblved  to  break  off  all  manner  of  cor_ 

refpondence 
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refpondence  with  a  man  of  fo  fickle  and  inconftant  a 
difpofition.  The  king  being  incenfed  at  this  contemp- 
tuous treatment,  ordered  all  the  goods  to  be  feized, 
and  twoof  thePortuguefeto  be  thrown  into  prifon  j  and 
notwithftanding  he  was  preffed  in  the  molt  ftrenuous 
manner  to  return  them,  he  iiill  per  fitted  in  his  injuftice. 
Gama  irritated  by  this  ufage,  refolved  to  make  repri- 
zals,  and  affert  his  right  by  force.  Accordingly,  he 
attacked  the  firft  fhip  he  few  coming  into  the  harbour, 
and  took  from  thence  fix  naires  or  noblemen,  with 
nineteen  of  their  fervants  ;  ihefe  he  made  captives,  and 
put  into  clofe  confinement,  but  difmifed  the  reft  of 
the  crew.  Then  he  ordered  the  fhips  to  fet  fail  j  in 
inch  a  manner,  however,  that  they  fhould  not  move 
far  from  the  fhore,  for  he  thought  this  would  alarm 
the  people  cf  Calicut  -,  and  that  the  king,  in  order  to 
recover  his  fubjects,  would  immediately  reftore  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  together  with  the  goods  he  had  taken.  It 
fucceeded  according  to  his  wilhes.  No  fooner  were  the 
fhips  under  fail,  but  the  king  fent  a  difpatch  to  Gama, 
to  let  him  know  he  was  greatly  furprifed  why  he  con- 
fined rhofe  noblemen  who  had  never  given  him  the 
leaft  offence.  As  for  the  two  Portuguefe,  he  faid  he 
only  detained  them  till  he  fhould  write  letters,  which, 
he  intended  to  fend  by  them  to  his  brother  king 
Emmanuel  \  and  promifed,  upon  his  honour,  that  he 
would  fct  them  at  liberty,  and  at  the  fame  time,  make 
a  reftitution  of  the  goods.  Gama  being  induced  by 
this  pro  mile,  flood  again  towards  the  city  with  his 
fhips.  The  day  following,  the  two  Portuguefe  came 
with  letters  they  had  received  for  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal. There  was  likewife  another  perfon  to  inform 
Gama,  that  he  might  leave  a  perfon  to  manage  Em- 
manuel's affairs,  and  that  every  thing  fhould  be  fettled 
in  an  advantageous  manner  for  the  Portuguefe.  As 
for  the  goods,  his  majefiy  had  not  thought  proper  to 
fend  them  back  ;  becaufe,  if  a  perfon  was  t©  be  left  ac 
Calicut,  fuch  a  one  might  fell  them  to  very  great  ad- 
vantage.    Gama  made  anfwer.  That  he  had  altered  his 
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refolution  as  to  that  refpecV,  and,  therefore,  if  the  za- 
morin  of  Calicut  wanted  to  have  his  fubjects  reftored, 
he  muft  immediately  fend  back  the  goods. 

The  following  day,Monza;da  came  aboard,  in  great 
perturbation.     The  Saracens,  he  faid,  had  raifed  vaft 
commotions,    and  by  various  calumnies  enraged  the, 
king  againft  our  people  •,   moreover,  that  he  himfelf, 
tipon  account  of  the  friendfhip  he  had  fhewn  to  Gama, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe,  had  been  brought  into 
the  utmoft  danger,  and  by  the  greateft  providence  had 
ti'caped  in  fafety  5    that  whilft  he  remained  at  Calicut, 
he  could  not  be  fare  of  his  life  :  therefore  he  earnefl- 
ly  requefted  to  be  carried  into   Portugal.     As  to  his 
effects,  he  faid  he  was  indifferent  about  them,  his  only 
care  was  topreferve  his  life.  Gama  'accordingly  took  this 
man  under  his  protection,  and   behaved  to  him  in  the 
moft  friendly  manner.     The  fame  day  feven  boats  came 
loaded  with  the  goods.     But  the  admiral  was  more  de- 
firous  of  carrying  the  prifbners  to   Portugal  than  re- 
ceiving the  goods  :  he  told   thofe  who  brought  them, 
that  he  had  hitherto  been  deluded  by  fo  many  tricks, 
that  he  now  looked  upon  the  whole  people  to  be  void 
pf  faith  and  honour  ;  that  all  the  goods  which  had 
been  carried  to  Calicut  were  not  returned,  but  he  had 
now  no  time  to  enquire  into  the  particulars  wanting  1 
nor  would  he  give  up  the  prifoners,  but  carry  them  in- 
to Portugal,  and  make  ufe  of  them  as  teftimonies  tq 
convince  Emmanuel'  what  infults  his  admiral  and  am- 
baffador  had  fuffered  from  the  zamorin  of  Calicut,  at 
the  inftigation  of  the  Arabian  merchants.     Then  he 
ordered  his  guns  to  be  fired,  that  he  might  itrike  a 
terror  into  thefe  people,  and  make  them  betake  triem- 
felves  to  flight.     The  king  boiled  with  indignation  at 
this  behaviour,  but  was  not  then  in  a  condition  to  fhew 
his  refentment,  all  his  mips  at  that  feafon  of  the  year 
being  laid  up  in  the  docks.     The  wind,  however,  not 
proving  fair,  Gama   was  obliged  to   iiay  upon  thefe 
coafts  longer  than  he  inrended.     In  the  mean  while, 
the  king  fitted  out  twenty  light  (hips-,  thefe  he  furnifhed 

with 
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•with  men  and  arms,  and  lent  them  againft  our  fhips ; 
but  a  fudden  ftorm  arifing,  fcattered  the  enemy's  vef- 
fels,  and  the  wind  proving  fair,  the  Portuguefe  foon 
got  out  of  fight  of  Calicut. 

Gama  wrote  a  letter  to  the  zamorin,  from  the  firft 
harbour  he  touched  at ;  wherein  he  f:t  forth  the  many 
plots  formed  again  ft  him  by  the  Mahometans,  and  the 
various  ftratagems  devifed  by  the  catual  for  his  de- 
ftruction.  Neverthelefs,  he  affured  his  majeftty  he 
would  be  attached  to  his  intereft,  and  do  his  endeavour 
to  promote  his  honour  and  dignity,  and  alfo  to  raife  in 
Emmanuel  the  fame  favourable  difpofition  towards 
him.  As  to  the  nobility  whom  he  had  in  hiscuftody, 
he  defired  him  not  to  be  uneafy  about  them,  promifing 
upon  his  honour,  they  fhould  be  treated  with  the  higheft 
refpecl,  and  fent  back  fafe  to  their  native  country. 
He  difpatched  this  letter  by  one  of  the  captives,  whom 
he  put  afhore  for  that  purpofe. 

The  admiral  being  now  on  his  voyage  homewards, 
{ailed  for  the  idands  of  Anchediva.  In  his  way  thi- 
ther, he  was  attacked  by  feven  fhips,  but  he  foon  made 
them  fheer  off,  and  took  one  of  them  loaded  with 
fruits  and  all  kind  cf  provifion.  Thefe  fhips  belonged 
to  a  pyrate  named  Timoia,  a  bold  intrepid  fellow, 
who  was  very  much  dreaded  in  thefe  feas.  The  iflands 
were  five  in  number,  about  four  miles  diftant  from  the 
fhore.  He  touched  atone  of  them,  to  refit  his  mips., 
which  had  been  fliattered  by  the  violence  of  the  wea- 
ther. Many  of  the  inhabitants  crouded  to  the  fhore 
to  fee  the  fhips  j  amongft  the  reft  came  a  perfon  who 
was  the  chief  minifter  and  confident  of  Zabaio,  king 
of  Goa,  a  neighbouring  ifland .  Zabaio  was  a  man  of 
an  afpiring  foul,  a  great  warrior,  and  an  able  prince. 
He  kept  great  numbers  of  troops  in  his  pay,  inviting 
into  his  fervice  men  of  courage,  and  ikill  in  arms,  and 
giving  them  all  manner  of  encouragement.  His  mi- 
nifter, whom  we  have  mentioned,  came  in  the  name 
of  his  mafter,  and  paid  his  compliments  to  Gama  in 
the  Italian  tongue.     He  faid5  Zabaio  had  heard  of  his 
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fame,  and  was  ready  to  do  him  all  the  fervice  in  his 
power.  If  he  flood  in  need  of  provifions,  arms,  or 
money,  he  might  demand  them  with  the  greateft  free- 
dom •,  for  Zabaio  was  refolved  to  act  towards  him  as 
a  kind  and  bountiful  prince.  Gama  was  ftruck  with 
the  graceful  appearance  of  this  perfon.  He  admired 
the  fluency  of  his  language,  and  his  quicknefs  of  ge- 
nius,which  he  difcovered  in  anfwering  all  qucftions  put 
to  him.  The  admiral  having  afked  him  where  he  was 
born,  received  for  anfwer,  That  be  was  by  birth  an 
Italian  ;  that  having  failed  for  Greece  with  his  parents, 
he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  py rates  5  and  having 
gone  through  various  fcenes  of  misfortunes,  and  being 
cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  ever  feeing  his  native  coun- 
try, had  been  obliged  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  a 
Mahometan  prince.  In  his  turn,  he  began  to  ask  our 
people  many  queftior.s  ;  in  which  he  appeared  to  fhew 
an  artful  and  uncommon  curiofity  :  this,  however,  he 
endeavoured  to  conceal  by  often  fufpending  his  curiofity, 
and  turning  the  converfation  to  other  matters;  then  in 
a  little  time  he  would  renew  his  former  enquiries.  Gama 
faw  through  this  artifice,  and  fufpected  him  to  be  fent 
as  a  fpy.  So  ftrongly  was  he  influenced  by  this  fuf- 
picion,  that  he  ordered  him  to  be  feized  and  put  to  the 
rack.  The  tortures  which  he  furTered,  extorted  from 
him  this  confeffion,  '  That  he  was  by  birth  a  Polo- 

*  nian,  by  religion  a  Jew,  in  the  fervice  of  Zabaio, 

*  who  having  a  defign  to  attack  our  fhips,  had  fent 

*  him  on  purpofe  to  examine  the  ftrength  of  our  people, 

*  and  to  fee  what  arms  they  ufed.'  Gama  having 
made  this  difcoveiy,  fet  fail  from  that  iiland  with  the 
ut mod  expedition  ;  but  he  thought  proper  to  detain 
the  Jew,  who  afterwards  became  a  Christian,  had  the 
name  of  Jafper  given  him,  and  was  of  extraordinary 
fervice  to  Emmanuel  in  many  affairs. 

Thence  he  proceeded  in  his  voyage ;  Hut  there  be- 
ing fo  great  a  calm,  it  was  a  confiderable  time  before 
he  reached  Africa.  The  firft  place  he  came  in  fight 
of  on  that  coaft  was  the  city  of  Magadoxa.     Having 
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been  informed,  that  it  was  inhabited  by  Arabians,  he 
played  his  cannon  thereupon,  and  demolifhed  the  walls 
of  the  city.  He  likewiie  attacked  the  fhips  in  the  har- 
bour, moll  of  which  he  either  funk  or  battered  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  ufe.  Having 
failed  from  this  place,  he  deicried  eight  Arabian  fhips : 
thefe  feemed  to  bear  down  upon  him  ;  however,  he 
foon  made  them  fheer  off,  but  tor  want  of  wind,  could 
not  come  up  with  them.  At  length,  he  reached  the 
amicable  port  of  Melinda,  where  he  again  met  with 
the  nioft  friendly  reception,  and  had  every  thing  pro- 
per for  the  refrefhment  of  his  mcnt  almoft  worn  out 
with  ficknefs  and  fatigue.  Having  flayed  there  only 
five  days,  he  ordered  the  fails  to  be  hoi  fled  -,  for  he 
was  afraid,  if  he  allowed  the  feafon  to  be  too  far  ad- 
vanced, he  might  find  great  difficulty  in  doubling  the 
Cape.  He  carried  along  with  him  an  ambaffador,  fent 
by  the  king  of  Melinda  to  Emmanuel  ;  and  becaufe 
his  brother's  fhip  was  very  crazy  and  leaky  in  feveral 
places,  and  at  the  lame  time,  there  was  not  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  to  man  three  fhips,  he,  therefore,  or- 
dered it  to  be  burnt,  and  took  his  brother  into  his 
own  fhip,  together  with  part  of  the  crew,  the  reft  he 
fent  aboard  Nicolas  Ccelo. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  Gama  reached  the  ifland 
of  Zanzibar,  about  eight  leagues  from  the  continent. 
The  foil  of  this  place  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  it  abounds 
with  (prings  of  the  molt  excellent  water.  There  is 
likewife  great  plenty  of  cattle,  and  the  whole  iflund  is 
covered  with  beautiful  woods,  which  are  extremely 
fragrant  from  the  many  wild  citrons  growing  there, 
which  diflufe  the  moll  grateful  fcent.  The  prince  of 
this  ifland,  though  a  Mahometan,  entertained  Gama 
with  great  kindnefs,  and  furnilhed  him  with  fruits  and 
provisions  of  all  forts.  Thence  he  coafted  along  by 
Mozambique,  and  came  to  the  watering  place  of  St. 
Bias,  where  he  wooded  and  watered  his  Ihips,  and  laid 
in  fome  provifions ;  but  the  wind  not  favouring,  he 
could  not  touch  at  the  places  where  he  had  left  the- 
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exiles.  On  the  26th  of  April  he  doubled  the  Cape, 
and  failed  from  thence  with  a  fair  wind  to  the  ifland 
of  St.  Jago  •,  but  here  a  ftorm  arifing,  feparated  the 
two  (hips  and  Nicolas  Ccelo  (leered  directly  to  Lif- 
bon,  but  Gama  was  obliged  to  put  in  at  the  iiland  of 
Tercera  on  account  of  his  brother,  who  for  fome  time 
had  been  in  a  lingering  fickly  condition,  and  now  fo 
extremely  bad,  that  he  was  unable  to  endure  ihe  mo- 
tion of  the  fhip.  He  ended  his  days  in  this  place,  and 
Gama,  after  having  performed  the  funeral  rites  with  all 
poffible  decency,  proceeded  on  his  voyage  for  Lifbon, 
which  he  reached  in  the  year  1499.  But  before  his 
arrival,  the  king  had  been  informed,  by  Ccelo,  of  all 
the  particulars  relating  to  the  voyage,  together  with 
the  tranfactions  in  India,  and  other  parts.  Thefe  ad- 
venturers were  beheld  with  univtrfal  amazement  and 
admiration,  every  one  looking  upon  them  as  if  they 
had  been  raifed  from  the  dead.  Of  148  who  fet  out 
with  Gama,  55  only  returned,  and  thefe  too  almoft 
worn  out  by  ficknefs  and  fatigue.  The  king  expreffed 
the  utmoft  gratitude  for  the  fervices  of  Gama,  and  di- 
ftingui  fried  him  by  the  higheft  honours  and  titles.  Ccelo 
was  likewife  raifed  to  dignity,  and,  in  fhort,  all  con- 
cerned in  the  expedition  were  rewarded  in  proportion 
to  their  rank  and  fervices. 

About  this  time  Emmanuel  gave  orders  to  remove 
the  body  of  king  John  from  Sylves  in  Algarve  to 
Batagha,  a  town  fo  named  from  a  remarkable  battle 
fought  near  that  place,  wherein  John  the  nrft  king  of 
Portugal  gained  a  confiderable  victory  over  John  king 
of  Caftile,  prince  Henry's  fon.  On  account  of  this 
fuccefs,  John  the  firft  had  built  a  moil  magnificent 
church  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  where  he 
likewife  founded  a  monaftery  of  the  dominican  order, 
and  fixed  upon  this  church  for  his  burial  place.  And 
not  only  he  himfelf,  but  his  fon  alio,  king  Alphonfo, 
Alphonfo  John  the  fecond's  fon,  and  many  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  nobility  had  been  buried  here.  Emmanuel 
was  therefore  willing  that  the  remains  of  his  prede- 
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cefibr  mould  be  depofited  in  the  fame  place  ;  he  ac- 
cordingly fet  out  for  Algarve,  accompanied  with  George 
the  fon  of  John,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion.  The  ceremony  was  conducted  with  the  great^ft 
pomp  and  folemnity  ;  the  corpfe  being  attended  by  a 
numerous  train  of  the  nobility,  and  the  whole  perform- 
ed amidil  vaft  crowds  of  fpectators.  In  fhorr,  Em- 
manuel omitted  nothing  whereby  he  might  fhew  his 
veneration  and  efteem  for  the  memory  of  John. 

In  the  mean  while,  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  (till  in- 
tent on  making  further  progrefs  in  India,  fitted  out  a 
large  fleet  for  that  purpofe  :  but  as  he  was  a  prince  of 
great  piety,  he  thought  nothing  could  be  fuccefsful  with- 
out (hewing  a  particular  regard  to  religion  ;  he  therefore 
fet  about  building  a  mod  magnificent  church,  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  in  that  fame  place  where 
Henry  had  formerly  built  one.  He  called  the  place 
Bethlehem,  from  the  name  of  the  city  where  our  Sa- 
viour was  born.  Here  he  founded  likewife  a  con- 
vent for  thofe  of  the  order  of  St.  Jerome,  who  were 
to  perform  divine  fervice  in  this  church,  and  particular- 
ly to  inftrucl:  all  fea- faring  people  who  reforted  there 
in  the  principles  of  the  chriftian  religion.  He  built 
likewife  a  ftrong  fort  on  a  rock  furrounded  by  the  fea, 
lying  to  the  weft,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  church, 
as  a  fecurity  to  the  harbour  of  Lifbon  againft  the  mips 
of  his  enemies.  The  fleet  for  India  confifted  of  13 
Ihips,  with  1500  men  aboard,  and  furnifhed  with  all 
manner  of  warlike  flores.  The  command  was  given 
to  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral,  in  whom  the  king  had 
the  higheft  confidence.  Emmanuel  ordered  the  admi- 
ral, by  all  poffible  methods,  to  endeavour  to  make  a 
treaty  of  friendfhip  with  the  zamorin  of  Calicut,  and 
to  petition  him  for  liberty  to  build  a  fort  near  the  city, 
by  which  the  Portuguefe  might  be  enabled  to  live  fe- 
cure  from  the  violence  of  their  enemies,  and  carry  on 
their  traffic  with  fafety.  But  if  he  found  him  aver fe 
to  peace,  and  obliinately  bent  againft  our  people,  that 
he  ibould  then,  without  any  farther  delay,  declare  him 
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an  enemy,  and  treat  him  in  a  hoftile  manner.  At  the 
fame  time  he  charged  Cabral,  if  he  could  pofiibly 
make  Melinda,  in  his  name,  to  wait  on  the  king,  and 
tell  him,  that  his  embaffy  was  extremely  accceptable, 
and  that  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  wor- 
thy of  the  efteem  and  friend  fhip  of  fo  good  a  prince. 
His  majefty  fent  likewife  in  the  fleet,  five  Francif- 
can  friars,  men  of  known  piety  and  zeal  for  religion. 
Thefe  men  were  to  remain  at  Calicut,  if  amicable 
terms  could  be  agreed  upon  with  the  zamorin,  to 
perform  divine  fervice  to  the  Portuguefe  who  mould 
lettle  there  on  the  account  of  trade,  and  to  inftrucl:  in 
the  myfteries  of  our  holy  religion,  any  people  of  the 
country  who  might  be  willing  to  embrace  the  truth  of 
Chriftianity.  The  chief  of  thefe  religious  perfons  was 
Henry,  afterwards  bifliop  of  Ceuta,  a  man  of  the  molt 
exemplary  piety  and  fanctity  of  manners.  Cabral  fet 
fail  on  the  8  th  of  March  1500. 

After  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  Emmanuel  turned 
his  thoughts  to  other  affairs.  He  conferred  new  titles 
of  honour  on  George  the  fon  of  king  John,  and  gave 
him  in  marriage  Beatrix,  a  lady  of  the  mod  virtuous 
and  amiable  difpofition,  the  daughter  of  Alvarez,  bro- 
ther to  the  duke  of  Braganza.  He  made  Alphonfo 
mafter  of  the  horfe.  This  gentleman  was  the  fon  of 
Diego  Alphonfo,  Emmanuel's  brother,  whom  John 
had  killed  with  his  own  hand.  Alphonfo  was,  indeed, 
an  illegitimate  fon,  but  his  mother  was,  however,  3 
woman  of  the  higheft  rank.  Diego,  when  in  Caftilef 
had  conceived  a  criminal  pafllon  for  this  lady,  and  was 
fo  inflamed  with  her  beauty,  that  he  fpared  no  pains  to 
gain  her  affections  ^  and,  at  laft,  he  enjoyed  her  per* 
fon. 

This  fame  year,  the  young  prince  Michael,  Em- 
manuel's fon,  was  carried  off  by  a  iudden  fit  of  fick- 
nefs,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  age.  Ferdinand  and 
Ifabel  were  very  defirous  of  making  another  alliance 
with  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  by  joining  him  in  mar- 
riage to  their  daughter  Mary.     Emmanuel  on  his  part 
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was  equally  fond  of  this  match,  for  no  other  could  be 
more  honourable  or  advantageous  for  both  parties ;  nor 
could  he  have  a  quren  of  more  valuable  accomplifh- 
ments,  for  Mary  was  a  lady  of  the  greatefl  modefty, 
fweetnefs  of  temper,  and  the  mod  extenfive  benevolence. 
But  as  he  was  not  allowed  by  the  ecclefiaftial  law  to 
wed  a  lady  to  whom  he  had  contracted  fo  near  a  rela- 
tion by  his  former  marriage,  he  therefore  foliated 
the  pope  for  a  difpenfation,  by  which  he  might  be 
enabled  to  embrace  a  match  fo  evidently  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  both  kingdoms.  This  was  accordingly  ob- 
tained, and  the  nuptials  were  foon  after  celebrated  with 
all  dcmonfl'  aions  of  joy. 

Bur  although  the  agreeable  behaviour  of  Emmanuel's 
bride  inf,Mred    him  with  (he  utmoft  tendernefs  for  her, 
yet  this  was  not  fufficient  to  divert  him  from  the  pur- 
suit of  glory.     Being  defirous  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of 
his  anceitors,  he  refolved  to  pafs  over  into  Africa,  and 
to  head  his  army   againft  the  Moors.     Many  in  his 
council  endeavoured  to  difluade  him  from  this  rtfolu- 
tion,  telling  him,  it  was  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  prince 
to  expofe  his  perfon  to  the  fate  of  war,  but  that  he 
ought  to  fend  forth  other  perfons  to  act  according  to 
his  inftructions.     If  it  was  his   intention,  they  faid,  to 
conquer  all  Mauritania,  he  had  not  a  fufficient  ftrength 
to  accompli  Hi  fuch  a  defign  •,  and  if  he  aimed  only  at 
continuing  the   war  with  fpiiit,  that  the  forces  already 
levied,  and  commanded  by  his  generals,  were  fufficient 
for  this   purpofe  ;    that  it  would  therefore  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  his  dignity  to  pafs  over  into  Africa,  unlefs 
he  had  an  army  which  might  enable  him  to  bring  the 
whole  country  under  his  fubjecYion.     Moreover,  as  he 
had  no  fon,  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  endanger 
his   perfon.     They  entreated  him  therefore,  that  he 
would  not,  through. a  falfe  ambition,  expofe  his  king- 
dom to  fo  great  a  calamity,    fince  the  true  glory  of  a 
prince  did  not  confift  in  running  head-long  into  un- 
necessary danger,  but  in  fhewing  a  love  and  regard  for 
his  country.     Befides,  his  queen  with  tears  befeeched 
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him,  that  he  would  nor,  by  fo  fudden  a  departure,  give 
people  occafion  to  fay  he  hurried  away  more  ro  get  rid 
of  her  than  to  carry  on  the  war.  She  laid,  that  af- 
ter he  had  brought  her  from  her  friends  and  relations, 
thus  to  abandon  her  fo  foon,  had  an  appearance  of 
great  inhumanity.  At  the  fame  lime,  Mary  wrote  to 
their  Spanifh  majefties,  defiring  they  would  ufe  their 
intered  with  Emmanuel,  to  diffuade  him  from  his  in- 
tention. But,  however,  neither  the  in  treaties  of  the 
queen,  nor  the  arguments  of  his  council,  had  any  ef- 
fect on  Emmanuel.  He  (till  perfifted  in  his  refolution, 
and  made  all  preparations  for  the  war  with  the  utmod 
expedition.  He  Grdered  an  army  to  be  levied,  and  a 
fleet  of  fhips  to  be  equipped.  The  army  confided  of 
26000  foot,  6©oo  horfe,  and  800  curaffiers :  with  this 
ftrength  he  thought  he  mould  be  able  to  carry  his  de- 
fign  into  execution. 

But  whilft  he  was  thus  bufied  in  thefe  warlike  pre- 
parations, a  report  prevailed,  that  Bajazet  emperor 
of  the  Turks  had  fitted  out  a  drong  fleet  to  reduce 
all  the  iflands  and  cities  of  Greece  belonging  to  the  Ve- 
netians. The  dates  of  Venice  being  apprized  of  his 
defign,  and  informed  of  his  numerous  army,  faw  plain- 
ly they  were  unable  to  make  head  againft  fo  great  a 
force.  For  this  reafon,  they  fent  embaffadors  to  pe- 
tition fuccour  from  Emmanuel,  as  well  as  feveral  other 
Chridian  princes.  They  likewife  foliated  the  pope 
to  ufe  his  intered  with  his  Pormguefe  majedy,  to  affift 
their  republic  with  the  fleet  he  had  aiready  equipt.  H;s 
holinefs  accordingly  fent  a  letter  to  Emmanuel  by  the 
Venetian  embafTador,  earneflly  befeeching  him  to  com- 
ply with  ihe-ir  requefl,  telling  him,  that  all  Chridian 
princes  ought  to  exert  their  united  drength  to  ward  off 
fo  great  a  danger  which  threatened  a  Chridian  republic. 
Moreover,  if  the  Grand  Turk,  who  had  always  been 
an  enemy  to  the  Chridian  name,  mould  fucceed  in  his 
defign  againd  the  Venetians,  elate  with  fuccefs,  he 
would  carry  his  arms  into  Italy,  Germany,  and  Spain, 
The  African  war,  he  added,  could  be  delayed  j  but  if 
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the  prefen  t  opportunity  of  refcuing  from  deft  ruction  a 
chriftian  flate  was  flipped,  it  could  not  be  recalled. 
Befides,  that  it  was  more  glorious  to  a  (Tift  our  friends, 
than  deflroy  our  enemies.  Nor  were  the  Venetians 
deftitute  of  friends  •,  for  there  were  many  princes  will- 
ing to  alTift  them,  but  thefe  had  it  not  in  their  power 
to  bring  fuch  fpeedy  aid  as  the  prefent  emergency  re- 
quired \  whereas,  Emmanuel  having  a  fleet  ready 
equipt,  was  in  a  capacity  to  give  them  immediate  fuc- 
cour,  and  might  acquire  to  himfelf  the  fole  glory  of 
faving  that  republic.  Thus  he  would  give  an  ample 
proof  of  his  virtue,  humanity,  and  zeal  for  religion, 
which  would  render  his  name  for  ever  illuftrious.  Em- 
manuel was  greatly  influenced  by  this  letter  of  the 
pope.  He  gave  the  embalTador  a  mod  gracious  an- 
swer, and  promifed  he  would  be  wanting  in  nothing 
to  ferve  the  Venetian  (late.  He  accordingly  ordered 
30  of  the  fwifteft  fhips  of  the  fleet  to  be  furnifhed 
with  all  manner  of  provifions  and  warlike  (lores  *,  and 
as  his  fleet  was  thereby  greatly  diminished,  he  deferred 
his  African  expedition  till  another  occafion,  being  now 
refolved  to  acl:  with  the  utmofl:  vigour  in  defence  of 
the  Venetians. 

Whilft  Emmanuel  was  thus  employed,  the  follow- 
ing exploits  were  performed  in  Africa  :  John  Menez, 
by  the  king's  order,  had  been  recalled  into  Portugal 
immediately  after  the  victory  gained  over  Barraxa  and 
Almandar.  In  the  year  1501  he  was  fent  back  to 
Arzila  with  a  reinforcement  of  150  horfe,  for  oiif 
people  made  little  ufe  of  foot  in  that  country.  As 
foon  as  Menez  reached  Arzila,  he  was  defirous  to 
fbike  fome  important  blow  againfl  the  Moors ;  but  as 
he  had  not  a  force  to  execute  his  defign,  he  therefore 
fent  to  Roderigo  de  Caliro,  fat  that  time  governor  of 
Tangier)  inviting  him  to  a  fhare  in  the  expedition. 
Thefe  two  commanders  having  joined  their  forces, 
marched  againfl:  feveral  large  villages ;  the  inhabitants 
of  which  they  fell  upon  unawares.  Great  numbers  of 
the  Moors,  ftruck  with  this  fudden  alarm, ^betook  them- 
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felves  to  flight  •,  though  at  the  fame  time,  feveral  of 
them  fought  bravely,  and  died  with  honour.  Many 
were  killed,  and  about  130  taken  prifoners  :  five  of 
our  cavalry  having  obferved  feven  of  the  Muors  skulk- 
ing with  fome  women,  went  in  purfuit  of  them  ; 
thefe  men  having  loft  their  horfes,  were  a-foot,  yet 
they  prepared  to  make  an  obftinate  refiftance.  The 
contention  was  keen  on  both  fides,  and  lafted  much 
longer  than  could  be  expected  from  fo  fmall  a  number. 
They  wounded  ail  the  five  Portuguefe,  and  killed  three 
of  their  horfes  :  however,  our  men  at  laft  flew  thefe 
feven  brave  Moors.  The  miftrefs  of  one  of  thefe 
Moors,  who  had  fought  with  the  mod  diftinguifhed 
courage,  when  llie  beheld  her  lover  in  fuch  extreme 
danger,  was  inexpreffibly  affected  with  the  fpectacle, 
and  worked  up  to  a  degree  of  frenzy.     c  Shall  I  thus, 

*  my  deareft  foul  (Hie  cried  aloud)  tamely  behold  you 

*  mod  inhumanly  murdered  ?  mail  I  only  bewail  your 
f  death  with  womanifh  tears?  No.     I  will  accompany 

*  you  to  the  grave  ;  for  was  I  to  furvive  you,  life  to 
f  me  would  be  intolerable."  Having  fpoke  thefe  words, 
fhe  rufhed  upon  the  five  Portuguefe,  and  feized  the 
man  who  had  engaged  her  lover,  who  was  a-foot,  (for 
he  had  loft  his  horfe)  whom  fhe  grappled  with  fuch 
violence,  that  he  could  not  difengage  himfelf  without 
the  afti fiance  of  another  Portuguefe. 

Our  people  got  confiderable  booty,  and  carried  ofl^ 
a  great  number  of  cattle  and  horfes.  The  army  now 
inarched  back  towards  Arzila,  but  they  had  not  got 
above  four  miles  from  the  Moorifh  village,  when  the 
governor  of  a  ftrong  town  called  Alcazaffarelquibir, 
Came  againft  them  with  1200  horfe,  and  attacked  the 
rear,  commanded  by  Menez.  The  Portuguefe  foldiers 
being  drawn  up  in  order,  marched  on  gradually  with 
their  plunder,  endeavouring  only  to  act  on  the  defen- 
five  with  the  Moors,  who  often  attacked  them  in  light 
skirmifhes.  Their  way  of  fighting  was  in  this  man- 
ner :  A  party  of  the  Moors  would  come  rufhing  upon 
pur  people  with  their  fpears,  then  immediately  betake 
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themfelves  to  flight,  and  foon  after  the  attack  was  re- 
newed from  another  quarter.  The  Portuguefe  kept 
off  the  weapons  with  their  mields,  which  being  put 
behind  them,  covered  their  hoiTes  as  well  as  themfelves; 
and  fometimes  when  too  clofely  preffed,  they  would 
wheel  about  and  fpur  on  their  horfes  againft  the  enemy. 
At  one  time  when  the  Moors  rufhed  on  with  great  fu- 
ry, Menez  fet  upon  them  with  a  party  of  his  forces, 
and  killed  50  on  the  fpot.  The  enemy  now  feeing  our 
people  were  like  to  get  off  with  their  booty,  formed 
a  defign  of  engaging  them  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  ac- 
cordingly were  drawn  up  by  their  generals  for  that  pur- 
pofe  :  Menez  was  not  averfe  to  an  engagement  ;  he 
therefore,  halted  with  his  men,  and  fent  a  meffenger 
to  Roderigo  de  Caftro,  to  let  him  know  he  defigned 
to  venture  a  battle  •,  and  if  he  approved  of  ir,  to  bring 
up  his  men,  that  they  might  attack  the  enemy  in  one 
body.  Caftro  made  anfwer,  That  was  not  the  part  of 
a  wife  general,  after  having  been  fuccefsful,  without 
any  neceffity,  to  run  fo  great  a  hazard,  efpecially  fince 
the  enemy  were  fo  numerous,  and  our  people  could  fe 
cafily  retreat ;  for  it  was  very  poiTible,  that  by  fome 
nvifconducl:  or  unlucky  accident,  they  might  lofe  the 
fruits  of  their  late  victory.  Befides,  that  a  prudent  com- 
mander ought  not  to  give  battle  when  agreeable  to  the 
enemy,  but  when  it  fuited  his  own  conveniency.  The 
booty  was  confiderable,  none  of  our  people  miffing; 
it  was  therefore  his  opinion,  that  they  fhouid  acl:  with 
cair  ion,  left  by  one  rafh  ftep  thev  might  fully  the  glory 
already  acquired.  Menez  hearkened  to  this  advice. 
Whilft  our  people  were  thus  confuting  what  mealures 
to  follow,  the  Moors  feeing  them  halt,  imagined  ts.ey 
were  preparing  for  the  engagement.  They  advanced 
againft  Menez,  and  made  feveral  attacks ;  but  meet- 
ing with  a  warm  reception,  they  foon  defifted  from 
their  attempt,  and  fuffered  the  Portuguefe  to  carry  off 
the  plunder,  without  any  further  moleftation. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Menez  received  intelligence 
by  a  Moorifh  fpy,  that  the  king  of  Fez,  at  the  head 
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of  12000  men,  was  on  the  march  for  Tangier,  which 
he  intended  to  ftorm,  or  at  leaft  to  ravage  the  neigh- 
bouring lands,  and  do  our  people  all  poffible  damage 
in   theTe   parts.     Befides,    that   he  advanced    with  lb 
much  expedition,  that  a  meilenger  could  not  be  dif- 
patched  to  Caftro,  efpecially  fmce  at  the  lame  time  all 
the  roads  leading  to  that  place  weie  blocked  up  with 
the  enemy's  troops.     Menez  was  terribly  alarmed  with 
this  news ;  he  ordered  his  brafs  cannon  to  be  fired,  to 
alarm  Caftro  of  the  approaching  danger.     He  had  re- 
courfe  to  another  expedient,  which  proved  effectual. 
A  few  days  before  the  news  came,  there  had  been  a 
citizen  of  Tangier  at  Arzila.     This  man,  at  his  de- 
pal  ture,  had  luckily  left  behind  him  a  little  dog,  about 
the  neck  of   which  Menez  tied  a  letter  for  Caftro. 
Then  he  ordered  the  animal,  after  being  feverely  lamed, 
to  be  turned  loofe  in  the  night.     The  dog  being  fti- 
mulared  by  the  fmarting  pain,  run  homewards  with  fb 
much  expedition,  that  he  reached  the  gates  of  Tan- 
gier before  day-break.     Caftro  having  read  the  letter, 
immediately  commanded  all  his  men  to  arm,  and  be  in 
readinefs.     Scarce  had  he  made  the  neceiTary  prepara- 
tions when  the  enemy  appeared  in  fight.     The  king 
had  lent  before  him  a  detachment  of  his  army,    with 
orders  to  ravage  the  lands,  drive  off  tht  cattle,  and  to 
lpll  all  the  inhabitants  they  fhould   find  in  the  fields. 
Caftro  being  refolded,  if  pofiible,  to   flop  their  pro- 
grefs,  marched  out  of  the  city   and  attacked   them  ; 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  was  obliged  to 
retreat  with  his  men  within  the  trench  which  had  been 
thrown  up  as  a  fortification  round  the  city  :  nor  could 
he  effect  this  without  the  utmoft  difficulty  -,  for  before 
he  could  accomplifh  it,  he  had  a  conflict  with  the  ene- 
my, which  lafted  above  two  hours.   In  this  rencounter, 
a  Ion  of  Caftro  was  killed,  together  with  three  more 
of  the  cavalry,  all  men  of  great  bravery,  and  the  go- 
vernor himfelf  received  a  terrible  wound  in  the  tace 
with  a  javelin  :  many  of  the  Moors  even  forced  with- 
in the  trench  j  and  when  our  men  attempted  to  retire 
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into  the  city,  the  enemy  followed  them  clofely,  in  or- 
der to  enter  at  the  fame  time.  Caftro  perceiving  the 
Portuguefe  thus  clofely  preffed,  fet  upon  the  Moors 
with  a  troop  of  horfe,  and  charged  them  fo  furiouQy, 
that  he  thereby  feeured  a  retreat  for  all  his  foldiers. 
Lopez  Manin,  a  fellow  of  undaunted  courage,  was 
the  lad  who  entered.  This  man  only  (hut  one  half  of 
the  gate,  upon  which  the  reft  of  his  countrymen  called 
aloud  to  him  to  fliut  it  altogether.  He  anfwered,  That 
he  would  by  no  means  fufYer  fuch  an  infamous  mark 
of  cowardice  to  be  fixed  on  the  Portuguefe  ;  and  that 
he  was  determined  to  defend  the  gate  as  long  as  he  had 
breath  in  his  body  :  nor  were  thefe  empty  words,  fince 
he  confirmed  what  he  faid  by  his  gallant  behaviour ; 
for  when  the  Moors  rufhed  on  him  in  the  mod  furious 
manner,  he  withftood  their  fhock  with  amazing  intre- 
pidity till  his  fellow-fold iers  came  up  to  his  affiftance, 
by  whofe  bravery  the  Moors  being  repulfed,  retired  to 
their  camp. 

The  king  of  Fez,  about  four  days  afterwards,  fet 
out  with  all  expedition  towards  Arzila.  Menez  being 
informed  of  this,  left  a  flrong  guard  in  the  city,  and 
led  forth  the  reft  of  his  men  to  a  place  called  the  Old 
Town,  where  he  drew  them  up  in  battle-array.  In 
this  pofture  he  ordered  them  to  remain  till  he  fhould 
give  them  the  fignal  to  fally  forth.  In  the  mean  while 
he  himfelf  advanced  with  20  horfe  to  the  river  called 
Dulcis,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  Having  obferved 
their  numbers  and  difpofition,  he  refolved  to  retire  in- 
to the  town  by  degrees  •,  but  before  he  could  effect 
this,  an  advanced  party  of  the  Moors  of  a  fudden  at- 
tacked him  fo  furioufly,  that  he  was  obliged  (though 
almoft  at  the  place  where  he  had  left  the  main  body 
of  the  army)  to  wheel  about  and  pufh  on  his  horfe 
againft  them.  At  this  juncture  he  had  only  four  of 
his  men,  for  the  reft  had  marched  into  the  town  with 
more  fpeed  than  was  confident  with  their  honour. 
However,  50  of  the  Portuguefe  cavalry  feeing  him 
thus  embarrafTed,  came  up  to  his  afiiftance  with  the 
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utmoft  expedition.  Thefe  fetting  upon  the  Moora 
with  great  fury,  routed  them,  and  made  confiderable 
flalighter :  thofe  who  remained  in  the  old  town,  when 
they  faw  Menez  purfuing  the  enemy,  thought  they 
ought  not  to  wait  for  a  fignal,  and  made  all  polTible 
hade  to  join  him.  This,  however,  they  were  not  able 
to  effect ;  for  the  Moors,  when  they  faw  their  country- 
men giving  way,  had  rufhed  out  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  blocked  up  the  ways.  When  Menez 
perceived  that  there  were  frefh  numbers  pouring  in 
continually  upon  him,  he  faw  that  with  fuch  a  handful 
of  men  he  could  no  longer  withdand  the  fhock  of  the 
enemy,  and  therefore  thought  it  moll  expedient  toendea- 
vour  to  make  a  retreat.  This  hecould  not  effect  without  the 
m<  ft  extreme  danger.  In  the  conflict  feveral  of  his  men 
were  killed,  and  many  wounded,  amongft  whom  was 
Menez,  who  received  a  wound  in  his  thigh  :  however, 
he  charged  thofe  who  blocked  up  the  ways  with  fo 
much  fury,  that  he  at  lad  forced  a  paffage  to  the  reft 
of  his  men.  He  then  with  all  his  forces  again  attack- 
ed the  Moors ;  many  of  whom  were  killed,  and  many 
wounded,  and  all  of  them  driven  out  of  the  trenches. 
The  battle  being  thus  ended,  Menez  re-entered  Arzila. 
At  this  juncture,  one  of  the  Moors,  who  imagined  the 
town  had  been  taken  by  his  countrymen,  rode  up  to 
the  gates,  and  entered  them  with  an  air  of  triumph. 
This  afforded  matter  of  laughter  to  our  people,  but 
it  proved  a  very  ferious  matter  to  the  imaginary  victor, 
whom  the  Portuguefe  put  in  fetters.  Whilft  thefe 
things  happened  in  Africa,  Emmanuel  was  intent  on 
fitting  out  the  fleet  dedined  for  the  affiltance  of  the 
Venetians :  having  fu  mimed  it  with  every  thing  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  expedition,  he  gave  the  command  to 
John  Menez,  fon  of  Darte  Menez  Conde  di  Vienna, 
a  man  of  known  courage  and  abili-y.  At  the  fame 
time  he  entrufted  him  with  another  fleet,  with  which 
he  was  to  endeavour  to  take  by  dorm  Mazalquivir,  a 
ftrong  hold  on  the  fea-coad  of  Barbary,  near  the  city 
of  Oran.  His  orders  were,  if  pofliblc,  to  furprife 
this  fart  j  but  if  he  found  it  ifnpracticabfe  in  a  fliorc 
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time,  he  was  then  to  defift  from  the  attempt.  Menez 
fet  fail  from  Lifbon  on  the  1 6th  of  June  1501,  and 
the  wind  proving  favourable,  he  foon  reached  the 
Streights ;  thence  he  (leered  for  Mazalquivir,  but  the 
wind  being  now  againft  him,  it  was  three  days  before 
he  got  into  the  harbour.  Mean  while,  the  Moors  be- 
ing apprized  of  our  people's  defign,  refolved  to  op- 
pofe  them  with  great  obftinacy.  They  hrengthened 
the  garifon  with  additional  forces,  and  made  all  other 
neceffary  preparations.  Menez  and  his  men  having 
at  length  got  afhore,  directly  fet  about  (terming  the 
fort:  accordingly  they  applied  their  fcaling  ladders, 
and  mounted  the  walls  with  intrepidity  :  but  to  their 
utter  aitonifhment,  not  one  foul  appeared  to  obftrucT: 
them  ;  thence  they  concluded  that  the  enemy,  being 
ftruck  with  a  panic,  had  betook  themfelves  to  flight. 
Deceived  by  this  opinion,  they  looked  upon  themfelves 
as  victorious,  and  walked  about  every  where  without 
the  lead  apprehenfion.  But  the  Moors,  who  lay  in 
ambufh,  feizing  the  opportunity  when  our  people  were 
thus  unguarded,  rufhed  upon  them  with  great  fury, 
and  drove  them  to  a  precipitate  flighr.  Twenty  of 
the  Portuguefe  were  killed  in  this  action. 

Mentz  being  fruftrated  in  his  attempt  on  Mazalqui- 
vir, was  refolved  to  fpend  no  more  time  upon  that  en- 
terprize  •,  having  therefore  fent  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
home,  he  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  with  30  fhips,  to 
aflift  the  Venetians. 

He  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Sardinia,  the  governor  of 
which  received  him  in  the  mod  honourable  manner  •,  and 
having  got  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  frefh  water,  he 
failed  from  thence.  When  he  was  almoft:  oppofne  to 
the  city  of  Tunis,  he  fpicd  three  fail  of  fhips,  a  very 
large  merchant- man,  and  two  fhips  of  war  ;  thefe  he 
eafily  took  and  carried  into  Sardinia,  where  he  ordered 
their  goods  to  be  landed.  Thefe  fhips  belonged  to  Ge- 
noa*, they  had  aboard  feveral  Turks,  Moors,  Jews, 
and  Chriftians,  and  were  loaded  with  abundance  of 
merchandize,  with  which  they  were  bound  for  Tunis. 
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He  reftored  the  merchant  fhip  to  the  Genoefe,  toge- 
ther with  all  the  cargo  that  belonged  to  them.  He 
gave  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  their  liberty,  but  confined 
the  Turks  as  well  as  Moors,  and  diftributed  their  ef- 
fects amonglt  his  men.  Then  he  continued  his  courfe 
till  he  made  the  ifland  of  Corfu.  Here  he  was  met  by 
the  Venetian  fleer,  which  faluted  him  with  their  can- 
non, and  {hewed  the  greateft  demonttrations  of  joy  at 
his  arrival.  The  Portuguefe  returned  thefe  compli- 
ments with  the  utmoft  reipect.  Our  (hips  not  making 
life  of  oars,  and  it  being  a  profound  calm,  they  could 
not  get  into  the  harbour,  therefore  they  were  obliged 
to  be  towed  along  by  the  Venetian  gaileys.  The  ad- 
miral could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  leave  the  fleet,  by 
the  utmoft  intreaties  of  the  Venetians ;  but  he  per- 
mitted his  officers  to  go  afnore,  who  were  all  enter- 
tained in  the  mod  kind  and  friendly  manner.  But,  in 
order  to  (hew  what  mad  extravagancies  a  foldiery  will 
be  apt  to  run  into,  if  not  checked  by  difcipline,  ie 
may  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  of  what  happened 
at  this  juncture  :  the  Portuguefe  foldiers  and  failors, 
fancy  and  infolent  by  nature,  when  they  came  aihore 
into  this  ifland,  were  fomewhat  riotous  and  diforderly 
in  their  behaviour.  This  gave  great  offence  to  the 
inhabitants,  who  in  their  turn  abuied  the  Portuguefe 
with  fcurrilous  language,  and  affronted  them  in  va- 
rious fhapes :  from  words  they  came  to  blows,  and 
fought  with  fuch  arms  as  chance  directed  them  to. 
The  Venetian  commanders  came  with  the  utmoft  dif- 
patch  to  allay  this  tumult  \  Menezcame  likewife  afhore, 
to  reftrain  the  fury  of  his  men.  The  authority  and 
menaces  of  the  leaders,  at  laft,  though  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, put  an  end  to  thefe  difturbances.  Seventy  of 
the  Portuguefe  loft  their  lives  in  this  fcuffle ;  but  a 
much  greater  number  of  the  Venetian  foldiers,  and 
the  iflanders  were  (lain.  Thus  it  happened,  by  the  fury 
of  a  giddy- headed  rabble,  that  the  Venetian  date  fuf- 
fered  a  confiderable  damage  from  thofe  very  perfons 
who  had  come  to  their  aftiftance. 

There 
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There  was  ho  engagement  with  the  Turks  •,  for  Ba- 
jazct  having  heard,  that  the  Venetian  towns  were  all 
ftrongly  fortified,  and  that  the  king  of  Portugal,  as 
well  as  fcveral  otner  chriftian  princes,  had  fent  power- 
ful fleets  to  their  afliftance,  he  thought  proper  to  drop 
his  defigns  againft  that  ftate,  and  was  obliged  to  with* 
draw  this  formidable  fleet  which  he  had  fitted  out  at 
an  immenfe,  though  fruitlefs  expence.  The  Venetian 
admiral  told  Menez,  That  the  fenate  and  people  of 
Venice  returned  his  mafter  moft  hearty  thanks  for  the 
zeal  he  had  (hewn  for  their  fafety  and  welfare  ;  that 
the  republic  would  always  retain  a  grateful  remem* 
brance  of  fuch  kindnefs ;  and  that  they  would,  in  a 
fhorttime,  fend  deputies  to  Emmanuel,  to  teftify  their 
gratitude  for  his  generofity  and  friend  (hip.  Menez 
having  repaired  and  victualled  his  fleer,  departed  for 
Portugal  •,  and,  notwithstanding  he  met  with  the  mod 
boifterous  weather,  he  arrived  in  the  harbour  ofLifbon, 
with  all  his  fhips  fafe. 

In  the  mean  while,  Cabral,  who  was  in  his  way  to 
India,  fleered  the  fame  courfe  as  Gama  did,  till  he 
reached  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago.  After  he  had  pafled 
this  place,  he  met  with  a  mod  furious  temped,  which 
fcattered  the  whole  fleet ;  one  of  the  fhips  having  loft 
almoft  all  her  rigging,  was  driven  back  to  Lifbon. 
After  the  ftorm  abated,  Cabral  got  together  again  all 
the  fhips,  except  that  above-mentioned  ;  he  waited  for 
her  two  days,  but  as  fhe  did  not  appear  in  that  time,  he 
proceeded  on  his  voyage  fleering  away  to  the  weftwaid. 
On  the  24th  of  April  the  feamen  fpied  land  •,  this 
gave  inexpreflible  pleafure  to  the  Portuguefe,  who  ne- 
ver dreamt  of  making  fuch  a  difcovcry  in  thefe  parts. 
Cabral,  accordingly,  ordered  the  fleet  to  fleer  towards 
this  new  difcovered  eoaft ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
commanded  the  mafter  of  his  own  (hip  to  put  off  in 
a  boat,  to  examine  its  nature  and  fituation.  This  man 
brought  word,  that  the  country  appeared  to  be  ex- 
tremely pleafant,  and  the  foil  fruitful  •,  being  cloathed 
with  a  beautiful  verdure,  covered  with  tall  trees,  and 
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abounding  with  plenty  of  excellent  warer  :  That  he 
had  likewife  feen  feveral  of  the  natives  walking  near 
the  fhore  -,  they  were  of  an  olive  black  ;  thur  hair 
long  and  lank,  and  had  no  covering  on  their  bodies. 
The  admiral,  not  fitisfled  with  the  teflimony  of  one 
perfon  alone,  difpatched  feveral  of  his  officers  on  the 
lame  account ;  who,  on  their  return,  confirmed  the 
turth  of  the  account  he  had  already  received. 

Whilft  our  people  were  thus  taken  up  with  the  agree- 
able thoughts  of  this  new  difcovery,  a  fudden  itorm 
arofe,  which  drove  the  fhips  from  their  anchors,  and 
tolled  them  a  confiderable  time  on  thefe  coafts  :  at 
length,  however,  they  got  into  a  very  fafe  and  corn* 
modious  harbour,  which  Cabral  nam  d  Porto  Seguro, 
He  difpatched  fome  of  his  officers  to  take  a  view  of 
the  country  :  upon  their  return,  they  brought  along 
with  them  two  fifhermen,  whom  they  had  taken  in  a 
little  boat:  none  of  the  Portuguefe  underftood  their 
language  ;  for  which  reafon,  they  endeavoured  to  con- 
vey their  meaning  by  figns  and  motions.  But  thefe 
mortals  were  fo  flow  and  heavy  in  apprehenfion,  thac 
they  feemed  to  be  quite  infenfible  to  all  the  figns  made 
by  our  people.  Cabral  cloathed  the  two  men  :  and 
having  given  them  fome  bells,  brafs  rings,  and  look- 
ing-glafifes,  ordered  them  to  be  (ct  afhore.  They  were 
extremely  pleafed  with  thefe  baubles  ;  and,  in  an  often- 
tatious  manner,  fhewed  them  to  their  countrymen, 
who  being  mightily  taken  with  fuch  trifles,  flocked 
in  great  numbers  to  the  fleet,  and  brought  along  with 
them  fruits  and  provifions  of  all  forts :  thefe  they  bar- 
tered with  our  people  for  things  of  little  or  no  value. 
They  thought  they  could  not  enough  admire  the  look- 
in  g-glaflfes -,  they  were  highly  pleafed  with  the  tingling 
of  the  bells,  and  looked  upon  the  rings  as  the  richeft 
finery.  Tn  fhorr,  rhe  fhips,  the  drefs  of  our  people,  and 
whatever  they  beheld,  filled  them  with  the  utmoft 
aftoni  foment. 

Cabral  being  pleafed  with  the  flupid,  though  honed 
fimpliciry  of  this  peoole,  went  afnore.     He  ordered 
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an  altar  to  be  ereded  under  the  made  of  a  large  tree  ; 
here  mafs  was  performed,  and  a  fermon  preached  fuit- 
able  to  the  occafion  :  nor  were  the  natives  excluded 
from  thefe  religious  rites.  During  the  whole  cere- 
mony, they  feemed  to  be  wrapt  up  in  filent  admira- 
tion ;  and,  by  their  outward  geftures,  appeared  to  be 
moved  with  a  fenfe  of  religion. 

When  Cabral  was  about  to  return  to  the  fleer,  they 
followed  him  with  the  higheftjoy:  this  they  cxpreflfed 
by   finging,  by  founding  trumpets,  by  throwing  ar- 
rows into  the  air  ;  and  with  uplifted  hand.c,  in  a  kind 
of  rapture,  they  fetmed  to  thank  God  for  the  arrival 
of  our  people  in  their  country.   In  fhort,  their  tranfpert 
was  fo  exceflive,  that  it  carried  them  almoft  to  a  de- 
gree of  diftr  action  :  many   of  them  waded  after  Ca- 
bral into  the  fea,  till  they  were  up  to  the  bread: ;  fome 
fwam  after  him  •,  others  went  in   boats  to  the  fhips, 
nor  would  they  move  from  them  without  the  greateft 
difficulty.     Whilft   Cabral  lay  at  anchor  here,  till  ha 
laid  in  a  frefh.  fupply  of  water  and  provifions,  a  very 
uncommon  fort  of  fifh.  was  thrown  afhore,  which  not 
a   little  furprized  our  people.     In    thicknefs,   it  was 
equal  to  that  of  a  large  hogfhead ;  and,  in  length,  about 
twice  as  much.     Its  head  and  eyes  refembled  thofe  of 
a  hog  ;  its  ears  were  not  unlike  an  elephant's  -,  it  had 
no  teeth  •,  the  skin  was  about  an  inch  thick,  covered 
all  over  with  briftles ;  the  tail  was  about  five  feet  in 
len&th. 

The  admiral  ordered  a  marble  pillar  to  be  fet  up, 
like  thofe  which  Gama  had  fixed  in  feveral  places. 
He  called  the  country  Santa  Cruz,  but  it  afterwards 
received  the  name  of  Brazil.  He  difpatched  Jafper 
Loemio,  one  of  his  officers,  to  Portugal,  to  give  Em- 
manuel an  account  of  the  nature  and  fituation  of  this 
new  difcovcred  land  :  nor  may  it  be  improper  if  we 
give  here  fome  description  of  that  country.  It  lies  on 
the  fouth  of  the  Line  ;  is  very  extenfive,  and  fome 
parts  are  almoft  adjoining  to  that  tract  of  land  called 
Peru,  which  belongs  to  the  king  of  Spain.  The  coun- 
try 
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try  is  fertile,  pleafant,  and  fo  healthy,  that  the  inha- 
bitants make  no  ufe  of  medicines  •,  for  almoft  all  who 
die  here,  are  not  cut  off  by  any  diftemper,  but  worn 
out  by  age.  Here  are  many  large  rivers,  befides  a 
vaft  number  of  delightful  fprings.  The  plains  are 
large  and  fpa.ious,  and  afford  excellent  pafture.  The 
harbours  are  extremely  commodious  and  e..tfy  of  aC- 
Cefs ;  and  mips  may  ride  in  fafety  in  the  moft  boifter- 
ous  weather.  In  fhort,  the  whole  country  affords  a 
mod  beautiful  p  ofpeel,  being  diver  fified  with  hills  and 
valleys,  and  thefe  covered  with  thick  fhady  woods, 
(locked  with  great  variety  of  trees,  many  of  which 
our  people  were  quite  ftrangers  to:  of  thefe  there  was 
One  of  a  particular  nature,  the  leaves  of  which,  when 
Cut,  fend  forth  a  kind  of  balfam.  The  trees  ufed 
in  dying  fcailct,  grow  here  in  vait  plrnty,  and  to  a 
great  height.  The  foil  1  kewife  produces  the  moft 
ufeful  plants  ;  particularly  that  one  called  fan6b, 
which  cures  ulceis,  removes  fhortnefs  of  breath,  heals 
feftered  wounds  threatning  to  infe<5t  the  whole  body, 
and  cures  many  diftempers  when  the  art  of  medicine 
Can  avail  nothing. 

The  na  ives,  as  we  have  faid  above>  are  of  a  black 
colour,  with  long  foft  hair.  They  appear  all  to  be 
beardlefs,  for  with  great  care  they  pluck  the  hairs  from 
their  faces,  wi(h  inftruments  like  tweezers.  They  are 
ftrangers  to  letters,  as  well  as  religion ;  are  bound  by 
no  laws,  nor  uncer  the  government  of  any  prince; 
but  when  engaged  in  a  war,  they  choofe  for  their  ge- 
neral the  man  whom  they  know  to  be  the  braveft,  and 
moft  skilled  in  warlike  affairs.  The  generality  of  this 
people  wear  no  cloaths,  though  the  nobility  are  cover- 
ed from  the  waift  to  the  knees  with  skins  of  parrot?, 
and  other  birds  of  various  colours.  Their  heads  are  alfo 
adorned  with  caps  made  of  feathers.  The  women  drefs 
and  comb  their  hair  with  a  good  deal  of  nicety.  The 
men  (have  theirs  from  the  forehead  to  the  crown. 
Thofe  who  affec~t  to  deck  themfelves  w'nh  fome  kind 
of  elegance,  bore  holes  through  their  'ears,  noftrils, 
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lips,  and  other  parts ;  there  they  fix  precious  ftones  o^ 
various  colours.     The  women,  in  like  manner,  adorn 
themfelves  with  lit: le  (hells,  which  they  account  to  be 
of  great  value.     In  war  they  make  ufe  of  bows,  and 
fhoot  with  fo  much  dexterity,  that  they  feldom  mifs 
whatever  part  of  the  body  they  aim  at.     Their  arrows 
are  not  poinred  with  fteel,  but  with  the  bones  of  fifh: 
thefe  make  fuch  an  impreflion,  that  they  wii|  pierce 
through  the  thickeft  boards.     They   get  their  food  by 
hunting,  but  are  far  from  being  nice  in  their  eating  ; 
for  they  will  often  live  upon  monkeys,  hzads,  fnakes, 
and  mice.     The  boats  they  ufe  are  made  of  the  bark 
of  large  trees,  and  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  they  will  con* 
tain  30  men.     When  they  go  a  nThing,  fome  row  the 
boat  whilft  others  beat  the  water  fo  as  to  frighten  the 
fifh ;  which  will  then  fwim  up  to  rhe  furface,  and  are 
caught  in  large  dry  hollow  pumpkins,  placed  in  the 
water  for  that  purpofe.     They  fow  no  corn,  making 
their  bread   of  the  root  of  a  certain  plant,  about  the 
fize  of  that  called   purflain  :    this  root,    however,  is 
deadly   poifori,  if  eat  before  it   is  properly  prepared. 
In  order  to  extract  the  poifonous  juice,  they  pound  and 
fqueeze  it  with  great  violence,  then  dry  it  in  the  fun  : 
they  afterwards  grind  it  in  mills  to  a  kind  of  flower, 
of  which  they  make  wholefome  and  well  tailed  bread. 
From   this  likewife  they  diftil  a  kind  of  liquor   not 
unlike  ale,  of  which  when  they  have  drunk  to  excefs, 
they  will  run  into  the  moft  mad  and   mifchievous  ac- 
tions.    They  are  great  obfervers  of  augury,  and  be- 
lieve much  in  forcerers.     There  are  a  certain  fet  of 
inen  amongft  them  called  pages,  whom  they  hold  in 
high  veneration,  and  confult  in  dubious  affairs.     Thefe 
men  generally  carry  an  arrow,  upon  the  top  of  which  is 
fixed  a  gourd,  cut  in  the  lhape  of  a  man's  head  : 
within  this,  they  often  light  fome  herbs  that  fend  forth 
a  fmoke,  which  they  draw  up  in  their  noftrils  till  they 
become  quite  intoxicated  ;  for   fuch   is  the  nature  of 
thefe  herbs,  that  the  fmoke  will  produce  the  fame  ef- 
fect as  wine  when  drank  to  excefs.     Then  they  will 
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reel,  gnafh  their  teeth,  foam  at  the  mouth,  roll  their 
eyes,  and  by  their  frantic  motions,  flrike  a  terror  into 
all  around  them  :  every  fpeclator  imagines  all  this  to 
proceed  from  a  divine  infpiration  •,  and  if  any  perfoa 
(to  *-hom  one  of  thefe  men  thus  intoxicated  has  fore- 
told fome  dreadful  calamity)  mould  meet  with  any  di- 
fafter,  they  impute  it  to  prediction.  Wherefoever  thefe 
bacchanalians  go,  they  arc  received  with  univerfal  ac- 
clamations. The  ftreets  are  lined  with  crouds  on  each 
fide  to  behold  them  ;  mufick  is  performed,  and  dances 
led  up  in  their  honour.  The  moft  beautiful  women 
married  as  well  as  unmarried,  are  given  up  to  their 
pofiVflion  ;  for  thefe  wretched  mortals  are  of  opinion, 
that  if  they  are  in  favour  with  thefe  men,  all  things 
will  go  on  profperoufly. 

In  this  country  daughters  are  not  allowed  to  be  mar- 
ried o  their  fathers,  nor  fillers  to  their  brothers.  All 
others  may  be  joined  in  wedlock  without  distinction. 
The  hufbands  may  upon  any  flight  offence  turn  off 
their  wives,  and  if  they  find  them  guilty  of  adultery 
have  a  right  to  kill  them,  or  fell  them  as  flaves.  Pa- 
rents have  no  power  over  their  daughters,  thefe  being 
under  fubjeclion  to  their  brothers,  who  can  fell  them 
whenever  they  pleafe.  And,  there  being  no  money 
in  the  country,  they  barter  them  for  fuch  things  as 
they  want  for  ufe  or  pleafjre.  The  natives  in  general 
are  extremely  averfe  to  labour,  and  much  addicted  to 
luxury  and  eafe:  when  not  engaged  in  war,  they 
fpend  their  whole  time  in  feafling,  finging,  and  danc- 
ing to  a  moft  immoderate  degree.  In  their  dances 
they  form  a  ring,  but  they  do  not  move  round,  but  al- 
ways remain  in  the  fame  place.  In  their  fongs  they 
obferve  no  nores  or  rules,  for  all  is  performed  in  a 
manner  that  is  rude  and  unharmonious.  In  thefe  they 
celebrate  their  warlike  exploits,  and  beftow  the  highefc 
encomiums  on  military  courage  :  to  finging  they 
likewife  add  whittling,  and  at  the  tame  time  with  their 
feet  beat  the  ground  in  a  kind  of  tranfport.  Whilft 
fome  are  engaged  in  dancing,  others  are  continually 
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fupplying  them  with  liquor,  rill  at  laft  they  become 
fo  overpowered  wirh  drinking  thai  they  fall  down  irv 
a  (tare  of  lnfcnfibility. 

Their  houfes  are  built  of  wood,  thatched  with  reeds, 
and  furrounded  with  a  double  or  triple  wall,  betaufe 
of  the  frequent  wars  they  are  expofed  to.  In  one  of 
thefe  houfes  for  they  are  all  vciy  long,  fevenj  fami- 
lies dwell.  Thofe  who  hve  in  this  manner  together, 
are  thought  to  be  connected  by  a  kind  ot  facied  tie, 
for  with  pleafjre  they  will  rifk  their  lives  in  defence 
of  each  other.  Wh.n  thefe  people  enter  into  war  'tis 
not  to  defend  nor  enlarge  their  territories,  but  to  main- 
tain their  dignity,  when  they  have  been  flighted  by 
any  neighbouring  or  ciftant  na  in.  Then  t)  ey  choofe 
a  council  compofed  chiefly  of  men  adva  c^d  in  age, 
who  in  the  r  youih  have  fignalized  themfelves  in  war. 
Before  thefe  enter  into  confutation  about  their  affairs, 
it  is  the  cuflom  for  every  one  to  diink  a  pretty  luge 
q^a  tiry  of  liquor.  When  thefe  old  men  have  deter- 
mined any  thing  in  regard  to  peace  or  war,  all  ac- 
quiefce  in  their  determination,  with  the  greatefl  chear- 
fulntfs.  They  choofe  for  their  general,  as  we  have 
faid  above,  the  man  who  is  in  highefl  efleem  for 
wailike  courage.  But  if  the  perf  n  whom  they  fix 
upon  fhould  betray  the  lea  ft  mark  of  cowardice,  they 
immediately  ftrip  him  of  his  honour,  and  fubflitute 
another  in  his  place.  The  general  goes  round  all 
their  houfes,  calling  aloud  to  the  inhabitants,  and  in- 
viting them  to  war  with  encouraging  fpceches:  he 
tells  (hem  in  what  manner  every  man  ought  to  be  ac- 
coutred, and  endeavours  to  animate  them  with  courage 
and  intrepidity.  They  not  only  ufe  bows  and  arrows, 
but  alio  fwords  of  a  very  hard  wood,  with  which  they 
cut  and  maim  their  enemies  in  a  terrible  manner.  In 
war  they  fight  much  byflratagem;  and  their  chief 
aim,  if  pofTible,  is  to  fall  upon  the  enemy  by  furprize. 
The  captives  taken  in  battle,  efpecially  if  old  men, 
they  immediately  eat ;  the  reft  are  put  in  fetters.  They 
bury  their  own  people,  who  have  fallen  in  battle  with 

great 
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great  folemnity,  lamenting  over  their  bodies,  and  ex- 
tolling the    deceafed    for   their    bravery   and  courage. 
They  allow  their  captives  plenty  of  all    forts  of  provi- 
fions,  nay  even  furnifh  them  with  women.     But  upon 
any  grand    rejoicing,  they    bring  forth  one   of   thefe 
unhappy  wretches,  fuch  as  is  mod  fat  and  plump,  and 
tie  him   with  ropes.     The  woman  who  has  been   the 
prifoner's  miftrefs  during  his  captivity,  as  a  mark  of 
her  affection,  firft  fixes  the  rope  about  his  neck,  and 
drags  him   along  to  be  made  a  facrifice.     The   men 
coming  next  tie  ropes  about  his  waift,  legs,  and  arms, 
then  fix  him  io  a  pillar,  where  they  paint  him  with 
various  colours,  and   adorn   him  with  feathers.     But 
left  they  fhould  appear  too  cruel,  they  often  loofen  the 
ropes,  and  chear  his  fpirits  with  abundance  of  meat 
and  liquor.     In    the  mean  time  the  whole   peop-e  are 
publickly  feafting,  dancing,  drinking,  and  finging  for 
three  days  fucceflively.     On  the  fourth  the  hands   and 
legs  of  the  captive  are  untied,  and   he  is  led  in  folem- 
nity towards  a   cave.     Several  women  and  boys  pull 
him  along  by  the  ropes  about   his  waift,  whilft  others 
pelt  him  in  his  way,  with  oranges  and  all  kind  of  fruits: 
in  his    turn   he  picks  them  up  and  throws  them  back 
again.     During  the  whole  fcene,  he  feems  undaunted, 
nay  appears  to  be  joyful,  and  drinks  plentifully.  The 
fpectators  infuit  him  with  the  moft  abufive  language, 
telling  him,  that  he   fhall  now   fufFer  punifhment  for 
all    his   crimes  ;    that   they  will  kill   him,  cut  him  to 
pieces  and  eat    him.     On  the  other  hand  he  replies 
with  boldntfs.     '  That   he  has  always  acted   the  part 
of  a  brave  man,  and  will  die  as  fjch,  bidding  defiance 
to  all   their   tortures.     If  they  do  kill  him,   he  has 
likewife  (lain  many  of  their  people.     If  they  do  glut 
themfclves  with    his  flefli,  it   gives  him  fome  fatisfac- 
tion  to  think  he  had  been  often  regaled  on  the  mangled 
bodies  or   the   friends  of  thofe   who    were   to  be  his 
murderers:    befides    that  he   had   many  brothers  and 
relations  who   he  knew  would  not  fuffer  his  death  to 
go  unrevenged.' 

H  4  Ths 
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The  captive  is  at  lift  broi  gh  ro  the  cave,  where 
the  perfon  who  h  d  kept  him  in  Cufrody,  at  the  fame 
time  e  rters  with  a  la«ge  fword  in  his  hand,  hiibo  y 
painted,  and  his  heck  ad  rned  with  feathers;  he  da 
tings,  whiii;les,and  brandings  his  fword  in  a  thrtachihg 
man:*  r.  The  captive  in  the  mean  while  trieb  to  catcfi 
the  weapon  from  him,  hut  this  I  e  is  unable  to  c  -m;  af$j 
being  fo  confined  by  die  ropes,  which  the  boys  and 
women  pu'l  on  each  fide,  that  he  cannot  move  frartt 
th-  place  where  he  ftands.  WhiMt  he  remains  'n  this 
pofture,  the  executioner  ftuns  him  whh  feveral  blows, 
and  at  laft  with  one  terrible  ftroke  cleaves  his  fcull, 
and  fcatrers  his  b:ains.  He  afterwards  cuts  off  his 
hands.  The  women  then  advance,  and  raking  up  the 
body,  throw  it  upon  a  tire  of  wood,  where  it  lies  till 
all  the  hairs  are  fcorched  off.  Then  thev  open  the 
belly,  and  take  out  tne  inn  ails  the  reft  of  the  body 
they  cut  into  imall  p:eces,  which  thtfe  Barbarians  f.alt 
upon  widi  the   higheft   fat  ^faction. 

There  is  likewife  another  fort  of  people  in  this  coun- 
try, of  the  fame  brutal  and  favagedifpofition,  who  live 
in  the  woods  and  mountains,and  are  continually  waging 
war  with  ihofe  -who  live  in  houfes.  No  crime  is  pu- 
nifbed  amongft  them  except  murder.  The  relations 
of  the  murderer  are  obliged  to  deliver  him  up  to 
thofe  of  the  deceafed,  who  by  their  nearnefs  of  blood 
have  a  right  to  demand  juflice.  Thcfe  accordingly 
put  the  criminal  to  death,  then  the  relations  of  both, 
with  mutual  lorrow  and  lamentation,  join  in  perform- 
ing the  funeral  rites  over  the  two  bodies.  This  cere- 
mony being  finifhed,  they  feafl  together,  and  all  ani- 
mofity  being  laid  afide,  they  become  hearty  friends. 
But  if  it  happens  that  the  perfon  who  has  killed  ano- 
ther fhould  make  his  efcape,  then  his  daughters,  fitters, 
or  fome  of  his  neareft  kinfwomen,  are  deliver'd  up  as 
flaves  to  the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  and  thus  at  laft 
the  injury  is  forgot,  and  all  refentment  buried  in  ob- 
livion, 

I  thought 


Book  II.      the  PORTUGUESE,  Sec.  105 

I  thought  it  might  not  be  improper  thus  to  defcribe 
at  large  the  manners  of  this  barbarous  nation,  that 
from  thence  we  may  fee  what  grofs  and  mocking  ab- 
fur<  ides  mankind  will  be  apt  to  rim  into  when  un- 
civilized by  letters,  but  above  all,  when  not  eniight- 
by  the  facred  truths  of  religion.  Here,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  have  an  il'uftrious  proof  of  the  good- 
fiefs  of  all-bountiful  Providence,  in  fending  our  people 
upon  thefe  coatls.  From  this  time  thefe  men  con- 
tracted an  intercoufe  and  friend/hip  with  Chriftians,and 
were  afterwards  inftructed  in  the  principles  of  Chri- 
flianity,  by  feveral  holy  men  of  the  order  ofjeius, 
fent  there  by  the  king'?  of  Portugal.  They  became 
fenfible  of  the  date  of  ignorance  wherein  they  had 
been  fo  long  buried,  embraced  the  doctrine  of  thrift 
with  extraordinary  zeal,  and  returned  thankfgivings 
and  praife  to  God,  who  had  thus  brought  them  from 
daikncfs  to  light. 

Cabral  ft  fail  from  the  Brafils  on  the  29  th  of  April. 
On  the  9CM  of  next  month,  the  failors  ftw  a  cloud  ga- 
thering, and  in  a  (hort  time  the  whole  heavens  were 
overfpread  with  pitchy  darknefs.  The  fea  began  to 
fwell,  and  ihe  billows  to  heat ;  this  threw  the  fleet  into 
the  Qtmoft  conft-rnation,  and  all  hands  went  to  work 
to  take  in  the  fails  ;  but  the  temped  came  upon  thetn 
fo  fudden  and  furious,  that  before  many  of  ihe  (hips 
had  time  to  make  preparations  for  weathering  the  ilorm, 
four  of  them  were  dafhed  to  pieces,  and  fwal lowed  up 
in  the  waves,  and  every  foul  aboard  perifhed.  This 
was  certainly  a  moil  moving  fpectade  to  the  reft  of 
ihe  fleet,  to  behold  their  friends,  their  fellow  com- 
panions, nay,  many  of  their  near  relations,  in  fuch  di- 
ftrefs;  and  yet  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  reicue 
them  from  fo  horrible  a  death.  The  Remaining  feverx 
fhips  proceeded  in  their  courfe,  but  in  a  fliart  time 
were  again  feparaced  by  hard  weather -,  however,at  laft 
they  all  met  together  on  the  27th  of  July,  except  one 
which  had  put  back  to  Portugal,  with  only  fix  of  her 

men 
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mtn  furviving.     The  reft  of  their  crew  had  been  cut 
off  by  thirft,  hunger,  and  various  other  calamities. 

The  fix  remaing  ill i ps  having  turned  the  Cape,came 
in  fight  of  a  moil  plearant  country,  covered  whh  trees, 
abounding  in  cattle,  and  watered  with  excellent  rivers. 
But  notwithstanding  the  Pcrtuguefe  were  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs  for  provifions,  yet  the   inhabitants  would  fup- 
ply  them    with   nothing,  nor  enter  into  any  kind   of 
correfpondence  with  them :    they  therefore   proceeded 
in  their  courfe,  and  coaftir  g  along,  had  an  agreeable 
profpecTt  of  the  whole  country,  rill  at  laft  they  came  in 
fight  of  two  iflands  oppofite  to  the  main  land.     Here 
there  were  two  fhips  lying  at  anchor  ;    thofe  who  were 
aboard,  as  foon  as  they  fpied   the  Portuguefe   fhips, 
crouded   all  their  fails,  and  made  away  in  all   poffible 
hurry.  Cabral,  however,  fo;n  came  up  with  them,  and 
took  them  :    but  as  foon  as  he  was  informed  that  they 
belonged   to  one  Fonteima,  a  prince  of   that  country, 
and    relation   to  the    king  of  Melinda,  he  generoufly 
rcftored  the  fhips,  with  all  the  gold  and  merchandize 
which  they  had  brought  from  Zofala. 

Cabrel  arrived  at  Mozambique  on  the  24th  of  July, 
where  he  watered  his  fhips,  without  any  obftru&ion  ; 
having  laid  in  a  frefh  (tock  of  provifions,  and  agreed 
with  a  pilot  to  conduct  him   to  Quiloa,  he  proceeded 
in  his  voyage.     When  he  had  got  a  little  way  from 
the  fhore,  he  faw  feveral  beautiful  and  well  cultivared 
iflands,  which  were  under  the  government  of  the  king 
of  Quiloa.     His  dominions  upon  that   coaft  are  two 
hundred  miles  in  extent.     This  king,  as  well  as  all  his 
fubje&s,  are  Mahometans.     Some  of  the  natives  are  of 
a  black,  others  of  a  tawney  colour.     They  fpeak  Ara- 
hick,  and  feveral   other   languages,  which    they  learn 
from  many  different  nations,  who  trade  on  thefe  coafts. 
Their  drefs  refembles  that  of  the  Turks  or  Arabians, 
and  they  live  in  every  refpect   with  tafte  and  elegance. 
Qjiloa  lies  about  four  hundred   miles  from  Mozam- 
bique.    It   is    divided  from   the  continent   by  a  little 
narrow  fea.    The  whole  ifland  is  flocked  with  abun- 
dance 
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dance  of  plants  and  fine  trees.  It  is  likewife  furnifh- 
ed  with  many  cot  1  refrefhing  fprings.  Here  is,  at  the 
fame  time,  great  numbers  or  tame  cattle,  aid  va(t 
plenty  of  animals,  which  live  in  the  foreft,  and  afford 
the  diverfions  of  hunting.  The  foil  of  the  country  is 
very  fruitful,  and  with  a  little  culture  will  produce 
frui  s  of  all  kinds.  The  ci-y  is  large  and  populous; 
the  houfes  are  buil  wth  grandeur  and  magnificence, 
and  furnilhed  with  variety  of  elegant  furniture.  The 
(hips  they  life  are  very  much  like  thofe  of  Mozarrw 
hique,  all  of  tiiem  laid  over  with  a  fort  of  fraftkia* 
ctnfr,  for  want  •  f  pitch. 

Cabral  having  come  to  an  anchor  in  this  pori,  fent 
Itieffengersto  the  king,  whofe  name  was  \braha  -  ,  to 
let  him  know  he  had  letters  for  him  from  the  king 
of  Portugal,  from  which  he  mi^ht  p- reive  what  a 
ftrong  defire  Fmmanuel  had  of  entering  into  friend  (kip 
with  him  :  that  he  himfelf  would  have  come  amore 
to  wait  upon  his  majefty,  had  it  not  been  the  exprefs 
orders  of  his  royal  mailer,  never  to  quit  the  fleet  on 
any  account  whatever:  that  he  theietore  hoped  his 
majefty  would  be  fo  indulgent  as  to  fix  upon  fome 
place  on  the  waten,  where  they  m  ght  have  a  confe- 
rence. The  k'ng  received  the  meflengers  in  the  moll 
kindly  manner;  and  returned  anfwer  by  them  to  Ca- 
bral, '  Tnat   he  was   extremely  glad    to   hear  of  his 

*  arrival  :    that  he  had  conceived    the   hisjheft  reewd 

*  for   Emmanuel,  whom  he   believed  Co  be  a  prince 

*  endowed  with  the  greateft  virtues,  and  would  chear- 

*  fully  embrace  this  opportunity  of  entering  into  friend- 
4  fhip  With   fo   renowned  a  monarch  :  and,    fince  he 

*  c  uld  n  <t  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  CabraJ   afhore, 

*  and  receiving  his  difpatches  there,  he  would  there- 
8  fore  the  very  next  day  have  a  meeting  with   h  m  by 

*  water.'  Then  he  fent  one  of  his  domellicks  to 
Cabral,  with  prefents. 

The  following  day  fome  fmall  vefTe!s,adorned  in  the 
richeft  manner,  were  got  ready,  to  convey  his  majefty 
*o  the  fleet,     His  attendants  were  all  clad  in  purple  or 

gold 


108  The  History  of  Book  If. 

gold  embroidery,  or  in  filk  and  fine  cotton.  They 
were  armed  with  fwords  and  daggers,  the  handles  of 
which  were  fet  with  diamonds.  The  water  refound- 
ed  with  the  joyful  mufick  of  their  flutes  and  trumpets. 
The  Portuguefe  on  the  other  hand,  fainted  them  with 
their  cannon,  and  made  other  demonftrations  of  joy. 
Cabral  ordered  all  his  officers  to  drefs  themfelves  in 
the  moft  elegant  manner,  and  to  put  off  in  their  long- 
boats. He  himfclf  did  the  fame.  When  they  came 
^ip  with  the  king's  boat,  Cabral  faluted  his  majefty  in 
the  moft  refpeclful  manner  •,  then  he  delivered  the  let- 
ters from  Emmanuel,  wrote  in  the  Arabian  language, 
and  communicated  to  him  the  particulars  of  his  em- 
baffy.  All  which  the  king  received  with  vifible  marks 
of  fatisfacticn  ;  and  faid  he  would  always  account  Em- 
manuel as  a  brother,  and  at  all  times  (ludy  to  advance 
his  honour,  and  promote  his  intercft.  It  was  agreed 
upon  that  Cabral  fhould  next  day  fend  a  perfon  afhore 
to  confirm  their  friendfhip  by  a  league.  When  things 
were  about  to  be  fettled  on  this  amicable  footing,  the 
Arabian  merchants  interfered  with  their  wonted  ma- 
lice, accufing  our  people  of  wickednefs  and  cruelty  : 
they  faid  they  were  aftonifhed  at  the  fimplcity  of  the 
king,  in  repofing  confidence  in  a  crew  of  py rates,  who, 
if  their  mifchievous  fchemes  were  not  fruftrated,  would, 
under  a  mafk.of  friendfhip,  in  a  few  years  ftrip  him  of 
all  his  poffeflions.  Thefe  mifchievous  calumnies 
wrought  fuch  an  effect  on  the  king,  that  he  not  only 
laid  aiide  all  thoughts  of  making  a  league  with  our 
people,  but  even  contracted  the  moft  inveterate  hatred 
a^ainft  them.  He  accordingly  ordered  the  city  to  be 
reinforced  with  fcldiers,  the  garrifon  to  be  ftrengthened, 
and  all  fuch  other  preparations  to  be  made  as  are  ufual 
in  fea-ports,  when  the  enemy  is  in  the  harbour. 

Cabral  having  got  intelligence  of  thefe  things,  by  one 
Homeris,  brother  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  then  at  Quiloa,  he  was  refolved  to  wafte 
no  more  time  here,  and  accordingly  proceeded  in  his 
courfe  for  Melinda. 

The 
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The  arrival  of  our  people  in  this  place  gave  the  king 
moft  inexpreflible  joy:  he  immediately  took  care  to 
provide  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions  and  refrefhing 
fruits  for  the  whole  fleet. 

Cabral  had  brought  back  the  embafTador  whom  the 
king  of  Melinda  fent  to  Portugal  by  Gama.  Him  he 
fent  immediately  afhore,  and  at  the  fame  time  diipatched 
fome  of  his  men  with  many  valuable  prefents  fent  to  the 
king  by  Emmanuel.  The  eaftern  monarchs  are  fond 
of  fhew  and  orientation,  and  take  a  particular  pride  in 
fhewing  their  fubjecls  the  prefents  rhey  receive  from  fo- 
reign princes :  accordingly  the  king  of  Melinda  ap- 
peared next  day  in  public,  feated  on  a  fine  horfe,  a- 
dorned  with  thericheft  furniture,  which  amongd  other 
things,  had  been  fent  him  by  Emmanuel.  In  this 
manner  he  went  to  the  fea  fide,  where  Cabral  and  all 
the  Portuguefe  officers  waited  for  him  in  their  boat?. 
There  they  met  and  received  each  other  in  the  moil 
courteous  and  friendly  manner.  The  admiral,  how- 
ever, tho'  preifed  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  remain 
at  th;s  place  for  fome  time,  yet  he  made  but  a  very 
ihort  flay.  At  his  departure  he  left  two  exiles,  who 
were,  if  poffible,  to  travel  into  that  part  of  Ethiopia 
which  lies  above  Egypt,  where  Emmanuel  had  heard 
there  was  a  Chriftian  prince,  and  to  inform  themfelves 
of  the  manners  and  cufloms  of  the  people  under  his 
fjvereignty. 

The  fleet  weighed  from  Melinda  on  the  7th  of 
Auguft  •,  and  having  a  fair  wind,  they  crofled  over 
the  Indian  ocean,  and  made  the  iflands  of  Anchediva 
on  the  2  2d.  The  admiral  anchored  here  a  few  days 
to  refrefh  his  men  after  their  fatigue  -,  thence  he  fleer- 
ed for  Calicut,  which  he  reached  on  the  30th.  The 
zamorin  or  emperor,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  arrival 
of  our  people,  difpa  ched  two  of  his  mires  or  noble- 
men, and  a  merchant  of  considerable  intereft,  a  na- 
tive of  Cambaya,  in  his  name,  to  fa'ute  the  Portuguefe 
admiral.  Cabral  treated  them  with  the  urmoft  ref- 
pecl,  and,  at  their  departure,  fent  aihore  with  them 
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John  Sala,  a  gentleman  of  nobi!ity,  who  had  accom- 
panied Gama  to  India,  together  with  Jafper  Gama, 
the  Jew  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  fervice  of  Zabaio, 
and  having  afrerwards  become  a  Chriftian,  had  affumed 
the  name  of  his  friend  and  patron.  He  fent  like  wife 
Jour  of  the  Indian  noblemen  whom  Gama  had  carried 
to  Portugal,  drefTed  in  the  Portuguefe  fafhion.  The 
fight  of  theie  men  gave  the  zamorin  moil  inexpreilible 
plea  I  ure. 

The  zimorin  refolved  to  give  audience  to  Cabral  in 
one  of  his  royal  feat,,  nor  far  from  the  Tea  fhore.  Ac- 
cordingly went  thither  in  grand  procefhon,  attended 
by  fevetal  of  his  nobles,  preceded  with  the  mufick  of 
gold  and  filver  trumpets  of  the  mod  exquifite  work- 
manfliip,  and  all  other  demonstrations  of  joy.  Cabral 
fet  out  from  the  fleet  with  feveral  of  his  officers,  leav- 
ing the  command,  in  his  abfencc,  to  Sancius  Thoares, 
As  foon  as  he  came  afhore,  he  was  met  by  many  of 
the  nobility,  who  having  ordered  a  fedan  to  be  brought 
for  the  admiral,  followed  him  a-foot,  and  in  this  man- 
ner, conducted  him  to  the  palace.  The  building  was 
grand  and  magnificent ;  and  the  infide  adorned  with 
filk-embroidered  tapeflry.  The  zamorin  was  clad  in 
the  richeft  attire,  fparkling  with  the  mod  brilliant  dia- 
monds. Cabral  having  paid  his  compliments  to  the 
king,  was  feated  by  him  in  a  filver  chair.  After  Em- 
manuel's letters  were  read,  and  interpreted  by  Jafper, 
they  begun  then  to  treat  about  a  friendly  alliance.  The 
zamorin  made  the  warmed  proteftations  of  friendfhip, 
and  even  promifed  more  than  Cabral  requeued.  He 
gave  to  all  the  Portuguefe  the  liberty  of  a  free  trade 
in  his  dominions,  and  affured  them  of  his  protection. 
Befides,he  afligned  to  them  a  large  houfe  near  the  fhore, 
which  he  henceforth  appropriated  for  the  Life  and  con- 
venience of  thole  who  were  to  tranfact  the  affairs  of 
king  Emmanuel.  To  confirm  and  perpetuate  this  do- 
nation, he  ordered  it  to  be  recorded  on  a  golden  ta- 
ble. He  gave  orders  likewife,  that  a  ftandard  fhould 
be  fixed  on  the  top  of  the  building,  with  the  arms  of 
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Emmanuel  engraved  thereupon,  as  a  public  teftimony 
that  this  houle  belonged  to  his  Portuguefe  majefty, 
and  as  a  proof  of  his  affection  and    regard  for  that 

prince. 

Mean  while  the  zamorin  being  informed, that  a  large 
(hip,  having  aboard  an  elephant  of  the  mod  mon- 
flrous  fize,  had  fct  fail  from  Colchin,  to  invade  the 
kingdom  of  Cambaya,  he  fent  to  Cabral,  conjuring  him 
by  all  the  ties  of  friend  (hip,  that  he  would  take  this 
(hip.  And,  that  he  might  have  a  particular  account 
of  the  behaviour  of  our  people,  he  difpatched  fome  of 
his  Arabian  domefticks,  to  obferve  the  engagement. 
Cabral  fent  only  one  fmali  (hip,  commanded  by  Pedro 
Ataide,  to  whom  he  likewife  joined  three  able  officers, 
Duarte  Pacheco,  Vafco  Silveria,  and  John  Sala.  When 
the  zamorin  faw  that  Cabral  made  (o  light  of  fuch  a 
large  (hip,  furnifhed  with  fo  many  foldiers,  and  with 
fuch  abundance  of  warlike  (lores,  he  was  perfectly  (truck 
with  aftoni foment,  and  with  the  greateft  impatience 
waited  the  event. 

Our  people  had    fcarce  time  ro  put  themfelves   in 
readinef,  when  the  (hip  appeared  in  fight.     They  made 
towards  her  in  full  fail,  yet  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not 
to  approach  too  nigh,  left  they  might  be  overwhelmed 
by  the  enemy's  darts  thrown  from  a  (hip  of  (b  great 
height:    keeping  at  a    moderate  didance,   they    very 
brifkly  plied    her  with  their   cannon  ;  they  killed    and 
wounded  feveral  of  the  enemy,  and  damaged  the  (hip 
in  many  places.     The  enemy  at  fir  ft  feemtd  to  defpiie 
our  people,  looking  upon  them  to  be  greatly  their  in- 
feriors, and  exclaiming  again  ft   them  in  a  haughty  in- 
folent   manner:    but   they,foon   changed    their   ton* 
upon    feeing   their   (hip   fo   much    battered,    and    fo 
many  of  their  men  killed  ;  then  they  began  to  de'pair, 
and  endeavoured   to  fave   themfelves  by  flight.     The 
Portuguefe  (hip  purfued  her ;    but    by  favour   of  the 
night,  (lie  got  into  the  haibour  of  Cananor,  torty  miles 
north  of  Calicut,    where  four  Arabian  vefTels  lay  at 
anchor.     Our  people  watched  very  carefully,  to  pre- 
vent 
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Vent  her  efcape,  and  by  day-break  prepared  to  renew 
their  attack-,  they  threw  her  into  fuch  confternation, 
that  fhe  quitted  the  port,  and  put  to  fea  again.  The 
Portuguefe  fhip  being  clean  ancl  light, f  on  came  up  with 
her,  and  annoyed  her  in  iuch  a  manner,  that  they 
made  her  fteer  what  cou  fe  they  plrafed,  and  at  lait 
drove  her  in  triumph  before  them  into  the  harbour  of 
Calicut.  The  zamorin  was  tilled  with  amazement,  and 
having  afked  the  particulars  of  the  action,  from  thofe 
he  had  lent  to  obferve  the  engagement,  their  anfwer 
was,  That  never  before  had  they  beheld  men  of  the  like 
courage,  intrepidity,  dexterity  in  arms,  and  alacrity  in 
encountering  dangers.  He  fent  to  the  admiral  defiling 
he  would  fend  him  thofe  men  who  had  behaved  fo 
heroically:  Cabral  comply'd  with  his  requeft.  When 
the  Portuguefe  came  before  his  majefty,  he  bellowed 
upon  them  the  higheft  encomiums,  and  gave  them 
feveral  prefents  :  above  all  he  diflinguifhed  Pacheco, 
who,  according  to  the  information  he  received  from 
the  Arabians,  who  had  been  prefent  ar  the  engigement, 
fignalized  himfelf  in  the  mod:  extraordinary  manner. 

But  the  more  this  affair  raifed  the  fame  of  our  peo- 
ple, the  more  did  it  excite  the  jcaloufy  and  hatred  of 
the  Arabian  merchants.  Thefe  men  endeavoured  to 
hinder  the  Portuguefe  from  procuring  fuch  a  quantity 
of  pepper  and  Ipices  as  they  wanted  to  buy.  in  order 
to  effect  their  malicious  purpofes,  they  had  recourfe 
to  many  tricks  and  ftratagems ;  they  endeavoured  to 
infufe  into  the  zamorin  the  greateft  hatred  of  our 
people,  and  raifed  again. ft  them  the  vilefl  afperfions. 
They  went  about  to  all  the  proprietors  of  the  fpiccs, 
giving  the  higheft  price  for  this  commodity,  and  hoard- 
ing it  up  privately,  that  none  might  come  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe. The  zamorin  notwithflanding  all  his  boafted 
friend  fhip,  connived  at  thefe  proceedings.  Cabral 
had  indeed  fufpecled  his  honour  fome  time  before, 
when  the  hoftages  which  he  had  aboard  hav;ngj.;mped 
into  the  fea,  fwam  afhore  :  iome  of  them  w<  re  taken  a- 
gain,  othtrs  dcaped  j  of  thefe  the  king  made  no  rcf- 
2  i  titutioa 
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titution,  nor  did  he  give  the  ieaft  fatisfaction  toCabral 
Upon   that  account. 

The  admiral  being  nettled  at  thefe  things  knt  a 
perftui  to  the  zamorin,  to  complain  of  this  hard  and 
unjiift  treatment,  telling  him,  «  That  he  had  engaged 

*  his   honour,    that   the  Portuguefe  fhips  fhould  re- 

*  ceive  their  cargo  within  twenty  days  5  whereas  three 

*  monrhs  were  now  elapfed,  and  not  one  of  them  had 

*  yet  got  her  loading,  whilft  the  Arabian    fhips  were 

*  fupplied  witti  great  for  ward  nefs;  which  was  contrary 

*  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  :  for  there  it  was  expref- 

*  kd9  that  no  nation  whatfoever  fhould  be  allowed  to 

*  purchafe  any  quantity  of  fpices,  till  the  Portuguefe 

*  fhips   had  received  their  full  cargo.     He  therefore 

*  earnestly  entreated  his  majefty  to   preferve  his  dig- 

*  nity,  and  a'fl:  up  to  his  honour :  that  the  time  was 
4  alrhoft  at  hand  when  the  Portuguefe  mutt  depart, 

*  nor  was  it  poSible  for  them  to  loiter  away  any  more 

*  of  their  time  in  that  port,'  The  zamorin,  when  he 
received  this  meflage,  pretended  to  be  highly  offended 
at  the  behaviour  of  the  Arabian  merchants :    c  But 

*  (faid  he)  linc'e  they  have  been  fo  daring  and  prefump- 

*  tuous  as  to  take  in    their  loading,    contrary  to  my 

*  commands,  I  therefore  give  Cabral  full  liberty,  after 

*  paying  the  valine  of  the  fpices  to  the  merchants,  to 

*  unload  the  Arabian  velTels,  and  put  the  cargo  aboard 
c  the  Portuguefe  fhips,* 

Cabral  having  received  this  anfwer,  was  very  ap-> 
prehenfive  that  there  might  be  forne  villainous  arti- 
fice cloaked  under  this  condefcenllon  of  the  zamorin  ; 
For  if  he  fhould  make  ufe  of  the  power  given  him,, 
he  forefaw  this  would  highly  exafperate  all  the  Ara- 
bians, who  being  numerous  and  powerful,  might  fall 
iipon  and  deftroy  the  Portugikze  who  were  afhore. 
And  however  fatal  the  confequences  might  prove, 
the  zarno!  in  would  clear  himfclF,  by  throwing  the  blame 
upon  our  people,  who  had  begun  the  difturbance,  of 
upon  the  Arabian^  who  had  acted  contrary  to  his 
orders.     Cabral  remained   in  fufpence?  no;  knowing 
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what  expedient  to  havereco'jrfe  to  ;  in  the  mean  while 
Ayres  Correa,  who  was  left   in    the  houfe  afhore,  as 
chief  agent  of  the  Por tuguefe  affairs,  wrote  to  the  ad- 
miral, preffing  him   in   the  (Iron gelt    terms,  that  he 
would   make   ufe  of   the  liberty  granted  him  by  the 
zamorin,  and    take  by  force  from  the  Arabians  the 
goods  they  had  procured  by  fuch  fraudulent  methods; 
otherwife,  he  faid,  the  Portuguefe   fhips  muft  return 
home  empty,  without  any  thing  to  countervail  the  ex- 
pence  and  fatigue  of  fo  tedious  a  voyage.    Cabral,  how- 
ever, Hill  hefitating,  Correa  urged  him  more  and  more, 
conjuring  him  not  to  fuffer  his  name  to  be  tarnifhed 
with  the  reproaches  of  cowardice  and  inactivity,  nor 
to  allow  his  matter  Emmanuel  to  be  deprived  of  fuch 
great  advantages  as  he  had  in  his  power  to  procure 
him.    Be  fides,  he  called  upon  all  the  Portuguefe  to  bear 
witnefs  of  his  zeal  to  promote  the  intcreft  of  Emmanuel; 
he  likewifeinfifted  that  his  behaviour  fhould  be  recorded 
in  their  journals,  that  it  might  from  thence  appear  he 
had  done   his  utmolt  for  the  fervice  of  his  royal  ma- 
Iter ;  and  that  the  whole  blame  ought  to   be  laid   on 
the  admiral,  who  was  unwilling  to  exert  himfelfwith 
proper  fpirit. 

Cabral  perfuaded  by  the  in  treaties,  or  rather  ftimu- 
lated  by  the  reproaches  of  Correa,  was  now  determined 
to  do  fomething  to  prevent  any  future  afperfions  on 
his  conduct.  There  was,  at  this  time,  a  fhip  lying 
without  the  harbour,  which  having  got  in  all 
her  loading,  was  ready  to  put  to  fea.  Accordingly 
he  fent  a  perfon,.  in  his  name,  to  tell  the  captain  and 
matter  of  the  veffel  not  to  depart ;  for  that  he  had  a 
power  from  the  zamorin  to  detain  any  fhip  in  that 
fea.  But  the  officers  of  the  (hip  paying  no  regard  to 
the  admiral's  authority,  he  manned  and  armed  fome 
of  his  boats,  and  ordered  thofe  aboard  to  tow  back  the 
fhip  into  the  harbour,  which  was  accordingly  executed 
with  great  expedition.  The  owner  of  the  (hip  was  an 
Arabian,  a  man  immenfely  rich,  and  of  great  interelt 
amongft  all  the  leading  men  of  Calicut.     When  he 

heard 
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heard  of  this  affair,  he  was  enraged  to  the  higeft  de- 
gree, and  having  got  together  all  his  friends  and  reten- 
tions, he  laid  the  matter  before  them,  and  in  the  mod 
bitter  terms  complained  of  the  fcandalous  and  unjuft 
treatment  he  had  received  from  our  people.  His  re- 
finement, of  itfelf  furnciemly  heated,  was  ftill  further 
inflamed  by  the  malicious  fpeeches  ot  every  one  prefent, 
who  all  agreed  that  they  would  fooner  fuffer  death  than 
tamely  put  up  with  fuch  an  indignity.  Accordingly 
they  went  all  in  a  body  to  the  king,  exclaiming  againtt 
fo  heinous  an  action.  '  Thefe  Chriftians  (they  faid) 
c  now  carry  things  with  fo  high  a  hand  as  to  dare  even 
1  to  attack  thofe  who  are  under  the  fanction  of  his  ma- 
4  jefty's   government ;    and  as  if  they   were   already 

*  lords  of  the  kingdom,  take  upon  them  to  dictate 
c  their   commands,    forcibly   to   drag    fhips  into  the 

*  harbour,  and  even  in    the  king's  fight  to  offer  vio- 

*  lence  to  his  fubjects.  Such  infults  as  thefe  (they 
c  faid)  (truck  at  the  honour  of  his  crown  •,  and  if 
c  the  authors  of  them  were  not  feverely  punifhed,  the 

*  confequence  would  be,  that  thefe  men  would  attempt 
«  ftill  greater  crimes,  nor  would  they  fcruple  at  Iaft  to 
c  offer  violence  to   his  facred  perfon.     Moreover  they 

*  added,  that  it  was  certainly  owing  to  that  excefs  of 
c  clemency  and  good  nature  in  his  majefty,  that  ft  rangers 

*  fo  deftitute,  and  fo  unacquainted  with  the  Indian 

*  manners,  mould  dare  to  acl  in  defiance  of  fo  great 
c  a  prince,  and   behave  in   fuch  an  infolent  and  auda- 


cious manner.' 


The  zamorin  made  fuch  a  reply  to  the  Arabians,  as 
plainly  fhewed  he  would  not  be  difpleafed  with  any 
fcheme  they  could  devife  for  the  ruin  of  the  Porru- 
guefe :  accordingly  they,  and  feveral  of  the  naires, 
went  in  a  riotous  manner  to  the  houfe  where  our  people 
lived,  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  danger.  Cor- 
rea  made  a  fignal  to  the  fleet,  to  let  them  know  the 
danger  with  which  he  was  threatened.  He  had  with 
him  only  70  of  the  Portuguefe,  whilft  there  were  about 
4000  of  the  Arabians  who  befet  the  houfe.     Cabral, 
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being  at.  this  time  Tick  of  an  ague,  was  obliged  to  dif* 
patch  Sancius  Tobaris,  with  a.  detachment  in  the  long 
boats  to  aftift  the  Portuguefe  afhore  -,  and,  if  pofilble, 
to  refcue  them  from  their  prefent  danger.  The  Ara- 
bians, in  the  mean  while,  having  forced  open  the  gate 
with  hatchets,  and  broke  down  part  of  the  walls,  threw 
in  their  darts,  and  entering  fword  in  hand,  endeavour- 
ed to  deftroy  all  the  Portuguefe  within,  before  they 
could  receive  afliftance.  They,  on  the  other  hand, 
made  a  mod  obflinate  refinance  ;  and  as  their  fate 
feemed  inevitable,  were  determined  to  fell  their  lives 
dear.  Some  of  them,  however,  forming  themfelves 
into  a  body,  forced  their  way  to  the  fea-fide  •,  where 
having  joined  themfelves  with  the  Portuguefe  fent  to 
their  fuccour,  they  renewed  the  attack  on  the  enemy, 
and,  having  driven  them  back  a  little,  by  this  means 
made  their  retreat  into  the  boats  more  practicable. 
Of  the  70  Portuguefe  who  refided  afhore,  50  were 
killed,  amongft  whom  was  Ayres  Correa  -,  twenty 
made  their  efcape,  but  mod  of  thefe  were  fo  defperate- 
]y  wounded,  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  died  foon 
after.  Henry,  chief  of  the  friars,  was  amongft  the 
wounded.  Correa  had  brought  to  India  his  little  fori 
Antonio,  a  boy  about  ten  years  of  age,  whom  Nun- 
nez  Leitan,  a  Portuguefe  dragoon,  defended  with  the 
greateft  refolution,  and  conveyed  lafe  to  the  water-fide. 
Here  he  was  greatly  perplext  how  to  get  him  conveyed 
into  the  boat,  which  lay  at  fome  diftance  ;  but  a  fai- 
lor  touched  with  companion  for  this  young  creature, 
took  him  upon  his  moulders,  and,  with  the  greateft 
danger  of  his  own  life,  generoufly  faved  the  boy  ;  who 
afterwards  proved  a  man  of  great  gallantry,  and  figna- 
lized  himfelf  by  many  brave  and  valiant  atchievements. 
This  (laughter  was  committed  on  our  people  on  the 
17th  day  of  December  1500. 

Cabral  was  extremely  giieved  at  this  melancholy  af- 
fair, and  his  fever  of  itfelf  very  violent,  was  ftill  more 
increafed  by  the  forrow  he  felt  for  the  death  of  Cor- 
rea ;  howeve/,  he  was  refolved  not  to  attempt  any  re- 
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venge  till  he  mould  fee  what  excufe  the  zamottn  would 
make,  or  whether  he  would  punim  the  authors  of  this 
cruelty.  But  finding  that  prince  to  be  quite  filent  up- 
on that  head,  he  then  concluded  him  to  be  not  only 
privy  to,  but  alfo  a  promoter  of  this  horrid  wicked- 
nefs  •,  he,  therefore,  by  the  unanimous  approbation  of 
all  his  officers,  attacked  ten  large  Arabian  fhips  in  the 
harbour.  The  engagement,  for  fome  time,  was  fierce 
and  warm  on  both  fides.  The  Portuguefe,  however, 
at  laft,  with  uncommon  fury  boarding  the  (nips,  took 
ample  vengeance  for  the  death  of  their  countrymen, 
having  killed  above  600  of  the  enemy.  They  plun- 
dered the  vefTels,  and  being  in  great  want  of  hands, 
they  put  all  the  prifoners  aboard  their  own  fhips.  They 
found  likewife  three  elephants,  and  (being  fhort 
of  provifions)  killed  and  faked  them  for  food  They 
afterwards  fired  the  fhips,  amongft  which  was  one 
belonging  to  the  Arabian  who  had  raifed  the  late 
tumult.  The  flames  alarmed  and  frightened  the 
people  at  Calicut,  who  ran  up  and  down  in  the  mqfl: 
diffracted  manner,  lifting  up  their  hands  to  heaven,  and 
uttering  the  mofl  horrid  imprecations  ;  but  none  had 
courage  to  oppofe  the  Portuguefe.  The  mips  being 
thus  deftroyed,  in  fight  of  the  zamorin,  Cabral,  the 
following  day,  put  his  fleet  in  a  proper  difpofition  to 
batter  the  city  with  his  cannon  :  he  demolifhed  many 
of  the  private,  as  well  as  public  buildings,  and  made 
great  havock  amongft  the  inhabitants.  The  zamorin, 
when  he  faw  one  of  his  deareft  friends  laid  dead  at  his 
feet  by  a  cannon  ball,  was  ftruck  with  a  panic,  and  be- 
took himfelf  to  flight. 

Cabral  having  thus  taken  vengeance  of  this,  per- 
fidious people,  failed  for  Cochin  *  the  prince  of  this 
place  being,  as  he  heard,  defirous  of  cultivating  a 
fnendfhip.  with  the  Portuguefe.  The  city  of  Cochin 
is  about  70  miles  fouth  of  Calicut;  it  is  encircled  with 
a  winding  river,  which  not  far  from  thence  difcharges> 
i.tfelf  into  the  fea.  It-  has  a  capacious  harbour,  where 
ihips  may  ride  at  anchor,,  in  fafety.     The  foil  is  poor 
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and  barren,  but  the  great  number  of  trees  which  grow 
here,  makes  the  country  look  not  unpleafant.  It  abounds 
with  pepper.  The  revenue  of  the  prince  is  but  fmall,  he 
being  tributary  to  the  zamorin  of  Calicut.     The  man- 
ners of  the  people  very  much  refemble  thofe  of  Calicut. 
The  admiral,  as  foon  as  he  reached  this  port,  fent  one 
Michael,  an  Indian,  to  the  king  to  inform  him  of  the  ar- 
rival of  our  people-,  and  to  dcfire  that  his  majefty  would, 
at  a  reafonable  rate,  furnifh  him  with  fome  fpices  and 
other  commodities.    Michael  was  a  mod  devout  and  ab- 
ftemious  man,  and  had  been  one  of  that  religious  feci; 
whom  the  Indians  call  Togues.     Thefe  men  affedl  an 
utter  contempt  of  all   worldly  things.     They  pretend 
to  defpife  rsches,  and  live  by  begging.     They  run  tq 
all  markets  and  public  places,  where  they  preach  up 
their  particular  tenets  v/ith   great  zeal.     The  greateft 
part  of  them  are  religious  cheats,  who  impofe  upon 
the  ignorant  multitude  ♦,    and   from   their  fimplicity, 
gain  their  own  felfifh  ends.     Michael  was  bred  up  in 
this  falfe  religion,  but  at  the  fame  time  pofTelTtd  an 
honeft  heart,  which  raifed  in  him  an  abhorrence  of 
fuch  a  doctrine.     He  was  convinced  of  the  truths  of 
Chriftianky,  and  become  a  moft  fincere  convert.   This 
man  having  waited  on  the  king,  and  delivered  his  in- 
fhu&ions,  returned  with  a  moft  civil  and  polite  an- 
fwer.     He  fliid,  the  king  was  overjoyed  to  hear  of  the 
arrival  of  our  people,    and  would  chearfully  furnifh 
them  with  whatsoever  they  wanted.     Articles  of  friend- 
fhip  were  accordingly  fettled  upon  with  this  prince, 
and  Cabral  fent  feveral  perfons  afhore  to  prefent  him 
with  fome  (ilver  vefTels  *,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
buy  up  a  quantity  of  fpices.     Thefe  men  were  received 
by  the  king   in  a   moft  friendly  manner:  he  afilgned 
them  a  ftrong  large  houfe  to  refide  in  till  they  had 
finifhed  their  bufinefs,  and   appointed  feveral  of  the 
naires  to  guard  and  protecl;  them. 

Whilft  things  were  carried  on  at  Cochin,  in  this 
friendly  manner,  embaffadors  came  from  the  kings  of 
Cananor  and  poulam,  defiring  the  friendfliig  of  our 

people, 
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people,  and  inviting  them  into  their  ports.  Cabral 
returned  them  thanks  for  their  friendly  intentions ;  at 
the  lame  time  telling  them,  '  That  he  had  already  en- 

*  gaged  to  take  his  goods  from  the  king  of  Cochin  ; 
c  however,  he  acknowledged  himfelf  as  much  obliged 
'  to  them  as  if  he  had  accepted  of  their  kindnefs. 
c  But  if  it  mould  happen  that  he  could  not  get  a  fuf- 

*  ficient  loadirfg  for  his  mips  at  Cochin,  then  he  would 

*  embrace  the  opportunity  of  trading  with  them.* 
Whilft  the  (hips  were  taking  in  their  lading  with  great 
forwardnefs,  two  Indian  chriftians,  of  the  city  of  Cran- 
ganor,  about  20  miles  diftant  from  thence,  came  to 
Cochin.  Thefe  men  being  inftructed  in  the  gofpel 
propagated  in  India  by  St.  Thomas,  had  for  many- 
years  adhered  to  the  Chriftian  faith  with  great  zeal 
and  conftancy  •,  they  waited  on  Cabral,  and  entreated 
him  to  carry  them  to  Portugal,  that  they  might  travel 
from  thence  to  Rome  and  Jerufalem,  to  vifit  thofe 
places  where  Chrift  and  his  apofties  had  formerly 
preached.  The  admiral  granted  their  requeft  with 
great  chcarfulnefs. 

The  (hips  were  now  furnifhed  with  a  fuffrcient  cargo, 
when  the  king  of  Cochin  received  information,  that 
fhe  zamorin  of  Calicut,  being  determined  to  revenge 
the  lofs  of  fo  many  of  his  fubjects,  had  fitted  out  a  fleet 
of  twenty  large  (hips,  befides  a  great  number  of  fmall 
vefiel.%  with  15000  fo'diers  aboard.  The  king  im- 
mediately communicated  this  to  Cabral,  who  having 
put  his  fieet  in  readinefs  for  an  engagement,  failed  di- 
rectly to  meet  the  enemy  ;  but  the  wind  being  unfa- 
vourable, he  could  not  fall  in  with  them.  The  enemy 
feeing  with  what  refolution  the  Portuguefe  made  to- 
wards them,  and,  at  the  fame  time;  being  filled  with 
the  moft  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  the  cannon,  they 
were  afraid  to.  come  nigh  our  people^  and  entirely  de- 
clined an  engagement.  Cabral  then,  without  any  ob- 
ftrucYion,  fet  out  on  his  voyage  for  Portugal,  Laving 
left  Goncalo  Barbofi,  and  Laurence  Morena,  with 
fome  more  Portuguefe  at  Cochin,  tp,  manage  the  af- 
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fairs  of  Emmanuel  at  that  place.  When  he  came  up- 
on the  coaft  of  Cananor,  he  was  again  invited  by  that 
king  to  furnifh  his  mips  with  whatever  they  wanted. 
He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  entered  that  port  in 
the  year  1501.  The  city  of  Cananor  is  large  and  fpa- 
cious,  (landing  upon  a  bay,  which  makes  a  moft  com- 
modious harbour.  The  country  abounds  in  all  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life.  The  king  who  then  reigned  was 
rich  and  liberal ;  and  as  to  his  government  and  way  of 
living,  little  differing  from  the  reft  of  the  princes  in 
Malabar.  Cabral  bought  here  a  quantity  of  ginger 
and  cinnamon ;  but  the  king  having  undtrftood  that; 
he  did  not  purchafe  fo  much  as  was  offered  to  him, 
imagined  this  was  owing  to  a  want  of  money  •,  for 
which  reafon  he  fent  to  the  admiral,  telling  him  he 
was  forry  to  hear  that  our  people  had  loft  all  their  mo- 
ney and  effects  at  Calicut  •,  but  that  his  purfe  was  at 
their  fervice;  which,  if  they  would  make  ufe  of  with 
the  fame  freedom  as  that  of  their  own  king  Emmanuel, 
it  would  give  him  the  higheft  pleafure.  Cabral  re- 
turned him  moft  hearty  thanks  for  this  friendly  offer; 
at  the  fame  time  he  fhewed  the  meffengers  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  gold,  that  from  hence  his  majefty 
might  underftand  that  it  was  not  from  a  want  of  mo- 
ney, but  becaufe  the  fhips  were  already  fufficiently 
loaded,  that  he  had  not  bought  a  larger  ftock  of  goods. 
The  king  fent  an  embaffador  to  Portugal  with  Cabral, 
to  make  a  friendly  alliance  with  Emmanuel.  The  fleer* 
failed  from  this  place  on  the  16th  of  January. 

When  Cabral  was  a  little  way  fhort  of  Melinda,  he 
took  a  large  fliip  very  richly  loaded  :  but  when  he 
found  (he  belonged  to  an  Arabian  merchant  of  the 
kingdom  of  Cambaya,  he  fet  her  at  liberty  •,  telling 
the  commander,  c  That  Emmanuel  was  at  war  with. 
6  none  in  India  but  the  zamorin  of  Calicut,  and  the 

*  Arabians  of  Mecca;  from  whom  he  had  received  the 

*  greateft  indignities.'  The  fleet,  after  having  pro- 
ceeded a  little  Way  further,  met  with  a  mod  boifterous 
ftorm,     The  iliip  commanded  by  Sancius  Tovar,  wa$ 

driven 
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driven  upon  a  bank,  but  the  crew  and  cargo  were  fuved, 
Cabral  ordered  the  (hip  to  be  burnt,  that  it  might  he 
of  no  fervice  to  any  enemy  ;  but,  not  with  (landing  this 
precaution,  the  king  of  Mombaze,  by  divers,  and  the 
help  of  machines,  afterwards  found  means  to  draw  the 
cannons  out  of  the  water.  The  admiral  intended  to 
have  touched  at  the  port  of  Melinda,  but  the  wind 
pot  favouring  his  defign,  he  continued  his  courfe  to- 
wards Mozambique.  Here  he  repaired  and  victualled 
his  fleet  ;  and  having  given  Tovar  the  command  of 
another  fhip,  he  fent  him  to  examine  the  coail  of  Zo- 
fala,  whilft  he  himftlf,  with  the  reft  of  the  fleer,  failed 
homewards  with  all  expedition  ;  and,  after  having 
fuffered  much  hard  weather,  he  arrived  at  Lifoon  on 
the  31ft  day  of  July. 

Emmanuel  was  greatly  overjoyed  at  the  arrival  of 
Cabral*  though,  at  the*  fame  time,  his  joy  was  not  a 
little  damped  by  the  forrow  he  felt  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
many  brave  men,  partly  fwallowed  up  in  the  deep, 
and  partly  killed  in  a  cruel  and  villainous  manner. 
The  king,  fome  time  before  the  admiral  came  to  Lif- 
bon,  had  fent  another  fleet  to  India,  under  the  com- 
mand of  John  de  Nova,  a  very  gallant  gentleman.  It 
confided,  however,  only  of  three  fhips  •,  for  as  Em- 
manuel thought  that  the  fquadron  he  had  fent  with 
Cabral  the  foregoing  year,  would  be  ftrong  enough 
either  to  procure  a  peace,  or  to  carry  on  war  with  the 
zamorin  of  Calicut,  he  therefore  concluded,  that  this 
fmall  reinforcement  would  be  fufBcient.  But  when  he 
found  by  the  account  Cabral  gave,  to  what  dangers 
the  Port uguefe  had  been  expofed,  and  what  confpira- 
cies  had  been  formed  againft  them,  he  then  determined 
to  fend  out  a  much  larger  force.  Accordingly,  the 
following  year  he  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  ttu  fhips  for  In- 
dia, to  each  of  which  he  aftigned  brave  and  able  of- 
ficers, and  appointed  Vafco  de  Gama  admiral.  At 
the  fame  time  he  ordered  five  more  to  be  equipped, 
ihe  command  of  which  he  gave  to  Vincent  Sodre,  a 
man  of  great  courage,  whofe  inftrucYions  were  to  fcqur 
'    '  '  the 
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the  Indian  ocean,  and  to  feize  all  the  Arabian  fhips 
which  mould  fail  from  Mecca  to  India.  This  fleet  of 
fifteen  {hips  being  furnifhed  with  every  thing  neceflary 
for  the  voyage,  failed  from  rhe  port  of  Bethlem  on 
the  icth  of  February  ;  nor  did  he  think  this  force  al- 
together lufficient  to  carry  on  his  great  defigns  in  In- 
dia •,  for  food  after  he  ordered  five  more  to  be  got 
ready,  which  failed  from  Lifbon  on  the  fir  ft  of  April, 
and  fleered  the  fame  courier,  under  the  command  of 
Stephen  Gama,  firft  cotifin  of  Vafco. 

This  fame  year  queen  Mary  was  delivered  of  her 
fir  ft  fon.  The  day  on  which  he  was  born  was  made 
memorable  by  a  violent  ftorm,  fuch  as  the  oldeft  men 
living  did  not  remember  to  have  feen  the  like.  A 
gloomy  darknefs  feemed  to  cover  the  whole  face  of  the 
earth;  and  it  thundered  and  lightened  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  mod.  brave  and  intrepid  perfons  were 
filled  with  fear  and  confirmation.  Many  houfes  were 
beat  down,  trees  were  torn  up  by  the  violence  of  the 
hurricane  •,  whilfl  at  the  fame  time,  the  fall  of  rain, 
was  fo  great,  that  not  only  the  ftreets,  but  many  of  the 
houfes  were  filled  with  water.  When  the  temped 
e'eafed,  then  Emmanuel  and  his  people  re  fumed  their 
joy  for  the  birth  of  the  young  prince.  A  week  after- 
wards the  child  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  John : 
Pedro  Pafcal,  the  Venetian  ambafTador,  was  one  of 
the  fponfors  •,  this  gentleman  had  been  deputed  by  the 
Venetians,  to  return  Emmanuel  thanks  for  the  fleec 
fern  to  their  afliftance,  and  to  affure  his  majefty,  that 
the  fenate  and  people  of  Venice  would  always  retain  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  his  kindnefs.  The  king  conferred 
upon  him  the  honour  of  knighthood  with  his  own 
hands ;  and  at  his  departure,  loaded  him  with  many 
valuable  prefents.  Pafcal  being  charmed  with  this  ge- 
nerofity  of  Emmanuel,  when  he  returned  home  be- 
llowed the  higher!  encomiums  upon  him,  and  infpired 
all  the  Venetians  with  the  utmoft  love  and  refpect  for  his 
Portuguefe  majefty.  The  day  the  young  prince  was 
baptized,  the  palace  fuddenly  toqk  fire,  but  by  timely  af- 
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fiftance  it  was  foon  extinuifhed.  This  fame  year  Em- 
manuel tilted  out  another  fleer,  which  he  fent  to  the 
ftreio-hts  of  Gibraltar,  to  curb  the  infolence  of  the  Moors: 
but  They  performed  nothing  worthy  to  be  related. 

In  the  mean  while  John  de  Nova  proceeded  in  his 
voyage  with  very  favourable  weather.  Having  pafled 
the  Line,  he  difcovered  an  iOand  hitherto  unknown  to 
our  people  \  this  he  called  the  ifland  of  Conception. 
The  next  place  he  touched  at  was  AgUa  de  S.  Bias, 
where  he  propofed  to  water  the  fhips.  Hat  he  fpied 
nn  old  (hoe  hanging  upon  the  branches  of  a  tree, 
which,  as  he  concluded  it  muft  be  hung  there  for  fome 
particular  purpofe,  he  ordered  to  be  brought  to  him. 
It  contained  a  letter  wrote  by  Pedro  Ataide,  warning 
the  Portuguefe  who  mould  touch  at  that  place  in  their 
way  to  India,  '  To  beware  of  the  zamorin  of  Calicut, 

*  who  had  behaved  to  our  people  in  the  moft  cruel  and 

*  perfidious  manner;  and  endeavoured,  by  all  poiTible 
'  means,  to  bring  about  their  deft  ruction.'  When  Nova 
made  Quiloa,  he  found  one  of  the  exiles,  who  de- 
livered him  a  letter  from  Gabral,  much  to  the  fame 
effect.  At  Melinda  he  was  informed  by  the  king  of 
the  various  fchemes  and  plots  formed  againft  Cabral  by 
the  king  and  people  of  Calicut.  Thence  he  (leered  for 
Anchediva,  where  he  watered  his  fhips,  and  made  di- 
rectly for  Cananor,  The  king  received  him  with 
the  highefl  marks  of  friendfhip  and  hofpitality. 

Whilft  Nova  remained  at  this  place,  there  came  to 
him  GundifTalvo  Peixot,  a  Portuguefe,  who,  during 
the  tumult  in  which  Aires  Correa  was  (lain,  had  been 
moft  miraculoufly  faved  by  the  generous  protection  of 
one  Coje  Bequi,  who,  though  an  Arabian,  had  proved 
a  moft  excellent  friend  to  our  people.  This  Portu- 
guefe was  fent  by  order  of  the  zamorin  from  Calicut 
to  Nova,  to  fet  forth  to  him,  '  That  the  tumult  where- 
4  in  fo  many  of  the  Portuguefe  fuffered,  had  been 
f  raifed,  and  carried  on  by  an  enraged  multitude,  en- 

*  tirely  without  the  approbation,  or  even  knowledge  of 

*  his  majeliy,    who  defired  nothing  more  than  the  cul- 
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*  tivating  of  a  friendfhip  with  Emmanuel ;  and  that  ic 

*  would  give  him  the  higheft  pleafure  if  Nova  would 

*  come   to  Calicut,  where  he  promifed  he  mould  be 

*  treated  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  and  receive  fuch 

*  a  cargo  of  goods  as  would  enable  him   to  acquire 

*  the  riches  of  a  prince.'  Peixot  having  delivered  this 
mefTage  from  the  zamorin  to  Nova,  next  communi- 
cated to  him  the  private  inftructions  received  from  Co- 
je  Bequi,  who  advifed  the  admiral  '  not  to  give  the 

*  leail  faith  to  that   perfidious  prince-,  who,  he  faid, 

*  wanted  only  to  decoy  the  Portugude  into  his  power, 

*  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  deftroy  them  ; 

*  and  that  whoever  was  fo  foolifti  as  to  put  any  con- 
4  fidence  in  a  man  void  of  all  honour,  would  certainly 
c  fuffer  for  his  fimplicity.'  Nova  therefore  returned 
no  anfwer  to  the  zamorin  $  nor  did  Peixot  go  back  to 
Calicut. 

The  admiral,  after  having  flayed  a  fbort  time  at  Ca- 
nanor, proceeded  for  Cochin.  In  his  way  thither  he 
fell  in  with  a  fhip  from  Calicut,  which  having  taken, 
he  plundered  and  burnt :  foon  after  he  reached  the  har- 
bour of  Cochin.  His  arrival  there  was  matter  of  great 
joy  to  the  Portuguefe  in  that  place  •,  who  now  looked 
upon  themfelves  as  delivered  from  the  jaws  of  death  , 
for  notwithstanding  the  king  himfelf  behaved  to  them 
with  the  greatefl  humanity,  and  appointed  feveral  of 
his  nobles  as  tjieir  protectors,  yet  they  lived  in  the  ut- 
moft  danger  from  the  Arabians,  who  were  very  nu- 
merous in  that  city.  The  king  treated  Nova  with  the 
higheft  civility ;  and  in  every  refpect  acquitted  himfelf 
like  a  man  of  honour  and  probity. 

The  admiral  managed  all  his  affairs  at  Cochin  ac- 
cording to  his  wifhes  ;  and  having  almofl  loaded  his. 
lhips,  he  failed  back  to  Cananor  to  take  in  a  quantity, 
of  fpices,  which  were  accordingly  furnifhed  him  with 
great  civility  and  readinefs.  When  he  was.  about  to 
depart  from  thence,  the  king  of  Cananor,  informed 
him,  That  the  zamorin  of  Calicut  had  fitted  out  above 
89  vefiels,  which  were  to  be  ftaiioned  at  the  mouth  of 

the 
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the  harbour-,  fo  that  the  Portuguefe  fhips  being  thus 
blocked  up,  might  be  more  eafily  deflroyed:  he  there- 
fore advifed  Nova  to  advance  nearer  to  the  fhore,  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  atfift  him  with  his  land  forces ; 
for  he  could  not  conceive  that  four  fhips  could  ftand 
before  fuch  a  powerful  fleet.  Nova  returned  the  king 
thanks  for  this  new  inftance  of  his  friend  (hip,  and  bid 
him  not  be  uneafy  about  the  fate  of  our  people.  He 
faid,  he  put  his  truft  in  the  Almighty  God,  and  re- 
lying upon  his  divine  protection,  would  not  be  afraid 
to  encounter  the  mod  formidable  enemy. 

Nova  next  day  defcriecl  the  fleet  from  Calicut,  con- 
fiding of  above  ioo  fhips,  in  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour :  he  difpoled  his  fhips  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
they  might  be  able  to  ufe  all  their  guns  at  once.  He 
charged  the  officers  by  all  means  to  beware  of  coming 
to  clofe  quarters  with  fo  numerous  an  enemy  •,  for  their 
fafety  was  chiefly  placed  in  obferving  this  precaution. 
He  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  managed  lb  as  to  make 
a  continual  difcharge  upon  the  enemy  j  for  if  the  firing 
fhould  ceafe  at  any  time,  he  forefaw  the  Portuguefe 
muft  fall  into  the  moll  imminent  danger.  Thefe  or- 
ders were  accordingly  executed  with  the  utmoft  exact* 
nefs  5  and  our  people,  with  great  brisknefs  and  emula- 
tion, continued  playing  their  cannon  till  fun-fet.  There 
were  killed  417  of  the  enemy,  befides  a  great  many 
wounded ;  and  fome  of  their  fhips  were  funk,  whilft 
the  Portuguefe  fuitained  no  lofs.  The  enemy  hoifted 
an  enfign  of  peaces  Nova  fufpecting  this  might  be 
fome  flratagern,  ordered  the  attack  to  be  renewed. 
They  lent  an  Arabian  to  the  admiral,  defiring  a  truce 
for  that  night.  Nova  anfwered,  he  would  grant  their 
requeft,  on  condition  they  fhould  immediately  remove 
their  fhips  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  al- 
low him  a  free  paflage.  The  enemy  very  readily  com- 
plied with  this  demand  ;  and  Nova  having  failed  out' 
of  the  bay,  the  two  fleets  lay  at  anchor  near  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour,  at  a  little  diflance  from  each  other. 
The  Calicutians,  however,    not  regarding  the  truce, 

ict 
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let  down  fome  pcrfons  into  the  fea,  who  were  to  fwim 
to  the  Ponuguefe  (hips,  and  try  to  cut  the  ca- 
bles:  they  difpatched,  at  the  fame  time,  a  number  of 
boats,  with  feveral  men  aboard,  who,  as  foon  as  this 
was  compleated,  were  to  throw  lighted  torches  into  the 
fhips.  But  this  villainous  contrivance,  which  might 
have  been  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences, 
was  happily  difcovered,  and  fruflrated  by  the  vigilance 
and  afliduity  of  our  people.  The  enemy  feeing  they 
could  not  gain  their  ends  by  open  force,  nor  fecret 
cunning,  weighed  anchor,  and  with  crouded  fails, 
flood  away  for  Calicut. 

Nova  being  thus  happily  delivered  from  fuch  threa- 
tening danger,  without  any  further  delay,  proceeded 
on  *his  voyage  homewards.  When  he  had  failed  a 
little  way,  he  met  with  a  fhip  of  Calicut,  which  he 
plundered  and  burnt :  he  then  continued  his  courfe, 
and  had  a  very  quick  and  eafy  pafTage  to  the  Cape. 
Some  time  after  he  turned  ir,  he  difcovered  a  little 
iiland  lying  in  15  degrees  fouth  latitude,  to  which  he 
gave  the,  name  of  St.  Helena.  This  ifland  (landing 
by  itlclf  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  vaft  ocean,  feems,  as  if 
it  were  to  have  been  placed  there  by  Providence,  for 
the  reception  and  fhelter  of  weather-beaten  (hips  in 
their  return  from  an  Indian  voyage.  There  are  many 
delightful  rivers  in  this  place.  It  is  covered  with  fine 
trees,  and  the  air  is  temperate  and  healthy  :  and  after 
it  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  (which  we  mall  take 
notice  of  afterwards)  ;t  abounded  in  all  kind  of  cattle, 
and  the  foil  produced  plenty  of  all  forts  of  fruits  and 
refrefhing  herbs.  It  is  now  rendered  the  mod  ufeful 
fpot  for  our  people  who  trade  to  India.  Here  they  al- 
ways take  in  wood  and  water  for  their  (hips,  where 
they  may  likewife  have  the  diverfions  of  Billing  and 
hunting,  and  lay  in  a  fupply  of  provifions.  Nova 
having  departed  from  St.  Helena,  fet  out  for  Portugal; 
where,  after  a  very  favourable  and  eafy  voyage,  he 
arrived  on  the  nth  day  of  September  1502,  to  the 
great  joy  of  Emmanuel  and  all  his  people. 

Emmanuel 
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Emmanuel  this  year  fet  out  for  Compoftella,  to  per- 
form certain  religious  vows  at  the  fepiilchre  of  St. 
Diego.  When  he  came  to  Coimbra,  he  took  a  view 
of  the  tomb  of  Alphonfo,  that  religious  and  invincible 
prince,  who  had  driven  the  Moors  out  of  Portugal ; 
he  ordered  it  to  be  pulled  down,  and  rebuilt  in  a  moft 
magnificent  manner.  He  took  care  likewife,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  king  John,  a  very  grand  tomb 
fhould  be  erected  in  honour  of  Pantaleon,  a  moft  de- 
vout perfon,  who  had  died  a  martyr  for  the  Chriftian 
religion :  wherever  he  went,  he  behaved  Jike  a  cha- 
ritable, juft,  religious,  and  bountiful  prince;  providing 
for  widows  and  orphans,  .enriching  the  churches  with 
many  valuable  prefents,  and  making  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  great,  and  punifhing  crimes  which  till 
then  had  elcaped  with  impunity.  He  ftayed  three 
days  at  Compoftella,  where  he  performed  his  religious 
vews  with  the  utmoft  fanctity.  He  adorned  the  church 
with  a  filver  lamp  of  the  moft  curious  workmanfhip; 
which  he  ordered  to  be  hung  up,  and  to  burn  there 
continually.  He  then  fet  out  again  for  Lifbon :  his 
arrival  there  fpread  a  general  joy  amongft  all  the  in- 
habitants, who  looked  upon  themfelves  as  unhappy  in 
his  abfence. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing  year  *,  he  refumed 
his  defign  of  carrying  over  an  army  to  Africa  againft  the 
Moors,  and  heading  it  himfelf;  but  he  was  diverted 
from  this  enterprize  by  a  great  calamity  which  came 
upon  his  people.  In  the  beginning  of  the  fpring  there 
fell  fuch  vaft  quantities  of  rain  as  had  rotted  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  corn.  The  price  of  provifions  rofe  con- 
fiderably,  and  the  famine  at  laft  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  not  only  the  poor,  but  alfb  the  rich  were 
greatly  diftrelTed  with  ir.  They  were  obliged  to  pull  up 
the  roots  of  herbs,  and  for  the  fupport  of  life  to  eat 
many  things  which  they  had  never  before  tafted.  The 
food  which  they  were  neceflltated  to  live  upon,  and  the 
infection  of  the  air,  brought  upon  them  many  grievous 
*  1503. 
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and  unufual  diftempers.  Emmanuel  being  thus  forced 
to  quit  his  African  expedition,  now  turned  his  whole 
thoughts  upon  relieving  the  diftrefsof  his  fubjects.  He 
lent  to  France  and  Britain,  and  imported  from  thence 
vaft  quantities  of"  corn,  arid  by  this  means  quickly 
iiipplied  the  nece  (Titles  of  his  kingdom. 

He  difpatched  this  year  fix  more  fhips  for  India, 
three  of  which  were  under  the  command  of  Alphonfo 
Albuquerque,  and  the  other  three  under  Francis  Albu'^ 
querque,  fir  ft  coufln  to  the  former.  He  difpatched 
like  wife  another  fleet,  the  Command  of  which  he 
gave  to  GundiiTalvo  Cce!o,  who  was  to  go  2nd  take  A 
further  furvey  of  the  people  and  country  of  Brafil, 
difcovcred  by  Gabral  •,  but  Ccelo  being  unacquainted 
with  the  navigation  oil  that  coaft,  loft  four  of  his 
fhips  upon  the  (helves;  and  returned  home  with  tw6 
Only  loaded  chiefly  with  red -wood,  (of  which  there  is 
vaft  plenty  in  this  country)  together  with  a  great  ma- 
ny parrots  and  monkeys. 

The  king  fent  this  fame  year  tvvo  fhips  towards  trie 
north,  to  try  if  they  could  learn  any  thing  of  the  fatfc 
of  two  noblemen,  who  were  brothers,  and  fuppofed 
to  have  been  loft,  or  forcibly  detained  in  thefe  parts. 
The  affair  happened  in  this  manner :  Jafper  Corterega), 
a  nobleman  of  great  courage,  fired  with  thirft  after  glo- 
ry, and  being  defirous  of  perpetuating  his  fame  by  forrie 
memorable  exploit,    formed  a  defign  of   difcovering 
ibme  unknown  country.     But  as  almoft  all  the  places 
towards  the  footh  had  been  already  found  Out  by  the 
Portuguese,  he  therefore  refolved  to  make  a  fearch  to- 
wards the  north.     For  this  purpofe  he  fitted   out  a 
fhip  at  his  own  expence,  which  he  furnifhed  with  pro- 
vilions,  and  mann'd  with  a  fufficient  number  of  fol- 
diers  and  failors.     He  fet  out  from  Lifbon  in  the  yea^r 
1 500,  and  came  at  length  in  fight  of  a  country,  which, 
from   the  beautiful  verdure  of  the  place,  Was  called 
Greenland.     The  inhabitants  were  barbarous  and  un- 
civilized.    Their  complexion   white  ;  which  by   ag<% 
and  the  excefTive  coldnefs  of  the  climate^  is  by  degrees 

changed 
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changed  into  a  brown  colour.  They  are  furprifingly 
fwift,  very  expert  in  archery,  and  the  arrows  they  life 
being  hardened  in  the  fire,  will  wound  as  deep  as  thofe 
poin:ed  with  fteel.  They  cloath  themfelves  with  th  e 
fkins  of  beaits,  living  in  caves  or  little  huts  covered 
with  ftraw.  They  have  no  religion,  though,  at  the 
fame  time,  they  are  great  obfervers  of  augury.  They 
take  wives  in  marriage,  but  being  of  a  jealous  dif- 
jpofition,  are  extremely  diftruftful  of  their  honour  and 
chaftity.  This  was  the  account  which  Corteregal  gave 
of  that  people,  on  his  return  to  Portugal.  Being  full 
of  hopes  that  he  mould  make  dill  further  difcoveries 
on  that  coaft,  he  fet  out  on  his  fecond  voyage  in  the 
year  1501,  but  never  returned  ;  nor  could  it  ever  be 
known  what  became  of  him.  His  brother  Michael, 
who  had  a  confiderable  place  under  king  Emmanuel, 
being  moved  with  a  deep  concern  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
near  a  relation,  was  refolved  to  make  fome  inquiry  af- 
ter him  •,  and  accordingly  fet  out  the  next  year,  with 
two  fhips,  for  the  fame  country.  This  gentleman  fuf- 
fercd  the  like  fate  ;  for  he  was  never  more  head  of. 
The  king  was  extremely  affected  with  the  lofs  of  two 
noblemen  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  worth,  and  made  all 
poffible  inquiry  after  them;  but  the  fhips  which  he  fent 
for  that  purpofe,  returned  without  being  able  to  learn 
any  thing  concerning  thefe  unhappy  perfons.  There 
was  a  third  brother  furviving,  Vafco  John  Corteregal, 
who  entertaining  fome  hopes  that  his  brotheis  might 
be  {till  alive,  wanted  to  undertake  the  fame  voyage  ; 
but  his  majtfty  would  not  permit  him  to  go,  left  he 
too  might  meet  the  like  unhappy  fate. 

Emmanuel  this  year  fummoned  a  general  council  of 
his  people,  that  they  mighr,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
had  been  done  in  Spain,  take  the  oaths  of  allegance 
to  John  his  lawful  heir.  This  was  accordingly  done 
With  the  grea-eft  unanimity-,  there  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  enacted  many  wife  and  falutary  laws'-,  and  the 
council  granted  the  king  a  certain  fu'm  of  money,  to 
defray  the  expencei  of  his  expedition  to  Africa.. 

Vol.  I.  K  In 


130  The  History  of  Book  It. 

In  the  mean*while,  Gama  having  doubled  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  divided  his  fleet.  He  gave  eleven  (hips  to 
Sod  re,  with  orders  to  proceed  for  Mozambique,  there 
to  wait  his  arrival.  He  himfelf  with  four,  went  for 
the  coaft  of  Zofala,  to  examine  the  nature  and  fitua- 
tion  of  that  country.  Here  he  was  received  by  theprince 
of  that  country  in  the  mod  friendly  manner,  and  a  league 
of  friend  (hip  was  accordingly  fettled.  In  his  return  from 
thence,  one  of  his  mips  was  ftranded  on  the  (helves  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bay,  but  the  crew  were  happily 
faved,  and  all  the  goods  unloaded  into  other  mips. 
He  then  proceeded  to  Mozambique,  and  had  a  very 
friendly  conference  with  the  prince  of  that  place  ;  for 
he  who  had  been  at  variance  with  our  people  being 
now  dead,  his  fuccefTor  had  conceived  a  great  liking  to 
the  Portuguefe,  and  treated  Gama  in  the  mod  refpect- 
flil  manner. 

Gama  being  provided  with  one  of  the  Portuguefe  ca- 
ravels,intended  that  it  mould  fcour  that  coaft,  and  do  all 
pofiible  damage  to  the  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  name  i 
he  now  failed  for  Quiloa  with  all  the  mips.     Whilft  he 
was  at  this  place,  Stephen  Gama  arrived  there  with  the 
five  mips  under  his  command  ;  fo  that  the  whole  fleet 
amounted  now  to  19  fail  of  mips :  befides,  there  was 
another  commanded  by  Antonio  de  Campo,  but  (he 
had   been   feparated   from  the  reft  by  hard  weather. 
Ibrahim  king  of  Quiloa,  frightened  with  the  fight  of 
fo  formidable  a  fleet,  came  to  Gama  in  the  moil  fup- 
pliant  manner.  Gama  put  him  in  fetters,  upon  account 
of  the  ill  treatment  our  people  had  received  from  him. 
However,  he  foon  fet  him  at  liberty  again,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  fhould  pay  a  certain  quantity  of  gold, 
as  an  annual  tribute  to  Emmanuel.     The  king,  as  a 
pledge  of  his  performing  this  agreement,  delivered  for 
a  hoftage  one  Mahomed  Anconi,  a  man  of  great  au- 
thority, and  next  in  dignity  to  the  king  himfelf.     Ibra- 
him was  a  prince  of  great  wickednefs  and  injuftice; 
he  had  paved  his  way  to  the  crown  by  the  murder  of 
his  predeceffor.     His  own  perverfe  difpofition  made 

him 
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"nim  diftruftful  of  ethers  •,  he  was  fufpicious  of  every 
one,  but  efpecially  of  thofe  whom  he  obferved  to  be 
men  of  genius  and  abilities  •,  he  had  for  a  confiderable 
time  very  much  hated  Mahomed  ;  this,  however,  he 
had  concealed  under  an  appearance  of  friendfhip.  Now 
a  favourable  opportunity  feemed '  to  prefect  itftlf  for 
his  getting  rid  of  this  obnoxious  perfon  -,  he  therefore 
refolved  not  to  pay  the  tribute,  thinking  that  Gama, 
being  provoked  by  this  breach  of  faith,  would  facrifice 
the  hoftage.  Mahomed  having  at  la  ft  feen  through 
this  artifice,  difcovered  the  villainous  behaviour  of  his 
mailer  to  Gama  ;  and  having  paid  the  tribute  out  of 
his  own  fortune,  was  then  kt  at  liberty.  Gama  failed 
next  for  Melinda,  but  thefe  feas  being  (welled  to  a  great 
degree,  and  the  winds  exceiTively  high,  he  could  not 
make  that  port  -,  however,  he  came  to  anchor  in  a  bay 
about  30  miles  from  thence.  Whilft  the  fleet  remain- 
ed here,  the  king  of  Melinda  fent  Leodovick  Moore, 
one  of  the  exiles  left  by  Cabral,  to  congratulate  our 
people,  and  to  offer  his  majefty's  fervice  in  any  thing 
they  warned. 

Gama  having  watered  and  victualled  his  (hips,  con- 
tinued his  courfe  for  India.  When  he  had  nigh 
finifhed  his  voyage,he  fpied  a  large  fhip,  which  was  fur- 
nished with  every  thing  neceflary  to  enable  her  to  make 
a  (lout  refiftance.  This  (hip  belonged  to  die  fultan 
of  Egypt  i  (he  came  from  Calicut,  loaded  with  gin- 
ger, (pices,  and  cinnamon,  with  a  great  many  other 
valuable.commodir.ies  -,  and  was  bound  for  Mecca,  hav- 
ing aboard  feveral  pafTengers  of  diftincYion,  who  were 
going  as  pilgrims  to  vifit  the  fepulchre  of  Mahomet. 
Gama  ^  directly  engaged  her -3  but  the  Arabians  and 
Egytians  oppofed  him  with  much  more  vigour  than  he 
expected  :  they  fought  with  fuch  obdinacy,  that  the 
engagement  continued  till  the  beginning  ot  next  day, 
when  the  whole  Portuguefe  Meet  fa  upon  this  fingle 
(hip  ;  being  refolved,  however,  not  to  fink  her  till  (he 
was  tirft  plundered, .  The  enemy  feeing  they  mud  pe- 
filh,  were  refolved  cq  fell  their  lives  at  the  deleft  rate. 
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The  Portuguefe  having  at  laft  boarded  them,  put  to 
the  {word  above  300  men,  faving  only  the  children  : 
they  took  a  confiderable  booty,  and  afterwards  burnt 
the  fhip.  Gama  then  fleered  for  Cananor,  where  he 
landed  the  embafiador  whom  the  king  had  fent  to  Por- 
tugal :  he  at  the  lame  time  fent  aflbore  the  prefents 
from  Emmanuel,  which  his  majefty  received  with  the 
higheft  marks  of  fatisfaclion. 

The  admiral  failed  next  for  Calicut.  In  his  way 
he  took  fome  vefTels,  wherein  there  were  about  fifty 
citizens  of  Calicut,  whom  he  put  in  irons.  He  an- 
chored in  (he  harbour  with  all  his  fhips.  Whilft  our 
people  lay  here,  an  Arabian  came  to  them,  in  the  ha- 
bit of  a  Francifcan.  This  man  being  brought  before 
Gam%  owned  that  he  was  a  Mahometan,  and  had 
dreffed  himftlf  in  that  manner,  thinking  by  this  means 
he  fhould  be  more  eafily  admitted  by  the  Portuguefe. 
The  drefs  which  he  wore  had  belonged  to  one  of 
thofe  Friars  who  had  been  ki!lrd  at  the  time  when 
Correa  was.     He  told  Gama,  i  That  the  zamorin  of 

*  Calicut  was  (till  follicitous  of  cultivating  a  friend- 
c  fhip  with  the  Portugefe,  and  highly  incenfed  at  the 
1  Arabians,  who,  in  contempt  of  his  authority,  had 
c  acted  fo  ba'e  a  part  rowards  our  people.*  To  this 
the  admiral  replied,  c  That  he  was  far  from  being  a- 

*  verfe  to  peace  and  amity  ;    on  the  contrary,  it  was 

*  the   exprefs   orders   of    his    royal    matter,    if    pof- 

*  fible,    to  make  a  friend 'y  league   with  the  people 

*  of  Calicut.     But  before  he  would    enter   into    any 

*  terms  of  friendfhip,  as   a   proof  of  the   zamorin's 

*  fincerity,  he  infilled   that  an  immediate  reftitution 

*  fhould  be  made  of  all  the  Portuguefe  ctrecls.'  Mtf- 
fengers  were  accordingly  fent  backwards  and  forwards 
for  feveral  days,  in  order  to  bring  things  ro  a  friendly 
accommodation.  But  nothing  was  done  ;  for  in  fhort 
the  zamorin  made  only  promifes,  without  any  real  in- 
tentions of  friendfhip.  Gama,  having  perceived  his 
cunning  and  dilTimulation,  declared,  that,  if  the  goods 
which  had  been  taken  from  our  people,  were  not  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  reftored,  he  would,  in  revenge  of  Correa's 
murder,  put  to  death  all  the  Calicutians  whom  he  had 
in  irons.  The  zamorin  returned  no  anfwer  to  this 
threatning  mtflage.  Gama  then,  hurried  on  by  refent- 
ment,  hanged  all  the  prifoners,  and  having  cut  off 
their  hands  and  feet,  ordered  their  bodies  to  be  put 
into  one  of  the  Indian  vefPels,  together  with  a  letter 
to  the  zamorin,  wherein  he  denounced  war  againft 
him  and  all  his  people.  This  veflfel,  according  to  his 
orders,  was  towed  afhore  by  his  men.  The  zamoiin, 
when  he  received  this  fevere  letter,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  faw  the  mangled  bodies  of  his  fubjects,  was  thrown 
almoft  into  diffraction,  and  there  was  a  univerfal  grief 
and  confirmation.  Gama  next  morning,  by  break  of 
day,  moved  his  fleet  near  to  the  fhore,  and  levelled 
his  cannon  at  th%  city.  He  laid  in  ruins  many  pub- 
lic as  well  as  private  buildings,  and  killed  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants.  The  admiral  then  fleered  for 
Cochin,  having  left  Vincent  Sodre,  with  fix  (hips,  to 
cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Calicut. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Cochin,  the  Ponuguefe  who 
had  remained  there,  immediately  waited  upon  him. 
They  beftowed  the  higheft  encomiums  upon  the  prince 
of  that  place,  who  had  treated  them  with  the  higheft 
marks  of  friendfhip,  and  with  the  utmoft  vigilance  de- 
fended them  againft  all  the  plots  and  ftratagems  of  the 
Arabians.  A  perfon  of  great  diftinclion  came  in  his 
majefty's  name  to  welcome  the  admiral.  Gama  re- 
ceived him  in  the  m  <ft  courteous  manner,  and  told 
him,  that  he  fhould  be  extremely  glad  next  day  to 
have  a  meeting  with  the  king,  being  defirous  as  foon 
as  pofiVole  to  deliver  his  inftruclions  from  Emmanuel: 
at  the  fame  time,  he  fent  his  majefty  a  golden  crown, 
and  feveral  other  valuable  prefents  from  the  king  of 
Portugal.  The  prince  of  Cochin,  in  his  turn,  was  re^ 
folved  not  to  be  outdone  in  liberality.  He  fent  to 
Gama  a  very  large  jewel,  and  two  bracelets  fet  with 
precious  ftones  :  thefc  he  defired,  in  his  name,  to  be 
prefenred  to  Emmanuel.     Next  day  the  admiral  had 
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a  conference  with  his  majefty,  wherein  they  expreffed 
their  friend  (hip  for  each  other  in  the  mod  affectionate 
terms.  A  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  our  people  at 
Cochin,  deputies  came  to  Gama  from  the  Chriftianr.  in- 
habiting the  city  of  Crar.ganor:  they  faid,  c  They  could 

*  not  render  fufficient  thanks  to  almighty  God  for  fuch 
c  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  his  goodnefs,  in  fend- 
c  ing  fuch  illul'tiious  Chriftians  into  thefe  parts  from 
'  countries  fo  remote:  that  they  would  henceforth  ac- 
'  knowledge  Emmanuel  for  their  fovereign :  therefore 

*  they  entreated  Gama  to  take  them    nuder  his    pro- 

*  tection,  in  the  name  of  that  religious  and  invincible 

*  prince.'  Gama  received  thefe  men  in  the  kindeft 
manner  •,  and  affined  them  he  would  ufe  his  utmoff 
intereft,  that  they  mould  have  the  protection  of  the 
Poitu.guefe  admirals  who  came  afterwards  upon  thefe 
coafts.  Thefe  deputies  being  difmiffed,  the  admiral 
then  kt  about  loading  the  fhips  with  all  expedition. 

In  the  mean  whi'e  a  Bramin  from  Calicut  came  to 
Gama  with  two  youths,  the  one  his  fon,  the  other  a 
very  near  relation.  He  recjuefted  of  the  admiral  to 
carry  them  to  Portugal,  that  they  might  be  inftructed 
in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  educated  in  the  Chriflian  re- 
ligion. Gama  accordingly  complied  with  his  requeft. 
But  the  bramin,  when  hp  had  ii.finuated  him felf  into  trie, 
confidence  and  familiarity  of  Gama  then  difcovered  to 
him  what  he  was  at  firft  afraid  to  declare,  '  That  he 
c  had  been  lent  by  the  zamorin  of  Calicur,  who  de~ 
?  fired   nothing  fo    much  as  to  eftabiifh  a  friend  (hip 

*  with  our  people:  that  his  majefty  was  not  only  ready 

*  to  reftore  the  Portuguefe  effects,  but  would  alfo  do 
4  them  all  the  friendly  offices  in  his  power  :  that  he 
e  carneftly  entreated  Gama  to  forget  all  pad  injuries,  and 
'  to  accept  of  his  proffered  amity  :    that  if  the   Portti- 

*  guefe  wanted  fpices,  or  any  kind  of  Indian  commo- 
c  diries,  they  could  not  have  any  where  fuch  a  plenty, 
c  or  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  at  Calicut :  and  if  the  ad- 
c  miral  would  return  thither,  everything  mould  bs  kt- 
1  tied  agreeable  to  his  wim.es  or  highefl  expectations.' 

Gama 
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Gama    was  refolved  to  make  another  tryal  of  the 
zamorin's  fincerity.     Accordingly  he  gave  the  com- 
mand of  the   fleet  in  his  abfence  to   Stephen  Gama, 
with  whom  he,  at  the  fame  time  left  the  bramin,  as  a 
hoftage,  then  he  failed  for  Calicut  with  two  fhips  only. 
As  foon  as  he  reached  that  port,  he  difpatched  the  two 
youths  afhore,  who  went  backwards  and  forwards  with 
articles  of  peace  betwixt  Gama  and   the  zamorin :  but 
the  latter  (till  a&ed  with  his  ufual  diflimulation.  Being 
of  himfelf  void  of  all  honour,  and  fickle  in  his  difpofition, 
he  was  again  influenced  by  the  repeated  importunities 
of  the  Arabs :  at  the  fame  time  he  entertained  a  con* 
temptible  opinion  of  the  force  which  Gama  then  had, 
and  thought  he  had  now  an  opportunity  of  cutting  him 
off.     Accordingly  with  great  fecrecy  and  expedition  he 
fitted  out  thirty  four  vefTeh,  which  fell  upon  Gama's 
fhip  with  vaft  fury.     The  admiral  being  alarmed  with 
this  fudden  fhock,  ordered  his  anchor  cables  to  be  cut, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  away  from  the  enemy,  in 
the  utmoft  hurry.     He  was  in  this  critical   fituation, 
when,  by  the  greateft  providence,  an  eaftern  gale  of 
wind  fprung  up,  which  foon  carried  him  out  of  fight 
of  land.     The  enemy  neverthelefs  purfued  him  in  full 
fail ;  and  had    almofl:   come   up  with  his   fhip  when 
Soder  appeared  with  the   fleet   under  his  command  ; 
for  Gama  being  apprehenfive  that  the  zamorin  might 
be  hatching  fome   mifchief,  though  he  did  not   ima- 
gine it  could  be  fo  foon  put  in  execution,   had   dif- 
patched one  of  his  mips  to  haften  Soder   to  Calicut. 
Having  now  a  fufficient   force  to  contend    with   the 
enemy,  he  made  a  brifk  attack  upon  their  fleet.     He 
killed  many  of  their  men,  and  funk  feveral  of  their 
fhips  the  remainder  of  which,   in  a  torn  and  fhatter'd 
condition  flood  away  for  Calicut.     Gama  upon  his  re- 
turn to  Cochin,  ordered  the  bramin  to  be  hanged.    The 
two  youths  made  their  efcape,  having  gone  afhore  be- 
fore this   villainous   fcheme    aguinil   our    people   was 
CJiftQYcred. 

K  4  When 
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When  the  zamorin  faw  he  could  not  accomplifh  his 
defigns  by  ftratagem  nor  force,  he  had  recourfe  to  ano- 
ther expedient.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Cochin, 
earneftly  dcfiring  of  him  to  deliver  up  the  Portuguefe. 
He  endeavoured  to  prompt  him  to  this  wicked nefs  by 
the  largeft  promifes,  and  at  the  fame  t:me  threatning 
him,  in  the  mod  menacing  manner,  if  he  refufed  to. 
comply.  But  the  king  of  Cochin  returned  for  anfwer, 
4  That  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  how  a  monarch  of 

*  his   dignity  could  entertain   fo  mean  a  thought,  as 

*  that  of  folliciting  another  to  be  guilty  of  the  greateft 

*  treachery  -,  for  would  it  not  be  the  higheft  breach  of 
''duty  in  a  prince  to  violate  his  faith,  and  bafely  to 
4  betray  thofe  who  had  come  under  his  protection. 
4  As  there  could  be  no  greater  ornament  to.  a,  crown, 

*  than  a  firm  adherence  to  honour,  fo  likewife  there 
4  was  nothing  (o  great  a  (lain    to  royalty  as  perfidiouf- 

*  nefs.     By  the   former  g'ory  was  procured,    by   the 

*  latter,    everlafling  infamy.     Therefore  he  did    not 

*  account  that  man  to  be  a  king,  who  violated  the 
4  laws  of  faith :  for  that  it  wao  not  extent  of  power  or 
'  authority,  but  virtue  worthy  of  that  power  which 
4  made  the  true  prince.  As  for  his  part,  he  would 
4  preierve  his  faith  unviolated  towards  the  Portuguefe. 
4  This  he  was  nfolved  to  do,  even  though  he  was  fare 
4  for  that  reafen  to  lofe  his  crown  or  life  itfelf ;  for 
4  theie  was  no  power  nor  piealure  in  life  fo  agreeable  to 
4  him,  as  the  conferoufntfs  of  having  acled  with  inte- 
4  griiy.'  The  zamorin  neverthelefs  ftill  urged  him, 
and  wrote  three  menacing  letters  to  that  purpofe. 
But  the  prince  of  Cochin  remained  firm  in  his  honeft 
resolution.  He  did  nor,  however,  at  firlt  communicate 
thefe  things  to  Gama,  left  it  might  fill  his  mind  with 
iufpicion.  But  after  he  had  fo  much  refilled  thefe  im- 
portunities, that  the  zamorin  gave  over  writing,  and 
feemed  to  have  loft  all  hopes  of  bringing  him  over  to 
his  perfidious  meafure<:,  then  he  difccv.red  to  Gama 
the  arts  which  had  been  ufed  in  order  to  corrupt  his 
fidelity.    The  admiral  returned  thanks  to  this  kind  and 

faithful 
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faithful  prince,  and  at  the  fame  time  bid  him  not  be 
afraid  of  the  zamorin's  threats ;  for  that  he  would  take 
care  to  leave  fuch  a  fleet  in  Indi3,  as  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  protect  him  from  the  infolence  of  that  per- 
fidious monarch. 

Gama  then  (leered  for  Cananor  with  thirteen  loaded 
fhips,  to  take  in  company  three  more,  lying  in  tha: 
port  till  they  received  thtir  lading.  But  when  he  was 
about  two  miles  from  Pandarene,  he  law  twenty  nine 
mips  fitted  out  by  thezamorin  todeftroy  the  Portuguefe. 
A  council  of  war  being  held,  it  was  unani  noufly  re- 
folved  to  engage  them.  Vincent  Sodre,  Pedro  Ra- 
phael and  Diego  Petreio,  whofe  fhips  were  leaft  loaded* 
being  placed  in  the  firft  line,  were  ordered  to  begin 
the  engagement.  Theyf  accordingly  executed  their 
orders  with  uncommon  refolution,  and  attacked  two 
Arabian  fhips  which  advanced  before  the  enemy.  Thole 
who  were  aboard  being  (truck  with  a  panick,  threw 
themfelves  headlong  into  the  fea,  and  endeavoured  to 
fave  themfelves  by  fwimming.  The  Portuguefe  imme- 
diately jumped  into  their  long  boats,  and  killed  above 
three  hundred  of  the  enemy  in  the  water.  The  reft 
of  the  Calicutian  fleet,  when  they  faw  thefe  two  fhips 
taken,  and  the  men  killed,  tacked  about  and  made  to 
tfre  fhore,  in  the  utmoft  confternarion.  Gama  purlued 
them,  but  his  fleet  being  heavy  loaded,  could  not 
overtake  them.  Our  people  plundered  the  Arabian 
(hips,  and  found  aboard  a  confiderable  booty,  amongft 
which  there  was  a  golden  idol,  in  the  (liape  of  fome 
monfter,  weighing  forty  pounds.  Inflead  of  eyes  ic 
had  two  very  valuable  emeralds  ;  it  was  covered  with 
an  embroidered  cloak  fet  with  jewe's  ;  and  on  the  breaft 
there  was  a  mining  ruby  of  the  mod  uncommon  fize. 
The  two  (hips  being  unloaded,  Gama  ordered  them  to 
be  burnt  in  fight  of  the  enemy  ;  then  he  proceeded  for 
Cananor,  where  he  entered  into  a  league.  In  this  it 
was  exprefled,  '  That  the  king  of  Cananor  mould  ne~ 
t  ver  wage  war  with  the  king  of  Cochin,  nor  at  any 
l  time  make  an   alliance  with,  or  affift  the  zamorin 

*  again  ft 
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*  againft  that  prince.'  He  likewifc  left  here  fome  Portu- 
guefe,  whom  he  committed  to  his  maje fly's  care.  And 
for  the  protection  of  thefe  princes  he  ordered  fix  (hips 
to  remain  on  thefe  eoafts,  under  the  command  of 
Vincent  Sodre:  but  if  no  hoftiJities  were  attempted  by 
the  zamorin  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  Sodre  was  then 
to  fail  towards  the  mouth  of  the  red  fea,  and  annoy 
the  Arabians  as  much  as  poftible. 

Things  being  thus  fettled,  the  admiral  fct  fail  from 
Cananor  on  the  28th  of  December  1502.  In  his  way 
homewards  he  touched  at  Mozambique,  where  he 
watered  and  victualled  his  fleet.  When  he  was  near 
the  cape,  a  ftorm  arofe,  which  feparated  Stephen  Gama's 
ihip  from  the  fleer,  and  obliged  him  to  fleer  a  different 
courfe.  The  admiral  had  a  profperous  voyage  from 
the  Cape,  and  reached  the  port  of  Lifbon  the  firfl  of 
Seprember  1503,  with  twelve  fhips  richly  loaded. 
His  arrival  was  not  only  agreeable  to  Emmanuel,  but 
alfo  fpread  a  general  joy  amongft  the  nobility  and  the 
whole  people.  Six  days  afterwards  Stephen  Gama, 
with  the  like  good  fortune,  came  into  the  fame  har- 
bour. 

In  the  mean  while  the  following  exploits  were  per- 
formed in  Africa.  There  is  a  town  named  AlcafTar- 
Quiver  in  hez,  not  far  from  the  freights  of  Gibraltar, 
(landing  upon  the  Licus.  This  river  of  itfelf  is  not 
large,  though  jt  is  often  fo  fwelled  by  the  rains,  that 
it  overflows  the  whole  town.  The  city  is  faid  to  have 
been  founded  by  Almar.zor  emperor  of  Morocco,  who. 
had  the  office  of  king  and  high-prieft,  like  thofe  to 
whom  the  Mahometan  Arabians  give  the  title  of  ca- 
liph. The  inhabitants  are  without  the  convenience  of 
fprings  and  wells,  having  nothing  but  the  rain  or  the 
river  water,  which  they  keep  in  citterns.  The  city, 
however,  was  well  peopled,  being  inhabited  by  many 
merchants  as  well  as  nobility.  It  was  a  feat  of  learning 
and  politenefs,  fo  that  many  reforted  to  this  place  for 
the  lake  of  imDroving  themfclves  in  all  manner  of  li- 
terature.     There  was  likewiie  a  famous  hofpital  here, 
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where  great  numbers  of  Tick  were  cured  of  various 
diftempers.  The  adjacent  country  is  covered  with 
trees  and  abounds  with  all  manner  of  herbs,  and  is 
adorned  with  beautiful  garden3,and  the  foil  is  extremely- 
rich  and  fertile. 

After  Arzila  had  been  taken  by  the  bravery  and 
good  conduct  of  Alphonfo  the  fifth  king  of  Portugal, 
the  prince  of  Fez  then  fortified  AlcaiTar-Quivir,  and 
reinforced  it  with  a  ftrong  garifon.  From  this  place 
the  Moors  made  frequent  excurfions  on  the  confines 
of  Arzila :  Emmanuel  therefore  wrote  to  Menez,  go- 
vernor of  Arzila,  ordering  him  to  march  again tl 
the  enemy.  This  gentleman,  {hat  he  might  execute 
his  orders  with  greater  facility,  fent  to  his  relation  John 
Ment-z  Conde  di  Tarragona,  who  had  commanded 
the  forces  fent  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Venetians  a- 
gainft  the  Turks,  and  was  at  that  time  governor  of 
Tangier  :  him  he  invited  to  have  a  mare  in  the  enter- 
prize  he  was  about  to  undertake.  This  nobleman  ac- 
cordingly fet  out  for  Arzila  with  200  horfe.  Menez 
brought  with  him  250.  Having  joined  their  forces, 
they  marched  in  great  filence  towards  AIcaffar-Qtiivir. 
In  the  middle  of  the  night  they  came  upon  a  bridge 
not  far  from  the  city,  about  30  miles  from  Arzila  ; 
but  the  enemy,  by  means  of  their  fcouts,  was  by  this  time 
apprized  of  our  people's  approach.  The  governor 
of  AlcaiTar-Quivir,  as  foon  as  he  received  the  intelli- 
gence, ordered  an  alarm  to  be  founded,  and  all  his: 
men  to  be  called  to  arms.  He  marched  cut  of  the 
city  by  break  of  day  with  all  his  forces,  and  took  pof- 
feiTion  of  a  hill  near  the  city.  There  he  drew  up  his 
troops,  and  feemed  to  offer  battle  to  the  Portuguefe. 
The  Conde  di  Tarragona  fent  a  meffenger  to  Menez, 
to  afk  him  what  he  thought  of  the  enemy's  difpofition ; 
to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  was  very  much  pleafed 
with  it:  '  For  (faid  he)  we  have  found  it  according 
*  to  our  wi(hes.'  The  Portuguefe  foldiers  being  all  in 
high  fpirits,  the  two  generals  drew  up  their  forces,  and 
advanced  towards  the  enemy.     The  Moors,  on  the 

other 
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other  hand,  began  to  provoke  our  people  with  fcurril- 
OJS  invectives  •,  and  by  flight  fkirmifhes  endeavoured 
to  draw  them  from  their  order.  But  finding  thefe 
ftrangems  were  ineffectual,  they  began  to  move  down 
the  hill  gradually.  The  Portuguefe  then  began  the  at- 
tack with  fo  much  fury,  that  they  foon  made  the  ene- 
my give  way,  and  betake  themielves  to  flight.  They 
purfued  them  as  far  as  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  killed 
180  of  their  men.  The  citizens  were  filled  with  the 
utmoft  confirmation  •,  and  being  afraid  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe  might  force  their  way  into  the  city,  they  fhuc 
the  gares  in  great  hurry ;  fo  that  by  this  means  many 
of  the  Moors  were  excluded  :  thefe  being  reduced  to 
defpair,  formed  themfelves  into  a  body,  and  attacked 
our  people  in  the  mod  furious  manner,  many  of  the 
Portuguefe  were  knocked  down  from  their  horfes,  and 
fcveral  were  wounded,  but  not  one  of  them  killed. 
Duarte  Menez,  the  fon  of  Conde  di  Tarragona,  was 
wounded  in  the  face,  as  was  alfo  Pedro  Leican.  The 
Portuguefe  generals  novv  thought  proper  to  retire  with 
their  army,  in  the  h:ve  order  as  they  had  advanced  •,  but 
when  they  had  got  as  far  as  a  little  bridge,  about  two 
miles  diftant  from  Alcaffar-Qiiivir,  the  governor  then 
purfued  them  wi<h  900  horfe.  Our  people  paffed  over 
in  fafety  *,  and  being  drawn  up  in  battalia,  expected  the 
enemy  on  the  oppofite  plain,  being  determined  to  an- 
r>cy  them  as  much  as  pofub'e,  if  they  mould  endea- 
vour to  march  over  the  bridge  :  but  this  they  did  not 
choofe  to  attempt  till  the  Portuguefe  had  got  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance.  In  the  mean  u/hile,  the  Moors  flocked 
together  from  all  quarters  ;  and  the  further  they  ad- 
vanced, their  numbers  were  more  and  more  increafed. 
They  began  now  to  prels  upon  our  people  very  clolely, 
and  molefted  them  very  much  till  they  came  to  an- 
other bridge.  The  army  of  the  enemy  at  this  time 
amounted  to  <  300  cavalry.  The  Moors  imagined  that 
the  Portuguefe,  in  palling  over  this  bridge,  would  be 
in  great  confufion,  and  lofe  their  order  :  but  in  this 
they  were  difippoiftted  ;  for  the  whole  army,  though 

attacked 
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attacked  in  the  rear,  marched  over  with  the  greateft: 
regularity.  They  drew  up  their  forces  on  the  other 
fide,  and  offered  battle  :  ihe  enemy,  however,  being 
afraid  to  attempt  the  bridge,  declined  an  engagement, 
and  retired  to  the  city  and  neighbouring  villages. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Menez  advanced  with  his 
forces,  to  furprife  a  great  number  of  Moors  who  lived 
in  fome  villages  fitua'ed  on  a  river  not  far  from  Al- 
caffar-Quivir ;  but  the  enemy  having  intelligence  of 
this  defign  by  a  deferter,  fled  away  in  g^eat  trepida- 
tion. The  Portuguefe,  however,  killed  fifty  who  had 
not  made  their  efcape,  and  made  as  many  prifoners. 
Our  people  being  in  their  return  to  Arz  la,  were  at- 
tacked by  a  large  body  of  the  Moors.  Ment:z%  men 
retreated  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  often  turned  upon 
the  enemy  and  killed  feveral  of  them  :  the  Moors,  in 
their  turn,  brifkly  charged  the  Pjrtuguefe,  and  annoy- 
ed them  confiderably.  In  this  rencounter,  the  gallant 
Pedro  Soufa,  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  when  he  en- 
deavoured to  bring  off  his  men  in  fafety.  But  al- 
though this  engagement  was  more  fierce  than  could 
be  ex  peeled  f i  om  fo  (mall  a  number,  yet  the  Portu- 
guefe loft  only  four  of  their  men  ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing all  efforts  of  the  enemy,  carried  off  their  plunder 
to  Arzila. 

This  fame  year  Menez  being  informed,  that  there 
were  feveral  Moors  who  lived  on  a  mountain  about  20 
miles  from  Arzila,  having  in  their  poffefiion  many  wo- 
men of  extraordinary  beauty  •,  thefe  he  was  refolved, 
if  poffible,  to  take  and  fend  them  by  way  of  prefrnc1 
to  queen  Mary.  In  order  to  execuie  his  defign,  he 
mult  be  obliged,  however,  to  march  through  feveral 
villages  in  the  utmoft  danger.  He  fet  out  with  200 
horfe,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  when  all  was  covered 
with  darknefs,  with  fo  much  filence,  that  he  reached 
this  place  without  giving  the  leaf!  alarm.  When  he 
came  to  the  molt  populous  village  in  the  mountain, 
he  ordered  feveral  flambeaus  to  be  lighted,  that  the 
Portuguefe  might  fee  what  was  proper  to  be  done  in 

the 
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the  confufion  of  the  enemy.  The  noife  of  the  trum- 
pets, and  the  rattling  of  the  arms,  ftruck  fuch  a  panic 
into  the  Moors  half  afleep,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
them  fled  in  the  utmoft  diftraction.  Some  of  them, 
however,  in  this  extremity  of  danger,  fought  in  the 
moil  obftinate  manner.  The  cries  and  fhrieks  of  the 
women,  and  the  fhouts  of  the  men,  alarmed  thofe 
who  lived  in  the  neighbouring  villages.  But  thefe  not 
knowing  the  numbers  of  their  enemy,  being  uncertain 
how  great  the  danger  might  prove,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  their  fear  magnified  every  thing ;  moreover, 
having  no  general  to  head  them,  they  were  fo  far  from 
bringing  afTiftance  to  their  countrymen,  that  they  fled 
away  in  the  greateft  hurry,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren retiring  to  the  woods,  and  the  moft  hidden  places 
of  the  mountain  :  eighty  of  thofe  who  were  in  arms 
and  made  refiftance,  were  killed  by  our  people,  who 
took  about  fixty  men  and  women,  and  plundered  the 
village  without  any  obftrucYion.  Amongft  the  female 
captives  were  fome  of  their  moft  celebrated  bcainies ; 
upon  whofe  account,  chiefly,  the  Portuguefe  had  un- 
dertaken this  dangerous  expedition.  Menez  then  led 
ofT  his  forces.  Whilft  the  night  continued,  none  of 
the  Moors  had  courage  to  purfue  him,  but  by  break  of 
day  he  was  fet  upon  by  a  formidable  body  of  the  ene- 
my :  however,  he  retreated  with  fo  much  order,  that 
he  received  little  or  no  damage.  Yet  before  the  Por- 
tuguefe could  reach  Arzila,  they  had  feveral  fharp  skir- 
mifhes,  and  were  in  the  moft  imminent  danger ;  ma- 
ny of  our  people  as  well  as  their  horfes  were  wounced, 
and  the  general  him felf,  was  at  one  time,  in  the  greateft 
jeopardy  :  however,  the  Portuguefe  at  laft  carried  off 
all  their  booty,  without  the  lofs  of  one  man. 
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WHILST  thofe  things  were  tranfacted  in  Africa, 
the  king  of  Cochin  (whofe  name  was  Trimum- 
par)  begun  to  be  involved  in  great  difficulties.  The 
zamorin  incenfed  at  that  prince,  becaufe  of  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Portuguefe,  had  levied  confiderable  forces* 
and  was  refolved,  by  al!  poflible  means,  to  bring  about 
his  deftrucYion.  There  were  feveral  in  Trimumpar's 
council  who  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  deliver  up 
the  Portuguefe  who  were  under  his  protection,  than 
by  the  facrifice  of  a  few  men,  foreigners  and  unac- 
quainted with  the  manners  of  India,  he  might  provide 
for  the  fafety  of  his  whole  kingdom.  But  fo  far  was 
he  from  following  this  advice,  that  he  inveighed  in  the 
warmed  terms  againft  the  authors  of  it.  He  fikf, 
1  That  the  zamorin  himfelf,  though  he  mould  ftrip 
c  him  of  his  kingdom,  or  take  away  his  life,  was  not 
c  fo  much  his  enemy  as  the  man  who  folicited  him  to 

*  abandon  his  honour  :  that  life,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
c  a  crown,  was  but  of  fhort  duration  ;   whereas  the  in- 

*  famy  of  perfidioufhefs  was  everlafling:  that  he  would, 

*  therefore,  fuffer  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom,  and  life  it- 

*  fclf,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith.' 

In  the  mean  while,  Vincent  Sodre  arrived  at  Cochin 
with  his  fleet  •,  but  having  made  a  very  lhort  (lay,  he 
was  about  to  depart  again.  Diego  Ferdinand  Correa, 
who  had  been  left  at  Cochin  as  agent  for  the  Portu- 
guefe affairs,  went  to  him,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
conjured  him  not,at  fuch  a  jundure,to  abandon  a  prince, 
who,  by  his  fidelity  to  the  Portuguefe,  had  drawn  up- 
on himfelf  the  refentment  of  a  mod  powerful  monarch, 
and  was  threatened  with  the  greateft  calamities..  He 
faid,  the  chief  defign  of  the  fleet  being  kft  in  thefe 
2  parts, 
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parts,  was  to  protect  the  rjfince  of  Cochin :  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  Sodre  would  perform  his  duty,  and 
that  he  would  not  be  fo  bafe  as  to  allow  his  country- 
men to  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  cruelty  of  their  enemies. 
Sodre  made  anfwer,  '  That  the  orders  given  him  by 
'  Emmanuel  were  to  cruize  near  the  Red  Sea,  and  in- 
4  tercept  the  Arabian  mips  trading  from  thence  to  In- 
*  dia:  this  (he  (aid)  was  his  com  million,  nor  would  he 
'  by  any  means  neglect  the  fpeedy  and  punctual  per- 
4  formance  thereof.'  But  Correa  replied,  That  it 
ought  not  to  be  fo  much  confidered  what  were  the  li- 
teral orders  of  the  king,  as  what  would  be  mod  agree- 
able and  pleafmg  to  his  majefty  i  that  the  events  of 
things  were  va.ious  and  uncertain,  and  meafures  mufl 
be  altered  according  to  the  change  of  circumftances : 
that  furely  it  could  never  be  the  intention  of  the  juft 
and  benevolent  Emmanuel,  that  a  prince  who  had  been 
fo  true  a  friend  to  the  Portuguefe,  mould  be  deferted 
at  fuch  a  critical  juncture;,  and  h:s  own  fubjects  left  a 
prey  to  the  perfidious  zamorin.  He  therefore  again 
entreated  Sodre  to  remain  at  Cochin,  to  give  his  afiift- 
ance  againfr.  the  neighbouring  enemies ;  and  when  this 
danger  was  over,  he  might  then  wage  war  in  more 
diftant  parts.  Thefe  remonft  ranees,  however,  had  no 
effect  on  Sodre.  He  was  deaf  to  all  ihefe  arguments, 
and  paying  no  regard  to  faith  or  duty,  was  influenced 
by  fear,  or  the  hopes  of  acquiring  a  large  booty.  Ac- 
cordingly he  failed  from  Cochin  towards  the  weft,  and 
ftationed  his  fhips  in  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea. 

There  was  at  Calicut  one  Naubedarim,  a  youth  of  a 
fine  naturai  genius,  and  this  greatly  improved  by  educa- 
tion ;  he  was  nephew  to  the  zamorin,  and  nexc  heir  to 
the  crown.  This  youih  very  much  difapproved  of  the 
war  entered  into  by  his  uncle,  and  is  faid  to  have 
fpoken  to  him  in  thefe  words : 

S  I  R, 

c  Although  it  may  feem  more  becoming  one  of  my 
c  age  to  follow  than  to  offer  advice,  yet  my  affection 

*  to 
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«  to  you,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  prefent  danger,  urge 
c  me  to  declare  my  fentiments.     By  nature  you  are  my 

*  uncle,   but  by  the  tender  regard  you   have  always 

*  fhewn  me,  you  may  be  accounted  a  mod  loving  fa- 

*  ther.  Think  not  then*  I  befeech  you,  that  what  I 
1  am  going  to  fay  proceeds  from  vanity,  but  rather 
c  impute  it  to  my  anxiety  and  concern  for  your  wel- 
'  fare.  Befides,  if  the  drength  of  your  kingdom  fhould 
1  be  weakened   by  indifcreet  meafures,  I  myfelf  fhall 

*  be  confiderably  affected.     On  the  other  hand,  if  it 

*  thrive  and  flourifh  by  wife  and  prudent  management, 

*  this  like  wife  will  greatly  redound  to  my  advantage. 

*  I  earneftly  entreat  therefore,  that  you  would  deign  to 
'  give  ear  to  me,  as  I  am  the  nearefl  related  to  you  by 

*  blood,  by  a  fenfe  of  gratitude,  and  an  intereft  in  the 

*  common  danger.  If  1  fhould  advance  any  thing 
c  which  may  appear juft  and  reafonable,  I  hope,  from 

*  your  candour,  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  If 

*  I  am  miftaken,  I  fhall  then  acquicfee  in  what  you 

*  may  think  more  wife  and  falutary. 

1  You  are  now  making  warlike  preparations  againft: 

*  Trimumpar :  but  let  us  enquire  into  the  foundation  of 

*  the  quarrel;  for  thofe  wars  which  are  entered  into 

*  without  a  lawful  caufe,  merely  to  gratify  the  hu- 
c  mours  of  princes,  are  generally  attended  with  the 

*  moil  fatal  confluences.  What  has  the  king  of  Co- 
c  chin  done  to  jutiify  your  hoftile  proceedings?  Has 

*  he  refufed  to  pay  tribute?  Has  he  made  incurfions  on 

*  your  territories  ?  Has  he  raifed  any  confpiracy  againft 
4  you  ?  No.  What  pretext  can  you  then  have  for  per* 
c  iecuting  him  with  fo  much  refentment  ?  Perhaps  you 

*  will  fay,  that  he  has  treated  your  orders  with  con- 

*  tempt,  in  not  delivering  up  the  Portuguefe*  whom 
c  you  were  defirous  of  having  in  your  power,  that  you 

*  might  put  them  to  death  in  the  cruelleft  manner. 
1  This  then  is  your  complaint,  that  he  would  not  vio- 
1  late  his  faith,  and  break  through  the  law  of  nations. 

*  Bat  if  you  fhew  fo  much  rancour  againft  fuch  as  have 
«  fteadily  adhered  to  their  honour,  what 'conduct  will 
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c  you  obferve  towards  thofe  who  have  trampled  on  di- 
'  vine  as  well  as  human  laws  ?  Will  you  heap  your 
c  royal  favours  on  wretches  who  have  been  guilty  of 
c  the  mod  heinous  crimes  ?  Surely  you  will  not  run  in- 
'  to  fo  fhameful  a  behaviour  •,  for  as  a  prince  it  is  your 
6  duty  to  reward  the  virtuous  and  punifh  the  vitious. 
c  However,  perhaps  you  will  fay,  "  Shall  I  not  fhew 
"  refentment  to  a  man  who  has  protected  thofe  who 
ts  were  my  enemies,  and  have  done  me  fo  many  in- 
M  juries?'5  As  to  that  point,  I  will  fpeak  my  mind 
'  without  referve;  and  this  I  hope  I  may  do  without 
'  giving  offence.     If  any  wicked  and  unjult  infult  had 

*  been  offered  to  your  dignity,  this  certainly  ought  to 

*  raife  a  warm  refentment  in  all  your  fubjects,  and  par- 
'  ticularly  in  me  :  but  in  regard  to  the  Portuguefe,  I 
c  confefs  I  cannot  fee  what  crimes  they  have  committed. 

*  They  acted  as  became  men  of  fpirit  and  bravery  in 
c  their  fituation  :    when  affronted   and  injured,    they- 

*  fhewed  a  quick  fenfe  of  fiich  treatment,  and  endea- 
c  voured  to  avenge  their  injuries  with  fpirit  and  intre- 
c  pidity.  Had  they  been  the  aggreflbrs,  they  would 
c  have  merited  punifhment ;  but  fo  far  from  that,  they 
c  at  firfl  behaved  with  the  greater!  civility;  and  at  your 

*  defire,  took  and  delivered  to  you  a  large  (hip  loaded 
c  with  a  confiderable  booty  :  nor  did  they  offer  the  lead 

*  hoftility  till  provoked  by  the  moft  unworthy  ufige  ; 
«  when  their  countrymen  left  afhore  under  your  protec- 

*  tion  were  betrayed,  robbed,  and  murdered  in  the  moft 
c  cruel  manner.  Let  not  our  refentment,  therefore,  be 
'  kindled  againft  thofe  who  have  revenged  this  cruelty, 
'  but  let  it  fall  upon  them,  who,  by  raifing  fuch  a  Hidden 
c  tumult,  were  the  caufe  of  our  late  misfortunes. 

c  Long,  too  long  have  we  fuffered  the  infolent  be- 
c  haviour  of  the  Arabians.     Their  character  for  arti- 

*  fice  and  tricking  is  univerfally  known ;  nor  is  any 
c  one  ignorant  whatartifts  they  are  at  cheating  and  dif- 
1  fimulation.  Thefe  practices,  however,  though  fcan- 
1  dalous,  might  be  borne  with  whilft  the  authors  re- 

*  mained  humble  and  fubmiflive  j  but  now  they  are 

f  puffed 
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*  puffed  np  with  the  wealth  amafled  in  your  kingdom, 
4  they  are  become  intolerable  :  they  can  now  no  longer 
8  brook  the  authority  of  a  fuperior,  but  infokntly  dare 
1  dictate  laws  to  a  mod  powerful  prince.     The  arro- 

*  gance  of  thefe  men  may  be  feen  even  in  their  out- 
'  ward  air  and  depoitment.     With  what  haughtinefs 

*  they  (true  about,  intruding  themfelves  every  where, 

*  and  intermedling  in  all  affairs  ?  In  what  a  peremptory 
1  manner  they  demand  whatever  they  want  .p  In  ihort, 

*  they  are  arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch  of  infolence,  that  if 
«  you  hearken  to  them,  you  muff  govern  your  king- 
'  dom  according  to  their  will  and  pirafure.  Deftroy 
c  the  Portuguefe,  fay  they.  Why  ?  Becaufe  we  hate 
c  and  detcft  thefe  Chriftians,  and  cannot  endure  the 
6  fight  of  them  :  befides  we  are  afraid,  left  by  their 
c  arrival  our  gains  mould  be  confiderably  diminilhed, 
1  Therefore  wc  do  not  in  a  humble  manner  entreat  you, 

*  but  infill  upon  it  as  our  right,  that  you  would  re* 
'  move  thofe  men  fo  offenfive  to  our  eyes ;  and  that 
c  you  would  gratify  our  infatiable  avarice,  though  it 

*  mould  be  never  fo  much  to  your  danger  and  infamy. 

*  They  affirm,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  will  be  very 
'  much  for  the  public  good,  that  a  people  fo  formidable 
c  in  arms  mould  be  rooted  out  of  India.     But  fuppo- 

*  fmg  thefe  few  wish  Trimumpar  were  cut  off",  what 
'  will  that  avail  ?  Will  not  others  of  the  Portuguefe 
'  come  afterwards  into  thefe  parts,  who  being  irritated 

*  by  i he  defcruclion  of  their  countrymen,  will  become 

*  more  fierce  and  revengeful.     If  the  Portuguefe  then 

*  are  a  people  of  fo  much  intrepidity,  if  they  are  fo 
'  terrible  in  arms,  would  it  not  be  much  better  to  have 
'  their  friend  (hip  rather  than  their  enmity  ?  For  it  ge^ 
'  nerally  happens,  that  the  keeneft  enemies  make  the 
c  warmeft  friends.  But,  alas !  I  am  afraid  that  your 
'  kingdom  may  fuffer  greatly  from  the  injuries  already 
c  done  to  this  people  ;  that  by  their  power  you  may  be 

*  reduced  to  a  mean  and  contemptible  condition,  whilft, 

*  on  the  other  hand,  the  king  of  Cochin  will  very  pro- 
'  bably  flourifh  by  their  frieridlhip.     For  I  make  no 
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4  queftion  but  the  Portuguefe  will  lend  large  and  pow- 

*  erful  fleets  to  thefe  feas,  to  ravage  the  countries  of 

*  their  enemies.  Ought  we  not  then  to  deteft  the  Ara- 
4  bians,  who  have  facrificed  the  royal  honour  to  their 

*  own  felftfh  ends,  and  have  prompted  your  majefty  to 
4  abandon  the  ties  of  faith  and  duty  ?  Men  fo  elate 
4  with  pride,  that  they  think  the  kingdom  mull:  be 
4  managed  according  to  their  inclinations :  men,  who 

*  in  your  fight  have  committed  fuch  cruelties  as  will 
4  fix  a  lading  ftain  on  your  character;  for  none  will 
4  imagine  that  they  would  have  dared  to  be  guilty  of 
c  fuch  a  fad  without  your  approbation  or  connivance. 
4  In  fhort,  they  have  perfuaded  your  majefty  to  the 
4  moft  deftructive  meafures,  by  inciting  you  to  com- 
4  mit  hoftilities  again  ft  a  brave  people,  whofe  friend- 
4  fhip  might  have  been  an  honour  and  fupport  to  your 
4  crown. 

4  It  is  therefore  my  opinion,  that  you  lay  afide  this 
c  war,  make  peace  with  the  Portuguefe,  giving  them  re- 
4  paration  for  the  injuries  done  by  the  Arabians  •,  and,  by 
4  all  poflible  means,  endeavour  to  cultivate  friendfhip 
4  with  a  people  fo  formidable  to  their  enemies,  fo  true 

*  to  their  friends,  and  who  adhere  to  the  rules  of  jut 
4  tice  with  the  utmoft  fidelity.     If  you  do  otherwife^ 

*  and  follow  the  advice  of  the  Arabians,  I  am  afraid 
c  (which  heaven  avert)that  this  country  will  be  involved 
4  in  the  greateft  calamities.  For  my  own  part,  what- 
4  ever  courfe  you  may  follow,  I  am  determined  to  be 
4  a  companion  in  your  fortune ;  nor  will  I  refufe  to- 
4  venture  my  life  in  defence  of  your  honour  and  dig- 
4  nicy.  But  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  declare  my  fenti- 
4  ments  fully  and  fincerely;  and  it  is  my  earned:  prayer 
4  that  providence  may  direct  you  in  your  conduct,  and 
4  crown  your  undertakings  with  fuccefs.* 

All  thefe  arguments,  however,  had  no  effect  on  the 
zamorin,  who  remained  obftinate  in  his  refolution  of 
carrying  on  a  war  againfl  the  king  of  Cochin.  Tri- 
mumpar  on  his  part  levied  foldiers,  and  made  all  ne- 
ceffary  preparations  to  guard  againft  the  impending 

a  ftorm* 
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tform.  But  as  the  ftrength  of  this  prince  was  incon- 
fiderable  when  compared  wiih  that  of  his  enemy,  there 
were  many  of  his  fubjects  and  tributary  princes,  who 
deferted  to  the  zamorin.  Amongft  thefe  were  the 
princes  of  Chirabipil  and  Cambalam,  and  the  prince 
of  an  ifland  which  lies  oppofite  to  Cochin.  The  za- 
morin, at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  advanced  to  Re- 
pelin,  about  16  miles  from  Cochin.  The  Portuguefe 
who  remained  with  the  king  of  Cochin,  went  in  a  bo- 
dy to  his  majefty,  and  entreated  he  would  not,  upon 
their  account,  involve  himfelf  in  fuch  a  dangerous 
war.  They  faid,  they  would  go  to  Cananor,  and  there 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet.  The  king  replied, 
c  That  he  was  aftonifhed   how  men  of  fo  much  cou- 

*  rage,  and  connected  to  him  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of 

*  fricndlhip,  could  be  afraid  of  the  enemy,  or  in  the 
4  lead  doubt  his  fidelity.     He  defired   thern  to   flay 

*  with  him,  alluring  them  that  all  mould  fhare  the 

*  fame  fate ;  and  faid,  that  he  was  ready  to  facrifice  his 

*  life  in  the  defence  of  Emmanuel's  fubjects.' 

Trimumpar  gave  the  command  of  his  army  to  Na- 
ramuhim  his  nephew  and  heir  apparent  to  the  crown, 
a  youth  of  great  courage  and  abilities.  He  fent  him 
5500  men  to  guard  a  pafs  where  the  zamorin  intended  to 
bring  over  his  forces.  Cochin  is  feparated  from  the 
main  land  by  an  arm  or  frith  of  the  fea.  There  is  one 
place,  however,  which  at  low  water  is  fordable :  thi- 
ther the  zamorin  led  his  army,  and  ordered  an  ad- 
vanced party  to  attempt  the  ford  *,  but  not  being  able 
to  accompliih  their  defign,  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
treat with  the  lofs  of  many  of  their  men.  Next  day, 
the  zamorin  fent  a  larger  body  of  his  foldiers,  under 
the  command  of  the  governor  of  Repelin,  in  order, 
if  poffible,  to  force  Naramuhim  from  his  ftation  near 
the  ford,  that  the  reft  of  the  army  might  pafs  over 
without  moleilation.  That  this  fcheme  might  be  ren- 
dered more  practicable,  he  ordered,  at  the  fame  time, 
feveral  veiTels  called  paraos,  to  be  ftationed  in  the  frith, 
to  affift  his  men,  and  annoy  the  enemy  with  darts. 
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But  Naramuhim  behaved  with  his  uftial  courage,  and 
having  killed  great  numbers  of  the  Calicutians,  he 
obliged  them  to  defift  from  their  attempt.  In  thefe 
skirmiflies  Laurence  Moreno,  with  fome  others  of  the 
Portugueie,  very  much  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by 
their  gallant  behaviour.  The  enemy  afterwards  made 
feveral  anempts  to  pafs  the  ford,  but  were  always  re- 
pulfed  with  great  lofs. 

When  the  zamorin  faw  that  he  could  not  gain  his 
ends  by  open   force,  he  then   had  recourfe  to  fraud. 
By  large  prefents  and  great  promifes,  he  gained  over 
to  his  intereft  the  paymafter  of  the  king  of  Cochin's 
army.     This   perfidious  man   being  corrupted  by  bri- 
bery, pretended  an  illnels,  and  went  into  the  city.    The 
foldiers  being  accuftomed  to  receive   their  pay  every 
day,  murmured  at  his  abfence  ;  nor  could  they  be  re- 
trained by  the  authority  of  their  general,  but  flocked 
into  the  city  in  great  numbers :  the  paymafter  put  off 
the  payment  from  day  to  day.     By  this  artifice  he 
drew  off  great  numbeis  of  the  foldiers,  and  detained 
them  in  the  town  •,  mean  while  the  zamorin,  that  he 
might  render  the  Cochinians  more  carekfi  of  their  du- 
ty, made  no  attempt  on  the  ford  ;    till,  atlaft,  when  he 
faw  their  numbers  fo  greatly   diminifhed,  and   thofe 
who  remained  in  an  unguarded  pofture,  he  ordered 
the  paraos   to  advance,   that  they   might  annoy   the 
people  of  Cochin  with  their  darts,  whilfl,  at  the  fame 
time,   he  ordered  the  reft  of  his   men  to  pafs  the  ford 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  briskly  to   attack  the 
forces  under  Naramuhim's  command.     The  zamorin's 
foldiers  being  in  fight  of  their  prince,  executed  thefe 
orders  with  uncommon  alacrity  and  emulation.     It  was 
in  the  night  when  thefe  things  were  done  ;  when  at  the 
fame  time  the  zamorin  received  intelligence  from  the 
pay  mailer,    that  the  port  of  Cochin   might  be  very 
eafily  taken,  as  fomany  of  the  foldiers  were  gone  off, 
and  thofe  who  remained  were  wrapped  up  in  an  indo- 
lent fccurity,     Naramuhim,  on  this  occaiion,  behaved 
a3  a  brave  and  vigilant  general ;  but  being  overpowered 

by 
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by  the  multitude  of  the  enemy,  he  was  killed,  after 
having  made  a  very  gallant  refinance.  Two  youths, 
near  relations  of  the  general,  likewife  fufTcred  the  fame 
fate :  their  fall,  however,  was  honourable  •,  for  they 
greatly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  courage  and 
intrepidity  in  defence  of  their  country  :  there  were  ma- 
ny killed  and  wounded  on  both  fides.  The  engage- 
ment having  begun  before  break  of  day,  lafted  till  the 
evening.  The  Cochinians  being  difpirited  by  the  lofs 
of  their  general,  betook  themfelves  to  flight.  The  Ca- 
Jicutians,  on  the  other  hand,  purfued  them  till  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  put  an  end  to  their  purfuit. 

Trimumpar,  when  he  received  the  news  of  this  di- 
fafter,  was  thrown  into  the  irmoft  confternation  ;  but 
he  foon  recovered  his  fpirits,  and  was  refolved  to  try 
again  the  fate  of  war  :  accordingly  he  collected  all  his 
forces,  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle. 
The  event  proved  fuch  as  might  be  expected,  when  a 
handful  of  men,  broken  and  difpirited  with  misfor- 
tunes, engages  a  numerous  enemy  ftufhed  with  victory, 
and  emboldened  by  fuccefs.  The  king  of  Cochin  be- 
ing defeated,  palfed  over  to  the  ifland  of  Viopia,  to- 
gether with  the  Portuguefe  under  his  protection  ;  who, 
notwithstanding  they  had  been  the  occafion  of  all  his 
misfortunes,  yet  were  protected  by  this  prince  with  as 
much  zeal  as  if  their  iafety  could  procure  him  hap- 
pinefs  amidft  all  his  calamities.  The  zamorin  fent  de- 
puties to  the  ifland,  to  inform  Trimumpar  that  he 
would  ceafe  hoftilities,  and  make  reftitution  cf  ail  his 
dominions,  if  he  would  deliver  up  the  Portuguefe. 
This  prince  returned  for  anfwer,  fc  That  his  enemy 
c  might  (trip  him  of  his  kingdom,  and  take  away  his 
•  life,  but  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  deprive  him  of 
'  his  fidelity.'  The  zamorin  being  provoked  by  this 
anfwer,  ordered  the  city  to  be  burnt,  and  then  went 
co  befiege  Viopia  :  but  the  natural  flrength  of  this  ifland 
was  fuch,  that  it  could  be  eafily  defended  by  the  few 
forces  which  the  king  of  Cochin  had  brought  thither. 
The    zamorin    accordingly    made   feveral   attempts, 
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but  was  always  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
winter  feafon  now  approaching,  he  raifed  the  fiege,  and 
returned  to  Cochin,  which  he  fortified  with  a  ditch  and 
rampart ;  and  having  left  a  ftrong  garifon  of  foldiers, 
departed  for  Calicut,  being  rtfolved  to  renew  his  at- 
tack upon  the  ifland  in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring. 
After  the  defeat  of  Naramuhim,  feveral  perfons  de- 
ferred the  caufe  of  this  great  unfortunate  prince.  A- 
mongft  thefe  were  two  men  of  the  ci*y  of  Milan,  who, 
by  Emmanuel's  permifiion,  had  failed  along  with  Ga- 
ma  in  his  fecond  voyage  to  India.  Thefe  men  regard- 
lefs  of  the  ties  of  their  religion,  went  over  to  the  za- 
morin,  and  did  not  a  little  damage  to  our  people  :  but 
the  more  infamous  the  behaviour  of  thefe  falfe  Chri- 
ftians  was,  the  more  mining  did  this  render  the  faith 
and  honour  of  a  prince,  who,  though  a  heathen,  had 
fhewn  the  greateft  friendfhip  and  generofity  to  men 
who  were  (hangers,  and  connected  to  him  by  no  ties 
neither  of  blood,  laws,  nor  religion;  and  for  his.  fide- 
lity to  thefe  perfons  had  fuffcred  himlelf  to  be  dripped 
of  all  his  wealth  and  power,  and  almoft  of  life  itfelf. 
A  rare  and  uncommon  inftance  of  faith  and  probity, 
fcarce  to  be  paralleled  •,  which  ought  to  be  recorded 
with  everlafting  honour. 

In  the  mean  while,  Soder  being  on  his  voyage  for 
the  red  fea,  when  he  came  upon  the  coaft  of  Cambaye, 
met  with  five  Arabian  mips  very  richly  loaded,  which 
he  plundered  and  burnt.  He  then  proceeded  in  his 
courfe,  and  touched  at  the  ifiands  of  Curia  and  Muria, 
not  far  from  cape  Guardafu.  The  inhabitants  were 
Saracens  or  Arabians,  who  lived  chiefly  by  husbandry, 
and  were  quite  unacquainted  with  warlike  affairs.  They 
entertained  the  Portuguefe  with  great  hofpitality,  and 
fupplied  them  wTith  all  neceffaries,  at  the  mod  moderate 
price.  Our  people  refolved  to  tarry  here  till  Pedro 
Ataide's  fhip,  which  was  extremely  leaky,  fhould  be 
repaired.  But  the  natives  came  and  told  them,  that  ic 
would  be  very  dangerous  for  the  fhips  to  remain  long 
where  they  then  lay  -,  for  they  faid,  that  at  the  begin- 
ning 
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ring  of  May  there  were  always  fuch  furious  north 
winds  as  would  dafh  to  pieces  the  whole  fleet:  therefore 
they  advifed  Sod  re  to  (leer  to  fome  other  part  of  the 
ifland.  But  the  admiral  regarded  not  this  admonition, 
nor  the  entreaties  (  f  his  officers,  who  were  all  of  opi- 
nion, that  this  advice  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  efpe- 
cially  fince  it  was  given  by  people  fo  well  acquainted 
with  (he  country,  and  the  following  of  it  could  beat- 
tended  with  no  bad  confequence.  Pedro  Raphael, 
Ferdinand  Roderigo  Badarc,  Jacob  Petries,  each  of 
whom  had  the  command  of  a  fhip,  were  fo  much  of- 
fended at  Sodre's  obftinacy,  that  they  left  him  on  the 
30th  of  April,  and  failed  to  another  part  of  the  ifland. 

Sodre  remained  in  his  fhip,  void  of  care  or  concern, 
when  on  a  fudden  a  mod  terrible  dorm  arofe,  which 
drove  the  (hips  on  the  more,  and  dafhed  them  to  pieces; 
the  whole  crew  perifhed,  amongft  whom  was  the  ad- 
miral himfelf,  and  his  brother  Bias  Sodre  :  it  fcemed 
as  a  judgment  from  heaven,  for  the  rafhnefs  and  perfi- 
dy of  Sodre.  No  part  of  the  booty  which  he  had  taken 
could  be  found  amongft  the  wreck.  Ataide's  fhip  had 
been  drawn  afhore  to  be  repaired,  fo  that  he  himfelf 
and  all  his  men  efcaped.  The  three  commanders  a- 
bove  mentioned,  afcer  the  itorm  ceafed,  returned  to 
the  place  where  they  had  left  Sodre.  They  appointed 
Ataide  admiral  :  then  a  general  confutation  was  held 
about  the  meafures  they  fhould  puriiie.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  all,  that  the  two  Sodres  had  fuffered  as  ex- 
amples of  the  divine  juftice  for  their  perfidy.  They 
concluded  therefore,  that  in  order  to  make  an  atone- 
ment for  their  treacherous  behaviour,  and  to  eftablifh 
their  own  honour,  that  the  fleet  ought  to  fail  back  to 
India,  to  affift  Trimumpar  and  the  Portuguefe  who 
were  with  him.  Accordingly,  though  it  was  now  in  the 
midftof  winter  there,  they  fet  out  with  an  intention  to 
undergo  every  danger,  in  order  to  wipe  out  fuch  a  (tain 
of  infamy.  But  meeting  with  very  foul  weather,  they 
were  forced  to  put  in  ac  the  Anchedive  Iflands,  and  to 

lay 
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Jay  there  all  the  winter,  being  determined  to  fail  for 
Cochin  in  the  fpring. 

This  year  queen  Mary  was  delivered  of  a  daughter, 
to  whom  Emmanuel  gave  the  name  oflfabel.  This 
princefs  was  afterwards  married  to  the  emperor 
Charles  :  (lie  was  a  lady  of  the  mod  extraordinary  beau- 
ty, and  endowed  with  the  fined  accomplishments ; 
of  an  afpiring  foul,  for  (he  often  faid  fhe  would  never 
marry  but  to  one  of  the  greateft  princes  in  Chriften- 
dom.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  the  king  went  to 
a  town  called  Thomar,  in  which  thofe  of  the  order  of 
Chrift  had  a  mod  magnificent  church-,  here  he  held  a 
convention  of  that  order,  and  made  many  wife  rules 
for  a  greater  regularity  and  ftricter  difcipline.  This 
fame  year  pope  Alexander  died  :  he  was  fucceeded  by 
Pius,  who  lived  but  a  very  fhort  time  after  his  promo- 
tion :  Julian,  a  Genoefe,  was  next  raifed  to  this  high 
dignity  by  the  unanimous  confentof  the  holy  council. 

The  beginning  of  the  following  year,  Emmanuel 
fent  feveral  religious  perfons  to  that  part  of  Ethiopia 
called  Congo,  in  order  to  infbuct  the  natives  more  fully 
in  the  chriftian  faith  than  they  had  hitherto  been. 
This  country  lies  in  feven  degrees  fouthern  latitude. 
The  foil  is  extreamly  fertile,  it  abounds  in  all  forts  of 
cattle,  and  is  watered  with  many  fine  rivers.  The 
kingdom  is  very  extenfive,  and  as  the  people  were  con- 
verted to  Chriftianity,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
fome  account  of  the  difcoveiy  and  conversion  of  that 
country,  fince  from  thence  we  may  fee  how  zealous  and 
indefatigable  Emmanuel  was  in  propagating  the  Chri- 
itian  religion. 

King  John  in  his  reign  had  been  very  affiduous  in 
making  difcoveries  on  the  coafts  of  Ethiopia,  thinking 
that  by  this  means  a  way  might  be  found  to  India. 
In  the  year  1484,  he  had  fent  for  this  purpofe  one 
Diego  Cam,  a  gentleman  of  a  bold  enterprifing  genius. 
When  this  man  was  upon  thefe  coafts  he  came  into  the 
mouth  of  a  very  large  and  rapid  river:  he  naturally 
conjeclured  that  there  mull  be  inhabitants  in  the  ad- 
jacent 
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jacent  parts.     Accordingly,   when  he  had  gone  a  little 
way  up  the  river,  he  faw    feveral  men,  who   in  their 
complexion  and  hair  very  much  refembled  the  other 
Ethiopians   he  had  already    feen.     They  were  not   in 
the  leaft  alarmed  at  the  ftrange  appearance  of  our  peo- 
ple, but   came  up  to  them   in  the  moil  familiar  man- 
ner, and  behaved  with  the  greater!:   civility  and  good 
nature.     Cam  ordered  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with 
th:  Ethiopian  languages  to  talk  with  them  ;  but  there 
was  not  one  who   underftood  this  people.     They  were 
therefore  obliged  to  exprefs  their  meaning  to  each  other 
bv  figns;  by  this  means  the  Portuguefe  underftood  that 
there  was  a  powerful   prince  in  this    country,  who  re- 
fided  at  the  capital  city,  a  few  days  journey  from  thence. 
Cam    was   very  kind  and  generous  to  thefe  men,   and 
prevailed  on  them  to  conduct  fome  of  his  people  to  the 
metropolis.     By  them  he  fent  pre  fen  ts   to    the   king, 
and  appointed  a  certain    time  for  their  return:  but  as 
they  tarried  above  double  that  time,  Cam  defpaired  of 
ever  feeing  them  again,   weighed  anchor,  and  fet  out 
for   Portugal,  taking  along  with  him  four  of  the  na- 
tives, who  happened  to  be  aboard  his  fhip  :  thefe  were 
men   of  nobility,  and  excellent  underftanding.     Cain 
took  fo  much  pains  in  inftrucYing    them  during   the 
voyage,  that,  when   introduced  to  John,    they  could 
explain  many  things  in  the  Portuguefe  language.    His 
majefty  was  very  much  charmed  with  the  capacity   of 
thefe  men,     and    made   them  conliderable    prefents ; 
he  ordered  Cam  to  carry  them  back  to  Congo,  and,  in 
his  name,  to  prefentthe  king  with   many  valuable  ra- 
rities, and  exhort  him,  in  the  moft  ftrenuous  manner,  to 
worlhip  Chrift,  as  the  true  God  and  parent  of  all  na- 
ture. 

When  Cam  returned  to  that  country,  he  diipatched 
one  of  the  Ethiopians,  defiring  the  king  to  lend  the 
Portuguefe  who  were  with  him,  and  promifing  on  his 
compliance  immediately  to  reftore  the  three  Ethiopians: 
adding,  that,  according  to  his  royal  matter's  com- 
mands, he  was  obliged  to  proceed  farther  in  his  voyage, 

but, 
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but  upon  his  return,  he  would  be  glad  to  have  a  con- 
ference with  his  majefty,  that  he  might  lay  before  him 
his  inftruclions.  The  king,  wichout  delay,  fent  the 
Portuguefe,  accompanied  by  one  of  his  officers  i  and 
Cam  accordingly  difmified  the  Ethiopians,  with  the 
prefents  from  John  to  their  fovereign.  The  prince  of 
Congo  being  charmed  with  the  liberality  of  John,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  influenced  by  the  high  encomiums 
beftowed  on  him  by  the  four  Ethiopians,  conceived  the 
higheft  efteem  for  his  Portuguefe  majefty. 

Cam,  after  having  furveyed  other  parts  of  this  coaft, 
returned  again  to  Congo,  and  waited  upon  the  king, 
who  treated  him  with  the  higheft  marks  of  honour. 
This  prince  afked  many  queftions  about  the  ftate  of 
John's  kingdom,  enquired  particularly  concerning  the 
laws,  cuftoms,  and  government  of  the  Portuguefe  ; 
above  all  he  exprefTed  an  uncommon  curiofity  in  regard 
to  the  Chriftian  religion,  for  which  he  feemed  by  de- 
grees to  acquire  the  higheft  veneration.  When  Cam 
departed,  the  king  of  Congo  fent  along  with  him 
Zacut,one  of  the  Ethiopians,  who  had  been  in  Portugal, 
an  embaflador,  earneftly  to  entreat  John,  and  conjure 
him  in  the  name  of  that  God  whom  he  worfhipped, 
that  he  would  fend  fome  holy  men  toinftruct  him  and 
his  fubjecls  in  the  Chriftian  faith.  Cam  accordingly, 
upon  his  arrival  at  Lifbon  waited  upon  John,  with  the 
embaflador  and  fome  noble  youths  fent  into  Portugal 
to  receive  education,  and  to  be  inftru&ed  in  the  Chri- 
ftian faith  ;  they  brought  along  with  them,  by  way  of 
prefent  from  the  king,  a  large  quantity  of  ivory,  to- 
gether with  fome  carpets  and  coats  made  of  the  leaves 
of  the  palm-tree. 

This  embafTy  gave  great  fotisfa&ion  to  John,  becaufe 
he  thought  he  had  now  an  excellent  opportunity  to  pro- 
pagate the  gofpel  in  Congo.  The  embaflador  and  the 
youths  remained  in  Portugal  upwards  of  two  years, 
during  which  time  they  were  very  afiiduous  in  learning 
the  Portuguefe  language,  and  were  inftrueled  in  the 
Chriftian  faith,     After  they  had   been  baptized,  and 

had 
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had  taken  the  facrament,  John  fitted  out  three  (hips, 
to  carry  them  back  to  their  native  country,  the  corn- 
mand  of  which  he  gave  to  Gonzalo  Soufa,  a  gentle- 
man descended  of  a  noble  family.  He  fent  likewifc 
feveral  priefts,  with  fonts,  itres,  and  the  other  badges 
of  Chriltianity,  that  they  might  inftrucl:  this  people  in 
the  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  and  initiate  them  in 
her  myfteries.  At  the  time  when  thefe  fhips  failed 
from  Lifbon,  the  plague  then  raged  very  violently  in 
that  city  ;  fo  that  feveral  who  were  aboard,  having 
caught  the  contagion,  died  in  the  voyage,  amongft 
whom  was  Gonzalo  Soufa.  To  him  fucceeded  Rode- 
rigo  Soufa,  a  near  relation  of  that  gentleman,  chofen  by 
the  unanimous  confent  of  the  reft  of  the  officers. 

When  the  fhips  arrived  at  Congo,  feveral  of  the 
Portuguefe  went  afhore  to  wait  upon  the  king,  who 
received  them  in  the  moft  affectionate  manner,  and 
there  was  fuch  a  univerfal  tranfport  amongft  all  the 
people,  that  the  woods  and  groves  echoed  with  their 
joyful  acclamations.  The  firft  perfon  adopted  into  the 
Chriftian  faith  was  the  king's  uncle,  who  had  very 
large  territories  under  his  command.  This  man  had 
heard  that  there  was  in  Portugal  one  Emmanuel,  a 
prince  of  great  accomplifhments,  and  firft  coufin  to 
king  John  ;  he  v/as  therefore  according  to  his  defire, 
baptized  by  that  name.  He  embraced  the  Chriftian 
faith  with  fo  much  zeal  and  ardour,  as  (hewed  that  he 
was  inlightned  by  the  divine  grace  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  Several  of  the  grandees  and  great  numbers 
of  the  common  people  came  forth  to  meet  the  Portu- 
guefe; they  exprelTed  their  fatisfaclion  by  the  beating 
of  drums,  founding  of  trumpets,  and  all  other  marks 
of  joy.  Soufa  having  waited  on  the  king,  and  paid 
his  refpecls  to  him,  then  laied  before  him  the  particu- 
lars of  his  embaffy  from  John.  The  king  returned  a 
very  polite  anfwer,  in  which  he  expreffed  the  moft 
grateful  fenfe  for  the  kindnefs  of  his  Portuguefe  ma- 
jelly.  He  then  requefted  of  Soufa  to  bring  forth  the 
religious  robes,  and  the  rdi  of  the  exterior  ornaments 
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of  Chriftianity,  that  they  might  be  expofed  to  the 
view  of  his  people.  His  majefty  beheld  every  thing 
he  faw  with  a  profound  veneration.  When  the  crois 
was  held  up,  our  people  fell  down  upon  their  knees, 
and  all  who  were  prefent  followed  their  example.  His 
majefty  looked  and  enquired  into  every  particular  with 
unwearied  attention,  and  furprifing  curiofity.  He 
was  extremely  attentive  to  the  priefts :  and  whatever 
they  faid  he  retained  in  his  memory,  and  related  again 
to  his  queen :  it  was  refolved  upon  that  a  church  mould 
be  built.  And  notwitftanding  the  ftones  were  to  bz 
brought  from  the  remoter!:  parts  of  the  kingdom,  yet 
by  the  hearty  zeal  of  the  king,  and  the  great  number 
of  hands  employed,  a  church  was  foon  begun,  and 
being  in  a  fhort  time  finished,  it  was  confecrated  by 
the  name  of  the  Holy  crofs. 

Whillt  the  king  of  Congo  was  bufied  in  this  man- 
ner, he  received  intelligence  that  the  inhabitants  of  an 
iQand  lituate  in  a  large  lake,  near  the  river  Zaire,  had 
revoked,  and  were  laying  walte  the  neighbouring  ter- 
ritories. He  therefore  relblvedto  march  againft  them, 
to  flop  their  progrefs,  and  punifli  their  infolence.  But 
before  he  fet  out,  he  was,  at  his  own  defire,  baptized 
and  admitted  into  the  Chnftian  faith.  His  queen  and 
fcveral  of  the  nobility,  at  the  fame  time,  followed  his 
example.  The  king  took  the  name  of  John,  and  his 
queen  that  of  Eleanor,  that  they  might  by  this  means 
fhew  their  regard  for  their  Portuguefe  majefties.  Soufa 
delivered  to  him  a  ftandard,  on  which  a  crofs  was 
painted,  telling  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  put  a  con- 
fidence therein  ;  for  by  this  means  he  might  over- 
come his  enemies.  The  king  accordingly  marched  a- 
gainft  his  rebellious  fubje&s,  and  foon  reduced  them  to 
obedience. 

When  his  majefty  returned,  Soufa  was  now  about 
fetting  out  for  Portugal,  and  they  took  leave  of  each 
other  in  the  moft  friendly  terms.  Soufa  left  feveral 
prieils  for  religious  purpofes,  and  other  perfons,  who 
were  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  country,  and 

the 
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the  manners  of  its  inhabitant.     Soon  after  his  depar- 
ture, the  king's  eldeft  fon  returned  from  the  borders 
of  his  kingdom,  where  he  had  been  waging  war  with 
fome  neighbouring  nation.     He  was  likewife  baptized, 
being  named  Alphonfo,  from  a  fon  of  John;  and  there 
were  many  other   peifohs  of  diftinction,  who  at  the 
fame  time  became  Chriftians.     Great  numbers  of  the 
common  people  embraced  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  fo  that 
the  converts   to    chriltianity  became   every   day  more 
and  more  numerous.     But  notwithstanding  this  fuccefs, 
our  holy  religion  had  {till  many  bitter  enemies,  amongft 
whom  was  Panfa  Aquitim  another  fon  of  the  king.  This 
man  oppofed  Chriltianity  with  great  obftinacy,  and  en- 
deavoured to  inftil  prejudices  into  his  father.     He  laid, 
it  was  moft  fhameful  and   fcandalous,  to  defert  the  an-" 
cicnt  inftitutions  of  their  country,  to   break  to  pieces 
the  images  of  their  gods,  and  to  violate  their  temples, 
which  had  hitherto  been  accounted  facred.   Befides,  thi 
king  himfelf  began   to  be   fomewhat  out  of  humour 
with  a  religion  which  confined  him    to  his  lawful  wife, 
and  prohibited  the  ufe  of  concubines.     The  women 
too,  piqued  at  the  thoughts  of  being  deprived  of  the 
royal  bed,  laboured   to  the   turnout  of  their  power  to 
turn  him  from  his  refolution.     The  forcerers  and  ma- 
gicians, who  are  in  high  eiteem  amongft  the  people  cf 
this  country,  were  likewife  great  obflacles  to   the  pro- 
grefs  of   Chriltianity.     Thtfe  men  denounced    threat- 
nings  and  punifhmems  from  the  gods,  againlt  all  who 
ihouid  forfake  their  ancient  religion. 

Alphonfo  oppofed  the  defigns  of  thefe  men  with 
great  fpirit  ;  for  which  reafon  they  endeavoured  to 
intiigate  his  father  againlt  him-,  and  fo  far  did  they 
impofe  upon  this  fimple  king,  as  to  make  them  be- 
lieve his  fon  was  forming  a  confpiracy  againlt  him  ; 
accordingly  he  banifhed  him  to  the  molt  remote  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  being  influenced  by  the  aavice 
of  Panfa,  his  zeal  for  Chriltianity  every  day  cooled.  In 
a  fhort  time,  however,  he  detected  the  falfe  accufation 
of  hm  fon,  and  reftored  him  to  his  former  honours. 

Alphonfo 
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Aiphonfo  was  then  fent  as  viceroy  to  fome  part  of  this 
country  •,  there  he  enacted  a  law,  by  which  he  made 
it  a  capital  offence  for  any  one  to  vvorfhip  images.  This 
decree  raifed  great  commotions  amongft  the  people, 
and  was  the  occafion  of  many  entering  into  a  confede- 
racy with  his  brother  againft  him.  The  king  fent  an 
exprefs  for  Aiphonfo,  intending  to  advife  him  to  drop 
his  defign,  and  not  to  give  rife  to  fuch  a  tumult.  The 
ion  returned  anfwer,  That  having  fuch  a  multiplicity  of 
bufinefs  on  his  hands,  he  could  not  go  to  his  father, 
nor  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  aboiifh  the  law. 
Hence  it  was,  that  great  numbers  of  his  fubjects  flock- 
ed every  day  to  his  brother. 

In  the  mean  while  the  old  king,  worn  out  with  years 
and  infirmities,  was  drawing  towards  his  latter  end.  Se- 
veral  perfons  advifed  Aiphonfo  of  his  father's  weak 
Hate  of  heahh,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him   to 
march  againft  his  brother,  and    take  pofTeflion  of  the 
kingdom  :  this,   however,   he  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  attempt,  till  he  had  certain  intelligence  of  his 
father's  death.     As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  this, 
he  fet  out  for  the  metropolis,  which,  according  to  his 
mother's  advice,  he  entered  in  the  night-time.     The 
next  day  having  called  a  meeting  of  thofe  of  the  no- 
bility in  whom  he  had   fome  confidence,  he  made  a 
fpeech  to  them,  in  a  plain  oppofite  to   the  palace.     In 
this  he  fet  forth  his  right  to  the  crown  by  inheritance, 
and  the  allegiance  which  they  owed  to  him,  declaring, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  make  it  his  fole  view 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fubjects.     Aiphonfo  was 
accordingly  proclaimed  king  with   all  the  demonstra- 
tions of  joy  ufual  upon  fuch  occafions.     WhenPanfa 
heard  this  piece  of  news,  he  was  at  the  head  of  a 
considerable  army  •,  he  divided  it  into  two  bodies,  and 
marched  dire£ty  againft  his  brother.    Aiphonfo,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  but  a  very  few  foldiers ;  thefe,  how- 
ever, he  endeavoured  to  infpire  with  the  mod  exalted 
fentiments,  telling  them   not  to  defpair,  but  to  place 
their  confidence  in  the  Supreme  being,  by  whofe  af- 
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fiftance,  they  might  hope  to  overcome  the  mod  nu- 
merous enemy.  He  expe&ed  his  brother  with  undaunt- 
ed courage.  Panfa  accordingly  attacked  him  with  un- 
common fury,  but  Alphonfo  and  his  men  behaved  in 
fuch  a  gallant  manner,  that  they  obliged  the  enemy  to 
give  way,  and  at  laft  gained  a  compleat  victory.  Panfa, 
full  of  confirmation,  fled  into  the  woods,  where  he 
fell  into  a  pit  made  to  catch  wild  beafts,  together  with 
his  general,  a  man  of  great  courage  and  experience  in 
war.  This  officer  finding  himfelf  thus  taken,  fent  to 
the  king,  telling  him  that  hejuftiy  merited  death  for 
his  rebellious  behaviour.  Ncr  did  he  fue  for  mercy, 
but  earneftly  conjured  him,  in  the  name  of  that  God 
whom  his  majefty  worfhipped,  that,  before  he  fuffered 
the  punifhment  due  to  his  crimes,  he  might  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Chriftian  faith.  He  faid  he  was  indif- 
ferent as  to  this  life,  which  was  fo  lull  of  troubles  and 
perplexities,  but  extremely  anxious  in  regard  to  his 
eternal  welfare.  Moreover  he  added,  that  the  over- 
throw of  fuch  a  numerous  army,  by  fo  imall  a  number, 
was  certainly  owing  to  a  fupernatural  power;  for  which 
reafon  he  concluded  Chrift  to  be  the  proper  object  of 
worfhip  and  adoration,  and  was  therefore  extremely 
follicitous  of  being  adopted  into  the  chriftian  faith.  Al- 
phonfo not  only  granted  his  requeft,  but  alfo  gave  him 
a  free  pardon,  and  afterwards  employed  him  in  feveral 
offices  of  truft,  which  he  difcharged  with  the  utmoft 
fidelity.  Panfa  had  received  feveral  bruifes  in  the 
fall,  which,  together  with  the  grief  he  felt  at  his 
misfortunes,  carried  him  off  in  a  few  days;  nor  did  he 
exprefs  the  lead  remorfe  for  his  wicked  and  unnatural 
behaviour.  Alphonfo  was  now  eftablifhed  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  his  kingdom,  and  gained  feveral  con  fid  erable 
victories  over  his  enemies.  He  promoted  the  Chri- 
ffJan  religion  with  great  zeal  ;  nor  did  he  fpend  more 
time  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom  than  in 
forming  the  minds  of  his  fubjects  to  piety  and  de- 
votion. He  ufed  frequently  to  make  fpeeches  to  his 
people,  wherein  he  endeavoured  to  infpire  them  with 
Vol.  L  M  a  lave 
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a  love  of  juftice  and  religion  :  he  difcourfed  to  them 
on  a  future  judgment,  wherein  the  good  and  bad  would 
be  rewarded  or  puniftied,  according  to  their  behaviour 
in  this  world  :  he  reprefented  to  them  the  purity  of  the 
Chriftian  doctrine  •,  and  fet  before  them,  as  examples, 
the  apoflles  of  our  Saviour.  In  fhort,  as  long  as  he 
lived,  he  behaved  with  the  utmoft  probity,  and  ruled 
over  his  people  like  a  good  Chriftian  and  great  prince. 

Emmanuel  was  overjoyed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  Chri- 
ftian religion  in  that  country,  and  he  refolved  to  finifh 
what  had  been  begun  by  John.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  1504,  he  dirpatchcd  to  Congo  feveral  learned  and 
religious  men,  to  open  fchools  for  the  inftruclion  of 
the  youth  ;  together  with  fome  mechanics,  to  teach 
them  the  ufeful  arts.  He  fcnt  at  the  fame  time  all  the 
books  relating  to  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  fuch  as  gave 
the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour,  and  contained  the  examples 
of  men  eminent  for  piety.  He  took  care  that  the 
priefts  fent  for  this  purpofe  fhould  have  hand  fome  fa- 
laries.  Thefe  men,  at  their  arrival,  were  received  with 
the  mod  joyful  acclamations ;  for  the  natives  of  the 
country  looked  upon  them  with  a  kind  of  veneration. 
The  king,  in  particular,  gave  them  the  kindeft  recep- 
tion, and  exprefTed  himfelf  in  the  mcft  grateful  man- 
ner for  the  fervices  of  Emmanuel  :  great  numbers  of 
the  common  people  came  from  all  parts  to  be  baptized, 
and  initiated  in  the  Chriftian  faith.  But  as  the  priefts 
nor  the  people  did  not  underftand  each  other,  the  king, 
who  was  now  pretty  well  verfed  in  the  Portuguefe  lan- 
guage, performed  the  office  of  an  interpreter  in  a  pub- 
lic afTcmbly,  Emmanuel  had,  at  the  fame  time,  fent 
letters  to  his  majefty,  defiring  him  to  fend  his  fons  to 
Portugal  •,  promifmg  that  they  mould  be  carefully  in- 
ftructed  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  all  other  polite  litera- 
ture. Accordingly  not  only  the  king's  fons,  but  ma- 
ny of  the  young  nobility  were  fent  to  Lifbon,  where 
they  received  a  very  liberal  education,  at  the  expence  of 
Emmanuel.  Of  thefe  there  were  fome  who  gave  them- 
felves  much  to  the  ftudy  of  religion  -,  and  at  their  re- 
turn 
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turn  to  Ethiophia,  they  made  many  converts  to  Chri- 
ftianity,  by  their  eloquent  difcourfes  and  exemplary 
lives. 

This  fame  year  Emmanuel  fitted  out  another  fleet 
for  India,  under  the  command  of  Lope  Sorez  Alva- 
renga,  whofe  tranfa&ions  we  propofe  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  in  their  proper  place  ;  and  we  (hall  at  prefent 
relate  what  happened  to  the  Albuquerques.  Alphonib 
failed  from -Lifbon  about  a  week  i'ooner  than  Francis ; 
the  latter,  however,  reached  India  firft,  and  arrived 
at  the  ifland  of  Anchedive  with  two  mips  only;  one 
of  which  was  commanded  by  Nicolas  Coelo.  The 
third  commander,  named  Pedro  Vafco  Veiga,  met 
with  a  moft  unlucky  fate  •,  his  fhip  being,  as  fuppofed, 
either  lunk  or  burnt.  Here  Albuquerque  found  Pe- 
dro Ataide  and  the  other  Portuguefe  officers.  As  foon 
as  he  learnt  from  the  catafhophe  of  Soder,  and  the 
diftreffed  circum fiances  to  which  the  king  of  Cochin 
was  reduced,  he  refolved,  notwithstanding  the  rigour 
of  the  feafon,  to  fail  directly  for  Cananor.  Accord- 
ingly he  fet  out  for  that  place  with  his  two  (hips,  and 
the  other  four,  which  lay  then  at  anchor  in  Anchedive. 
Upon  his  arrival  at  Cananor,  the  king  gave  him  a 
more  particular  account  of  Trimumpar's  misfortunes  5 
for  which  reafon  he  failed  directly  for  Vaipin,  where 
that  piince  (till  remained.  The  Portuguefe  who  were 
with  him,  when  they  fpied  the  fhips,  were  tranfported 
to  the  utmoft  pitch  of  joy.  The  king  could  not  con- 
tain himfelf,  but  called  aloud,  Portugal,  Portugal,  and 
run  in  the  higheft  extacy  to  embrace  the  Portuguefe 
officers,  who  received  him  with  joyful  (houts,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  reinftate  him  in  his  throne.  The  naires  of 
Calicut,  and  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  who  had  been  left 
as  a  garifon  in  Cochin,  were  feized  with  a  panic  at  the 
arrival  of  our  people,  and  immediately  Mt  the  city. 
At  this  time  Duarte  Pacheco,  who  had  failed  from 
Lifbon  with  Alphonfo  Albuquerque,  arrived  with  his 
fhip  and  joined  the  reft  of  the  fleet  in  Vaipin.  Fran- 
cis Albuquerque  bellowed  the  higheft  encomiums  on 
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Trimumpar,  and  returned  him  the  thanks  of  Emma- 
nuel for  his  fidelity.  Befides,  as  he  knew  him  to  be 
at  prefent  very  low  in  his  circuftances,  he  was  ex- 
tremely liberal  to  him  in  many  refpects,  and  made  him 
a  prefent  of  1 0000  ducats.  This  piece  of  generofity, 
at  fuch  a  juncture,  was  very  acceptable  to  Trimumpar. 
The  fame  of  this  liberal  act  raifed  the  admiration  of 
all  the  princes  in  that  country,  efpeciaily  of  the  zamo- 
rin  ;  for  the  kings  in  India,  although  they  are  proud 
and  haughty,  and  poffefs  great  revenues,  yet  they  ge- 
nerally live  upon  a  moderate  income,  and  are  great 
lovers  of  money.  Albuquerque  thought  there  was  no 
time  to  be  delayed  ;  accordingly  on  the  day  of  his  ar- 
rival he  pafTcd  over  to  Cochin  with  Trimumpar,  and, 
in  the  name  of  Emmanuel,  re-eftabli(hed  him  in  the 
pofTelTion  of  his  kingdom  •,  and  left  the  fpirits  of  his 
men  fhould  be  blunted  by  inactivity,  he  failed  to  an 
ifland  oppofne  Cochin,  the  prince  of  which  had  re- 
volted from  Trimumpar  to  the  zamorin.  He  fell  up- 
on the  enemy  unawares,  killed  many  of  them,  burnt 
fome  of  their  towns  and  villages,  and  then  returned  to 
Cochin. 

The  next  day  he  fleered  for  another  ifland,  which 
had  likewife  proved  unfaithful  to  Trimumpar.  The 
prince  had  in  arms  2000  men  •,  and  there  were  befides, 
a  confiderable  number  of  paraos  from  Calicut,  which 
cruized  near  the  ifland.  Albuquerque  ordered  Pacheco 
to  attack  this  fleet,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  Ccelo, 
Amoni  deCampo  and  Ataide,  were  to  engage  the  land 
forces.  Pacheco  accordingly  executed  his  orders  with 
great  fpirit  and  luccefs  ;  he  funk  feveral  of  thefe  pa- 
raos, the  reft  he  obliged  to  fheer  off,  after  having  killed 
great  numbers  of  their  men.  The  other  commanders 
had  the  like  fuccefs,  having  routed  the  enemy  at  the 
firft  onfet:  they  forced  their  way  into  the  royal  palace, 
though  lurrounded  with  a  rampart,  killed  the  prince 
himfclf,  and  fired  the  building-,  and  thus  having  gain- 
ed a  com  pleat  victory,  returned  the  fame  day  to  Co- 
chin.    Albuquerque  failed  next  day  againft  the  ifland 
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of  Repelin.  The  prince  of  this  place,  being  confcious 
of  his  treachery,  had  prepared  to  make  a  flout  refin- 
ance. He  had  2000  naires  under  his  command ;  with 
thefe  he  marched  towards  the  more,  in  order  to  hin- 
der the  landing  of  the  Portuguefe.  The  difpute,  for 
fome  lime,  was  warm  on  both  fides ;  the  enemy,  how- 
ever, were  at  laft  obliged  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight. 
Our  people  purfued  them  to  the  larger!  town  in  the 
iiland ;  there  the  prince  rallied  his  men,  and  drew  them 
up  in  battle  array  :  the  fight  was  accordingly  renewed, 
and  the  enemy  fought  with  defperate  obftinacy.  The 
conteft,  whilft  it  continued,  was  fierce  and  bloody; 
but  it  ended  in  a  compleat  victory  to  the  Portuguefe. 
They  killed  great  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  drove 
many  of  them  headlong  into  the  fea;  then  they  gave 
the  ifland  to  be  plundered  by  Trimumpar's  foldiery  ; 
and  the  towns  and  villages  were  afterwards  burnt  by 
the  orders  of  Albuquerque. 

The  king  of  Cochin  being  fettled  in  his  dominions, 
and  his  enemies  puniihed  for  their  perfidy  by  the  bra- 
very of  our  people,  Albuquerque  now  thought  it  was 
a  very  proper  time  to  defire  he  would  allow  him  to 
build  a  fort  as  a  bulwark  to  the  Portuguefe,  and  a  de- 
fence to  hi;  majefty  againft  the  attempts  of  the  zamo- 
rin.  The  king  very  readily  granted  this  requeft;  fay- 
ing, That  to  him  and  Emmanuel  he  owed  his  life,  his 
crown,  and  protection  from  his  enemies.  He  not  on- 
ly allowed  him  to  build  a  fort,  but  even  offered  to  do 
it  at  his  own  expence.  There  was  accordingly  a  very 
convenient  place  fixed  upon  for  that  purpofe.  The 
fituation  was  high,  and  commanding  a  narrow  arm  of 
the  fea  -,  fo  that  our  people,  from  fuch  a  place,  could 
eaiily  prevent  the  zamorin's  mips  from  paMlng  thac 
way.  The  foundation  was  laid  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember 1503.  The  king  furnifhed  many  hands.  All 
the  Portuguefe,  without  diftinction,  helped  to  carry  on 
the  work.  The  fourth  day  after  it  was  begun,  Al- 
phonfo  Albuquerque  came  to  Cochir    -fo  that  the  num- 
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ber  of  workmen  being  increafed,  the  fort  was  foon 
finifhed. 

A  confutation  being  held  amongft  the  Portuguefe 
officers,  it  was  refolved  that  Albuquerque  and  the  red 
©f  the  commanders,  together  with  fome  of  Trimum- 
par's  foldiers,  fhould  go  and  attack  fome  towns  which 
belonged  to  the  prince  of  Repelin.  Thefe  were  di- 
ftant  about  20  miles  from  Cochin,  fituate  near  the 
banks  of  a  river  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  that  arm 
of  the  fea  above-mentioned.  Our  people  having  ac- 
cordingly fet  out  in  their  long  boats,  attacked  the  ene- 
my by  furpiize  :  they  killed  vaft  numbers  of  them, 
and  made  great  depredations  in  their  lands.  The  re- 
port of  this  havock  being  foon  fpread  abroad,  alarmed 
the  neighbouring  towns,  and  the  whole  country  was 
up  in  arms:  above  6000  naires  came  to  the  afllilance 
of  their  countrymen.  Thefe  men  attacked  our  people 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat ; 
which  was  done,  however,  in  good  order.  The  enemy 
continued  ftill  to  prefs  them  very  clofely,  and  not  only 
annoyed  them  with  their  miffive  weapons,  but  like- 
wife  charged  them  fword  in  hand.  If  the  Portuguefe 
had  not  kept  their  order,  they  mud  certainly  have  fu- 
ftained  a  great  lofs  ;  but  as  they  were  free  from  con- 
fufion,  and  the  boats  were  near,  they  at  laft  got  all 
aboard,  though  not  without  the  utmoft  difficulty  ancj 
danger.  Duarte  Pacheco  wasin  the  greateft  jeopardy, 
not  being  able  to  find  his  boat  ;  which,  by  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  fome  of  his  men,  had  been  removed  from  its 
place.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  endeavoured 
to  cut  him  ofT  before  he  could  have  affiftance  •,  but 
this  brave  man  withftood  their  fury  till  the  Albuquer- 
ques,  who  faw  him  in  this  dangerous  fituation,  came 
to  his  aid.  The  Portuguefe  having  thus  made  their 
retreat,  went  for  Cochin.  There  were  eight  of  them 
Wounded  in  this  engagement,  but  not  one  killed.  Ma- 
ny of  the  enemy  were  flain,  feven  of  their  paraos 
were  taken?   and  fifteen  burnt. 
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The  fpirits  of  the  Portuguefe  officers  were  now 
raifed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  would  allow  their 
men  no  refp'ue.  The  following  night  they  fet  out  in 
their  long  boats  to  deftroy  fome  other  villages  belong- 
ing to  the  prince  of  Repelin.  Alphonfo  advanced  be- 
fore the  reit  with  a  party  of  his  men  •,  but  the  enemy, 
who  lay  in  ambufcade,  falling  upon  him  with  great  fu- 
ry, killed  two  of  his  men,  and  wounded  twenty.  Li 
this  dangerous  iituation  he  very  much  fignalized  him- 
felf  for  his  gallantry,  having  fought  with  great  intre- 
pidity till  break  of  day,  when  Francis  Albuquerque, 
and  the  other  officers  came  to  his  afliftance.  Their  ar- 
rival gave  frefh  courage  to  our  men,  and  flruck  fuch  a 
panic  into  the  enemy,  that  they  gave  way,  and  betook 
themfclves  to  flight.  The  Portuguefe  having  conti- 
nued the  purfuit,  flew  great  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
and  fired  the  villages. 

The  fame  day  they  failed  for  the  ifland  of  Cambal, 
where  they  killed  above  700  men  :  nor  did  they  (top 
here,  but  carried  their  arms  into  the  zamorin's  territo- 
ries-, where  they  laid  wafle  the  lands,  and  made  great 
havock  amongft  the  inhabitants.  The  enemy  muflered 
6000  men,  who  attacked  our  people  ;  thefe,  however, 
were  repulfed,  though  not  without  fome  difficulty. 
About  the  fame  time  Duarte  Pacheco,  defeated  and 
gave  chace  to  34  paraos  of  Calicut,  which  had  been 
(rationed  with  a  defign  to  intercept  the  (hips  trading  to 
Cochin. 

The  fame  of  the  Portuguefe  arms  was  now  fpread 
every  where,  and  the  merchants  were  afraid  to  bring 
their  fpices  to  Cochin  ;  for  which  reafon  Alphonfo  Al- 
buquerque failed  for  Coulan,  to  load  three  (hips.  This 
city,  in  former  times,  was  the  firft  in  thefe  parts  for 
greatnefs  and  opulence,  but  in  proportion  as  Calicut 
rofe  in  trade  and  riches,  Coulan  began  to  decline.  Ic 
lies  about  48  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Cochin  •,  has  a  very 
commodious  harbour,  and  is  fituate  upon  an  excellent 
river;  which,  inhigh  tide,  is  able  to  carry  mips  of  acon- 
fiderable  burthen.     The  navigation  up  this  river  is  very 

M  4  fate, 


168  The  History  of         Book  III, 

fafe,  dangerous  only  in  one  refpeft,  that  it  being  but 
narrow,  the  enemy  often  lie  in  ambufcade  on  the  banks 
of  each  fide.     The  religious,  as  well  as  civil  cuitoms 
of  the  inhabitants,  are  much  the  fame  as  the  reft  of 
the  Malabars.     They  are  a  warlike  people,   and  are 
almoft  continually  waging  war  with  the   king  of  Nar- 
finga,  whofe  dominions  are  not  only  very  extenfive  in 
the  eaftern  parts  of  India,  bat  reach  likewife  to  the  re- 
moter! corners  of  the  well.     The  princes  of  Coulan 
ufed  chiefly  to  refide  in  the  inland  towns-,  fo  that  the 
city  of  Cou'an  was  generally  committed  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  fome  trufty   perfons :  part  of  the  king- 
do  :    i<  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  who  follow  the  doc- 
trine preached  by  Sr.  Thomas.     Thefe  men  had  gone 
through  vjpO'JS  fcenes  of  fortune ;  and  for  the  fake  of 
their  religion,  had  fufFered  many  grievances;  yet,amidft 
all  their  calamines,  they  remained  unfhaken,  and  main-* 
tained  their  Christian  faith   with  the  utmoft  perfeve- 
rance.     There  is  in  this  city  a  very  antient  church, 
which  the  Chiiftians  believe  to  have  been  built  by  St. 
Thomas.     The  body  of  this  apoftle  is  faid  to  have  been 
buried  in  the  kingdom  of  Nariinga,  in  a  church  which 
is  highly  revered   not  only  by  the  Chriftians,  but  by 
the  Arabs  likewife,  and  moft  other  nations  in  the  eaft. 
Thomas  is  reported  to  have  performed  many  wonder- 
ful things  in  this  country,  by  healing  the  fick,  and  re- 
lieving the  diftreffed.     At   the  time  when   Alphonfo 
arrived  at  Coulan,  the  queen  dowager,  in  the  place  of 
her  fon  who  was  not  of  age,  then  managed  the  king- 
dom with  great  reputation.     He  was  received  very 
kindly  by  the  leading  men  of  the  city  ^  who,  in  the 
name  of  the  queen,  treated  him   with  the  higheft  re- 
fpecl,  and  granted  him  whatever  he  requefted.     He 
made  a  friendly  alliance  with  this  people,  and  left  fe- 
veral  Portuguefe,  under  the  royal  protection,  to  tranfact 
Emmanuel's  affairs.    Having  loaded  his  fhips,  he  then 
returned  for  Cochin. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  zamorm  being  fenfible  what 
an  imprudent  conduct  he  had  run  into  at  the  mitiga- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  Arabians,  was  now  determined  to  make  a 
treaty  of  triendfhip  with  the  Portuguefe  ;  and  left  it 
might  be  interrupted  by  the  ftratagems  of  thefe  men, 
he  relolved  to  do  it  in  great  fecrecy.  He  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  Itrongly  urged  by  the  continual  felicitation 
of  Naubeadarim,  who,  as  we  have  already  mentioned, 
was  a  (bong  advocate  for  the  Portuguefe.  A  treaty 
was  accordingly  entered  into  betwixt  our  people  and 
the  zamorin.  The  conditions  were  thefe,  '  That  all 
'  the  fhips  which  had  been  fitted  out  again  ft  the  Por- 
4  tuguefe  or  their  allies,  mould   be  immediately   with- 

*  drawn :    that  reftitution    mould   be   made  of  thofe 

*  goods  which  had  been  taken  away  by  the  Arabians 
1  or  their  afTociates,  during  the  tumult  wherein  Correa 

*  was  killed  :  that  the  zamorin  mould  grant  a  certain 
c  quantity  of  fpices  to  the  Portuguefe,  within  a  limited 
4  time:  and  that  hefhould  notallowthe  Arabs,  who  traded 
'  at  Calicut,  the  liberty  of  failing  to  Arabia.'  More- 
over,  Francis  Albuquerque  demanded,  that  the  two 
Milanefe  who  had  deferted  to  the  zamorin,  fhould  be 
furrendered.  This,  however,  his  majefty  would  not 
grant,  pretending  that  it  would  be  moil:  fcandalous  in 
him  to  betray  thofe  whom  he  had  received  into  his  pro- 
tection •,  however,  he  agreed  to  every  other  requeft. 

Things  being  thus  fettled,  Naubeadarim  went  for 
Cranganor  to  fee  the  fpices  weighed  out  which  were  to 
be  given  to  Pacheco ,  who,  by  the  orders  of  Francis 
Albuquerque,  had  come  there  for  that  purpofe.  In 
the  mean  while,  when  Pacheco  had  received  the  greateft 
part  of  his  loading,  it  happened  that  a  fliip  of  Calicut 
with  fpices,  was  in  her  way  to  Cranganor.  Fernando 
Correa  having  heard  of  it,  lent  fome  of  his  men  to 
intercept  this  vefTel,  and  bring  her  to  Cochin.  Thofe 
who  were  aboard,  finding  themfelves  attacked  in  this 
hoftile  manner,  called  aloud,  that  a  mod  folemn  treaty 
rud  been  entered  into  betwixt  the  zamorin  and  the  Por- 
tuguefe, and  yet  to  be  thus  ufed,  was  moft  fcandalous 
and  unjuft.  Moreover,  they  added,  that  their  fhip 
was  bound  for  Cranganor,  with  fpices  ,  which,  in  or- 
der 
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der  to  fulfil  the  zamorin's  engagement,  were  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Portuguefe  ;  they  hoped,  therefore,  our 
people  would  not  give  umbrage  to  the  zamorin,  by 
forcibly  taking  thofe  goods  which  the  Portuguefe  would 
obtain  without  fuch  violent  proceedings :  but  Correa, 
nevenhelefs,  perfifted  in  his  refolution.  The  fhip  was 
accordingly  taken,  and  plundered  •,  fix  of  her  men  were 
killed,  and  many  wounded:  nor  did  our  people  come 
off  with  impunity,  for  feveral  of  them  were  wounded 
in  the  engagement ;  fo  that  an  inconfiderable  quantity 
of  fpices  was  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  honour  and 
juftice,  and  an  effufion  of  blood. 

When  Naubeadarim  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
affair,  he  demanded  futisfaction  from  Francis  Albu- 
querque ;  telling  him,  c  That  by  this  vio'arion  of  the 
*•  treaty,  the  zamorin  would  be  highly  provoked  •,  and 
c  an  opportunity  would  be  given  to  the  Arabians  to 
c  break  the  peace,  and   rekindle  a  war.     It  was  mod 

*  fhameful  (he  laid)  that  the  Portuguefe  fhould  take 

*  upon  them  to  punifh  injuftice  in  others,  and  they 
c  themfelves  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  Scandalous  prac- 
c  tices.     Ycu  yourfelves,  (continued  he)  thought,  and 

*  not  without  reafon,  that  you  had  a  fufficient  caufe  to 
c  declare  war  againft  the  zamorin  when  he  refufed  fa- 
6  tisfadicn  for  the  murder  of  Aures  Correa,  and  the 
4  plundering  of  your  goods.  And  will  you  refufe  re- 
'  drefs  to  his  majefty,  when  he  has  the  like  caufe  of 
c  complaint  f  Befides  (added  he)  the  king   himfelf  is 

*  naturally  fickle  and  paffionate,  and  fo  apt  is  he  to  be 
c  influenced  by  the  malicious  infinuations  of  the  Ara- 

*  bians,  that  without  the  lead  provocation  he  did  the 

*  Portuguefe  all  the  mifchief  in  his  power.     And  what 

*  will  he  fcruple  now  to  do,  when  his  indignation  is 
J  moved  by  fuch  fcandalous  and  unjufr.  treatment  ?' 
Thefe,  and  many  other  things  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
were  urged  by  Naubeadarim  •,  but  Francis  treated  all 
his  remonilrances  with  contempt.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
determine  whether  this  behaviour  of  Albuquerque  was 
owing  to  his  own  perfidious  principles,  or  his  fear  of 

punifhing 
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punifhing  Correa  -,  but  whatever  was  the  motive,  his 
conduct  at  this  juncture  certainly  tarnifhed  all  his  for- 
mer glory.  The  zamorin,  enraged  to  the  higheft  de- 
gree, ordered  a  fleet  to  be  again  equipped,  and  fol- 
dicrs  to  be  levied,  being  determined  to  carry  on  war 
by  Tea  and  land  againft  the  Portuguefe,  as  well  as  the 
king  of  Cochin  and  all  their  allies. 

Trimumpar  being  informed  of  thefe  preparations, 
earned  I  y  requefted  of  Francis  Albuquerque,  that  at  his 
departure  he  would  leave  h'm  fuch  a  force  as  would 
enable  him  to  with  (land  the  hoftile  attempts  of  the  za- 
morin.  This  he  accordingly  promifed  to  do,  but  his 
performance  fell  very  much  fhort  of  a  man  of  honour ; 
for  he  left  only  one  fhip,  two  caravels,  and  another 
fmall  velTel  with  100  men.  There  were  befides  50 
Portuguefe  at  Cochin  •,  and  this  was  all  the  ftrength 
Francis  left  him  to  fland  out  againft  fo  formidable  an 
enemy.  The  command  of  this  fmall  number  was 
given  to  DuartePacheco-,  who,  with  thegreateft  chear- 
fulnefs,  was  ready  to  facrifice  his  life  for  the  glory  of 
the  Chriftian  name,  and  the  honour  of  his  royal  ma- 
iler. 

In  the  mean  while,  Alphonfo  Albuquerque  came 
from  Coulan,  and  the  two  brothers  fct  fail  at  the  fame 
time  from  Cochin,  and  fleered  for  Cananor,  where  Al- 
phonfo received  a  letter  from  Raphael  Reinel,  (who 
had  been  left  with  Naubeadarim  to  receive  the  fpicesj 
giving  him  an  account  of  the  warlike  preparations 
made  by  the  zamorin :  he  received  like  wife  a  letter 
from  Cojebequo,  to  the  fame  effect.  When  the  Al- 
biaquerques  came  upon  the  coafl  of  Calicut,  they  fent 
to  the  zamorin,  defiring  he  would  deliver  up  the^Por- 
tuguefe  who  were  with  him  ;  but  he  refufed  their  re- 
queft.  They  failed  from  thence  homewards  •,  Alphon- 
fo arrived  at  Lifbon  on  the  17th  of  July  1504.  Fran- 
cis Albuquerque,  and  Nicolas  Coelo,  very  probably 
perifhed  in  the  waves,  for  .nothing  could  be  learnt  of 
them,  nor  any  of  their  men.  Pedro  Ataide's  fhip 
was  likewife  loft,  but  he  and  his  crew  got  fafc  to  land ; 

where 
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where  having  got  a  fmall  vefTel,  he  failed  with  part  of 
his  men  for  Mozambique,  where  he  died  ;  the  reft 
went  for  Melinda. 

About  the  fame  time,  Antony  de  Saldanna  was  at 
fea,  and  had  fuffered  various  hard  (hips.  Soon  after 
the  departure  of  the  Albuquerques  from  Lifbon,  this 
man  had  been  Tent  by  Emmanuel  with  ihree  mips,  to 
cruize  in  the  mourh  of  the  Red  Sea.  Dies;o  Fcrnand 
Peteira,  one  of  the  commanders,  being  frparated  from 
the  other  two  by  ftrels  of  weather,  made  the  port  of 
Melinda.  He  touched  next  at  Socotora,  an  ifland  hi- 
therto unknown  to  our  people,  fuuate  very  near  the 
mouth  or  the  Red  Sea;  here  he  determined  to  lay  all 
winter  :  but  Saldanni,  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  his  pilot, 
was  carried  into  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  which  lies 
directly  under  the  Line.  After  he  had  departed  from 
thence,  he  met  with  another  violent  ilorm,  which  part- 
ed from  him  Roderick  Laurence  Ravafco.  Saldanna, 
in  endeavouring  to  make  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was, 
by  the  ignorance  of  the  fame  pilot,  carried  into  a  bay, 
where  he  watered  his  fhip  :  this  place  was  for  that  rea- 
son called  Aguada  del  Saldanna.  Ravarco  having  turn- 
ed the  promontory  much  fooncr,  failed  for  Mozambi- 
que, and  i hence  to  Quiloa  :  here  he  waited  20  days; 
but  as  Saldanna  did  not  arrive  in  that  time,  he  (ailed 
for  Zanzibar,  an  ifland  about  80  miies  weftward  from 
Mombaze.  Ic  is  divided  from  the  main  land  by  an 
arm  of  the  fea  fo  narrow,  that  every  fhip  pafTing  this 
way,  is  feen  from  the  ifland  as  well  as  the  continent. 
Ravafco  cruized  about  Zanzibar  two  months,  in  which 
time  he  took  above  20  rich  fhips  belonging  to  that 
ifland  ;  nor  would  he  reftore  them  till  he  had  received 
for  each  a  conllderable  ranfom.  This  behaviour  to 
thefe  iflanders,  who  had  hitherto  lived  on  friendly  terms 
with  our  peopfe,  very  much  hurt  our  intereft  in  thofe 
parts,  and  almolt  entirely  alienated  their  affect  ions  from 
the  Portuguefe.  The  prince  fent  to  Ravafco,  telling 
him  he  was  aftonilhed  that  a  commander  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  a  nation  fo  famed  for  their  fidelity,  mould 

commit 
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commit  fuch  hoftilities  againft  a  people  who  had  given 
him  no  offence;  nay,  on  the  contrary,  who  were 
friends  to  the  Portuguefe.  To  this  mefiage  Ravafco 
returned  a  moft  haughty  infolent  anfwer  ;  fo  that  the 
prince  being  provoked  by  fuch  treatment,  fitted  out 
fome  paroas  to  attack  Ravafco ;  but  before  thefe  were 
ready  to  put  to  fea,  Gomeze  Carafco,  and  Laurence 
Phceo,  by  the  orders  of  Ravaico,  were  fent  againft 
them  in  the  longboat,  well  manned  and  armed.  They 
took  four  of  the  paroas,  and  drove  the  reft  to  flight. 
They  likewife  killed  four  men,  amongft  whom  was  the 
prince's  fon.  When  the  prince  faw  that  neither  rea- 
fon  nor  force  could  avail  him,  he  refolved  to  make  a 
peace  with  Ravafco,  which  was  accordingly  concluded, 
and  he  obliged  himfelf  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  to 
Emmanuel. 

Things  being  thus  fettled,  Ravafco  directed  his 
courfe  for  Melinda,  the  prince  of  which  kingdom  was 
at  this  time  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  the  king  of 
Mombaze  •,  he  therefore  failed  to  the  harbour  of  Mom- 
baze,  where  he  took  two  merchant  fhips  and  three 
fmall  veffels.  Amongft  the  prifoners  taken  were  twelve 
Arabians,  men  of  great  fortune  and  weight  in  the  city 
of  Brava,  about  400  miles  from  Mombaze.  They 
gave  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  for  their  ranfom ; 
and  furrendered  their  city  to  the  protection  of  the 
Portuguefe,  promifing,  upon  their  faith  and  honour, 
that  they  and  the  reft  of  the  citizens  would  be  under 
the  fubjecYion  of  king  Emmanuel.  Ravafco  then  fixe 
an  annual  tribute,  which  they  were  to  pay  to  his  Por- 
tuguefe majefty.  After  this  treaty  was  agreed  upon, 
there  arrived  a  very  rich  fhip,  which  thefe  Arabians  had 
for  fome  time  expected  :  this,  however,  Ravafco  did  not 
moleft  ;  nor  would  he  allow  any  one  to  injure  thefe 
new  allies.  In  the  mean  while,  Saldanna  reached 
Mombaze  with  three  fhips  he  had  taken  in  his  voyage. 
The  king  frightened  at  this  formidable  appearance, 
and  being  afraid  that  the  refentment  of  the  Portuguefe 
might  fall  upon  him,  he  made  peace  with  the  prince 

of 
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of  Melinda.  Saldanna  then  failed  for  India,  and  an- 
chored in  the  iflands  of  Canacan  and  Anchedive.  We 
fhall  relate  his  exploits  in  their  proper  place. 

In  this  year  1504,  on  the  month  of  October,  Al- 
ph  nfo  matter  of  the  horfe,  nephew  to  Emmanuel,  was 
carried  off  by  a  violent  fit  of  ficknefs:  he  left  one 
daughter,  a  lady  of  great  virtue  and  extraordinary  beauty, 
who  was  afterwards  married  to  the  marquifs  of  Villa 
Real,  a  gentleman  of  uncommon  bravery.  This  year 
was  likewise  made  remarkable  by  the  death  of  Ifabel, 
queen  of  Caftile,  the  lofs  of  whom  was  univerfally  re- 
gretted throughout  all  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  She 
was  certainly  a  lady  of  the  moft  exalted  fentiments, 
and  adorned  with  fo  much  probity  and  piety,  that  her 
memory  is  worthy  to  be  celebrated  to  all  ages.  On 
the  gift  of  December  queen  Mary  was  delivered  of  a 
daughter,  who  was  chriftened  by  the  name  of  her  grand- 
mother Beatrix.  She  was  afterwards  married  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy.  This  fame  year  there  happened  fome 
terrible  earthquakes,  which  (hook  down  feveral  houfes, 
and  laid  open  the  earth  in  many  places.  The  inhabi- 
tants defertcd  their  houfes,  being  afraid  they  mould  be 
crufhed  in  the  ruins;  nor  durft  they  venture  upon  the 
mountains,  left  thefe  being  torn  up  by  the  roots,  they 
might  fuffer  a  moft  (hocking  death.  They  therefore 
flocked  to  the  fields  and  valleys,  where  they  lived  in 
tents. 

About  this  fame  time,  John  Menez  very  much  di- 
ftinguifhed  himfelf  in  Africa  for  his  gallantry  and  good 
conduct.  There  is  a  noted  town  in  Africa  called 
L'arache,  fituate  upon  the  river  Lixtis,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Arzila.  The  Moors  had  taken  five  Por- 
tuguefe  (hips,  and  carried  them  into  this  place.  Menez 
being  informed  of  it,  was  moved  with  indignation,  and 
formed  a  defign  of  forcing  into  the  harbour  to  carry 
them  off.  The  mouth  of  this  river  was  defended  by  a 
fort,  ftrong  by  nature,  as  well  as  art,  furnifhed  with 
all  manner  of  warlike  (lores,  and  well  garrifoned  with 
foldiers.     It  is  the  general  receptacle  for  all  the  pyrates 

in 
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in  thofe   parts  of  Africa.     Menez  was  devifing  with 
himfeif,  how  he  could,  with  fafety,  make  his  way  into 
the  harbour;  in   the    mean  while  it  happened,  that  he 
fpied  towards  the  well,  a  couple  of  galleys  of  two  banks 
of  oars,  and  another  of  three.     He   lent  fome  fcouts 
by  water,  and  others  by  land,  to  examine  their  courfe. 
Thefe  brought  intelligence  that  the  galleys  had  put  into 
the  harbour  of  L'arache,  and  were  drawn  a(hore,  but 
that  the  one  of  three  tire  was  very  near  the  \vater.  Me- 
nez ordered  four  caravels  to  be  got  ready  with  all  expe- 
dition ;  thefe  he  manned  with   a    fufficient  number  of 
foldiers,  fuch  as  he  knew  to  be  equal  to  fo  bold  an  en- 
terprize:  having  weighed   in  the  night,    he  fleered  for 
L'arache,  and  by  break  of  day,  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  where  he  came  to  an  anchor.     The  Moors 
were  not  a  little  ftartled  at  the  arrival   of  our  people-, 
they  fired  their  guns,  threw   large  bombs,  and  endea- 
voured by  all  polhble  means  to  annoy  the  Portuguefe. 
But  Menez  waited  for  the  tide,  before  he  would  at- 
tempt any  thing  further :  he  ordered  one  of  his  fliips  to 
be  covered  with  feather-beds  and  facks  of  woo),  and  be 
placed  oppofue   the    fort   to  receive  the  cannon  balls. 
So  that  the  reft  of  the   fhips  being  thereby  fkreened, 
might  come  into  the  harbour  with  fafety.    The  Moors, 
in  the  mean  while,  furioufly  plied  our  people  with  darts 
and  other  miflive  weapons :  but  Menez,  in  fpite  of  all 
their  oppofnion,  forced  his  way  up  the  river  with   all 
his  veffels.     This  river  was  of  a  good  depth,  and   fo 
much  encreafed  by  the  tide,  that  the  Portuguefe  could 
approach  the  banks  with  the  greateft  eafe.     The  men 
therefore,  according  to  their  general's  orders,  jump'd 
alhore,  and  with  great  emulation,  endeavour  to  fire  the 
three-banked  galley,  by  throwing  lighted  torches.  The 
Moors,  on  the  other  hand,  rufhed   from  all  quarters  to 
hinder  this  from  being  put  in  execution  ;    fo  that  for  a 
confiderable  time,  the  conflict  was  fierce  and  obftinate. 
Our  people  behaved  on  this  occafion  with  uncommon 
courage :  the  enemy  having  feveral  of  their  men  killed 
and  wounded,  at  laft  betook  themfclves  to  flight  ;  the 
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Portuguefe  would  have  purfued  them,  had  they  not 
been  checked  by  Menez,  who  ordered  them  directly  to 
let  about  burning  the  galley  of  three  tire  of  oars.  They 
accordingly  executed  his  commands,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  towed  along  with  them  five  of  the  enemies  two- 
banked  galleys,  together  with  two  mips  of  war,  and 
they  retook  alfooneof  the  Portuguefe  fhips  •,  but  being 
unable  to  bring  off  the  reft,  they  burnt  them  that  they, 
might  be  of  nu  ufe  to  the  enemy.  Menez  having  thus 
fucceeded  in  his  enterprize,  and  perceiving  that  the 
enemy  grew  more  and  more  numerous,  failed  down 
the  river  with  great  eafe,  the  tide  beginning  now  to 
ebb:  nor  in  the  whole  of  this  affair  did  he  lofe  any 
more  than  one  man  •,  and  he  returned  with  twelve  fhips 
into  the  Port  of  Arzilla,  from  whence  he  had  fet  out 
with  four  only.  The  hardinefs  and  intrepidity  of  this 
man,  (truck  a  terror  into  the  enemy,  when  they  faw 
that  he  had  dared,  under  the  very  mouth  of  their  can- 
non, to  force  his  way  inte  the  harbour,  and  with  fo 
fmall  a  fiVet  to  threaten  ruin  and  deftruclion  to  a  city 
fo  ftrongly  fortified.  Nor  were  they  fo  much  con- 
cerned tor  the  lofs  of  their  men  and  fhips,  as  alarmed 
with  the  amazing  intrepidity  of  the  aclion  •,  and  they 
were  afraid  that  our  men,  being  emboldened  by  fuc- 
cefs,  would  attempt  ftill  greater  things. 

The  news  of  this  expedition,  was  extremely  grateful 
to  Emmanuel,  who  beftowed  the  higheft  encomiums 
on  the  bravery,  conduct  and  vigilance  of  Menez.  But 
this  gallant  man  was  indefatigable  in  his  purluit  after 
glory  •,  for,  by  his  means,  the  enemy  foon  after  fuf- 
fered  another  confiderable  defeat.  There  is  a  mountain 
called  Farrob,  which  I  take  to  be  a  part  of  the  LefTer 
Atlas.  It  is  about  twenty  miles  from  Arzila  ;  at  the 
bottom  there  runs  a  river,  the  waters  of  which,  in  the 
winter,  are  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  become 
unfordable.  The  enemy,  therefore,  looked  upon  this 
mountain  to  be  a  place  of  great  fecurity,  and  generally 
pitched  their  winter  quarters  in  the  adjacent  villages, 
where  they  fed  great  numbers  of  all   forts  of  cattle. 

Menez 


book  Itl.      the  P  O  R  T  U  G  U  E  S  E,  &c.         177 

Menez  ordered  two  fquare  boats  to  be  built  of  fuch 
a  fize  that  each  of  therri  might  be  carried  upon  a  horfe  : 
he  went  about  this  with  fo  much  fecrecy,  that  the 
workmen  knew  not  for  what  they  were  defigned.  The 
boats  being  finifhed,  he  deferred  his  defign  till  there 
happened  to  be  a  very  rainy  tempeftuous  night.  Now 
he  thought  it  a  very  proper  time  for  the  execution  of 
his  fcheme  ;  accordingly  he  ordered  the  fignal  to  be 
given  to  arms.  This  not  a  little  furprifed  all  his  men* 
who  little  thought  of  entering  upon  any  warlike  ex- 
pedition in  fuch  ftormy  weather.  However,  they  had 
all  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  wifdom  and  experience 
of  their  general,  that  they  concluded  it  not  to  be 
done  without  a  fufficient  reafon;  and  having  armed 
themfelves,  followed  him  without  the  leaft  hefitatiom 
Nor  did  any  one  enquire  what  was  his  defign,  or  whi- 
ther he  marched.  Menez  took  two  hundred  and 
twenty  cavalry  with  him,  to  whom,  as  foon  as  he 
thought  proper,  he  laid  open  his  fcheme,  (hewed  them 
how  eafily  it  might  be  put  in  execution,  and  en- 
deavoured to  infpire  them  with  courage  and  refolution 
to  perform  their  duty.  He  at  the  fame  time  told  them.; 
that  if  any  prefent  were  afraid  to  venture  upon  this  en~ 
terprize,  to  fuch  he  gave  free  liberty,  nay  entreated 
them,  to  return  home :  for  he  faid  he  was  much  more 
confident  of  fuccefs  in  any  exploit  with  a  few  brave 
men,  than  with  a  greater  number  who  were  timorous 
and  diffident.  There  was  not  one  of  his  foldi'ers,  how- 
ever, fo  far  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  honour,  as  to  accept  of 
this  propofal.  When  they  came  to  the  river,  which 
had  overflowed  its  banks  to  a  much  greater  degree, 
than  could  be  expected,  Menez  ordered  the  boats  to 
be  placed  by  the  water-fide;  then  he  commanded  Fer- 
dinand Freitas,  one  of  his  fervants,  to  fwim  acrofs  the 
river,  with  the  extremity  of  a  rope  in  his  teeth,  which 
was  tied  to  one  of  the  boars  i  this  man  when  he  got  to' 
the  oppofite  bank  could  with  the  greateft  eafe  draw 
over  the  boat.  In  like  manner,  the  other  tied  to  the 
firft,  was  moved  at  the  fame  time  5  fo  thau  there  being 
Vol.  L  N  ropes 
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ropes  reaching  from  the  boats  to  each  fide  of  the  river, 
they  could  be  pulled  backwards  and  forwards  with  the 
greateft  facility.  The  foldiers  having  taken  the  faddles 
off  their  horfes,  threw  them  into  the  boats.  The  Por- 
tuguefe  then  went  aboard,  and  holding  their  horfes 
by  the  reins,  by  this  means  obliged  them  to  fwim  after 
them. 

Having  palTed  over  the  river  after  this  manner, 
they  again   mounted  their  horfes,  and  followed   their 
leader  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  through  many  marfhy 
places,  where  the  horfes  were  up  to  the  belly  in  mud 
and  water.     Mcnez,  who  was    well  acquainted  with, 
the  country,  marched  on  till  he  approached  the  vil- 
lages, where  he  lay  in  ambufh  with  his  men  in  a  place 
very  convenient  for  that   purpofe.     By  break  of  day 
(the  weather   being  now  fair)  the  inhabitants  of  the 
mountain  began  to   defcend  to  the  valleys,    fome  to 
look  after    their  corn  fields,  fome  driving  their  cattle 
to  pafture,  whilft  others  were  going  to  take  the  diver- 
fion  of  hunting.     Menez,  however,  was  yet  unwilling 
to   come  forth  till  he  fhould   fee  a  greater  number  of 
the  enemy  to  attack.     But  it  happened  that   two  of 
the  Moors,  who  were  hunting,  difcovered  him  and  his 
party  for  which   reafon  he  was  obliged  to  fally  forth 
immediately.     He  fell   accordingly   upon  the  enemy 
unawares,  took  feveral  of  them  prifoners,  killed  great 
numbers,  and  having  made  a  confiderable  booty,  drew 
off  his  men  in  fafety.     When  our  people  reached  the 
river,  they  drove  the  cattle  they  had  taken  into  the 
water,  and  obliged  them    to  fwim   over ;    then    they 
themfelves  croffed  the  river  again,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  with   the  fame  facility  as  they  had  done  the 
preceding  night.     They  entered  Arzila  in  the  dufk  of 
the  evening,  to   the  greateft  furprize  and  admiration 
of  all  who  remained  in  that  place  •,  for  every  one  looked 
upon  it  to  be  almoft  impracticable,  to  pafs   the  river 
in  fuch  tempeduous  weather;  or  if  this  was  effected, 
they  reckoned  it  next    to  an    impofTibility,   that  they 
fhould  efcape  from  fo  numerous  and  warlike  an  enemy, 

when 
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when  their  retreat  mud  be  attended  with  fo  much  dif- 
ficulty, and  might  have  been  rendered  (till  more  fo, 
by  cutting  the  ropes  of  their  boats. 

Whilft  thefe  things,  as  above  related,  happened  in 
Portugal  and  Africa,  Trimumpar  and  the  Portuguefe 
in  his- kingdom  were  embarrafTed  with  a   heavy  war* 
The  zamorin,  as  we  have  already   mentioned,   had 
levied  a  formidable  army,  and  fitted  out  a  ftrong  fleet 
before  the  Albuquerques  fet  out  for  Portugal ;  Pacheco 
having  left  them  at  Cananor,  had  failed  for  Cochin. 
When  the  king  perceived  what  an  inconfiderable  force 
was  left  him  by  our  people,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  enemy's  being  fo  numerous, 
that  a  pretty  large  army  feemed  hardly  ab!e  to  cops 
with   them,    and  underftood  likewife,   that  not  only 
the  Arabian  merchants,  who  fupplied  his  people  with 
corn,  but  many  of  his  other  citizens  had  likewife  thought 
of  deferting  him,  nay  great  numbers,  had  already  re- 
voked to  the  zamorin  ;  when  he  confidered   thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  I  fay,  he  was  in  the  utmoft   defpair.    He 
was  not  a  little  uneafy  with  regard  to  the  behaviour  of 
the  Portuguefe  ;  for  he  could  not  but  account  it   the 
greateft  madnefs,  if  Pacheco  fhould   offer,  with   fuch 
a  handful  of  men,  to  engage  the  enemy ;  nay  he  was 
at  laft  of  opinion,  that  a  defigned  trick  had   been  put 
upon  him  by  Francis  Albuquerque:    for  had  this  man 
been  fincere  in  his  profeflions  of  friendfhip,  he  concluded* 
and  not  without  reafon,  that  he  muft  have  had  a  re- 
gard  to    his  fafety,  and   would  have  lefc  him  a  larger 
reinforcement.     Being  diffracted  with  thefe  thoughts, 
he  went  to   Pacheco,    and  earnefliy  conjured   him  to 
fpeak  his  mind  with   opennefs  and   candour:    telling 
him,  at  the   fame  time,  he  had  behaved  to  the  Por-* 
tuguefe  with  fo  much  fidelity,  that,    if   they  proved 
treacherous  to  him,  he  had  the  greater  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  their  ingratitude  and  injuftice.     '  However, 
'  (added  he)  I   come  not  at  prefent  to  implore   your 
4  afiiftance  in  my  diftrefs-,  let  me  only  conjure  you  nog 
«  to  act  towards  me  with  difiimulation.     if  all  expec- 
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4  tation  of  aid  from  you  is  cut  off,  then  perhaps  I  may 
4  yet  devifefome  method  to  fave  myfelfand  my  king- 

*  dom  from  utter  deftruction.    Whereas  if  I  am  buoyed 

*  up  with  falfe  hopes,  I  may  then  neglect  the  proper 

*  opportunity  of  bringing  things  to  an  accommoda- 

*  tion,  and,  when  it  is  too  late,   I  fhall  in  vain  bewail 

*  my  misfortunes.  You  muft  know  then,  that  1  can- 
4  not  help  thinking  you  was  left  by  the  Albuquerques 

*  only  to  tranfact  the  affairs  of  Emmanuel  in  India, 
«  without  any  intention  to  afUfl:  me :  for  if  they  had 
4  had  the  lead  concern  for  my  prefervation,  is  it  likely, 

*  that  of  fo  ftrong  a  fleet,  and  iuch  a  number  of  forces, 

*  they  mould  have  Itft  only  three  fmall  leaky  fhips, 
4  and  fuch  an  inconfiderable  number  of  foldiers  ?  If 
4  indeed  your  intention  is,  when  you  fee  me  involved 

*  in  difficulties,  to  retire  to  Coulan  and  Cananor,  then 
4  your  flrength  is  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  But  if 
4  you  are  refolved  to  defend  my  kingdom  from  the 

*  incurfions  of  a  powerful  enemy,  then  I  think  I  may 
4  with  reafon  affirm,  that  the  Albuquerques  have  acted 

*  without  the  leaft  prudence  or  forefight.  I  therefore 
4  again  entreat,  and,  in  the  name  of  that  deity  whom 
4  you  worfhip,  conjure  you  not  to  deceive  me,  but  to 
4  declare  fincerely,  whether  you  intend  as  a  friend  to 
4  aflift  me  in  my  diftrefs,  or  if  you  defign  to  avoid 
4  the  impending  itorm,  by  removing  to  another  place.' 
Pacheco  was  moved  with  indignation  at  this  fpeech, 
calling  in  queftion  his  fidelity  and  honour,  which  is  the 
greateit  indignity  that  could  be  offered  to  a  man  of 
probity.  In  his  anfwer  to  the  king,  he  was  unable  to 
conceal  his  rcfentment,  and  expoftulated  with  him  in 
a  very  warm  manner  concerning  this  affront :  '  His 
c  honour,  (he  added;  had  been  always  more  dear  to 
4  him  than  life  itfelf.  Nor  was  there  any  reafon  to 
6  complain  of  the  Albuquerques,  fince  they  had  left  a 
4  fufficient  force  to  curb  the  infolence  of  the  zamorin  \ 
'  for  victory  was  not  procured  by  the  rafhnef>  of  an 
\  undifciplined  multitude,  but  by  the  bravery  and 
4  good  conduct  of  a  few.     Befides,  that    the  king- 
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*  dom  of  Cochin  was  divided  from  that  of  Calicut  by 

*  a  river  and  an  arm  of  the  fea,  fo  narrow  that  it  might 
c  be  defended  by  a  handful  of  men,  againft  a  mod  nu- 

*  merous  enemy.     Moreover,  that  he  depended  not 

*  a  little  on  the  divine  aid,  infomuch  that  he  hoped, 
c  nay  was   almoft   confident,  that  the  zamorin  would 

*  not  only  be  conquered,  but   alfo  carried   in  chains 

*  to  Portugal.     He  bid  the  king  of  Cochin  therefore 

*  be  of  good  courage  ;  and  as  for  his   own  part,  he 

*  was  determined  to  fight  to  the  lad,  in  defence  of  his 

*  honour  and  dignity.'  This  fpeech  raifed  the  king's 
fpirif,  and  gave  mrn  frem  hopes :  he  gave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  war  to  Pacheco,  who  lent  for  feveral  of 
the  Arabian  merchants,  fuch  as  were  mod  eminent  for 
their  wealth  and  power;  thefe  he  endeavoured  to  ani- 
mate with  courage,  and  advifed  them,  in  the  drongeft 
terms,  not  out  of  a  groundlefs  apprehenfion  to  abandon 
a  place  where  they  had  hitherto  lived  fo  advantage- 
oufly.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  offered  feveral  reafons,  to 
convince  them  that  they  ought  not  to  defpair  of  vic- 
tory. Laftly,  he  pronounced  the  fevered  threats  againft 
thofe,  who  fhould  out  of  treachery  or  cowardice,  de- 
fert  Trimumpar.  This,  he  faid,  he  was  willing  to  de- 
clare publickly,  that  every  one  might  know  fuch  a 
crime  mould  not  go  unpunifhed :  nor  was  it  pofTible 
for  anyone  to  efcape  undifcovered;  for  he  allured  them, 
he  would  place  guards  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  man 
could  go  off  by  fea  or  land,  without  his  knowledge. 
c  Whoever  therefore  (added  he)  has  any  regard  for 
1  his  life,  let  him  deteft  the  infamous  thought  of  de- 
c  ferting  his  country,  for  if  any  man  fhall  attempt  fuch 
4  a  difhonourable  action,  let  him  be  allured  he  (hall 

*  differ  the  mod  cruel  death.'  He  delivered  this  fpeech 
with  great  fternnefs  and  refolution,  but  efpecially,  when, 
he  fpoke  the  lad  words  :  his  eyes  fparkled,  and.  his 
whole  countenance  carried  fuch  a  threatning  ahfe  that 
he  druck  a  terror  into  all  who  heard  him.  They  an- 
fwered,  that  they  would  remain  unfhaken  in  their  duty, 
and  that  the  king  mould  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
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their  difloyalty.  Hence  it  happened,  that  all  thofe  who 
intended  to  leave  the  city  of  Cochin  (fome  from  in- 
clination, others  from  fear)  dropt  their  defign. 

Pacheco,  in  the  mean  while,  failed  backward  and 
forward  in  the  river,  and  ftationed  foldiers  in  all  the 
paflfages,  both  by  fea  and  land,  to  prevent  any  one 
flying  from  the  ifland.  It  happened,  at  this  time 
that  two  fifhermen,  who  had  gone  a  fifhing  without 
his  leave,  were  brought  before  him.  He  alledged,  that 
thefe  men  had  intended  to  defert ;  for  which  reafon, 
with  a  loud  and  threatning  voice,  he  ordered  them  to 
be  carried  back  to  the  ifland,  and  there  hanged.  When 
the  king  was  informed  of  this,  he  earneftly  begged 
of  him  to  pardon  thefe  unfortunate  men.  Pacheco 
returned  for  anfwer.  '  That  he  was  aftonifhed  how  fo 
4  wife  a  prince  fhould  be  fo  remifs  in  punifhing  fuch 

*  a  heinous   crime :    that  at  fuch  a  dangerous  juncture, 

*  the  reins  of  government  ought   not  to  be  flackened, 

*  but  difcipline  kept  up  with  the  utmoft  feverity  •,  for 

*  the  punitlimcnt  of  thefe  men  would  deter  thofe  who 

*  might  be  willing  to  commit  fuch  practices,  whereas 

*  the  pardoning  of  them  would  certainly  tend  to 
4  encourage  the  like  treachery  in  others :  for  which  rea- 

*  fon,  he    faid,  he  would  by  no  means  fufTer  the  king, 

*  by  his  indifcreet  lenity,  fo  far  to  endanger  the  honour 

*  and  fa fety  of  his  kingdom.'  Pacheco,  however,  pri- 
vately fent  a  mefknger  to  Trimumpar,  to  inform  him, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  put  the  fifhermen  to  death, 
but  only  made  an  appearance  of  this  feverity,  in  or- 
der to  keep  others  to  their  duty.  The  two  men  were 
fecretly  in  the  night  conveyed  to  the  king's  palace, 
where  they  were  concealed  with  the  utmoft  careful - 
riefs,  that  the  people  might  not  difcover  they  had  been 
fiigh;ened  by  a  mere  fliew  of  feverity. 

Pacheco  took  all  neceffary  meafures  for  the  fecurity 
of  Cochin  ;  but  not  consent  with  acting  merely  on  the 
defenfive,  he  refolved  likewife  to  anoy  the  enemy.  He 
therefore  frequently  crofled  the  river,  and  made  in- 
Curfions  upon  the  territories  of  Repelin,  and  the  ad- 
joining 
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joining  country.  He  fired  feveral  of  the  villages, 
killed  many  of  the  inhabitants,  and  at  various  times 
gave  the  higheft  inftances  of  his  alertnefs  in  military 
affairs,  by  falling  upon  the  enemy  unawares.  The 
zamorin  being  informed  of  thefe  things,  drew  out 
his  army,  with  great  expedition,  and  marched  to- 
wards Repelin.  Pacheco  was  apprized  of  the  za- 
morin's  appproach,  and  the  number  of  his  forces,  by 
a  letter  from  Roderick  Reinel,  who  at  this  time,  was 
afflicted  with  a  violent  fit  of  fkknefe,  of  which  he  died 
foon  after  at  Calicut.  When  this  news  reached  Co- 
chin, the  Arabians  began  to  raife  frefh  commotions, 
by  foliciting  the  people  to  revolt,  but  the  flrictnefs 
and  vigilance  of  Pacheco  deterred  them  from  fuch  an 
attempt. 

The  kingdom  of  Cochin,  towards  the  north,  where 
the  enemy  were  to  make  their  defcent,  is  divided  by 
feveral  arms  of  the  fea,  into  many  little  iflands  :  in 
fuch  a  manner,  however,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult 
for  an  army  to  pafs  from  one  to  the  other,  becaufe 
thefe  ftreights  cannot  be  pafled  afoot,  nor  is  eafy  to 
ferry  over  in  boats,  by  reafon  of  the  many  (hallow 
places.  It  is  likewife  extremely  difficult  to  atttack 
the  city  of  Cochin  from  the  open  fea,  the  entrance  to 
the  harbour  being  very  narrow  and  dangerous.  The 
zamorin  did  not  choofe  to  attempt  the  ford  formerly 
pafled  by  him,  when  he  drove  Trimumpar  out  of  his 
kingdom,  becaufe  he  remembred  the  great  lofs  he  had 
fuftained  in  that  affair,  and  concluded  it  would  now 
be  much  more  dangerous,  when  the  king  of  Cochin 
was  afiifted  by  the  Portuguefe. 

In  the  ifland  called  Cambalam,  fituate  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  at  a  little  diftance  from  Repelin,  there  is  a  ford, 
not  very  difficult,  to  the  country  of  Cochin.  Thither 
the  zamorin  moved  his  fleet  and  army,  thinking  that 
he  might  pafs  over  with  his  forces,  to  deffroy  the 
Portuguefe  and  the  people  of  Cochin.  But  Pacheco, 
with  the  utmoft  vigour,  prepared  to  oppofe  his  paf- 
iage  :  and  in  order  to  fhew  how  little  he  was  afraid 

N  4  >  of 
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pf  the  zamorin's  power,  he  one  night  made  an  excur* 
fion  with  fome  of  his  forces,  and  having  entered  the 
{own  of  Rep-Jin,  killed  feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  fome 
aileep,  and  others  half  awake.  Our  men  having  been 
thus  fuccefsful,  the  fignal  was  given,  and  they  retreated. 
Several  of  the  enemy  purfued  them  ;  thefe  they  receivr 
ed  with  great  intrepidity,  nor  did  they  fuffer  any  other 
lofs  in  this  affair,  than  that  of  having  eight  of  their 
men  wounded. 

When  the  zamorin  was  about  to  attempt  the  ford, 
Pacheco  difpofed  of  his  foldiers  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  In  the  largeft  fhip,  furnifhed  with  cannon,  fire 
arms,  and  all  manner  of  warlike  (lores,  he  left  five 
men,  under  the  direction  of  Diego  Pereira,  whom  he 
ftrictly  injoined  to  defend  the  city  and  fort  from  all 
attacks  of  the  enemy.  He  placed  thirty-five  in  the 
fort,  under  the  command  of  Ferdinand  Correa  :  he  put 
twenty-fix  aboard  one  of  the  caravels,  over  whom  he 
appointed  Pedro  Raphael:  and  as  the  other  caravel  was 
repairing,  he  fitted  out  two  fmall  veffels,  one  of  which 
he  gave  to  Diego  Petrez,  with  three  and  twenty  fol- 
diers :  he  referved  the  other  for  himfelf,  with  two  and 
twenty  men,  amongft  whom  was  Simon  Androde,  a 
youth  who  had  given  the  mod  early  proofs  of  bravery 
and  magnanimity.  The  whole  force  aboard  thefe  fhips 
amounted  only  to  feventy  one  men.  Before  they 
departed,  they  took  the  facrament,  and  declared  in 
the  mod  folem  manner,  they  would  not  give  way 
through  fear,  nor  refufe  to  die  in  defence  of  each  other : 
that  they  would  not  allow  themfelves  to  be  taken  pri- 
foners,  nor  feek  their  fafety  by  flight,  but  would  either 
die  honourably,  or  return  crowned  with  victory.  Ani- 
mated with  fuch  heroic  fentiments,  they  embarked  on 
this  expedition  :  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  fort,  the 
king  of  Cochin  expected  them.  His  majefiy  was  at 
firft  greatly  overjoyed  when  he  perceived  with  what 
alacrity  Pacheco  went  againft  fo  numerous  an  enemy  ; 
but  when  he  reflected  that  all  his  hope  was  placed  in 
fuch  a  handful  of  Portuguefe3    then  he  felt  great  ut> 

eafinefs 
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eafinefs  and  perturbation  in  his  mind.  Befides,  he 
was  touched  with  the  molt  exquifite  fenfe  of  grief, 
when  he  confidered  that  thefe  men  were  rufhing  to 
deftruction :  his  forrow  was  ftill  more  encreafed  when 
he  confidered  their  intrepidity  and  contempt  of  danger; 
for  he  could,  not  without  the  higheft  concern,  think  that 
fueh  unparalleled  bravery  mould  be  expofed  to  fuch  a 
difmal  fate.  He  therefore  with  tears  befeeched  Pa- 
checo  to  detift  from  the  attempt.     He  faid  *  he  had 

*  given  over  all  thoughts  of  defending  his  kingdom  •, 

*  and  therefore  earneftly  defired  Pacheco  would  not,  by 

*  this  deflrudion  of  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the  Portu- 
'  guefe,   whom  he  loved  fo  tenderly,  add  to  his  ruin, 

*  which  was   inevitable :    that  he   had    already  been 

*  thorougly  convinced  of  their  fidelity,  which  he  be- 
'  lieved   they  held  in  higher  efteem  than   life   itfelf : 

*  and  therefore  the  lofs  of  fuch  men,  would  be  more 
c  grievous  to  him,  than  that  of  his  kingdom.'  Pa- 
checo, though  a  man  of  the  greateft  magnanimity,  yet 
was  greatly  touched  with  thefe  expreffions,  and  could 
hardly  refrain  from  tears.  However,  he  bid  his  ma- 
jefty  be  of  good  courage,  advifing  him  not  to  be  de- 
jected by  the  weaknefs  of  his  ftrength,  but  to  put  his 
truft  in  Divine  providence.  Trimumpar  had,  at  this  junc- 
ture, only  five  thoufand  foldiers,  the  reft,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  had  deferted  to  the  zamorin.  He 
gave  five  hundred  men  to  Pacheco,  who  were  com- 
manded by  Candagor  and  Frangor,  lords  of  Palurl  and 
Darraul,  whom  he  ftriclly  enjoined  to  obey  the  Portu- 
guefe  general,  in  all  his  orders.  Pacheco  accordingly 
fee  out  with  thefe  forces  in  the  night  on  the  16th  of 
March  1504.  Having  failed  with  the  tide,  he  reached 
the  ford  by  day  break.  The  zamorin's  army  had  not 
yet  come  hither ^  Pacheco  therefore  refolved,  in  the 
enemy's  abfence,  to  make  an  attack  on  fome  of  their 
confederates.  He  accordingly  failed  for  the  harbour  of 
Repelin,  where  there  happened  then  to  be  about  eight 
hundred  archers;  thefe  endeavoured  to  oppofe  the  land- 
ing of  our  people,  by  difcharging   their  arrows,  and 

throwing 
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throwing  all  manner  of  miflive  weapons.  The  Portu- 
guefe,  however,  by  the  help  of  their  cannon,  foon  ob- 
liged them  to  retire,  and  landed  without  any  difficulty. 
The  enemy,  who  had  fled,  when  they  faw  our  people 
afhore,  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  fhips,  returned 
again  in  a  body,  and  charged  them  with  great  fury. 
The  difpute  was  obftinate,  and  lafted  till  the  middle 
of  the  night :  there  were  many  killed  and  wounded 
on  both  fides,  but  at  laft  the  enemy  was  routed  and 
put  to  flight.  The  Portuguefe  burnt  the  town,  and 
drove  off  a  great  number  of  oxen,  which  they  killed 
for  food.  This  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  naires,  who 
efteem  it  unlawful  to  kill  an  ox,  and  impious  to  eat 
the  flefh  thereof.  Our  people,  however,  pay'd  no 
regard  to  thefe  fcrupulous  notions,  being  more  afraid 
of  being  pinched  by  hunger  than  giving  them  of- 
fence. 

The  following  day  the  zamorin  appeared  with  his 
whole  army.  Bertacorole  king  of  Tanor,  was  at  the 
head  of  four  thoufand  men :  Cantanambar  who  reigned 
over  the  countries  of  Bifpur  and  Cucurram  lying  near 
the  mountain  which  reaches  to  the  eaftern  confines 
of  Narfinga,  brought  with  him  twelve  thoufand : 
The  prince  of  Cotugan,  fituated  betwixt  Cananor  and 
Calicut,  led  into  the  field  eighteen  thoufand  :  and  Cur- 
rivacuil  the  king  of  Curiga,  which  lies  betwixt  Cran- 
ganor  and  Panane,  was  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand 
men.  Every  one  of  their  princes  had  their  own  di- 
ftinft  ftandard?,  and  were  ail  tributary  to  the  zamorin 
of  Calicut.  The  remainder  of  the  army,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thoufand  men,  amongft  whom  there  were 
a  great  many  Arabians,  was  commanded  by  Naubea- 
darim,  and  iome  other  inferior  princes.  But  befides 
thefe  land  forces,  the  zamorin  had  likewlfe  fitted  out 
a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  fhips,  rowed  with  oars. 
Of  thefe  there  were  ieventy-fix  paraos,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  two  Milanefe,  had  been  co- 
vered with  facks  ftufPd  with  cotton,  to  receive  the  can- 
non balls, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  men  had  likewife  caft  feveral  cannons  of  brafs, 
and  made  fome  other  warlike  engines.  They  contrived 
alfo,  that  twenty  paroas  Jinked  together  with  chains, 
mould  be  fent  before  the  reft  of  the  fleet ;  the  com- 
manders were  ordered  to  attack  the  caravel,  and  with 
the  oreateft  expedition  to  endeavour  to  fei^e  her  with 
their^grapling  hooks.     It  was  by  their  advice  too  that 
the  zamorin  ordered  a  rampart  to  be  thrown  up,  and 
a  turret  built,  from  whence  his  foldiers  might  discharge 
their  darts  and  artillery  upon  our  people.     Pacheco, 
with  an  iron  chain,  fixed  the  caravel  at  a  little  diftance 
to  another  veflel,  and  this  in  like  manner  to  a  third; 
fo  thar,  by  this  means,  he  covered  the  breadth  of  the 
river.     In   the  mean  while  the  enemy  appeared  at  the 
northern  part  of  the  ifland.     Their   numerous    farce, 
the  found  of  their  trumpets,  the  loud  fhouting,  the 
mining  brightnefs  of  their  arms,  and  the  thundering 
of  their  cannons,  which  fhook  the  very  ground,  ftruck 
fuch  a   panic   into  the  people  of  Cochin,  that  they  all 
betook  themfelves  to  fiighr,    excepting  only  the    two 
commanders  Frangor  and  Candagor,  who,  being  aboard, 
were  kept,   contrary  to  their  inclination.     Pacheco  did 
not  detain  them  toaffift  him,  but  only  that  they  might 
be  fpectators  of   the   engagement.     The  enemy   ac- 
cordingly began  the  attack  with  great  fury,  throwing 
their  darts  and  arrows,  by  fea  and  land.     The  guns 
were  alfo  difcharged  fo  continually,  that  one  could  per- 
ceive nothing  but   fire  and   fmoak  all  around.     The 
circumftances  of  our  people  were  at  this   time  al mod 
defperate,  being  attacked  by  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  at 
the  fame  time  greatly  annoyed  by  the   weapons  from 
the  turret.     However,   their  courage  did  not  fail;  for 
they  perfifted  in  their  refolution    of  making  a  flout 
refiftance,  or  dying  honourably  ;  and  in  proportion  as 
the  enemy  bore  upon  them,  their  contempt  of  danger 
grew  higher  and   higher.     They  obliged  fome  of  the 
paraos  to  fheer  off,  but  the  twenty  which  were  chained 
together,  bearing  down  upon  our  people,  created  them 
frefh  labour  and  difficulty.  The  enemy  at  this  juncture 
I  too, 
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too,  plied  them  fo  furioufly  with  their  mifllve  weapons, 
that  the  Portuguefe  not  having  the  lead  refpite,  were 
fatigued  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  could  hardly  (land. 
The  engagement  having  now  lafted  ibme  hours,  Pa- 
checo ordered  a  very  large  gun  to  be  levelled  againft 
the  enemy  :  with  this  he  drove  afunder  the  paraos,  and 
fhattered  four  of  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make 
them  retreat ;  the  reft  having  advanced,  renewed  the 
fight.  When  the  Portugufe  had  funk  eight,  and  fcat- 
tered  thirteen,  the  remainder  of  the  enemy  then  began 
to  flag ;  but  the  prince  of  Repelin,  who  lay  in  refer ve, 
made  a  frelh  attack  upon  our  people ,  whilft,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  zamorin,  bent  upon  the  utter  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Portuguefe,  attempted  to  ford  the  water 
with  his  whole  army.  The  engagement  was  then  re- 
newed with  the  greateft  warmth  and  fury  ;  fo  that  the 
river  was  dyed  with  blood.  The  prince  of  Repelin 
called  aloud  to  his  men  to  board  the  Portuguefe  fhips, 
and  endeavoured  to  fpur  them  on  fometimes  by  threats, 
and  at  other  times  by  encouraging  fpeeches :  but  all 
his  efforts  availed  nothing,  for  the  land,  as  well  as 
naval  forces  of  the  enemy,  were  at  lad  obliged  to  re- 
tire ;  and,  to  the  utter  attonifhment  of  every  one,  the 
fight  ended  in  favour  of  the  Portuguefe,  of  whom 
there  were  feveral  wounded,  but  not  one  killed;  where- 
as there   had  fallen  of  the  enemy  above  1030  men. 

The  king  of  Cochin  having  received  the  news  of 
this  victory,  was  tranfported  with  joy,  and  immediate- 
ly difpatched  the  young  prince  to  congratulate  Pacheco 
upon  his  fuccefs.  The  Portuguefe,  though  tired  with 
fatigue,  yet  remained  not  inactive  after  this  exploit ; 
they  repaired  their  fhips  with  all  expedition,  and  refit- 
ed  the  other  caravel.  The  zamorin,  by  the  advice  of 
his  augurs,  for  fome  time  declined  any  further  engage- 
ment ;  but  Pacheco  was  determined  to  give  the  enemy 
no  reft.  He  croffed  over  to  Cambalam,  where  he  ra- 
vaged the  country,  burnt  the  villages,  killed  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  made  confiderable  booty  :  he  was 
indeed,  in  fome  places,  oppofed  by  the  enemy ;  but 

always 
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always  came  off  victorious.  In  thefe  excurfions  he  be- 
haved with  the  greateft  diligence  and  expedition  ;  and 
in  every  refpecl,  acquitted  himfelf  like  a  wife  and  ex- 
perienced general. 

The  zamorin,  though  he  ardently  defired  to  revenge 
the  late  difgraee,  yet  fo  much  was  he  led  away  by 
fuperftition,  that  he  would  not  venture  upon  another 
engagement  before  the  day  appointed  by  the  augurs. 
The  day  fix'd  for  this  purpofe  was  that  on  which  the 
refurreclion  of  our  Saviour  is  kept  by  all  Chriiliarls 
with  great  fblemnity.  The  fleet  the  enemy  now  brought 
to  fea  was  much  ftronger  than  the  former,  for  they 
had  a  large  reinforcement  from  Calicut  •,  it  confided 
of  200  mips  of  war,  together  with  80  fmall  veflels. 
The  foldiers  aboard  amounted  to  15000.  The  zamo- 
rin fent  one  of  his  officers  with  70  paraos,  to  attack 
the  Ihip  left  to  defend  the  city  of  Cochin,  thinking  by 
this  means  to  draw  off  Pacheco  from  her  defence,  and 
then  he  might  more  eafily  crufh  the  Portuguefe  when 
there  ftrength  was  thus  divided.  Thefe  paraos  accord- 
ingly failed  fecretly  in  the  night  for  Cochin,  and  at- 
tacked the  guardmip.  The  king  immediately  fent  a 
meffenger  to  inform  Pacheco  of  this  affair.  He  was 
not  a  little  alarmed  at  this  news,  for  he  faw  plainly  the 
enemy's  drift ;  but  being  forced  by  necefiity,  he  was 
refolved  to  go  to  her  affiftance  :  he  accordingly  failed 
with  great  expedition  for  Cochin,  with  one  of  the  ca- 
ravels and  another  fmall  veffel.  The  enemy,  as  foon 
as  they  perceived  him  approaching,  tacked  about,  and 
ftood  away  for  Repelin  in  al!  poffible  hurry  :  Pacheco 
did  not  purfue  them,  nor  did  he  proceed  any  further ; 
but  with  his  ufual  expedition,  failed  again  to  his  for- 
mer ftation.  >A^hen  he  reached  the  pafs  of  Cambalam, 
things  were  in  the  moft  extreme  danger  ♦,  for  the  ca- 
ravel left  there,  being  in  his  abfence  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  had  been  bored  in  feveral  places,  her  rigging 
demolifhed,  and  the  facks  of  cotton  driven  from  her 
fides.  The  fmall  veffels  were  in  the  like  condition; 
having  been  battered  in  a  terrible  manner  by  the  enemy, 

who 
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who  had  attacked  them  both  by  fea  and  land.  The 
Portuguefe,  however,  retained  their  courage  amidft  all 
thefe  difficulties,  and  withftood  the  violence  of  the 
enemy  in  the  molt  intrepid  manner.  In  this  condition 
did  Pacheco  find  his  countrymen  at  his  return  ;  he  came 
upon  the  enemy  by  furprize,  and  attacked  them  in  the 
rear  :  this  (truck  a  panic  into  them,  whilft  on  the  other 
hand,  it  gave  frefh  fpirits  to  the  Portuguefe  in  the  front, 
who  fought  with  redoubled  vigour.  The  enemy  be- 
ing thus  clofely  preiTed,  at  laft  gave  way,  and  fought 
their  fafety  by  flight :  but  before  they  could  make  their 
efcape,  they  loft  79  of  their  paraos,  and  290  of  their 
men. 

The  emperor  of  Calicut  being  unable  to  brook  this 
indignity,  immediately  ordered  his  fleet  to  be  put  in 
order  again,  to  make  another  attack  upon  our  people. 
Pacheco,  mean  while,  ftrictly  charged  his  men  not  to 
brandifh  their  weapons,  point  their  cannon,  nor  to 
fpeak  aloud  till  he  gave  the  fignal  for  battle.  When 
the  enemy  perceived  the  profound  filence  of  our  people, 
they  concluded  them  to  be  languifhing  of  their  wounds, 
and  pall  all  thoughts  of  fighting.  They  accordingly 
fhouted  for  joy,  and,  in  great  hurry  and  diforder,  ad- 
vanced towards  the  Portuguefe.  Pacheco  feeing  them 
approaching,  ordered  the  fignal  to  be  founded  ;  his 
men  having  immediately  jumped  upon  deck,  raifed  a 
fhout,  and  attacked  the  enemy  very  briskly  with  their 
cannon  and  miflive  weapons.  They  funk  feveral  of 
the  paraos,  (battered  many  of  them,  and  killed  a  great 
number  of  their  men.  The  reft  of  the  enemy  were 
extremely  alarmed  when  they  beheld  fuch  havock  made 
by  men  whom  they  imagined  to  be  dying  of  their 
wounds.  And  notwithftanding  the  pretence  of  their 
fovereign,  neither  the  dread  of  his  refentment,  nor 
a  fenfe  of  fhame,  could  reflrain  them  from  a  dif- 
honourable  flight.  The  prince  of  Repelin  having  per- 
ceived this,  rallied  them,  and  forced  them  again  to  at- 
tack our  people  :  he  was  afraid,  however,  to  approach 
too  nigh,  fo  that  he  engaged  at  a  confiderabie  diftance. 

The 
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The  zamorin  was  moved  with  indignation  at  his  cow- 
ardly behaviour,  and  reproached  him  in  the  mod  vi- 
rulent manner  upon  that  account.  He  fent  for  Nau- 
beadarim,  and  urged  him  immediately  to  fall  upon  the 
Fortuguefe,  who  (he  faid)  were  already  worn  out 
with  fatigue.  Naubeadarim  undertook  the  affair,  and 
endeavoured  to  force  a  paffage  over  the  ford.  In  this 
attempt  he  met  with  a  warm  reception  from  our  people, 
who  not  only  obliged  him  to  defift,  but  alfo  routed 
and  put  him  to  flight.  In  the  purfuit  they  funk  20 
of  the  paraos,  and  killed  above  600  of  his  men. 

When  the  zamorin  found  this  attempt  was  fruftrated, 
he  ordered  his  cannon  to  be  removed  from  the  turret, 
and  then  decamped.  Pacheco  chaced  the  fleet  a  con- 
fiderable  way  :  and  having  at  lad  given  over  the  pur- 
fuit, went  aftiore  and  fired  two  of  the  largeft  villages. 
He  then  returned  to  the  ford  about  the  tenth  hour,  fo 
long  had  this  affair  continued  from  day-break.  After 
his  men  had  refted  a  few  hours,  he  advanced  to  a  fmall 
town,  which,  according  to  the  intelligence  of  his  fcouts, 
was  at  no  great  diftance,  and  very  populous :  he  en- 
tered the  place  by  furprize,  and  burnt  it,  after  having 
cut  off  many  of  the  inhabitants.  But  when  he  was 
about  to  retreat,  fome  of  the  enemy  who  had  been 
fcattered  in  many  places,  came  together  and  attacked 
him  in  a  body  ;  of  thefe  he  killed  and  wounded  a  great 
part,  and  routed  the  reft.  In  all  thefe  rencounters  we 
cannot  but  admire  the  affiduity,  boldnefs,  and  expedi- 
tion of  Pacheco  •,  no  toil  could  fatigue,  nor  difficulty 
difcourage  him,  and  the  greateft  danger  of  his  life 
could  never  deter  him  from  attacking  the  enemy. 
When  he  returned  to  the  ford,  he  found  feveral  of  the 
officers  and  fervants  of  the  king  of  Cochin,  who  wait- 
ed there  with  all  kinds  of  victuals  and  fruits  for  the  re- 
frefli'ment  of  him  and  his  foldiers. 

The  zamorin  being  now  tired  of  the  war,  was  re- 
folved  to  difmtfs  his  troops,  and  return  to  the  city  of 
Calicut.  Naubeadarim  very  much  approved  of  his  re- 
folution  j  but  the  prince  of  Repelin,  the  Arabians  in 
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the  council,  and  the  two  Milanefe,  very  much  oppofed 
it.     They  faid,  *  it  would  be  fhameful  and  dangerous 

*  if  his  majefty  did  not  profecute  a  war,  wherein  his 

*  fafety  as  well  as  dignity  was  (o  much  concerned.    For 

*  if  he  returned  home  while  it  was  unfinifhed,  this 
«  would  not  only  be  fcandalous  to  his  honour,  but  would 

*  alfo  render  the  enemy  more  fierce  and  infolent •,  fo 
«  that  they  would,  at  laft  dare,  carry  their  hoftile  arms  to 

*  Calicut  itfelf.     Befides,  (added  they)  let  us  not  de- 

*  fpair  though  fruftrated  in  our  late  attemp  to  ford  the 

*  river,  fince  there  are  other  places,  which  being  more 

*  paflfable,  may  be  attempted  with  more  fuecefs.'  He 
was  accordingly  perfuaded  to  make  another  trial  by 
the  fords  of  Palignard  and  Palurt,  the  laft  which  he 
had  formerly  parted  when  he  entered  the  ifle  of  Co- 
chin ;  he  therefore  decamped  for  that  purpofe.  Our 
people  at  firft  imagined  the  enemy  was  retired  to  Ca- 
licut, but  being  afterwards  better  informed,  they  un- 
derftood  that  a  detachment  of  the  zamorin's  forces 
were  advanced  to  the  ifland  of  Araul,  to  attempt  the 
ford  of  Palignard  ;  that  they  were  cutting  down  bran- 
ches of  trees,  which  amongft  them  are  ufed  as  em- 
blems of  victory :  Pacheco  therefore  departed  for  this 
place  (which  was  at  no  great  diftance)  with  200  of  the 
king  of  Cochin's  foldiers,  and  a  few  Portuguefe.  He 
drew  up  his  forces  in  two  lines,  one  he  gave  to  Pedro 
Raphael,  the  other  he  kept  under  his  own  command. 
The  enemy  endeavoured  to  make  fome  refiftance,  but 
moftof  them  were  killed,  and  50  taken  prifonersf  who 
were  fent  to  the  king  of  Cochin.  Pacheco  failed  from 
thence  to  the  ford  of  Palurt,  about  two  miles  diftant. 
When  he  arrived  there,  he  was  informed,  that  the  za- 
morin  intended  to  attempt  Palignard  the  following  day  5 
he  therefore  refolved  to  fet  out  again  for  that  place 
with  his  fmallefl  veiTels,  and  to  leave  fome  of  his  of- 
ficers, with  the  largcft  ihips,  at  Palurt*,  for  he  imagined 
the  enemy  would  attempt  them  both  at  once.  Before 
he  departed,  he  ordered  the  trees  on  the  oppofite  bank, 
to  be  cut  down,  that  the  enemy  might  have  nothing 
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to  fcreen  them  from  his  cannon.  He  placed  his  fhips 
in  a  line  to  defend  the  ford  ;  and  joined  them  with  ca- 
bles at  a  little  diftance,  that  they  might  be  a  mutual 
afiiflance  to  each  other.  Facheco  having  obferved  the 
two  fords  with  a  good  deal  of  attention,  discovered 
that  both  could  not  be  forded  at  the  fame  time  •,  for 
at  high  water  the  ford  of  Palignard  could  not  be  pafTed 
a-foot,  nor  was  it  deep  enough  for  the  fmalleft  veflels; 
that  again  of  Palurt  would  carry  fhips  only  at  high  wa- 
ter; Thus  when  the  former  could  be  eroded  over  a- foot, 
the  latter  had  not  a  fufficient  depth  for  fhips  ;  nor  was 
it  fo  mallow  as  to  be  pafied  a-foot.  Pacheco  having 
made  this  difcovery,  was  extremely  careful  to  guard 
thefe  two  places  at  the  proper  times.  At  his  departure 
for  Palignard,  he  left  particular  directions  to  thofe  (la- 
tioned  at  Palurt,  and  agreed  upon  a  fignal  to  be  given, 
if  they  mould  want  his  afTiftance.  He  made  alfo  a 
fpeech  to  his  men,  wherein  he  endeavoured  to  animate 
them  with  a  love  of  honour  and  glory,  and  zeal  for 
their  religion;  telling  them  they  were  now  to  encoun- 
ter the  greatrft  difficulty  ;  however,  (he  (aid)  he  was 
fenfible  he  addrefTed  himfelf  to  men  of  courage,  whom 
no  danger  could  frighten.  He  alio  exhorted  them  to 
confide  in  God,  who  had  already  given  them  fo  many- 
proofs  of  his  Divine  goodnefs  and  protection.  He 
then  ordered  them  to  rcfrefh  themfelvts  with  victuals ; 
adding,  he  was  afraid  they  mud  expect  no  food  the 
following  day,  unlefs  they  earned  it  by  their  invincible 
bravery:  they  accoidingly  obeyed  his  orders;  and  hav- 
ing placed  the  watch,  went  to  repofe. 

Pacheco  svas  upon  his  duty  by  day-break.  The 
young  prince  of  Cochin,  by  the  king's  orders,  came 
to  his  afFirtance  with  6/jo  lbldiers.  The  Ponugue  e 
commander  expected  the  enemy  at  this  ford,  but  as  they 
made  no  attempt  at  that  time,  and  the  ride  began  to  fl  >w, 
he  made  all  pofiible  hade  for  the  pals  of  Pa!uit,  where 
he  arrived  before  it  was  high  water.  In  this  manner 
he  went  day  and  night  incc  dandy  betwixt  thuk  fords  % 
being  at  laft  informed  by  his  icouts,  true  the  zanior.n 
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intended  next  day  to  attempt  the  ford  of  Palurt,  he  made 
the  moft  careful  preparations  for  its  defence :  before  day- 
break, Chriftopher  Jufart  and  Simon  Andrade,  who 
had  been  left  with  two  fmall  vefTels  for  the  defence 
of  Palignard,  came  to  his  afTiftance  ;  for  as  it  was 
then  high  water,  and  that  ford  unpafTable,  they  faid, 
they  faw  no  reafon  why  they  mould  not  fhare  the  ho- 
nour of  repulfing  the  zamorin  from  the  ford  of  Palurt; 
and  when  it  began  to  ebb  they  promifed  to  return  to 
Palignard,  The  enemy,  by  break  of  day,  began  to 
play  their  cannon  on  the  Portuguefe  mips  from  the 
fhore :  their  fleet  confifting  of  250  (hips,  came  like- 
wife  in  fight ;  but  as  they  were  at  a  confiderable  di- 
ftance,  Pacheco  thought  he  had  time,  before  their  ar- 
rival, to  attempt  fomething  to  weaken  the  power  of  fo 
formidable  an  enemy  *,  he  therefore  ordered  fmall  vef- 
fels  to  be  rowed  towards  the  fhore-,  and  having  landed 
feveral  of  his  men,  he  attacked  the  enemy's  works  : 
they  at  firfl  made  a  (tout  refiftance,  but  feveral  being 
lulled,  they  were  at  lad  forced  to  retire.  Pacheco 
wculd  have  brought  off  their  cannon,  but  as  this  was 
a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
nailed  up  fo  as  to  render  them  ufelefs. 

Having  performed  this  exploit,  he  returned  to  the 
fhips  with  great  expedition.  The  enemy's  fleet  having 
by  this  time  approached,  began  to  batter  the  Por- 
tuguefe fhips  moft  furioufly  with  their  cannon  ;  Pa- 
checo ordered  all  his  men  to  remain  in  profound  filence 
till  he  gave  the  fignal  for  engagement.  The  enemy 
looked  upon  this  as  a  mark  of  fear  and  defpair  ;  they 
were  refoived  to  overpower  our  people,  and  accordingly 
20  of  their  paraos  chained  together  came  againft  them. 
Pacheco,  when  he  thought  proper,  gave  the  fignal. 
Then  the  Portuguefe,  having  raifed  a  joyful  (hour, 
founded  their  trumpets,  and  charged  the  enemy  very 
brifldy  with  their  cannon.  The  artillery  on  both  fides 
was  play.d  with  fo  much  continued  fury,  that  nothing 
could  be  fern  all  around  but  fire  and  fmoke.  The  Ca- 
licutian  paraos  were  at  laft  feparated  and  fcattered  ;  the 
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prince  of  Repelin  obferving  this,  immediately  came  up 
with  fome  more  frefh  paraos.  The  victory  was  then 
doubtful,  the  enemy  bore  down  upon  our  people  with 
great  fury,  fighting  not  only  with  balls,  but  with  ar- 
rows, darts,  and  all  manner  of  miflive  weapons.  Not 
one  of  the  Portuguefe,  however,  was  killed  in  this  en- 
gagement ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  fuch  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  (lain,  that  the  river  was  died  with 
blood.  The  prince  of  Repelin  being  in  fight  of  the 
zamorin,  was  refolved  to  venture  upon  fome  bold  en- 
terprize  to  gain  his  efteem;  he  accordingly  twice  at- 
tempted to  pafs  the  ford,  but  was  as  often  repulfcd 
with  lofs  and  fhame. 

In  the  mean  while,  Candagor  came  exprcfs  to  Pa* 
checo  to  inform  him,  that  Naubeadarim  was  flattening 
to  Palignard,  with  a  formidable  body  of  men,  and  the 
zamorin  following  him  with  great  expedition,  to  at- 
tempt that  ford  ;  the  water,  however,  was  then  fo 
high  that  the  enemy  could  not  pafs  over.  Pacheco  bid 
Candagor  be  of  good  courage,  telling  him,  he  would 
advance  to  his  afliftance  in  proper  time.  He  continued 
at  the  ford  of  Palignard  till  the  water  was  lb  low  as  to 
hinder  the  enemy  from  a  paiTage  -,  then  he  made  all 
pofTible  hafte  to  oppofe  Naubeadarim,  whom  he  charged 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  he  obliged  him  to  retreat  in 
a  fhameful  manner ;  and  this  in  the  fight  of  his  prince, 
who  endeavoured  to  animate  him  with  the  mod  en- 
couraging fpeeches.  When  the  zamorin  faw  him  give 
way,  he  reproached  him  in  the  molt  bitter  terms ;  tell- 
ing him,  his  behaviour  was  unworthy  his  character  and 
ftation.     c  Your  cowardice  (laid  he)  refembles  that  of 

*  the  prince  of  Repelin  :  I  have  beheld  you  both  fhame- 

*  fully  fly  before  fo  weak  an  enemy.'  Naubeadarim 
being  nettled  at  this  reproachful  language,  was  refolved, 
though  at  the  expence  of  his  life,  to  wipe  off  this 
afperfion ;  he  therefore  made  another  attempr,  at  the 
head  of  12000  men.  The  difpute,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  was  extremely  keen  on  both  fides  •,  but  the  ene- 
my were  at  lad  driven  to  flight.     About  this  time,  the 
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plague  broke  out  in  the  enemy's  camp;  which  put  a 
flop  to  the  zamorin's  holtile  proceedings,  till  the  con- 
tagion ceafed.  This  refpite  was  of  great  fervice  to  the 
Portuguefe  ;  for  in  the  mean  while  they  refitted  their 
fhips,  fupplied  themfelves  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  made  other  necelTary  preparations.  Pacheco  took 
care  to  provide  a  great  number  of  ftakes  fharpened  at 
the  end  and  hardened  in  the  fire ;  thefe  he  ordered  to 
be  driven  deep  in  the  mud  at  low  water,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  they  could  not  be  pulled  up  eafily  •,  fo  that 
when  the  enemy  fhould  endeavour  to  pafs  over,  the 
fharp  points  of  thefe  ftakes  would  hurt  them  to  fach 
a  degree,  as  to  make  the  attempt  painful  and  danger- 
ous. 

The  zamorin  having  fummoned  his  bramins,  defired 
them  to  confult  the  gods,  and  to  declare  the  mod  pro- 
per day  to  attack  the  Portuguefe,  that  he  might  re- 
verge  the  injuries  he  had  fuftained.     Thefe  religious 
men  were,  at  this  juncture,  very  much  difpleafed  with 
his  majefty,  who  had  called  them  cheats  and  liars,  be- 
caufe  they  formerly  foretold  he  would  be  victorious  •, 
when,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  fufTered  many  confider- 
able  loffes.     The  bramins  returned  anfwer,  That  the 
gocis  were  offended,  and  that  he  could  expect  nothing 
but  adverfe  fortune,  till  ttay  were  reconciled  by  proper 
attonement:  that  a  temple  muft  therefore  be  built,  and 
all  manner  of  holy  rites  performed  in  honour  of  the 
offended  gods.     The  zamorin  having  made  a  vow  to 
perform  thr,  the  bramins,  in  the   name  of  the  god?, 
promifed  victory,  and  fixed  a  day  for  the  engagement. 
The  zamorin  was  extremely  punctual  to  obferve  what- 
ever the  holy  men  appointed  ;  for  he  flill  relied  greatly 
on  their  prediction  ;  accordingly  he  marched  out  againft 
the  Portuguefe  on  the  day  prefix'd.  His  army  advanced 
in  the  following  order  :  The  artillery,  which  confided 
of  30  brazen  cannon,  was  fent  before  the  army,  being 
guarded  by  4000  of  their  braved  men.     The  firft  line 
of  the  enemy's  forces,  which  amounted  to  12000  men, 
came  next  under  the  command  of  Naubeadarim.   The 
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prince  of  Repelin  followed  him  with  the  like  number. 
The  zamorin  himfelf  brought  up  the  rear,  confiding 
of  15000  foldiers-,  Pacheco  had  only  two  veffels  with 
40  Portuguefe,  to  oppofe  fo  formidable  a  body.  The 
advanced  party  of  the  enemy  having  planted  their  can- 
non oppofite  to  the  Portuguefe  fhips,  endeavoured  to 
force  our  people  from  the  ford.  Pacheco,  for  fome 
time,  made  no  refiftance,  that  he  might  render  the 
enemy  more  fecure  and  unguarded  ;  then  on  a  fudden 
he  ordered  his  fhips  to  be  moved  nearer  the  fhore,  and 
attacked  them  with  great  brifknefs.  His  cannon  were 
pointed  with  fo  much  judgment,  and  fired  fo  expedi- 
tioufly,  that  the  enemy  were  (truck  with  terror,  and 
retreated  into  a  neighbouring  wood.  The  engagement 
was  already  begun  in  this  manner,  when  Naubeadarim 
advanced  to  the  ford  with  great  expedi/ion,  and  made 
a  mod  vigorous  effort  to  gain  a  paiTage.  Our  people 
oppofed  him  with  vail  intrepidity  •,  they  wounded  ma- 
ny of  the  enemy  with  their  fmall  arms  and  granadoes, 
and  killed  feveral  with  their  cannon.  Pacheco  being 
afraid  his  fhip  would  run  a-ground,  by  reafon  of  the 
fhallownefs  of  the  water,  ordered  Chriftopher  Jufart, 
who  had  a  lefs  vefTel,  to  advance  nearer  to  defend  the 
pafs,  whilft  he  himfelf  retired  a  little  way  backwards, 
till  the  tide  fhould  begin  to  flow,  which  muff,  happen 
foon,  it  being  then  low  water.  Pacheco,  however, 
did  not  remain  unactive  ;  for  though  now  at  a  greater 
diftance,  yet  he  was  equally  ftrenuous  and  indefatigable 
in  annoying  the  enemy. 

The  foldiers  fent  by  the  king  of  Cochin,  had  been 
ftationcd  in  a  place  of  great  natural  ftrength,  and  de- 
fended likewife  by  a  rampart :  but  thefe  men  retired  at 
the  fight  of  the  eremy  ;  this  was  thought  to  be  owing 
to  the  cowardice,  or  rather  treachery  of  the  command- 
ing officer,  who  was  one  of  thofe  that  formerly  deferr- 
ed to  the  zamorin,  but  had  ^een  rein  Rated  in  the  fa- 
vour of  Trimumpar.  The  young  prince  of  Cochin 
was  himfelf  to  have  headed  them,  but  not  being  ap- 
prized of  the  enemy's  approach,  he  was  then  in  the 
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ci;y,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  engagement :  Pacheco 
had  indeed  lent  a  bramin,  to  inform  him  of  the  za- 
morin's  approach,  but  this  man  proving  a  traitor,  de- 
layed carrying  the  mefLge  till  he  thought  the  enemy 
had  time  to  accornplifh  their  ends.  Pacheco  did  not 
know  of  the  defertion  of  the  Cochinians  *,  Jufart, 
however,  perceived  it,  and  called  aloud  to  inform  him 
of  their  treacherous  behaviour,  but  the  noife  of  the 
cannon,  and  the  (bouts  of  the  men,  were  fo  great, 
that  Pacheco  could  not  hear  him. 

The  whole  army  of  the  enemy  had  now  advanced 
to  the  ford,  and  with  united  force,  attempted  to  gain 
a  paifage.     The  zamorin  expofed  himfelf  as  much  as 
any  common  foldier,  endeavouring  to  animate  his  men 
by  example  as  well  as  words:  Pacheco,  having  known 
him  by  his  habit,  difcharged  one  of  his  guns  at  him. 
The  ball  milled  the  zamorin,  but  killed  at  his  feet  two 
of  his  intimate  friends.     He  retired  a  little,  but  flili 
confirmed  to  urge  Naubeadarim,  and  the  prince  of  Re- 
pelin,  to  advance  boldly  :   they  accordingly  endeavour- 
ed to  pufh  on  their  men  to  the  oppofite  bank,  threaten- 
ing, nay,  even  wounding  with  their  fwords,  thofe  who 
feemed  to  be  tardy.     In  this  manner,  preffing  upon 
each  other,  they  entered  the  ford  ;  but  coming  upon 
the  fharp  pointed  flakes,  their  f  et  were  mangled  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  they   fell  down  upon  each  other 
in  the  tit  mo  ft  pain.     Whiift   the  zamorin's  men  were 
in  this  confufion,  our  people  played  their  cannon  upon 
them;    which  did  incredible  execution.     The  enemy 
were  in  the  utmoft  diftraclion  ;  many  of  them,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  wounds,  had  not  flrength  to  retire,  nor  if 
they  had,  could   they  retreat,  being  driven   back  by 
crouds  of  their  own  people,  pufhed  forwards  by  the 
fwords  of  their  commanders. 

In  this  fituation  was  the  enemy,  when  frveral  of  them 
advanced  to  another  part  of  the  river  with  hatchets : 
with  thefe  they  demolifhed  the  rampart  which  had  been 
deleited  by  the  people  of  Cochin.  As  foon  as  Pacheco 
perceived  this,  he  was  thrown  into  the  greateft  confter- 
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nation  ;  however,  he  foon  refumed  his  fpirits :  his  own 
fhip  being  too  large  to  be  moved  near  enough  to  the 
more,  he  therefore  went  aboard  that  of  Jufart,  whom 
he  ordered  to  take  pofTtffion  of  his.  Having  now 
come  nearer  to  the  enemy,  he  fired  his  guns  upon  them, 
and  endeavoured  to  repulfe  them  with  all  manner  of 
miffive  weapons.  At  this  juncture,  Naubcadjrim  ad- 
vanced with  a  reinforcement,  and  renewed  the  engage- 
ment with  fo  much  vigour,  that  it  feemed  to  be  but 
juft  begun.  The  enemy  pre/fed  upon  our  people  with 
redoubled  fury,  and  endeavoured  to  furround  them  : 
they  likewife  caught  hold  of  Pacheco's  oars,  fo  that 
his  caravel  could  not  be  rowed.  Thus  the  deflruction 
of  the  Portuguefe  feemed  to  be  almoft  inevitable  ;  and 
we  can  impute  their  deliverance  to  nothing  elfe  but  the 
Divine  protection.  The  tide  beginning  to  flow,  gtve 
fome  fpirits  to  our  people,  becaufe  their  mips  could 
now  be  moved  with  more  eafe,  and  the  ford  became 
more  difficult  to  the  enemy  :  they  plied  them  with 
fpears,  darts,  and  other  miffive  weapons.  The  water 
growing  higher  and  higher,  our  people  at  la  ft  extri- 
cated themfelves  from  this  engagement  \  more  danger- 
ous than  any  they  had  hitherto  encountered.  Pacheco 
being  thus  delivered  from  de (true! ion,  made  towards 
Jufart ;  who,  during  the  whole  action,  had  fignalized 
Kimfelf  by  his  extraordinary  behaviour.  As  both  the 
caravels  could  now  move  with  great  facility,  the  com- 
manders thought  proper  to  advance  towards  the  fhore: 
they  fired  their  guns  upon  the  enemy,  encamped  near 
the  ford,  and,  having  made  great  Slaughter,  obliged 
them  to  fly  to  the  neighbouring  wood.  The  zamorin 
being  fruftrated  in  this  attempt,  was  moved  with  the 
higheft  indignation,  that  with  fuch-a  numerous  army 
he  mould  be  worded  by  fo  weak  an  enemy.  At  his 
departure  he  was  carried  in  a  fedan  by  the  water  fide ; 
but  when  he  came  oppofite  to  the  ford  of  Paiurt,  Pe- 
dro Raphael,  having  pointed  one  of  his  guns,  killed 
three  of  the  zamorin's  attendants  To  near  him,  that  he 
was  iprinkled  with  their  blood.     Being  (truck  with  a 
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panic,  he  jumped  down,  and  fled  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation.  This  engagement  lafted  from  break  of 
day  till  nine  o'clock.  The  zamorin  loft  more  men 
and  fhips  than  in  any  former  rencounter  with  the 
Portuguefe.  On  the  other  hand,  though  feveral  of 
our  people  were  wounded,  yet  fo  far  did  the  Divine 
goodnefs  manifeft  itfelf  in  their  protection,  that  none 
of  them  was  killed. 

The  young  prince  of  Cochin  came  after  the  engage- 
ment ;  but  Pacheco  treated  him  with  the  greateft  conr 
tempr,  looking  upon  him  as  a  coward  and  traitor. 
The  prince  could  hardly  brook  this  indignity,  efpecially 
as  he  was  confeious  of  his  innocence  •,  but  he  foon  af- 
ter made  it  appear,  that  this  accufation  was  groundlefs, 
and  that  his  not  being  prefent  at  the  engagement  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  bramin's  treachery.  Pacheco  was 
convinced  of  his  innocence;  though,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  higMy  blamed  Trimumpar  fou  trufting  men  of  fuch 
abandoned  principle.  Hi  faid  no  prudent  perfon 
ought  to  put  any  confidence  in  thofe  who  had  already 
violated  their  faith.  He  told  him  alio,  that  the  de'- 
fertion  had  been  begun  by  thofe  under  the  command 
cf  the  prince  of  Mangata,  who  had  before  dtfrrted  to 
the  zamorin.  As  fcon  as  the  prince  of  C-chin  depart- 
ed, Pacheco  repaired  to  his  fhips,  where  the  king  alfo 
waited  upon  him,  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  late  ex- 
traordinary victory.  Pacheco  complained  to  them  of  the 
cowardice  of  hisfoldiers,  laying  all  the  blame  upon  the 
prince  of  Mangata,whofe  conduct  he  advifed  his  majefty 
to  enquire  into  •,  and  if  he  did  not  inflict  upon  him  capi- 
tal punifhment,  yet  atleaft  to  ban'ifh  him  from  his  domi- 
nions, that  he  might  again  enrer  into  the  zamorin's  fer- 
vice;  for  he  faid,  there  was  nothing  more  dangerous  than 
treachery :  this  was  a  dark  and  hidden  mifchief,  which 
cieftroys  before  it  can  be  feen  •,  that  Therefore  the  ftrength 
of  a  kingdom  could  never  be  eftablifhed  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  traitors,  but  was  often  undermined  by  their 
artifices :  for  which  reafon,  he  was  defirous  that  the 
emperor  of  Calient  fhould  be  befet  by  fuch  perfons, 
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by  whofe  means  he  might  eafily  be  brought  to  deftruc- 
tion,  and  fuffer  punifhment  for  his  crimes. 

In  thefe  and  fuch  like  difcourfes  they  fpent  the 
greateft  pare  of  the  day  *,  then  the  king  fet  out  again 
for  the  city.  In  the  mean  while,  Pacheco  took  care 
to  give  his  men  proper  refrefhment  after  their  fatigue. 
The  zamorin  upbraided  his  foldiers  in  the  moft  bitter 
terms  j  telling  them  it  was  owing  to  their  cowardice, 
that  the  Portuguefe  were  not  utterly  deftroyed.  The 
prince  of  Repelin,  in  order  to  pacify  him  in  fome  de- 
gree, was  refolved  to  try  if  he  could  accomplifh  by 
fraud  what  had  been  in  vain  attempted  by  force  :  he 
accordingly  bribed  fome  of  the  Cochinians  to  put  poi- 
fon  into  the  fountains  whence  our  people  had  their  wa- 
ter, and  to  do  the  fame  likewife  to  their  bread.  Pa- 
checo having  received  intelligence  of  this,  ordered  wells 
to  be  dug  every  day,  whence  his  men  might  be  fup- 
plied  with  water.  This  our  people  were  enabled  ro  do 
very  eafily  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  lying 
very  low,  abounded  with  fprings,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe  near  the  fea.  He  likewife  gave  orders,  that  none 
of  his  foldiers  fhould  buy  any  food,  unlefs  the  feller 
firft  tafted  it  before  them.  The  prince  of  Repelin, 
finding  thefe  ftratagems  to  be  ineffectual,  formed  a  de- 
lign  to  carry  a  detachment  of  men  by  water,  in  the 
night  to  Cochin,  to  fet  fire  to  the  city,  and  fall  upon 
our  people  unawares  :  but  this  fcheme  was  alfo  ren- 
dered abortive,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Portuguefe 
commander;  who,  in  order  to  fecure  the  ford,  for- 
tified it  with  a  ditch,  and  raifed  towers.  He  made 
alfo  feveral  warlike  machines,  with  which  he  threatened 
to  deftroy  the  zamorin,  and  he  ftruck  great  terror  into 
the  enemy,  by  making  frequent  incurfions  on  their  ter- 
ritories, where  he  did  confiderable  damage 

The  zamorin  being  highly  incenfed  by  thefe  hofti- 
iifies,  refolved  to  make  another  attempt  on  the  ford. 
Mean  while  he  fent  a  fleet  to  ravage  the  kingdom  of 
Cochin  ;  our  people,  however,  made  a  brave  defence, 
and  often  repulfed  the  enemy  with  confiderable  lofs, 
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Facheco  and  his  men,  were  indeed,  at  one  time,  in 
the  moft  imminent  danger  ;  for  having,  with  more 
bravery  than  caution,  fet  upon  19  of  the  enemy's  pa- 
raos,  he  was  furprifed  by  34  more  which  lay  in  am- 
bufcade,  and  came  upon  him  unawares.  But  this 
ierved  only  as  a  frefh  opportunity  for  our  people  to 
difplay  their  courage  and  intrepidity  ;  for  having  over- 
come the  enemy,  they  returned  from  the  fight  with 
four  of  the  enemy's  paraos,  together  with  feveral  of 
their  cannon,  and  fome  more  confiderable  booty.  The 
zamorin  was  flill  refolved  to  make  another  formidable 
attack  upon  our  people.;  but  the  plague  again  breaking 
out  in  his  kingdom,  for  fome  time  hindered  him  from* 
putting  his  defign  in  execution.  As  foon  as  the  con- 
tagion ceafed,  he  refumed  his  hoftile  fchemes-,  and 
fometimes  by  fraud,  at  other  times  by  open  force,  en- 
deavoured to  deftroy  the  Portuguefe  ;  but  Pacheco, 
who  had  no  kfs  fagacity  than  courage,  baffled  all  his 
attempts. 

At  length  the  time  came  which  the  zamorin  had 
nx'd  upon  to  make  another  attack  on  the  Portuguefe. 
The  army  was  divided  into  two  lines.  The  fir  ft  was 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  Repelin,  who  brought 
along  with  him  a  great  number  of  countrymen,  armed 
with  fpades,  hatchets,  and  other  inftruments,  to  clear 
the  roads,  caft  up  trenches,  and  raife  ramparts  to  fe- 
cure  their  cannon  from  our  people.  The  zamorin  him- 
felf  followed  with  30000  men  and  a  large  train  of  ar- 
tillery. They  carried  likewife  by  water,  a  large  float 
of  timber,  pitched  and  bound  with  tow  :  this  they  in- 
tended to  fire,  and  fend  down  upon  the  Portuguefe 
(hips.  Their  fleet  was  divided  into  two  lines,  the  firft 
con  filled  of  110  paraos,  well  manned  and  equipped  •, 
fome  of  them  chained  together,  and  others  feparate 
from  each  other.  The  fecond  line,  of  100  large  fhips 
and  80  pinnaces.  They  brought  likewife  by  water, 
eight  turrets,  the  contrivance  of  an  Arabian,  who 
having  travelled  into  many'  countries,  had  acquired  a 
great  knowledge  in  warlike  affairs.     They  were  formed 

after 
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after  the  following  manner  :  The  hulks  of  two  paraos 
were  fattened  together,  at  the  diftance  of  a  fpear's 
length,  by  two  planks,  one  joining  the  prows,  and  the 
other  the  fterns.  There  were  likewife  fcveral  other 
planks  nailed  a-crofs ;  fo  that  the  fpace  betwixt  the  two 
paraos  made  the  appearance  of  a  fquare  floor :  each 
fide  was  likewife  railed  with  boards  to  the  height  of 
18  kct^  after  the  manner  of  a  wall  :  thefe  were  fa- 
ttened together  by  nails,  and  ftrong  hinges,  in  fo  firm 
a  manner,  that  by  appearance  n  thing  could  feparate 
them.  Over  this  wooden  wall,  feveral  beams  were 
likewife  thrown,  which  rendered  the  whole  work  more 
fecure :  thefe  were  covered  with  hurdles,  fo  that  a 
number  of  men  could  be  placed  on  the  upper  part ; 
that  of  the  largeft  contained  about  40  foldiers,  They 
were  contrived  for  this  purpofe,  that  at  the  ebbing  of 
the  tide,  falling  down  the  river  upon  the  Porruguefe 
lhips,  the  enemy  might  thence  pour  their  darts  and  ar- 
rows upon  our  people.  The  zamoun  and  his  men  had 
fo  much  confidence  in  thefe  machines,  tha.t  they  thought; 
themfelves  almoft  fure  of  victory. 

Pacheco  being  informed  of  thefe  preparations  of  the 
enemy,  got  feveral  mafts  about  80  feet  in  length  : 
of  thefe  he  nailed  fo  many  together,  with  bars  of  iron, 
till  the  breadth  became  equal  to  the  length.  ThJe  he 
ordered  to  be  fattened  with  fix  anchors,  at  a  moderate 
diftance  from  the  prows  of  his  fhip.%  ro  fecure  them 
from  a  too  near  approach  of  the  enemy's  catties.  Pe- 
dro Raphael  likewife  raifed  fcaffblds  on  the  decks  of 
his  fhips,  each  could  contain  fix  men,  and  was  equal 
in  height  to  the  caflles :  for  Pacheco,  by  his  fpies,  not 
only  knew  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  but  alfo  the  na- 
ture and  dimenfions  of  their  machine?,  and  was  ap- 
prized of  all  their  defigns.  Thofe  of  the  enemy  who 
marched  by  land,  by  their  unufual  fhouts,  and  by  found- 
ing their  warlike  inftrumems,  endeavoured  to  ftrike  a 
terror  into  our  people.  Thefe  things  might,  indeed, 
alarm  raw  and  unexperienced  warriors,  but  had  no 
effect  on  the  Porturniefe.     Pacheco,  however,  was  re- 
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fblved  to  fill  the  enemy  with  real  confirmation  ;  he  ac- 
cordingly fet  out  for  the  ifland  of  Arraul,  where  he 
attacked  and  killed  fome  of  the  advanced  parties  of 
the  enemy  •,  but  being  afraid  he  fhould  be  overpowered 
by  numbers,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  his  mips, 
which  he  accordingly  did  without  receiving  any  da- 
mage. The  zamorin  was  fo  incenfed  at  this  boldnefs, 
that  fired  with  indignation,  he  commanded  his  gene- 
rals to  bring  Pacheco  to  him  in  chains,  that  he  might 
rack  him  by  the  mod  cruel  tortures  for  his  infolence : 
they  accordingly  flew  with  great  forwardnefs  to  execute 
his  commands.  Pacheco,  however,  not  only  baffled 
their  attempts,  but  did  them  confiderable  damage  be- 
fore he  retreated. 

It  was  now  day-break,  and  the  tide  beginning  to 
tbb,  brought  down  the  enemy's  fleet  upon  the  Por- 
tuguese.    They  fired   the  float  of  timber,  and  forced 
it  down  the  river,  but  the  mads,  fixed  with  anchors 
by  Pacheco,  kept  it  from  his  fhips ;  nay,  fo  far  was  it 
from  doing  any  damage  to  our  people,  that  it  did  them 
confiderable  fervjee  :  for  whilft  the  fire  continued,  the 
enemy  could  not  approach.     When  it  was  confumed, 
they  advanced  with  their  largeft  turret :  this  was  like- 
wife  kept  off  by  the  malts,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
attack  our  people  at  a  diftance,  with  leaden  bullets, 
and  other  miflive  weapons.     The  Portuguefe,  on  the 
other  hand,  poured  their  fhot  into  the  paraos  near  the 
turret,  and  fcattered  fome  of  them.     Pacheco  ordered 
one  of  his  largefl  guns,  one  of  thofe  called  camels,  to 
be  fired  at  the  firfl  turret :  this,  however,  had  not  the 
defired  effect ;  which  gave  fpirits  to  the  enemy,  and 
made  them  prefs  upon  our  people  with  great  forward- 
nefs and  alacrity.     Thofe  in  the  other  turrets,  feeing 
the  fuccefs  of  the  firft,  advanced  likewife  with  the  fame 
boldnefs-,  fo  that  at  this  juncture,  the  Portuguefe  were 
in  extreme  danger,  being  aimed  o^  empowered  by  the 
enemy,  who  bore  upon  them  in  the  mod  furious  man- 
ner :  but  Pacheco  flill  retained  his  intrepidity.    He  firetl 
another  of  his  largefl  guns,  which  proved  very  fuccefs- 

fuL 


Book  III.     the  PORTUGUESE,  Sec.  tog 

ful.  The  largeft  turret  was  brought  down,  and  the 
men  driven  headlong  into  the  water.  The  Portuguefe 
being  now  greatly  elevated,  prelfed  upon  the  enemy 
with  vaft  courage  5  and  in  a  little  time,  demolished 
another  turret  :  but  the  remaining  fix  (till  continued 
firm,  and  the  enemy  ufed  their  utmofl  efforts  to  de- 
flroy  our  people.  The  Portuguefe,  however,  kept  a 
continual  tiring,  and  did  confiderable  execution  :  they 
killed  great  numbers,  and  either  funk  or  ihattered 
mod  of  the  paraos. 

Mean  while  the  zamorin  ufed  his  utmofl:  effort  to 
pafs  the  ford  ;  but  Chriftopher  Tufart,  and  Simon  An- 
drade,  who  failed  in   the  leffer  fhips,  and  Laurence 
Moreno,  who  commanded  the  Cochinian  paraos,  op- 
pofed  him  with  all  their  foxe.     The  young  prince  of 
Cochin,  at  the  head  of  iooo   men,  was  likewife  pre- 
fent  that  day,  and  very  much  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
his  galhnt   behaviour.     In   fhort,  the  Portuguefe  as 
well  as  their  allies,  behaved  with  the  greateft  courage : 
they  not  only  hindered  the  enemy  from  paffing  the 
ford,  but  likewife  did  them  confiderable  damage.     It 
is  certain,  that  this  engagement  was  more  fierce  and 
bloody  than  any  they  had  before.     The  enemy  loft 
many  of  their  fhips  and  a  confiderable  number  of  their 
men.     It  lafted  from  break  of  day  till  the  evening  ; 
when  the  tide  coming  in  very  ftrong,  forced  the  tur- 
rets to  the  other  fide,  and  thus  concluded  the  conteft  : 
many  of  our  people  were  wounded.     After  this  en- 
gagement   both  armies  had  a  few  days  refpite  ;    in 
which  time  the  king  of  Cochin  vifned  Pacheco,   con- 
gratulating him  upon  his  fuccefs,  and  beftowing  the 
higheft  encomiums  upon  him,  and  the  red  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe, whom  he  took  care  to  fupply  with  fuch  pro- 
vifions  as  might  refrefh  and  chear  their  fpirits  after  the 
late  fatigue. 

The  zamorin,  now  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  was  de- 
firous  to  return  home  ;  but  being  importuned  by  many 
of  his  fubjects  to  make  another  trial,  was  prevailed  on  to 
make  his  laic  effort.     The  enemy,  accordingly,  once 
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more  attacked  our  people •,  but  the  event  proved  fuch 
as  might  be  expected,  when  an  army,  broken  and  di- 
fpirited  with  misfortunes,  engages  another  full  of  fpi- 
rits,  and  elevated  with  fuccefs.  Their  land  forces  were 
eafily  routed,  and  their  fleet  met  likewife  with  the 
fame  fate.  The  zamorin  now  at  laft  withdrew  his 
forces,  being  net  a  little  exafperated  againft  the  footh- 
fayers  ;  who,  pretending  to  be  acquainted. with  the  de- 
crees of  Heaven,  had  impofed  upon  him,  by  a  pro- 
mife  of  certain  victory.  But  notwithstanding  he  was 
obliged  to  quit  the  field,  yet  he  (till  continued  to 
form  plots  for  the  deftruction  of  Pacheco:  thefe,  how- 
ever, were  luckily  difcovered  ;  and  Pacheco  having 
detected  fome  of  the  Cochinians  concerned  therein, 
would  have  punifhed  them  in  the  moft  exemplary  man- 
ner ;  but  fome  of  the  nobility  having  interceded  very 
ftrongly  in  behalf  of  thefe  traitors,  he  fent  them  to 
his  Cochinian  majefty,  that  they  might  be  punifhed, 
or  forgiven,  as  he  thought  proper. 

The  zamorin  being  thus  baffled  in  all  his  attempts, 
became  fo  dejected  and  funk  in  melancholy,  that  he 
rcfigned  the  regal  power  to  his  nephew  Naubeadarim, 
retired  to  a  temple,  with  an  intention  to  fpend  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in  religious  worfhip.  But  his  mo- 
ther, a  bold  ambitious  woman,  was  moved  with  in- 
dignation at  his  conduct,  and  endeavoured,  by  all  pof- 
fible  means,  to  rouze  him  from  this  lethargy.  She 
faid,  c  It  was  fhameful  for  him  to  be  feized  with  fuch 
4  a  panic,  and  thus  give  over  all  thoughts  of  revenging 

*  his  injuries :  that  it  was  more  eligible  to  fuffer  death 

*  a  thoufand  times,  than  allow  fuch  indignities  to  go 

*  unpunifned.  His  late  religious  retreat  (fhe  laid)  was 
'  not  a  ma;  k  of  devotion,  but  the  fign  of  a  mean 
c  daftardly  foul  ;  fhe  therefore  conjured  him  not  to  be 
c  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  honour  and  dignity,  but  to  refume 
c  his  former  courage,  and  mew  the  enemy  that  the 
c.  greatefl  misfortunes  were  unable  to  (hake  the  intre- 

*  pidity  and  fi»mnefs  of  his  mind.'  The  zamorin  be- 
ing fpurred  on  by  thefe  reproaches,  once  more  took 

the 
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the  field  againft  the  Portuguefe  ;  but  the  greateft  pare 
of  thofe  princes  who  had  hitherto  been  attached  to 
his  intereft,  now  deferted  him,  and  refufed  to  give 
their  afiiftance  ;  nay,  many  of  them  had  already  en- 
tered into  alliance  with  Pacheco  and  Trimumpar ;  fo 
that  the  Calicutian  monarch,  being  now  reduced  to 
theutmoftdepair,  again  fhuthimfelf  up  in  the  temple. 
Thus  by  the  afliduity  and  bravery  of  Pacheco,  this 
formidable  war  was  brought  to  a  conclufion,  in  five 
months,  during  which  time,  the  enemy  is  computed 
to  have  loft  about  19000  men,  together  with  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  their  mips. 

Soon  after  the  war  was  finifhed,  Pacheco  received 
an  account  of  fome  difturbances  at  Coulan.  The  Arabs, 
who  imagined  that  our  people  muft  have  been  cut  off 
by  the  zamorin,  entered  into  a  confpiracy  to  deftroy 
the  Portuguefe  at  Coulan;  and  had  accordingly  killed 
one  man.  But  Pacheco,  when  he  arrived  there,  was 
afraid  to  punifh  the  Arabians,  left  he  mould  thereby 
raife  commotions,  which  might  be  attended  with  bad 
confequences  to  our  people.  However,  he  made  ftrong 
remonfi  ranees  to  the  leading  men  of  the  city,  and  de- 
manded a  ftrict  adherence  to  the  articles  of  their  treaty, 
wherein  it  was  exprefsly  mentioned,  That  no  fhip  mould 
be  allowed  to  take  in  fpices  till  the  Portuguefe  had 
received  their  lading ;  yer,  contrary  to  this  article,  he 
faid,  that  the  Arabian  mips  were  loaded  in  the  har- 
bour, whilfl  thofe  of  Emmanuel  remained  empty. 
The  magiftrates  at  Coulan  returned  anfwer,  That  this 
breach  of  the  treaty  was  not  owing  to  any  partiality 
fhewn  to  the  Arabians,  but  muft  be  imputed  to  the 
importunity  and  boldnefs  of  thefe  men,  whofe  power 
and  wealth  was  fo  confiderable,  that  they  could  hardly 
be  oppofed.  But,  however,  they  faid,  they  granted 
full  liberty  to  Pacheco,  to  unload  the  Arabian  veffels, 
and  carry  the  goods  aboard  the  Portuguefe  (hips.  This 
he  accordingly  did,  after  having  paid  the  Arabians  the 
value  of  the  fpices ;  then  he  hoiited  his  fails,  and  cruiz- 
ing along  the  coaft  of  India,  took  and  plundered  fe« 

vera! 
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veral  fhips  :  and  fo  great  was  his  renown  amongft  all 
the  nations  in  thefe  parts,  that  none  ventured  to  oppofc 
him.  Thefe  are  the  exploits  performed  by  Pacheco, 
in  the  year  1504,  to  the  beginning  of  September. 

About  this  time  Lope  Soarez  arrived  in  India, 
with  a  fleet  of  13  fliips.  Having  in  his  way  touched 
at  Mozambique,  he  found  letters  there  from  Pedro 
Ataide,  giving  an  account  of  the  formidable  war  car- 
ried on  againft  cur  people  by  the  zamorin.  He  re- 
ceived likewife  the  lame  intelligence  from  the  king  of 
IVlelinda  ;  he  therefore  made  all  pofTible  expedition  to 
the  ifland  of  Anchedive,  where  he  found  Antony  Sal- 
danna,  and  Roderick  Laurence,  who  had  wintered  in 
that  place  :  but  as  the  fpring  was  now  begun,  after  a 
fliort  (fay  here,  he  failed  for  Cananor,  where  he  was 
informed  by  the  king,  and  Gonzale  Barbofa,  agent  for 
the  Portuguefe  affairs,  of  the  great  exploits  performed 
by  Pacheco.  The  day  after  his  arrival,  there  came  to 
him  an  Arabian,  with  a  Portuguefe  boy,  who  brought 
a  letter  from  fome  Portuguefe  who  had  been  detained 
prifoners  at  Calicut  ever  fince  Cabral  was  in  India.  The 
purport  of  this  letter  was,  That  the  power  of  the  za- 
morin was  now  confiderably  weakened  and  impaired  : 
that  his  people,  having  fuftained  fuch  heavy  lofTcs* 
were  willing  to  enter  into  meafures  for  the  common 
fafcty  :  that  the  leading  men  of  the  ftate  had  there- 
fore entreated  them  to  write  to  our  commanders,  and 
endeavour  to  accommodate  matters  betwixt  the  Por- 
tuguefe and  the  zamorin  *,  who  (they  faid)  had  en- 
gaged in  a  war  not  of  his  own  inclination,  but  was  in 
a  manner  driven  into  it  by  the  importunities  of  the 
Arabians :  that  he  himfelf  was  a  friendly  generous 
prince,  and  a  man  of  ftrict  honour.  They  concluded 
with  prayers  and  entreaties,  that  Soarez  would  grant  a 
peace,  iince  the  Portuguefe  in  general  would  thereby 
reap  conGderable  advantages,  and  they  in  particular 
would  be  delivered  from  a  wretched  flavcry. 

Soarez  having  read  this  letter,  difmifed  the  Arabian, 
but  was  defirous  to  detain  the  Portuguefe  boy  ;  but  the 

youth 
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youth  pofitively  refufcd-to  flay,  faying,  he  would  for- 
feit his  liberty,  or  life  itfelf,  rather  than  be  guilty  of 
fuch  a  breach  of  faith,  which  would  be  fo  infamous, 
and  very  probably  bring  the  molt  cruel  death  upon  his 
Chriftian  brethren,  who  remained  in  chains  with  the 
enemy  :  Soared  therefore  allowed  him  to  depart,  and 
foon  after  failed  for  Caiicut.  Upon  his  arrival  there, 
he  was  waited  on  by  the  mod  eminent  perfons  of  the 
city  ;  who,  as  a  mark  of  friendfhip,  offered  to  fupply 
him  with  fruits  and  provifions  of  all  fomi  thefe,  how- 
ever, he  refufed  to  receive,  before  a  jpeace  was  con- 
cluded •,  for  he  laid  no  prefems  could  be  grateful  to 
him  from  the  enemies  of  his  country.  Cojebequ<\  the 
Arabian,  who,  as  we  have  mentioned  above,  had  been 
fo  zealous  a  friend  to  the  Ponuguefe,  came  jikewife, 
with  two  of  the  captives,  to  treat  about  peace.  The  za- 
monn  was  not  then  at  Calicut,  but  expected  within  four 
days-,  the  principal  perfons  therefore  prefTed  Soarez  to  flay 
till  he  came.  Soarez  declared  pofitively  he  would  en- 
ter into  no  treaty,  unlefs  the  Portuguefe  and  the  two 
Milanefe  were  firft  delivered  up.  They  replied,  they 
were  ready  to  give  up  the  Portuguefe,  but  tha  they 
could  not  furrender  the  Milanefe,  without  being  guilty 
of  the  higheft  breach  of  honour ;  fmce  to  them  it  ap- 
peared moft  infamous  and  bafe,  to  give  up  to  punifh- 
ment  thofe  who  had  entrufted  themfelves  to  their  pro- 
tection. The  behaviour  of  the  Calieutians,  in  this  par- 
ticular, was  certainly  jufl:  and  honourable ;  while,  at 
the  fame  time,  I  cannot  but  highly  condemn  the  con- 
duct of  the  Portuguefe  general,  who  feemed  not  fo 
lblicitous  to  free  from  Jlavery  fo  many  of  the  Portu- 
guefe as  defirous  to  gratify  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  in  pu- 
niftiing  the  two  deferters.  It  was  likewife  extremely 
abfurd  and  mean,  to  be  fo  obflinate  in  that  particular, 
at  a  time  when  the  enemy  were  reduced  to  fucn  ex- 
tremity, that  the  two  Milanefe  could  do  but  little  mif- 
chief.  Befides,  is  it  not  moft  fhameful,  that  men  who 
pretend  to  punifh  perfidy,  (hould  themfelves  urg*  others 
to  violate  the  laws  of  faith  ?  Moreover,  as  war  is  un- 
Vol.  I.  P  dertaken 
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dertaken  for  the  fake  of  our  country,  we  ought  there- 
fore not  fo  much  to  aim  at  the  deftrucYion  of  our  ene- 
my, as  the  prefervation  of  our  countrymen. 

Soarez,  however,  actuated  by  pride  and  refentment, 
did  not  confult  the  fafety  of  the  Portuguefe  captives, 
nor  that  of  Cojebequo;  who,  by  his  friendfhip  to  our 
people,  had  involved  himfelf  in  the  greateft  dangers : 
for  upon  their  refufing  to  comply  with  his  demand,  he 
fired  upon  the  city,  and  demoiifhed  many  of  the  build- 
ings. He  then  departed  for  Cochin,  where  he  waited 
upon  the  king,  and,  in  the  name  of  Emmanuel,  praifed 
his  fidelity  to  the  higheft  decree,  and  gave  him  many 
valuable  prefents.  He  fent  Pedro  Mendoze,  and  Vaf- 
co  Caraval,  with  two  mips  to  cruize  along  the  coaft, 
as  far  as  Calicut,  to  protect  the  Portuguefe  allies,  and 
annoy  their  enemies.  He  likewife  difpatched  Alphonfo 
Lopez  Cofta,  Pedro  Alphonfo  Aquilar,  and  Roderick 
Abraam,  to  Coulan,  to  load  their  (hips  with  the  fpices 
procured  by  the  bravery  and  afliduity  of  Pacheco.  Pa- 
checo  himfelf,  having  taken  in  his  cargo,  came  foon 
after  to  Cochin,  where  he  was  received  by  Soarez  in 
the  mod  honourable  manner,  and  treated  as  a  man  of 
his  merit  deferved.  While  Soarez  remained  at  this 
place,  he  received  an  account,  that  the  citizens  of  Cran- 
ganor,  who  continued  in  the  zamorin's  intereft,  were 
in  arms  •,  that  they  had  fitted  out  80  paraos,  and  five 
other  mips,  which  were  under  the  command  of  one 
Maimam  ;  that  Naubeadarim  was  likewife  at  the  head 
of  a  great  army,  which  increafed  daily.  The  enemy 
intended,  as  foon  as  the  Portuguefe  left  Cochin,  to  en- 
deavour to  pafs  over  their  forces  at  the  ford  of  Pali- 
purt,  and  fall  upon  the  king  by  furprize. 

Soarez  being  apprized  of  thefe  things,  held  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  fail  directly  for 
Cranganor,  in  order  to  fruftrate  thefe  defigns  of  the 
enemy.  They  accordingly  Cct  out  on  this  expedition, 
in  the  filence  of  the  night,  with  15  long  boats,  25 
paraos,  and  one  caravel.  There  were  in  this  fleet  1000 
Portuguefe,  and  as  many  Cochinians  :  befides,  the 
6  prince 
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prince  of  Cochin  waited  at  the  ford  of  Palipurt,  with  8000 
ibldiers:  thence  he  continued  his  march  by  land,  whiift 
the  Portuguefe  failed  with  great  alacrity  to  the  place 
where  they  intended  to  attack  the  enemy.  Soarez 
placed  Triftan  Sylvio,  Antony  Saldanna,  Pedro  Al- 
phonfo  Aquilar,  Alphonfo  Cofta,  and  Vafco  Carval, 
in  the  fir  ft  line.  Maimam,  with  his  two  fons  lay  then 
in  the  river,  with  two  large  fhips  chained  together,  well 
manned,  and  furnifhed  with  cannon  and  all  manner  of 
warlike  ftores.  The  Portuguefe  in  the  firft  line  attack- 
ed them  with  great  fury;  Maimam  and  his  fons  made  fo 
flout  a  refillance,  that  the  engagement  continued  much 
longer  than  any  one  could  expecl :  but  thefe  three 
gallant  men  being  at  laft  killed,  the  foldiers  and 
failors  threw  themfelves  into  the  water*  The  Por- 
tuguefe in  the  fecond  line,  having  likewife  attacked 
the  enemy's  paraos,  defeated  them  with  very  little 
difficulty.  Our  people  being  thus  victorious  by 
water,  now  landed  their  forces,  and  were  joined  by 
the  prince  of  Cochin.  Naubeadarim  advanced  with 
his  army,  and  offered  battle.  An  engagement  accord- 
ingly enfued,  which  for  fome  time  was  extremely  ob~ 
ilinate  on  both  fides  •,  but  great  numbers  of  the  enemy 
being  (lain,  the  reft  fled  into  the  city  in  fo  much  con- 
firmation, that  they  did  not  attempt  to  defend  it,  but 
entering  at  one  gate  ruined  out  at  the  other.  The 
Portuguefe  being  at  their  heels,  entered  the  city  at  the 
fame  time,  and  fired  the  buildings.  The  houfes  were 
moftly  built  of  wood,  and  covered  with  palm  leaves ; 
fo  that  the  flames  fpread  very  quickly.  In  the  mid  ft 
of  this  confufion,  the  Chriftian  inhabitants  came  to 
our  people,  earneftly  entreating  them  to  quench  the  fire, 
in  order  to  five  thofe  houfes  where  they  performed  Di- 
vine worfhip.  The  Portuguefe  accordingly  endeavour- 
ed to  do  fo  •,  but  notwithstanding  their  utmoft  efforts, 
many  of  the  Chriftian  churches  were  deftroyed.  The 
houfes  of  the  Arabians  and  Jews,  which  efcaped  the 
flames,  were  plundered.  All  the  (hips  and  paraos  of 
the  enemy  were  likewife  burnt,  after  our  people  had 
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taken  out  oF  them  the  engines  of  war  which  could  be 
of  any  fervice.  After  this  expedition,  Soarez  and  the 
reft  of  the  Portuguefe  returned  to  Cochin. 

As  we  have  frequently  made  mention  of  Cranganor, 
it  may  not  be  improper,  if  we  here  give  fome  account  . 
of  the  place,  together  with  the  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  its  inhabitants.  This  city,  as  we  have  faid  above, 
lies  to  the  north  of  Cochin  about  16  miles.  It  is 
fituated  on  a  winding  river,  which,  at  a  little  diftance 
from  thence,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea.  The  city 
was  at  that  time  large  and  populous,  being,  upon  the 
account  of  trade,  frequented  by  people  of  many  dif- 
ferent nations.  It  was  tributary  to  the  zamorin,  tho' 
in  other  refpects  a  free  ftace,  being  governed  by  ma- 
giftrates,  elected  by  the  people.  The  Pagan  inhabi- 
tants differ  very  little  in  their  cuftoms  from  the  reft  of 
the  people  of  Malabar.  The  Chriftians  who  refide 
here,  are  generally  very  poor,  and  their  churches  of  a 
mean  appearance.  They  keep  the  fabbath  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  do,  in  hearing  fermons,  and  performing 
other  religious  duties.  The  high  prieft,  whom  they 
acknowledged  as  the  head  of  their  church,  had  his  feat 
near  fome  mountains  towards  the  north,  in  a  country 
called  Chaldaeu.  He  has  a  council  compofed  of  12 
cardinals,  two  bifhops,  and  fcvera!  priefts  :  with  the 
afiiftance  of  thef -,  he  fettles  all  affairs  relating  to  re- 
ligion, and  all  the  Chriftians,  in  thefe  parts,  acquiefce 
in  his  decrees.  The  priefts  are  (haved  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  reprefent  a  crofs  on  their  crowns.  They 
adminifter  the  facrament  in  both  kinds,  making  ufe  of 
the  juice  of  prefTed  grapes  by  way  of  wine,  and  allow 
the  laity  to  partake  of  both  :  but  no  one  is  admitted 
to  this  iolemn  ordinance  till  he  has  made  a  confeftion 
of  his  iniquities.  They  baptized  not  their  infants  till 
they  were  forty  days  old,  except  in  danger  of  death. 
When  any  one  among!!  them  is  feized  with  a  fit  of 
ficknefs,  the  prieft  immediately  vilits  him,  and  the 
fick  pcrfon  is  greatly  animated  by  the  holy  man's 
Implications.     "When  they  enter  their  churches,  they 
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Iprinkle  themfelvcs  with  holy  water  ;  they  ufe  the  fame 
form  of  burial  as  in  other  catholic  countries.  The  re- 
lations of  the  deceafed  give  great  entertainments, 
which  lafl:  a  week ;  during  which  time  they  celebrate 
his  praifes,  and  put  up  prayers  for  his  eternal  happi- 
nefs.  They  preferve  the  facred  writings  in  the  Syrian, 
or  Chaldean  language,  with  great  carefulnefs ;  and 
their  teachers  are  ready,  in  all  public  places,  to  inftrudt 
every  one.  They  keep  the  advent  fundays,  and  the 
40  days  of  lent,  with  great  ftrictnefs  ;  and  obferve 
mo(t  of  the  feflivals  which  we  have  in  our  church, 
with  the  fame  exactnefs.  They  compute  their  time 
likewife  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  do,  adding  a  day 
to  every  fourth  year.  The  firft  day  of  July  is  kept 
as  a  holiday,  in  honour  of  St.  Thomas,  not  only  by 
thefe  Chriflians,  but  many  of  the  Pagans  alfo.  There 
are  likewife  convents  for  the  pricfts,  and  nunneries  for 
their  women;  who  adhere  to  their  vows  of  chadity 
with  the  utmoft  probity.  Their  priefts  are  allowed  to 
marry  once,  but  excluded  from  taking  a  fecond  wife. 
Marriages  amongft  other  people  cannot  be  annulled 
but  by  the  death  of  one  of  the  parties.  When  a  wo- 
man becomes  a  widow,  (he  forfeits  her  dowry,  if  mar- 
ried within  a  twelvemonth  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. Thefe  are  the  cuftoms  and  manners,  which  the 
Chriftians  in  Cranganor,  as  well  as  many  other  parts 
of  India,  have  obferved  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  from 
the  time  of  Sr.  Thomas.  The  body  of  this  apoftle 
is  reported  to  have  been  buried  in  the  city  of  Malapur, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Narfingua. 

When  Martin  Alphonfo  Soufa,  viceroy  of  John  the 
third,  was  in  India,  fome  brazen  tables  were  brought 
to  him  •,  von  thefe  was  engraved  fome  infcriprion,  but 
the  characters  fo  little  known,  that  fcarce  any  body 
could  read  them.  However,  there  was  at  laft  found 
a  Jew,  famed  for  his  knowledge,  in  antient  languages, 
who,  though  not  without  great  difficulty,  made  out 
their  fignification.     The  purport  of  which  was,  that 
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the  king  who  reigned  in  thefe  parts,  at  the  time  of 
Thorras,  had  afiigned  him  a  certain  fpace  of  ground 
to  build  a  church.  We  have  likewife  another  tefti- 
mony  of  the  truth  of  this  affair,  given  in  a  letter 
wrote  by  the  bifhop  of  Cochin,  in  the  year  1562,  to 
cardinal  Henry,  where  it  is*  mentioned,  that  there  was 
a  chagel  built  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  in  the  city  of  Me- 
liapur;  afterwards  called  St.  Thomas,  when  inhabited 
by  Portnguefc  :  thar  in  this  chapel  St.  Thomas  was 
murdered  wrvn  performing  Divine  fervice  •,  and  in 
this  place  the  Christians,  in  thefe  parts,  ufed  to  meet 
every  year,  and  offer  up  prayers  about  a  week  before 
Chriitmas.  There  was  found  on  this  hill  a  crofs  cut 
out  of  ftone,  with  the  image  of  a  dove  perched  on  the 
top  of  it,  furrounded  with  an  arch  of  ftone  •,  about  which 
there  was  fome  old  writing  :  the  oldeft  and  mod  know- 
ing antiquaries  were  confulted  with,  but  none  could 
rraK'  out  the  character  of  the  writing,  till  at  laft  a 
braiiiin  from  Narfmga,  expounded  it  in  this  manner : 

*  That  Thomas  had  been  fent  by  the  fon  of  God  into 

*  thefe  parts,   in  the  reign  of  Sagam,  to  fpread  the 

*  light  of  Chriftianity  :  that  he  had  there  built  a  church, 
c  and  pe  formed  many  wonderful  things;  and  that  this 

*  holy  apoftle,  when  kneeling  at  the  altar  of  God,  had 

*  been  run  through  with  a  fpear  by  a  bramin.' 
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BOOK     IV. 


WHILST  thefe  things,  as  related  above,  were 
tranfacled,  Emmanuel  fitted  out  a  large  fleet 
for  India.  In  this  he  fent  Francis  Almeed  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  appointed  him  likewife  to  act  as 
his  viceroy,  in  the  eaft.  For  as  he  propofed  to  him- 
felf  partly  to  Jay  the  foundation  of  an  empire  in  India  ; 
partly  to  protect  his  fubjecls  left  there  on  the  account 
of  trade;  and,  laftly,  to  prevent  any  inconveniences 
that  the  princes  in  alliance  with  him  might  undergo, 
for  their  attachment  to  the  Portuguefe  :  he  thought  it 
expedient  therefore,  that  an  officer  fhould  refide  in  In- 
dia, in  quality  of  viceroy  ;  who  by  his  vigilance  and 
induftry,  might  effect  thefe  purpofes. 

This  year  1505,  the  king  fent  Diego  Sogfa,  a  Por- 
tuguefe bifhop,  and  Diego  Pacheco,  a  man  of  un- 
common eloquence  and  fkill  in  the  civil  law,  to  Rome, 
that  in  his  name  they  might  engage  his  allegiance  to 
Pope  Julian  the  fecond,  who  had  been  advanced  to 
that  high  dignity  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  col- 
lege of  cardinals.  The  deputies  had  inftru&tons  to 
petition  his  holinefs,  that  as  the  war  in  Africa  could 
not  be  carried  on  but  at  a  vaft  expence,  he  would 
give  prefents  out  of  the  facred  treafury  of  the  church, 
to  all  fuch  perfonsas  would  voluntarily  contribute  to  the 
maintenance  thereof.  About  this  time,  there  came  to 
Emmanuel  one  named  Maur,  of  the  Francifcan  order, 
a  man  of  great  reputation  for  religion  and  fanclity  of 
life,  who  was  abbot  of  the  monaftery  on  Mount  Sion. 
The  occafion  of  his  coming  was  this :  The  fultan 
who  at  that  time  governed  Egypt  and  Syria,  being 
highly  offended  at  the  damage  done  him  by  the  Spa- 
niards and  Portuguefe,  wrote  a  letter  to  Julian,  and 

P  4  fent 
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fent  it  by  this  Maur  ;  who  he  imagined  might  greatly 
influence  the  pope  in  his  favour.  The  purport  of  the 
letter  was  as  follows :  4  That  their  Spanifh  majefties 

*  had  done  him  very  great  injuries  ;  for  that  Ferdinand 

*  king  of  Arragon  had  feized  Andalufia  by  force  of 

*  arms>  and  in  a  cruel  manner  partly  killed  the  Arabs 
4  v-     >  poflefTed  it,  partly  banihVd  them,  after  depriv- 
ing them  of  their  effects  and  eftates,  and  miferably 

4  fed   thole  who  remained  -,  and  what  was  ftill 

4  rr  ■'  ievous,  had  forced  them  to  profefs  the  Chri- 
4  ft  ion.     For  it  was   not  held   lawful,  either 

4  among  Chriftians,  or  Mahometans,  to  compel  any 
'  one  to  renounce  a  religion  in  which  he  had  been  edu- 
4  cated  iron*    .is  infancy:  that  he  could  not  therefore 

*  diffcmble  his  ref  ntment  of  a  behaviour  that  tended 
4  to  the  common  lofs  and  ruin  of  the  nation,  and  the 
4  injury  of  religion   in  general.     Moreover,  that  the 

*  iuoje&s  of  Emmanuel  fo  infeiled  the  Indian  feas, 
4  that  the  trade  from  Arabia  and  Egypt  to  India  could 
4  nor  be  carried  on  in  fafety,  fince  the  Portuguefe  had 
c  aready  plundered  and  burnt  many  of  his  (hips  :  that 
4  all  thefe  hoftilkics  had  been  committed  without  any 
4  juft  pretence:  for  that  he  had  never  given  the  Por- 
4  tuguefe  any  provocation,  though  he  had  felt  a  great 
4  decreafe  of  his  ufual  revenues,  by  their  outrageous 
4  proceedings :  that  he  had  hitherto  taken  particular 
4  care*  that  the  Chriftians  who  had  fettlements  in  Egypt 
4  and  Syria,  and  thofe  who  traded,  or  came  to  vifit 
4  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  mould  meet  with  no  mole^ 
4  ftation.  But  if  their  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  ma- 
4  jellies  went  on  in  that  hoftile  manner,  they  would  re- 
4  duce  him  to  the  necelTnyof  contriving  means  to  ruin 
4  the  Chriftians,  and  vigoroufly  to  revenge  fuch  inju- 
4  rious  treatment :  that  he  would  put  to  the  fword  all 
4  the  Chriftians  in  his  dominions, demolifh  their  churches, 

*  and  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  and  even  exert  himfelf 
4  to  blot  out  the  Chriftian  name  in  his  empire.     Be- 

*  fides,  that  he  intended  to  equip  a  large  fleet,  and  to 

*  declare  war  againft  feveral  of  the  Chriftian  powers,' 

However^ 
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However,  he  advifed  Pope  Julian,  if  he  had  a  mind 
ro  deliver  a  numerous  body  or"  Chriftians  from  (laugh- 
ter, or  prefer  ve  the  churches  in  A  Ha  and  Egypt,  and 
the  fepulchre  of  Chrift  from  violation  ;  or,  in  fine,  to 
avert  fire  and  devaluation  from  many  parts  in  Chriften- 
dom,  that  he  would  ufe  his  interefl  with  king  Emma- 
nuel to  fend  no  more  fleets  to  India. 

Julian  having  received  this  letter,  fent  a  copy  of  it 
to  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  the  fame  Maur  ; 
and  in  a  letter  from  himfelf,  defired  to  know  what  an- 
fwer he  fhould  return  to  (he  fultan.  I  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  what  anfwer  Ferdinand  returned 
Julian  ;  but  Emmanuel  wrote  him  as  follows : 

'  Mod  holy  father,  I  have  feen  the  letter  you  fent 
by  Maur,  and  have  alfo  received  a  copy  of  the  ful- 
tan's  to  you,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  injuries 
done  the  Moors  by  king  Ferdinand,  whom  I  regard 
and  honour  as  a  moft  affectionate  father.  He  at  the 
fame  time  makes  heavy  complaints  of  the  loffes  the 
Arabians  have  received  from  the  Portuguefe  in  India. 
But  in  reprefenting  our  enmity  to  infidels,  he  does 
honour  to  our  names ;  for  can  Chriftian  princes  do 
any  thing  more  becoming,  or  more  conducive  to  their 
immortal  glory,  than  employ  all  their  efforts  to  the 
deftruction  of  the  execrable  fuperftition  of  Mahomet, 
and  the  utter  extinction  of  the  very  name  of  that  in- 
famous impoftor  ?  The  fultan  utters  his  threats  with 
a  barbarous  and  favage  pride,  as  if  he  imagined  thofe 
who  fight  for  the  religion  of  Chrift  would  be  daunted 
by  his  empty  menaces,  and  forthwith  defift  from  their 
refolution  of  maintaining  the  caufe  of  our  moft  holy 
religion.  My  father  in-law  Ferdinand,  that  victori- 
ous monarch,  will  give  him  an  anfwer  becoming  his 
virtue  and  wifdom,  and  worthy  of  his  glorious  ex- 
ploits. I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  he  will  never 
ftand  fo  much  in  awe  of  this  barbarous  enemy  as  to 
be  afhamed  of  the  glory  he  has  acquired,  by  deliver- 
ing Spain  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Moors.  As  for 
my  own  part,  I  can  affure  your  holinefs,  what  gives 

c  me 
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f  me  moft  uneafinefs  is,  that  the  tyrant  has  not  greater 

*  occafion  of  complaint.     From  the  lime  I  firft  formed 

*  the  defign  of  opening  a  palTage  to  the  Indies  by  my 

*  fleets,  and  exploring  regions  unknown  to  our  fore- 
c  fathers,  it  was  my  refolution   to  deftroy  the  head  of 

*  the  Mahometan  fe£t,  from  whence  fo  great  a  train  of 

*  evils  have  proceeded  to  mankind  •,  and  as  I  was  de- 

*  firous  that  Mecca,  the  capital  of  Arabia,  where  Ma- 
c  hornet's  fepulchre  is,  might  be  deftroyed  by  the  arms 

*  of  the  Portuguefe,    I  am  heartily  forry  that  my  de- 

*  figns  have  not  yet  met  with  the  defired  fuccefs  -,  but 
c  I  hope  this  glorious  work  will  at  length  be  accom- 

*  plifhed  ;  the  foundation  of  which  has  already  been 

*  laid  by  the  bravery  and  vigour  of  my  fubjects.    When 

*  therefore  the  monuments  of  Mahomet  fhall  be  erafed, 
4  when  this  troublefome  and  outrageous  enemy  fhall 

*  fee  the  land,  which  nurfed  and  contains  in  its  bofom 
'  the  remains  of  fuch  a  monfter,  laid  wafte  and  utter- 
c  ly  ruined  ;   then   let  him   vent   his  empty    threats, 

*  and  be  more  fparing  of  them  now,  when  he  can  only 
«  complain  of  flight  injuries.  As  to  his  threatening 
<  Europe  with  fire  and  fword,  and  faying  that  he  will 

*  put  the  Chriflians  in  his  dominions  to  death,  and  de- 

*  molifh  the  fepulchre  of  Chi  id,  I  can  fee  no  reafon 

*  why  any  one  mould  be  alarmed  at  thefe  empty  boafts. 

*  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  an  avaricious  enemy  will 

*  ever  be  fo  far  blind  to  his  own   intereft,  as  to  demo- 

*  lifh  our  Saviour's  fepulchre,  and  other  places  which 

*  he  fees  frequented  by  Chriftian%to  his  great  advantage; 

*  neither  is  he  fo  void  of  understanding,  as  by  injur- 

*  ing  the  whole  Chriftian  commonwealth,  to  irritate  the 

*  minds  of  all  againft  him,  and  call  them  off  from 
«  their  mutual  animofities,  to  his  own  ruin  and  deftruc- 

*  tion.     For  it  ufually  happens,  that  people  at  vari- 

*  ance,  upon  an  offence  done  them  in  common,  unite, 

*  and  are  pufhed  on  more  keenly  to  take  vengeance 

*  on  a  haughty  enemy.     I  hope  the  Chriflians  are  not 

*  fo  forgetful  of  their  moft  holy  religion,  or  antienx 
«  glory,  as  not  to  revenge  fo  great  an  injury  :  and  I 

« am 
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*  am  confident,  that  if"  the  fultan  mould  commit  the 

*  (laughter  he  threatens,  all  Chriftians  both  young  and 

*  old,  would  exert  their  utmoit  efforts  to  revenge  nich 

*  treatment.     And  as  he  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  this, 

*  he  will  not  be  fo  diffracted  as  to  bring  either  his  per- 

*  fon  or  government  into  fuch  imminent  danger  ;  at 
c  the  fame  time  I  cannot  but  exprefs  my  forrow,   that 

*  fo  much  difcord  fhould  prevail  amongft  Chriftian 
c  princes.  Thence  that  tyrant  has  affumed  fo  much 
c  fpirit,  as  to  threaten  thofe  by  whom  his  empire  and 

*  name  might  very  eafiiy  be  extinguished.    Wherefore, 

*  moft  holy  father,  1  not  only  exhort  and  advife,  but 

*  humbly  entreat  you  to  undertake  an  action  which 
4  will  be  wonhy  of  your  virtue,  worthy  of  your  wif- 

*  dom  and  rtligion,   and  worthy  the  faCred  dignity  of 

*  Chrift's  vicegerent ;  namely,  that  by  your  intereft 
c  and   authority,   you  would  endeavour  to  bring  the 

*  princes  of  O.ruiendom  to  an  harmonious  agreement; 

*  that  with  joint  hearts  and  hands  they  might  carry 
1  their  arms  into  Afia  and  Africa,  to  humble  an  enemy 

*  become  infolent  and  prefumptuous,  not  by  his  own 
c  courage,  but  by  their  negligence  :   by  doing  this  you 

*  will  pave  your  way  to  everlafting  glory,  and  render 

*  your  name  for  ever  illuftrious.  Some  Chriflian  prin- 
c  ces  and  I  formerly  joined  in  an  earned  addrefs  to 

*  Pope  Alexander,  your  immediate  predecefTor,  to  this 
'  purpofe ;  but  perhaps  the  reafon  of  its  not  taking 

*  effect  at  that  time  was,  becaufe  the  divine  Being  had 

*  referved  it  to  be  the  fubject  of  your  immortal  praife 

*  and  glory.     We  acknowledge  your  great  condefcen- 

*  fion  and  goodnefs,  in  defiring  us  to  write   you  what 

*  anfwer  we  would  have  you  return  the  fultan  ;  but  it 

*  does  not  become  us,  to  direct  either  your  wifdom, 
'  or  the  venerable  college  of  cardinals,  what  reply  you 

*  fhould  make  the  enemy  •,  it  is  only  our  bufinefs  to 

*  lay  before  you  what  our  own  fentiments  and  refolu- 

*  tions  are,   with  refpect  to  this  affair.     With  regard 

*  then  to  myfelf,  I  am  a  man  whom  no  threats,  no 
4  terrors,  no  difficulties  of  what  kind  foever,  can  de- 

4  ter 
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*  ter  from  profecuting  what  I   have  once  undertaken, 

*  or  from  exerting  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  pull  down 
4  and  cru(h  that  favage  and  outrageous  enemy.     And 

*  it  is  my  earned   prayer,   moft  holy  faiher,    that  God 

*  would  fo  ftrengthen   your  mind,  by  the  powerful  in- 

*  fluence  of  the   fpirir,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  dif- 
'  charge  the  duties  of  your  high  ftation,  to  his  glory  and 

*  honour.' 

The  king  gave  confiderable  prefents  to  Maur,  and 
difmifs'd  him  with  the  letter  :  this  man  having  likewife 
received  one  from  king  Ferdinand,  returned  to  Rome, 
and  from  thence  to  the  fjltan,  with  a  letter  from  his 
hclinefs.  By  this  the  fultan  underftood,  that  all  his 
threats  availed  nothing,  and  that  he  muft  have  re- 
courfeto  arms.  He  therefore  fet  about  building  a 
fleet,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  of 
which  we  fhall  take  notice  in  its  proper  place. 

This  year  Lopez  Soarez  arrived  at  Lifbon  •,  he  was 
received  both  by  the  king,  and  all  the  nobility,  with 
the  grcateft  demonftrations  of  refpect  and  joy  •,  but 
Pacheco  above  all  attracted  the  admiration  of  his  coun- 
trymen :  his  expedition  in  carrying  on  war,  his  magna- 
nimity in  the  greateft  dangers,  his  fteadinefs  in  enduring 
hardfhips,  and  his  fgccels  in  battle  was  extoll'd  to  the 
ikies.  The  king  ordered  a  public  thankfgiving  on  his 
account,  and  made  a  pompous  proceffion  with  the  court, 
from  the  cathedral  to  St.  Dominick's  church.  He 
made  Pacheco  walk  by  his  fide,  that  all  might  fee  what 
refpecr  he  paid  to  bravery.  After  they  came  to  the 
church,  Diego  Ortifius,  biihop  of  Vifa  pronounced  an 
oration,  wherein  he  copioufiy  fet  forth  the  illuftrious  and 
admirable  exploits  of  Pacheco,  and  piouQy  concluded 
by  afcribing  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  Nor  was  Emma- 
nuel fatistied  with  doing  him  this  great  honour  he 
likewife  wrote  letters  to  almoft  all  the  Chriftian  prin- 
ces, wherein  he  extolled  Facheco's  actions  with  due 
applaufe,  that  his  fame  and  renown  might  fpread  through 
Chrifrendom.  But  that  it  may  appear,  how  uncertain 
all  human  affairs  are,   it  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform 

the 
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the  reader  what  reward  was  paid  at  laft  to  the  merit 
of  this  brave  man.  When  the  king  underftood  that 
Pacheco's  circumftances  were  narrow,  (Jor  he  had  fpent 
all  in  his  fervice)  and  that  he  had  brought  nothing 
home  from  India  but  great  glory,  after  encountering 
fuch  danger,  he  appointed  him  governor  of  a  town 
in  Africa  called  St.  Georgia  de  Mina,  whence  the  gold 
ufed  to  be  imported  into  Portugal,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  bettering  his  condition  in  that  go- 
vernment. But  Pachtco  being  greatly  envied  there, 
he  was  accus'd  by  his  enemies  of  having  defrauded 
the  king  of  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  and  of  having 
been  guilty  of  many  icandalous  and  villainous  practices. 
The  king  therefore  ordered  him  home  in  irons,  where 
he  lived  in  a  very  miferable  condition,  in  clofe  con- 
finement for  a  confiderable  time,  till  the  affair  being 
more  carefully  enquired  into,  it  appeared,  that  the 
crimes  laid  to  his  charge  were  either  without  any  foun- 
dation, or  fuch  as  did  net  deferve  fuch  fevere  punifh- 
ment.  Then  indeed  he  was  releafed  from  prifon,  and 
reftored  to  his  dignity,  but  did  not  meet  with  a  re- 
ward fuitable  to  his  great  merit,  and  fpent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in  obfeure  poverty.  Of  fuch  great 
influence  are  the  fuggeftions  of  wicked  men  over  even, 
the  bed  prince?,  that  they  frequently  draw  them  off 
from  bellowing  on  virtue  its  due  rewards,  though, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  greateft  glory  of  a  king  confifts 
in  fuch  a  generous  diftinction  of  merit. 

This  fame  year  Emmanuel  paffed  many  new  laws, 
and  made  amendments  in  the  old  ;  he  alfo  enacted  fe- 
veral  ftatutes  for  enlarging  his  public  revenues,  and 
applied  himfelf  with  great  diligence  to  fettling  the 
boundaries  of  church  lands,  and  fuch  as  had  been  de- 
ftin'd  for  charitable  purpofes. 

About  the  fame  time  John  Sequeire  obtained  leave 
of  the  king  to  build  a  fort  in  the  province  of  Sur  in 
Africa,  near  cape  Aguer;  but  not  having  ftrength  fuf- 
ficient  to  defend  it,  he  afterwards  delivered  it  up  to 
the  king,  who  rewarded  his  labour  and  expences  with 

a  truly 
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a  truly  royal  munificence.  In  the  month  of  October  a 
peftienial  diiiemper  rag'd  at  Lifbon,  which  fwept  off 
muhitudes.  Tms  obliged  Emmanuel  to  remove  to  Al- 
merin.  At  this  time  Francilco  Peftana  happen'd  to 
be  at  Arzila:  he  was  a  man  of  high  birth,  and  great 
courage,  and  had  performed  many  military  achieve- 
ments greatly  to  his  honour.  He  obtain'd  of  John 
Menez  governor  of  Arzila,  feventy  horfe  ;  with  thefe 
he  went  to  attack  a  village  fituated  on  a  very  high 
mountain.  He  marched  out  in  the  night  time,  and 
lay  in  ambufcade,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  place. 
Early  in  the  morning,  when  the  inhabitants  were  driv- 
ing their  flocks  and  herds  to  pafture,  Peftana  fell  upon 
them  unawares,  and  putting  them  to  flight,  carried 
off  their  cattle  5  he  \vas  now  on  his  return  home  with 
the  booty,  when  the  Moors,  according  tocuftom,  mak- 
ing fignals  and  loud  outcries,  raifed  the  neighbourhood, 
who  getting  together  a  good  number  of  horfe,  went 
quickly  in  purfuit  of  Paftana.  He  fuftained  their  at- 
tack with  a  good  deal  of  cravery,  and  gradually  re- 
treated :  fometimes  when  the  enemy  prefTed  moft  fu- 
rioufly,  he  wheel'd  about,  and  charg'd  them  at  full 
career;  when  he  had  advanced  eight  miles,  and  was 
within  four  of  Arzila,  his  men  were  fo  much  annoyed 
by  the  enemy,  that  he  thought  proper  to  withdraw  to 
a  riiing-ground.  The  Moors  then  halted,  for  they  fuf- 
pected  fome  ambufh  behind  the  hill ;  and  now  the  re- 
mainder of  the  way  feemed  clear  to  our  people  for  a 
fafe  retreat.  There  was  in  this  detachment  of  horfe, 
a  very  brave  fellow  named,  Diego  Veiga,  who  began 
to  incite,  and  with  great  vehemency  to  urge  his  com- 
panions to  make  an  attack  on  the  Moors.  «  Come 
?  (faid  he)  let  us  charge  the  enemy  •,  for  believe  me, 
c  they  have  not  courage  to  withftand  our  onfet.'  Peftana 
being  naturally  proud,  was  nVd  with  indignation,  and 
reprimanded  Veiga  very  fharply,  and  befides  other  re- 
proachful language,  upbraided  him  with  the  hempen 
frock  which  he  wore  at  that  time  :  '  and  yet  (added 
*  he)  are  you  fo  bereav'd  of  you  fenfes,  and  fo  pre- 

*  fumptuous 
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4  fumptuous   as  to  give  fuch  an  advice  to  a  man  fo 

*  deeply  (killed  in  the  art  of  war?'  Veiga replied,  with 
a  fmile.  '  Give  me  but  an  opportunity,  and  this  hempen 
4  jacket  (hall  ibon  appear  to  be  a  coat  of  mail :'  Peftana  was 
provok'd  by  this  reply,  '  If  you  are  ({kid  he)  fo  mighty 

*  a  heroe,  kt  me  fee  it  in  your  behaviour,  come  then, 

*  brother  foldiers,  let  us  charge  the  enemy.'  All  of 
them  forthwith  fet  upon  the  Moors,  who  being  feized 
with  the  utmoft  panic  by  this  unexpected  attack,  were 
quickly  put  to  flight,  and  entirely  routed :  eighty  were 
(lain,  and  thirty  taken  prifoners.  During  the  fkirmifh 
Peftana  kept  his  eyes  ftedfaftly  on  Veiga,  who  fought 
indeed  with  the  moil  amazing  courage  •,  Peftana  was 
filled  with  admiration  at  his  intrepidity  ;  and  when  the 
acYion  was  over,  he  fubmifTively  addreffed  him  in  thefe 
words.  4  Mod  brave  Veiga,  excufe  my  ralhnefs,  or  if 
4  you  pleafe,  beat  me  with  your  ftaff;  for  the  man  who 
4  doubted  your  valour  deferves  fuch  chaftilement:  had 
4  I  fix  fuch  men  under  my  command,  methinks  I 
«  could  even  enter  Conftantinople,  and  put  the  grand 

*  fignior  in  chains.'  Thus  with  joy  and  harmony  they 
returned  to  Arzila  with  their  booty,  which  was  con- 
fiderable. 

In  the  mean  time  the  plague  raging  daily  more  and 
more  in  Portugal,  it  at  laft  reached  Scalabis,  and  peo- 
ple being  apprehenfive  of  its  getting  into  the  palace, 
becaufe  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  place,  the  king  was  ob- 
liged to  remove  with  all  hafle  :  he  retir'd  to  Abrantes, 
a  town  fituate  on  an  eminence,  on  the  north  fide  the 
Tajo.  Here  the  queen,  on  the  third  of  March  1506, 
was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  his  father  named  Lewis. 
As  this  prince  advanced  in  years,  he  difcovered  all  the 
figns  of  an  amiable  difpofition  and  a  rifing  genius. 
He  was  held  in  the  highefl  eftqem  by  all  the  Portu- 
guefe  nation,  who  thought  him  worthy  of  ruling  the 
greateft  empire.  He  was  endowed  with  every  quali- 
fication requifite  for  a  foldier,  or  leader,  and  was  alfo 
greatly  admir'd   for  his  knowledge  in  all  the  arts  of 

peace 
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peace  and  government,  yet  was  he  eminent  for  no- 
thing fo  much  as  his  piety  and  zeal  for  religion. 

This  year  a  fleet  was  equipp'd  for  India,  and  Triftari 
Cugna  was  appointed  admiral.  About  the  fame  time, 
there  happened  a  great  tumult  at  Lifbon,  raifed  by  the 
fury  and  madnefs  of  the  rabble;  in  this  almoft  all  the 
Jews,  who,  as  we  before  obferved,  had  been  converted 
to  Chriftianity  were  cruelly  mafTucred.  The  affair  was  as 
follows  :  The  greatefl:  part  of  the  citizens  had  left  the 
town,  becaufe  of  the  plague;  and  many  French  and 
Dutch  mips  had  arrived  there  at  this  time  :  on  the  19th 
of  April  many  of  thofe  who  remained  in  the  city,  went 
to  St.  Dominick's  church  to  attend  divine  fervice.  On 
the  left  fide  of  this  church  is  Jefus  chapel,  much  fre- 
quented by  people  at  their  devotion.  Above  the  altar 
is  placed  a  reprefentation  of  Jefus  on  the  croft,  and 
the  hole,  reprefenting  the  wound  in  our  Saviour's  fide, 
had  a  glafs  cover.  When  many  people  had  fixed  their 
eyes  and  attention  on  that  wound,  a  lucid  brightnefs 
ffione  from  it.  On  this  appearance  many  faid,  it  was 
a  miracle,  and  that  the  divinity  teftify'd  his  prefence 
by  a  wonderful  fign.  Some  one  of  the  Jews,  who  not 
long  before  had  taken  upon  him  the  profeflion  of 
Chriftianity,  with  a  loud  voice  denied  it  to  be  a  mira- 
cle, adding,  that  it  was  very  unlikely  that  a  piece  of 
dry  wood  fhould  (hew  forth  a  miracle.  Many  indeed 
doubted  of  the  truth  thereof;  yet  confidering  the  time, 
place  and  congregation,  it  was  highly  imprudent  for 
any  one,  efpecially  a  Jew,  to  endeavour  to  convince 
people  of  a  miftake,  when  they  were  firmly  perfuaded 
the  thing  was  true.  The  populace,  naturally  head- 
tfrong,  inconfiderate,  and  apt  to  be  (truck  with  any 
thing  that  appears  marvellous,  upon  hearing  that  a  Jew 
derogated  from  the  credit  of  the  miracle,  began  to 
make  an  uproar :  they  called  him  a  perfidious  wicked 
betrayer  of  religion,  and  an  outrageous  and  malicious 
enemy  of  Chrift,  and  declared  him  worthy  of  torture 
and  death. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  their  Fury  arofe  at  laft  to  fnch  a  degree,  that 
falling  on  this  unhappy  wretch,  they  dragged  him  by 
his  hair  into  the  market-place  before  the  church*  where 
they  tore  him  to  pieces,  and  making  a  fire,  threw  his 
body  into  it.  All  the  common  people  flocked  to  this 
tumult:  and  a  certain  monk  made  a  fpeech  too  well 
adapted  to  their  humour  at  the  time ;  in  this  he  ex- 
cited them  with  great  vehemency  to  revenge  the  im- 
piety of  the  Jew.  The  mob,  too  apt  of  their  own 
accord,  ro  be  outrageous  by  this  means  became  the 
more  tranfported  with  fury  :  two  other  monks  at  the 
fame  time  holding  forth  a  crucifix,  loudly  excited  the 
people  to  flaug  liter,  at  every  other  word  calling  out, 
Herefy,  herefy  !  avenge  the  herefy,  and  extinguifh  the 
Wicked  race.  The  French  and  Dutch  quickly  came 
afhore,  and  having  joined  the  Portuguefe,  they  com- 
mitted great  havock.  This  cruel  maflacre  was  begun 
by  five  hundred,  who  were  at  laft  joined  by  feverai 
others  •,  tranfported  with  madnefs  and  boiling  with  rage* 
they  fell  upon  the  wretched  Jews,  of  whom  they  killed 
great  numbers,  and  threw  many  half  alive  into  the 
flames  :  by  this  time  fcveral  fires  were  kindled  near  the 
place,  where  the  firft  offender  had  been  burnt ;  for 
the  canaille  about  the  ftreets  with  eagernefs  and  a- 
Jacrity  had  brought  fewel  from  all  parrs,  that  nothing 
might  be  wanting  to  execute  this  horrible  defign.  The 
fhrieks  and  outcries  of  the  women,  together  with  the 
piteous  fupplications  of  the  men,  might,  one  would 
think,  have  foften*d  the  moil  lavage  hearts  into  pity  ; 
but  the  actors  in  this  horrid  fcene,  were  fo  divefied  of 
humanity,  that  they  fpar'd  neither  fex  or  age,  but 
wreak'd  their  fury  on  all  without  diftinction  -,  ib  that 
above  five  hundred  Jews  were  either  killed  or  burnt 
that  day.  The  news  of  this  mailacre  having  reached 
the  country,  next  day  above  a  thou  [and  men  from 
the  villages  flock'd  into  the  city,  and  joined  the  mur- 
derers, and  the  (laughter  was  renewed;  The  Jews 
being  under  the  greateft  terror,  concealed  rhemfelves 
in  their  houfesj  but  the  blood -tfnrfty  rabble  broke  open 
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the  doors,  rufli'd  in  upon  them,  and  butcher'd  men, 
women    and   children  in   a  moft   barbarous  manner : 
they  darned   the  infants   againft  the   walls,  and  drag- 
ging all  out  of  doors  by  the  feet,  threw  them  into  the 
fire,  fome  quite  dead,  and  others   yet  breathing  life. 
Such  an  infenfibilky  overwhelmed  this  wretched  people,. 
that  they  were  fcarce  able  to  lament  their  ruin,  or  de- 
plore their  mifery :  nay  thofe  who  lay  concealed,  tho* 
they  beheld  their  parents  or  children  dragg'd  away    to 
torture  and  death,  durft  not  even  utter  a  mornful  groan, 
for  Fear  of  being  difcover'd  ;  in  fliort  they  became  fo 
flupified  with  terror,  that  there  was  little  difference  be- 
twixt  the    living   and    the  dead.     Their  houfes  were 
plunder'd,   and  the   bloody  rioters   carried   off  great 
quantities   of  gold  and  (liver,  and  feveral  other  things 
of  value  :  the    French    put   their  booty  aboard    their 
fliips,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  defire  of  plunder, 
many   more  would  have  been  murdered  that  day.   Se- 
veral of  the  Jews,    both  young  and  old,  fled  to    the 
altars   for    refuge,  and  taking  hold  of  croffes,  and  the 
images  of  faints,    in   a  mod    fuppliant   manner,  im- 
plored   the    divine  protection ;    but    the    fury  of  this 
abandon'd  rabble,    proceeded   to  fuch  a   length,  that 
without  any  regard  to  religion,  they   broke  into  the 
churches,  and  dragging  the  Jews  from  thence,  either 
cruelly  butcher'd,  or   threw  them  alive  into  the  fire. 
Several  who  had  any  refemblance  of  this  people  in  their 
looks,  were  in  great  danger  and  fome  were  actually  killed 
on  that  fufpicion  :  and  others  received  many  wounds 
and  blows  on   the  fame  account.     Some  perfons    took 
this   opportunity   to  vent  their   malice  upon  thofe  a- 
gaii.ft  whom  they  had  a  pique,  by  affcrting  they  were 
Jews  •,  and  before  the    falfity  could  be  confuted,  fati- 
ated  their  revenge  by  their  blood.    The  magi  ft  rates  had 
not  ipirir  to  oppofe  the  fury  of  the  multitude:  however, 
many  worthy  perfons,  preferved,  with  the  greatefl:  fide- 
lity, fuch  of  the  Jews  a^  fled  to  rhem  for  fheiter-,  and 
concealed    them    in    places    of  fafety.     Yet  above   a 
thoufand  were  maffacrcd  this  day.  The  third  day  thofe 

inhu- 
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inhuman  barbarians  returned  again  to  the  {laughter ; 
but  they  fcarceiy  found  any  to  murder:  for  mod  of 
the  Jews  who  furvived,  had  either  faved  themielves 
by  flight,  or  lay  lately  concealed  ;  yet  feme  fiaughter 
was  committed.  On  thefe  three  days  above  two  thou- 
fand  of  the  Jewifli  race  were  murdered.  In  the  even- 
ing Ayres  Sylvio  and  Alvarez  de  Caftro,  men  of  the 
firit  diftin&ion,  who  prefided  in  the  courts  of  judi- 
cature, came  with  guards  into  the  city  i  their  arrival 
put  a  (top  to  the  fury  of  the  mob.  The  French  and 
Dutch  repaired  to  their  (hips,  with  a  confiderablc  booty, 
and  fet  fail  with  all  porfible  expedition. 

Emmanuel  having  got  account  of  this  mafifacre, 
immediately  difpatch'd  Diego  Almeed,  and  Diego 
Sophez  to  Lifbon,  with  full  power  to  puniih  the 
perpetrators  of  this  horrid  villainy.  Many  now  fuf- 
fered  for  their  madnefs  and  cruelty.  The  monks 
who  had  flirred  up  the  people  to  fiaughter,  being  firft 
in  a  folemn  manner  degraded  from  the  prieftly  office 
and  dignity,  were  afterwards  ftrangled  and  burnt. 
Thofe  who  appeared  remifs  in  retraining  the  popular 
fury,  were  partly  (tripped  of  their  honours,  and  partly 
fin'd  ;  and  the  city  was  deprived  of  feveral  privileges. 

In  the  mean  while  Francis  Almeed  was  (leering  his 
courfe  to  India ;  but  being  hindered  by  bad  wearier, 
and  long  calms,  he  made  but  (low  progrefs  in  his  voyage, 
and  could  not  make  the  cape  of  good  Hope  :  it  was 
then  winter  in  thofe  parts,  and  our  people  were  ha- 
rafTed  with  continual  itorms ;  befides,  the  pilots  mi  rak- 
ing their  courfe,  failed  too  far  to  the  fbuthward,  where 
the  days  were  extremely  fhort,  the  fun  being  then  in 
the  northern  tropic.  The  thicknefs  of  the  air,  the 
immoderate  mowers  of  rain,  and  great  fallings  of  fno*.v, 
made  them  likewife  feem  (hotter  than  they  really 
were,  and  our  men  fullered  greatly  alio  by  the  excef- 
five  cold.  At  length,  en  the  twentieth  day  of  June, 
they  turned  the  cape :  Almeed  then  ordered  the  fleet 
to  keep  nearer  the  land.  On  the  fecond  of  July,  a 
violent  itorm  arifiag,  greatly  diftreffed  the  fleet.  The 
Q^  2  temped 
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temped  being  abated,  our  men  failed  along  the  coafl 
of  Caffers,  and  at  lad  made  the  port  of  Quiloa.  Almeed, 
upon  his  arrival  there,  fent  one  directly  wiih  his 
compliments  to  the  king.  But  he  being  confcious  of 
bis  wickednefs,  left  the  city  in  the  filence  of  the  night. 
Mahumed  Ancon,  whom  1  mentioned  before,  remained 
in  the  town,  and  the  fold iers  who  were  left,  flocking 
about  him,  defired  he  would  head  them  againft 
the  Portuguefe.  Almeed  feeing  that  the  king  neither 
came  in  perfon,  nor  fent  any  apology,  began  to  fuf- 
pecl  him  of  hoftile  defigns,  and  therefore  refoived  to 
befiege  the  city.  When  it  was  high  water,  and  the 
fea  wafhed  the  walls  of  the  town,  he  landed  five  hun- 
dred brifk  fellows,  whom  he  divided  into  two  batta- 
lions. He  gave  the  command  of  the  fird,  which  con- 
fided of  two  hundred  men,  to  his  fon  Laurence,  a 
youth  of  great  courage  and  activity.  He  referved 
the  other  to  himfelf,  in  which  were  three  hundred 
men.  Mahumed  being  now  terrified  as  much  as 
the  king,  fled  alfo  out  of  the  city,  and  our  people 
entered  without  any  obdruclion.  But  Almeed  feeing 
no  body  to  oppofe  him,  fufpecled  that  the  enemy  lay 
in  ambufcade,  in  order  to  attack  our  men,  when  they 
mould  find  them  draggling  in  fecurily,  or  intent  on 
plunder.  He  therefore  halted,  and  ordered  his  fon  to 
march  on  with  great  flownefs  and  circumfpection, 
and  not  fuffer  his  fold  iers  to  break  their  ranks.  The 
city  was  almod  quite  deferted,  and  the  few  who  re- 
mained, were  feized  with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they 
had  neither  courage  to  fly  nor  day.  The  plunder,  by 
Almeed's  orders,  was  heap'd  together  in  a  large  houfe, 
and  diflributed  among  the  foldiers;  he  received  nothing 
for  himfelf  but  one  arrow.  He  then  began  to  build  a  fort 
near  the  fhore,  in  a  place  veryproper  for  repulfingan  ene- 
my •,  whild  it  was  building,  he  fent  a  mefTenger  to  Mahu- 
med Ancon, and  thecthercitizens,  tellingthem,  they  had 
reafon  to  be  thankful  for  being  delivered  from  the 
ufurpation  of  a  cruel  and  perfidious  tyrant,  and  re- 
itored  to  liberty,  under  the  aufpicious  reign,  and   by 

the 
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the  lingular  kindnefs  of  Emmanuel,  a  moft  powerful 
and  benevolent  prince.  He  put  them  in  mind  of  the 
many  wicked  defigns,  bafe  deceits,  and  fcandalous 
actions  of  that  ufurper,  under  whom  they  had  fuffered 
the  mod  grievous  injuries.  But  now,  by  a  reverfe  of 
fortune,  they  wou'd  be  governed  with  juftice  and 
equity,  and  every  one  might  now  maintain  his  rights 
sgainft  the  arbitrary  will  and  wicked  defigns  of  that 
perfidious  tyrant.  Moreover,  Almeede  promifed  to 
defend  them  from  all  hoftile  invafions,  by  the  power 
and  arms  of  the  Portuguefe.  And  that  they  might 
confide  the  more  in  his  promifes,  he  told  them,  he 
would  make  Mahumet  their  king,  whofe  fidelity, 
goodnefs  and  prudence,  they  had  frequently  experiene'd. 
He  therefore  defir'd  them  to  return  to  their  city,  and 
make  an  alliance  with  their  bed  friends,  under  whofe 
protection  they  might  enjoy  their  properties  with  fafety. 
They  gladly  received  this  mefifage,  and  making  Ma- 
humed  ride  before  them  in  great  irate,  they  all  fol- 
lowed him  with  joyful  acclamations.  Almeed,  in  the 
name  of  his  matter  Emmanuel,  having  faluted  him 
king,  prefented  him  with  a  golden  crown,  and  im- 
pofed  on  him  an  annual  tribute :  Mahumet  bound 
himfelf  by  oath  to  perform  a  conftant  obedience  to 
king  Emmanuel,  and  to  behave  in  all  refpecls  as  a 
moft  faithful  vafifa'. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  two  commanders  Gonzalo 
Paiva  and  Ferdinand  Bermudo,  came  to  A 1  meed  from 
Mozambique.  He  had  fent  them  thither  to  found  the 
inclinations  of  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  and  to  fee 
if  the  Portuguefe  had  left  any  letters  there,  whereby  he 
might  get  intelligence  of  the  fiate  of  affairs  in  India. 
They  brought  him  word,  that  all  was  quiet  among  the 
iflanders,  and  at  the  fame  time  delivered  him  letters 
from  Francifco  Albuquerque,  and  Lopez  Soarez,  which 
had  been  left  with  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  by  thefe 
commanders  when  they  were  failing  to  Portugal ;  thefe 
gave  favourable  accounts  of  every  thing  in  India. 
When  Mahumet  came  to  pay  his  compliments  to  Al- 
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meed,  he  begged  of  him,  with  great  fubmiffion,  to 
fet  at  liberty  a!  the  Arabian  prifoners  •,  which  was  rea- 
dily grantee!  bj  \lmeed.  Mahumet  having  thanked 
him  for  this  favour,  made  another  requeft  worthy  to 
be  recorded  to  pofterity.  *  There  was  (faid  he)  a  fbricTt 
'  intimacy  and  friendfhip^  founded  on  the  mod  facred 
4  tics,  betwixt  me  an  J  Alfudail  oar  late  king,  whom 

*  the  tyrant  you  have  expelled,  mod  trcacheroufly 
c  murdered.     Was  Alfudail  alive,  I  would  refign  the 

<  kingdom  to  him  •,  for  I  (hall  never  prefer  any  regal 

*  power  or  wealth   to  my  duty  and  fidelity  :  but  as 

*  he  is  no  more,  I  earneftly   beg  and  entreat,  that  I 

*  may  be  allowed  to  fend  for  his  fon,  and  appoint  him 

*  heir  to  the  crown  ;  not  that  I  think  my  own  fons  un- 

*  worthy  of  that  honour  :  but  was  I  to  fettle  the  fuc- 
c  ceffion  on  them,  this  would  be  doing  the  higheft  in- 

<  juf  ice  ro  the  children  of  the  late  king,  and  I  fhou!d 

*  think  I  deferved  to  be  branded  with  cverlafting  infa- 

*  my  •,  it  would  not  only. bring  difgrace  on  myfeif,  but 

*  likewife  on  my  pofterity  ;  therefore  I  chufe  rather  to 

*  leave  my  fons  an  example  of  fidelity   and   honcfty 

*  than  the  largeft  patrimony,  and  mod  opulent  king- 

*  dom.s  Cur  people  were  filled  with  the  higheft  ad- 
miration when  they  faw  a  Mahometan  pay  fo  religious 
a  regarcl  to  friendmip,  and  contemn  fovereign  power 
with  fuch  greatnefs  of  foul.  All  the  Portugu.fe  be- 
ftoweu  the  higheft  encomiums  on  Mahumed,  and  de- 
clared him  worthy  of  a  greater  kingdom,  on  account 
of  that  candour  and  honcfty  which  he  fhewed  in  defir- 
ing  to  let  tie  the  crewn  on  the  children  of  the  deceafed 
king.  Alfudail's  ion  was  accordingly  fent  for,  and 
all  the  citizm?,  by  Almeid's  orders,  took  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  to  him,  as  heir  apparent  to  the  crown.  Things 
being  thus  fettled,  Almeed  appointed  Pedro  Tereira 
Fogaza  governor  of  the  fort,  and  to;  k  particular  care 
to  give  him  all  necefiary  directions  for  the  defence  of 
the  place. 

The  admiral  having  failed  from  this  place,  four  days 
after  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of  Mom- 

baze. 
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baze.  He  fent  Gonzalo  Paiva  before  to  found  the 
depth  or  the  water ;  Paiva  carried  with  him  two  Ara- 
bian pilots,  we]]  acquainted  with  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour.  Pie  executed  his  orders,  and  approached  the 
fort;  upon  which  the  garifon  began  to  annoy  him  with 
their  cannon  :  he  on  the  other  hand,  fired  upon  them 
with  his  largeft  guns.  During  the  engagement,  a  fhot 
from  the  Portuguefe  happened  to  fet  fire  to  the  enemy's 
magazine,  fiiJed  with  gunpowder  and  other  combu- 
ftjb'le  matter :  this  fo  terrified  the  garifon,  that  they 
abandoned  the  fort,  and  fled  to  the  city.  Paiva  hav- 
ing founded  the  depth  of  the  harbour,  returned  to  AI- 
meed,  and  informed  him  that  nothing  was  to  be  feared 
from  the  fhallownefs  of  the  water  •,  Almeed  therefore 
entered  the  harbour  with  his  fleet,  and  came  to  anchor 
near  the  town,  He  then  fent  one  of  the  captains  to  ac 
quaint  the  king,  that  the  Portuguefe  had  come  to 
Mombaze,  not  with  any  hoftiie  intention,  but  for  his 
iafety  and  dignity  :  that  his  matter  king  Emmanuel 
was  a  prince  of  fo  much  goodnefs  and  generofity,  that 
thofe  who  fubmitted  to  his  authority  found  themfelves 
happier  than  if  they  remained  independent:  for  if  they 
acknowledged  no  fovereign,  they  would  be  obliged 
fmgly  to  oppofe  their  enemies,  not  without  great  lofs 
and  da-ger  •,  whereas  if  they  put  themfelves  under  the 
protection  and  patronage  of  fo  excellent  a  king,  they 
could  cafily  defend  themfelves  and  their  effects  from 
all  injuries.  Befides,  it  would  be  no  reflection  on  the 
king  of  Mombaze  to  acknowledge  Emmanuel  for  his 
fovereign,  fince  fo  many  great  princes  both  in  Africa 
and  India  had  voluntarily  fubjected  themfelves  to  his 
authority  -,  and  if  he  would  follow  their  example,  Al- 
meed promifed  he  would  always  regard  him  as  the 
faithful  ally  of  king  Emmanuel,  and  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  advancing  his  intereft and  dignity  :  but  if  the 
king  of  Mombaze  would  not  liften  to  this  advice,  he 
laid  he  fnould  be  neceffitated  to  compel  him  to  a  fub- 
mifiion,  and  force  him  to  live  happy  under  the  do* 
minion  of  one  of  the  bed  of  princes. 

QL4  An 
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An  Arabian  was  fent  with  this  mefiage  •,  but  the  in- 
habitants would  not  differ  him  to  land,  threatening  to. 
tear  him  in  pieces  if  he  fet  a  foot  on  fhore.     Depart 
inftantly  (they  cried)  and  tell  the  Portuguefe  comman- 
der, that  hitherto  he  has  had  to  do  with  the  women 
of  Quiloa,  but  mud  now  deal  with  men  of  courage; 
and  if  he  has  a   mind  to  make  a  trial,  he  fhall  foon 
know,  to  his  cod,   thac  he  had  better  not  entered  this 
port  with  his  fleet.     Almeed  having  received  this  an- 
fwer,  that  very  night  ordered  John  Novez,  with  an-, 
other  captain,  to  go  afhore  and  endeavour  to  feize  fame 
one  of  the  inhabitants,  from  whom  they  might  hive 
intelligence  of  the  king's  ftrength  and  defigns.     They 
accordingly  landed  in  great  file  nee,  and  foon  after  they 
took  prifoner  a  perfun  who  happened  to  be  one  of  the 
kings  domeftics  and  friends.     This  man  being  brought 
before  Almeed,  and  terrified  by  threats,  declared  that 
the  king,  upon  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Quiloa,  be- 
fides  his  own  army,  had  taken  into  his  pay  4000  mer- 
cenaries,, and  expected   2000  more:  that  he  had  be- 
fides  a  large  magazine  of  arms,  and  was  well  furnifhed 
with  all  neceffaries,  whereby  he  was  confident  he  could 
repulfe  a  much  greater  army  from  his  city  and  fortifi- 
cations.    Almeed,    however,  ref  lved   to   befiege  the 
place  ;  he  accordingly  next  day  ordered  his   fon  and 
fome  other  officers,  to  land   with  all  pofiible  expedi- 
tion, and  to  fet  fire  to  that  quarter  of  the  town  nearefl 
the  fhore.     This  order  was  fo  fpeedily  executed,  that 
many  hbufes  were  actually  fee  on  fire  before  the  enemy 
could  make  any  oppofition  :  they  at  length   collected, 
their  forces  and  attacked  our  men,  who  fuftained  their 
charge  with  great   refolution:  a  fierce  battle  enfued-, 
in  this  feveniy  of  the  enemy  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
vhilft  the  Portuguefe  loft  only  two  men.     Mean  while, 
the  fiame  fpreading  moll  furioufiy,   made  great  deva- 
ftaion  in  the  city  \  fo  that  the  inhabitants  were  doubly 
dift  reflect,    being    at    once   necefntated    to   fight    our 
men,  and  to  extinguish  the  fire  which  threatened  de- 
ftruelion  to  i\\t  whole  ci:y  ;  and  indeed  fo  violent  were 

the 
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the  flames,  that  our  men  being  unable  to  endure 
the  violent  hear,  were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  fhips. 
Next  morning  before  day-break,  Francis  Almeid  went 
nfhore  with  all  his  forces.  The  flames,  not  yet  quite 
extinguished,  had  fo  far  difpelled  die  darknefs  of  the 
night,  that  the  Portuguefe  could  eafiiy  perceive  there 
were  none  on  the  fhore  to  hinder  their  landing;  yet 
Almeed  fearing  fome  ambufti,  did  not  attack  the  city 
before  day-light ;  he  gave  orders  to  his  fon  Laurence 
to  go  and  attack  another  quarter  of  the  town  :  as  there 
was  no  wall  about  the  town,  our  people  marched  into 
the  lanes  and  ftreets  which  were  very  narrow,  and 
crouded  by  the  enemy.  The  Portuguefe  attacked  them, 
but  could  not  make  ufe  of  their  guns  and  other  en- 
gines of  war,  becaufe  of  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets : 
as  the  houfes  were  high,  the  inhabitants  annoyed  our 
people  .with  ftones  and  darts  from  the  windows  and 
roofs  of  their  houfes,  which  were  not  floping,  but 
quite  level.  This  was  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe, who  were  thereby  hindered  from  purfuing 
the  enemy  when  they  gave  way  :  fome  of  them, 
therefore,  breaking  into  the  houfes,  and  pulling  away 
the  doors  and  bolts,  forced  their  way  up  flairs,  and 
with  great  danger  reached  the  upper  part  of  the  houfe: 
thefe  being  joined  together,  made  one  continued  build- 
ing. Our  men  cleared  one  row  of  the  enemy,  and  fo 
hk  a  free  pafTage  to  the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the 
ftreets  j  but  the  inhabitants  having  pulled  down  one  of 
the  houfes  by  this  means  hindered  the  Poituguefe 
from  advancing.  Laurence  commanded  the  fir  ft  line, 
end  John  Novio  brought  up  the  rear;  but  the  ruins 
of  the  houfe  parted  them  fo,  that  they  could  not  aftift: 
each  other.  And  here  again  fuch  a  multitude  of  darts 
was  difcharged  from  the  windows  and  tops  of  the 
houfes,  that  our  men  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  -, 
they  were  therefore  again  obliged  to  force  a  paffage  to 
the  roofs  of  fome  other  houfes,  where  leaping  from 
one  to  another,  they  flew  many  of  the  enemy,  and 
fumbled  many  of  them  headlong  into  the  ftreets  5   and 

thus. 
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thus  at  lad  entirely  rid  themfelves  of  an  inconvenience 
that  forely  d'rftrcffed  them  hitherto. 

But  Laurence  having  underftood    that  the  body  of 
referve  was  in  great  danger,  immediately  haftened  to 
their  afliftanCe :  however,  when  he  came  up  to  them, 
they   were  ou;  of  all  danger :  they   therefore  joined 
their  forces,  and  marched  dire&ly  to  the  king's  palace, 
which  they  found  guarded  by  Pedro  Bermudio  accord- 
ing  to    Almeid's    orders.      From    him     they    learnt 
with   what   bravery  Francis    Almeed    had    forced    his 
way  tq  the  palace;  and  that  the  king  had  fled  from 
the  city,  in  the  utmoft  panic.     Laurence  immediately 
•marched  after  his  father,  whom  he  found  clofely    en- 
gag'd  in  a  fjtreet  with  aformidable  body  of  the  enemy. 
This  youth  charged  them   with  fo  much    fury,  that 
they   gave  way,  and  with   great  precipitation  fled  to 
the  wood  where  the  king  had  concealed  himfelf.  .  Our 
people  having  refreflied   themfelves  after  their  fatigue, 
began  ro  plunder  the  city.     The  booty  wasinconfider- 
able,  for  the  enemy  had  carried  off  mod  of  their  va- 
luable efTecls:   however,  our  people  found  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  arms  and  engines  of  war.     In  this  affair  the 
enemy  loft    1500  men,  and  above   2000  were  taken 
prifoners :    of  t\M:(c  Almeid   kept  about  200  men  of 
the  greaieft  diftinclion,  and  fome  of  the  Mneft  women  ^ 
the  red  he  let  at  liberty.     Many  of  the  Portuguefe  were 
wounded,  buccniy  ffve  killed,  amongft  whom  was  Fer- 
dinand Decio,  a  ma.n  of  great  renown,  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  foot  with  a  poifoned  arrow. 

Mean  while  Vafco  Gomez  Abneo  arrived  in  the 
harbour  of  Mombaze  :  his  (hip  had  been  feparated 
from  the  fleet  by  the  late  florm.  The  Portuguefe  now 
fleered  for  Melinda,  but  the  weather  proved  fo  tern-* 
pefiuous  that  they  could  not  make  that  place,  but 
were  driven  into  a  bay  about  three  leagues  from  thence. 
Here  Aimeed  found  likewife  two  fhips,  which  had  been 
feperated  by  the  florm,  one  c<  mmanded  by  Lopez 
Chanogua,  and  the  other  by  John  Homo,  a  man  no 
Jefi  remarkable  for  courage  than  ftrength  of  body  % 
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but  he  was  more  cut  out  for  a  foldier  than  a  com- 
manding officer.  Almeed  was  exuemely  defirous  to 
pay  his  refpects  to  the  king  of  Melinda :  this  he  was 
unable  co  do  in  perfon,  being  obliged  to  remain  with 
the  fleet,  which  could  not,  at  that  time,  get  out 
of  the  bay,  by  reafon  of  the  tempefruous  weather. 
However,  he  difpatched  a  perfon  in  his  name  to  wait 
upon  his  mojefty,  and  to  carry  him  the  prefents  from 
Emmanuel.  *  The  king  fent  his  own  brothers  to  Al- 
meed, with  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  feveral  pre- 
fents ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  exprek  his  forrow  for 
not  having  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  in  perfon. 

As  foon  as  the  weather  was  favourable,  the  Portu- 
guese flood  away  for  the  ifland  of  Ancheciive,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  13th  of  September  1505.  Here 
Almeed  received  a  letter  fent  by  Gonzalo  Agidio  Bar- 
bofi,  and  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  firft  Portu- 
guefe  commander  who  fhould  touch  there  from  Por- 
tugal :  by  this  he  was  informed,  that  Gonzalo  had 
procured  a  quantity  of  fpices  fuffkient  to  load  feve- 
ral fhips  ;  moreover,  that  three  fhips  richly  loaded 
were  expedted  from  Arabia,  and  that  if  the  Portuguefe 
would  keep  a  good  lock-out  near  rhat  iHand,  during 
the  month  of  September,  their  veflfels  would  very  pro- 
bably fall  into  their  hands.  Almeed  having  received 
this  intelligence,  immediately  ciifpatched  Homo  to  Co- 
chin, Cananor,  and  Coulan,  to  give  notice  of  his  ar- 
rival, and  to  defire  the  Portuguefe  agents,  with  a'l  ex- 
pedition, to  get  ready  their  ladings.  He  like  wife  ap- 
pointed Lopez  Chanogua,  and  Gonzalo  Paiva,  to  cruize 
in  thofe  feas,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Arabian  fhips. 
He  himfelf  immediately  fct  about  building  a  fort,  in 
a  place  near  the  fea.  On  this  fpot  there  were  fome 
ruins,  amongfl  which  he  found  feveral  red  and  black 
crucifixes ;  thence  he  conjectured  this  ifland  had  been 
formerly  inhabited  by  Chrirtians.  All  the  Portuguefe 
without  diftinction,  helped  to  build  the  fort;  fo  that 
in  a  little  time  the  work  was  brought  to  a  confiderable 
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About  this  time  arrived  Emmanuel  Pazagna,  whom 
Almeed,  before  he  doubled  the  Cape  of  good  Hope,  had 
appoin  ted  commander  of  part  of  the  flee  t :  with  him  came 
Jikewife  Antonio Vafco:  GundiffalvoVafco,  purfuant  to 
Al meed's  orders,  remained  at  Quiloa,  and  Lucas  Fon- 
feca  wintered  at  Mozambique.  Lopez  Sancho's  fhip 
was  fhipwrecked,  and  all  aboard  perifhed,  excepting 
five  men,  whom  Pedro  Barreto  had  taken  aboard  his 
fhip  half  dead.  Thefe  were  the  commanders  of  Pa- 
zagna's  fleet.  Almeed  likewife  underflood  by  Pazag- 
na, that  the  ufurper  Abrahem,  who  had  been  expelled 
from  Qui'oa,  had  endeavoured  mod  treacheroufly  to 
murder  king  Mahumed.  For  this  purpofe  he  had  em- 
ployed a  rcfolute  fellow,  who  having  infinuated  him- 
felf  into  the  friendship  of  Mahumed,  had  wounded 
him  in  the  arm  with  a  dagger  :  however,  the  wound 
proved  not  mortal,  and  the  aflaflin  having  been  feized, 
had  fuffered  the  punifhment  due  to  his  crime, 

A  few  days  after,  Chanogua  and  Paiva  returned  with 
fome  (hips  aboard  which  were  fevcral  Arabians.  They 
had  Lkewife  taken  fome  fmall  veffels,  and  amorgft  the 
reft  an  Indian  floop  :  in  this  there  was  a  Portuguefe, 
whom  Barboza  had  fent  with  a  letter  to  Almeed,  ac- 
quainting him,  That  one  of  the  Arabian  fhips  had  al- 
ready arrived  at  Calicur,  and  the  other  two  were  daily 
expected  :  that  there  had  come  in  the  veflel  already 
in  port  four  Venetian,  artifts,  who  underflood  the  art 
of  calling  cannon  ;  thefe  the  fultan  of  Egypt  had  fenc 
to  the  zamorin  at  his  earned  requeft  :  that  the  fultan 
himfelf  was  fitting  out  a  large  fleet  againft  the  Portu- 
guefe, and  that  formidable  preparations  were  alfo  mak- 
ing at  Calicur.  Almeed  having  received  this  intelli- 
gence, fent  out  again  Chanogua  and  Paiva,  with  flrict 
orders  10  keep  a  good  look-our,  that  the  other  two 
fnips  from  Arabia  might  net  efcape.  He  alfo  built 
a  large  galley  ;  (for  he  had  brought  all  proper  ma- 
terials trom  Portugal)  he  manned  her  with  Arabian 
rowers  and  gave  the  command  to  John  Serrano,  who 
was  likewife  joined  with  two  frigates  \  one  of  which 

was 
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was  commanded  by  Simon  Mattino,  and  the  other  by 
Diego  Diazio  •,  thefewere  to  fcour  ihe  Teas,  and  annoy 
the  enemy  as  much  as  pofTible. 

Ac  this  juncture  Merlao  king  of  Onor,  ten  leagues 
from  Anchedivc,  Tent  deputies  to  Almeed  to  treat  of 
a  peace.  The  pyrate  Timoia,  whom  we  have  men- 
tioned above,  was  then  at  Onor,  and  had  likewife  con- 
curred with  the  king  in  defiring  the  friendship  of  our 
people  \  AJmeid  received  both  into  his  protection  :  by 
them  he  underftood,  that  there  was  a  ftrong  caftle  a 
little  way  off,  called  Zincutura,  which  belonged  to  the 
kingdom  of  Daccam.  The  governor  was  a  vafial  of 
Zabaio  king  of  Goa,  who  had  frequent  wars  with  the 
king  of  Onor.  Almeed  ordered  his  fon  to  found  the 
depth  of  the  harbour  there  •,  Laurence  accordingly  let 
out  with  fome  pi!ots  for  this  purpofe.  He  found  the 
depth  of  the  river,  which  runs  by  the  caftle,  at  the 
mouth  to  be  five  fathom,  and  a  little  further  three 
and  a  half  mere.  The  fort  was  fituated  on  a  hill, 
and  the  garifon  confuted  of  iooo  men:  thefe,  when 
they  obferved  our  boats,  immediately  haftened  to  the 
fhore  ;  eight  only  were  on  horfeback,  amongft  whom 
was  the  governor.  Our  people  hoifled  a  flag  of  peace ; 
upon  this  the  governor  came  directly  to  Laurence,  with 
whom  he  concluded  a  treaty.  He  at  the  Tame  time 
fent  feveral  prefents  to  Francis  Alme:d,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  fruits  to  refrefh  the  Portuguefe  after  their 
fatigue.  Nine  days  after  he  difpatched  deputies  to  Ai- 
nu-id, to  ratify  the  peace  with  the  utmoft  folemnity. 
Before  our  people  left  Anchedive,  they  defcried  a  large 
vcflfcl,  which  was  freighted  with  horfes  from  Perfia. 
The  Portuguefe  immediately  attacked  her  in  their  long 
boats.  The  Perfians  and  Arabians  aboard,  being  (truck 
with  a  panic,  jumped  into  their  boat  and  made  to- 
wards the  fhore.  The  fhip  had  run  a-ground,  fo  that 
the  Portuguefe  could  not  tow  her  along  ;  and  a  fudden 
ftorm  arifing,  our  people  were  in  the  greatefl  danger. 
There  were  19  horfes  in  this  fhip,  nine  of  thefe  the 
Portuguefe  put  aboard  their  long  boats,   which  were 

driven 
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driven  afhore  by  force  of  the  waves.  The  Arabians 
who  inhabited  that  country,  flocked  to  the  fhore  in 
great  numbers.  Our  people  defired  them  to  keep  the 
horfes  till  the  ftorm  was  over,  which  they  accordingly 
promifed.  The  Portugnefe  failed  for  Anchedive,  and 
after  the  dorm  ceafed,  returned  for  their  horfes.  The 
inhabitants  made  anfwer,  That  the  king  of  Onor  had 
them  in  his  cuftody.  Almeed  Tent  a  melTenger  to  the 
king,  demanding  reftitution  of  the  horfes  ;  telling  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  hoped  his  majefty  would  do  no- 
thing in  violation  of  the  late  treaty,  which  had  been 
concluded  in  io  folemn  a  manner.  Almeed  received 
fuch  an  anfwer  as  plainly  fhewed  this  people  were  void 
of  faith,  or  regard  for  treaties;  and  fo  intent  were  they 
on  this  prefent  advantage,  that  they  did  not  advert  to 
the  danger  arifing  from  fuch  a  fauhlefs  behaviour. 

Almeed  left  Pazagna  with  a  fmall  garifon  in  the  fort 
of  Anchedive,  and  iailed  for  Onor.  As  foon  as  he 
entered  the  mouth  of  the  river,  he  ravaged  the  conn- 
try,  and  burnt  feveral  (hips  in  the  harbour.  The  Ara- 
bians aboard  the  veiTels  in  port,  affured  him,  that  the 
king  of  Onor  fhould  give  fatisfaction  -,  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  ceafed  hofiilities  for  one  day  :  mean  while  the 
inhabitants  retired  with  their  effects  to  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains,  whither  the  king  a'fo  betook  himfeif : 
Almeed  therefore  difpatched  his  ion  with  orders  to  de- 
flroy  all  the  mips  in  the  harbour.  The  king,  who  was 
at  no  great  diftance,  feeing  his  navy  in  fuch  danger, 
fent  4000  men  to  oppofe  our  people.  The  fire  which 
the  Portuguefe  threw  amongft  the  houfes,  as  well  as 
fhips,  raged  with  great  violence  •,  and  left  it  mould  be 
extinguished  by  the  enemy,  Almeid  ordered  Laurence 
to  attack  thofe  who  had  come  for  that  purpofe.  .The 
enemy  were  drawn  up  in  fuch  order,  that  they  could 
not  be  eafily  repulfed.  Their  firft  line  was  armed  with 
fhields,  and  their  archers  being  thus  covered,  annoyed 
our  people  with  their  darts.  The  conflict  for  fome  time 
remained  doubtful  -,  but  the  Portuguefe  at  laft  made 
fuch  an  impreflion  on  the  enemy,  that  they  obliged 
2  them 
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them  to  retire.  Almeed  obferving  his  men  pu  filing  oa 
with  too  much  eagerneis,  founded  a  retreat.  The  ene- 
my imagining  this  proceeded  from  fear,  rallied  ;;rd  re- 
newed the  attack.  The  Portuguefe,  however,  retreated 
in  fuch  order  and  regularity,  that  they  differed  no  da- 
mage. The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  loft  many  of 
their  men  :  fourteen  of  their  (hips  were  burnt,  and  the 
whole  city  was  in  flames.  The  Portuguefe  loft  only 
one  man,  and  Almeed  was  wounded  in  his  right  thumb. 
The  king  now  fent  deputies  to  afk  pardon  and  fue  for 
peace.  Almeed  made  anfwer,  That  he  had  not  then 
time,  but  that  he  would  foon  fend  his  fon  to  fettle  a 
peace  on  the  ftrongeit  terms.  Next  day  the  Portu- 
guefe filled  for  Cananor. 

In  the  mean  while  John  Homo,  purfuant  to  his  or- 
ders, informed  the  Portuguefe  and  their  allies  in  India, 
of  the  arrival  of  Almeed,  and  the  powers  with  whiciv 
he  was  inverted.     When  John   arrived  at  Coulan,  he 
was  acquainted  by  Antonio  Sala  the  Portuguefe  agent, 
that  the  king's  mips,  at  the  mitigation  of  the  Arabians, 
had  been  refilled  the  quantity  of  fpices  due  by  treaty. 
The  Arabians  had  at  that  time  in  the  harbour  34  (hips ; 
and  fuch  was  their  influence,  that  they  loaded  all  their 
veficls  before  the  Portuguefe  could  procure  any  part  of 
their  lading,  though  it  had  been  exprefsiy  ftipulated  by- 
treaty,  that  no  fpices  mould  be  given  the  Arabians  till 
the  Portuguefe  had  received  their   whole  cargo.     Ho- 
mo being  a  bold  and  refolute  man,  dripped  the  Ara- 
bians of  their  helms  and  rigging,  and  delivered  them 
to  Antony  Sala.     '  Now   (laid   he)  you  may  take  in 
'  your  lading,  and  I  charge  you  not  to  reftore  their 
'  fhip  tackle,  till  our  mips  are  furnimed  with  their  full 
*  cargo.'     Sala  promifed  to  obey  his  orders.     Homo 
having  failed  from  thence,  in  his  courfe  took  two  Ara- 
bian  veiTels  ;    he  put  all  the  crew  in  irons,  and  con- 
fined them  in  the  holds.     He  put  three  Portuguefe  pi- 
lots aboard  each  of  thefe  (hips:  he  could   1  or  ipare 
more  •,  and  belidcs,  as  the  wind  was  fair,  he  th 
thefe  fufficknt  to  (leer  them  into  porx.     He  was  now* 

in 
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in  fight  of  Almeed,  and  juft  entering  the  harbour  of 
Cananor,  when  of  a  fudden  the  Arabians,  in  one  of 
the  (hips  having  broke  loofe*  murdered  the  Portuguefe  ; 
and  having  tacked  about,  quickly  got  out  of  fight  of 
our  people.  Almeed  was  greatly  chagrined  at  this  mis- 
fortune, and  he  thought  Homo  unworthy  to  bear  the 
office  of  a  commander,  and  would  directly  have  de- 
prived him  of  his  commifiion*  had  he  not  been  dif- 
fuaded  by  fevera!  perfons  of  diftindlion,  who  interceded 
in  his  behalf.  Almeed  now  refolved  to  build  a  fort  at 
Cananor  •,  he  was  ftrongly  urged  thereto  by  Gonzaio 
Agidio  Barbofa,  who  faid  that  the  king  himfelf,  though 
ever  fo  willing,  was  not  able  to  defend  the  Portuguefe 
againft  the  artifices  of  the  perfidious  Arabians:  the 
viceroy  accordingly  determined  not  to  depart  till  the 
fort  was  finifhed.  Whilft  he  remained  here,  embaf- 
fodors  came  to  him  from  the  king  of  Narfingna ;  but 
before  we  mention  the  particulars  of  this  embaffy,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  give  a  fhort  defcription  of  the' 
country. 

This  kingdom  lies  in  theeaftern  part  of  India,  with- 
in the  Ganges  ;  it  extends  a  confiderablc  way  weft- 
ward,  and  borders  on  the  countries  adjoining  to  Goa, 
with  the  inhabitants  of  which  the  people  of  Narfin- 
gua  ufed  to  wage  continual  wars.  The  country  is 
adorned  with  many  cities,  and  watered  with  feveral  ri- 
vers. The  foil  is  fertile,  and  affords  a!l  the  diverfions 
of  fifhing,  fowling,  and  hunting.  The  country  is 
likewife  ftored  with  abundance  of  all  fons  of  caetle* 
The  people  are  extremely  addicted  to  fuperftition  j 
their  temples  or  pagods  are  built  with  vail  magni- 
ficence :  thefe,  like  the  reft  in  India,  are  filled  with  the? 
images  of  monfters,  and  many  ft  range  figures,  to 
which  they  pay  divine  honours.  Their  bramins  con- 
fining of  men  as  well  as  women,  prefide  in  religious 
rites,  and  are  held  in  great  honour.  There  is  another 
religious  feci  called  banians,  who  are  efteemed  with 
no  lefs  veneration  :  thefe  carry  about  their  necks  a 
ftone  called  tambarane,  about  the  bignefs  of  an  egg  ; 

it 
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it  is  perforated  in  the  middle,  with  three  firings  rim- 
ing through  it.  This  they  fay  reprefents  the  deity,  and 
it  is  beheld  with  the  utmoft  devotion.  The  banians 
abllain  from  fiffi  and  fleih  :  they  are  allowed  to  marry 
once-,  and  when  they  die,  their  wives  are  buried  alive 
near  their  graves.  The  widows  of  other  perfons,  af- 
ter the  death  of  their  hufbands,  are  earned  in  great 
ftate  to  the  funeral  pile,  where  they  are  burnt  amidft 
the  fongs  and  acclamations  of  all  their  relations  and 
fervants,  who  attend  the  ceremony.  They  keep  every 
Friday  as  a  holyday,  or  fabbath.  They  jikewife  ob- 
ferve  many  other  days  throughout  the  year,  by  ting- 
ing hymns,  and  performing  the  ceremonials  of  reli- 
gion, according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  country.  They 
believe  the  immortality  of  the  foul ;  and  that  there  will 
be  a  future  ftate,  in  which  mankind  are  to  be  punifhed 
or  rewarded,  according  to  their  behaviour  in  this  world. 
The  people  are  of  a  tawney  colour ;  they  drefs  ele- 
gantly, and  are  extremely  fond  of  women,  on  whofe 
account  they  often  quarrel  and  fight  duels.  The  per- 
fon  who  gives  the  challenge,  ufually  folicits  the  king 
for  a  fpot  of  ground  where  the  affair  is  to  be  decided  ; 
and  if  the  champions  are  men  in  high  repute  for  their 
gallantry,  his  majefty  himfelf  generally  becomes  a  fpec- 
tatcr  of  the  combat :  he  gives  a  fmall  golden  chain 
to  the  conqueror,  who  is  obliged  to  maintain  this  ho- 
nour by  his  fword,  otherwife  he  forfeits  all  his  glory  al- 
ready acquired  ;  for  any  one  may  difpute  his  claim  to 
this  trophy ;  and  the  chain  is  always  taken  from  him 
that  is  worded,  and  given  to  the  perfon  who  comes 
off  victorious  in  the  combat.  This  cuftom  of  duelling 
is  not  confined  to  the  military  gentlemen  only,  for  ar- 
tifts  and  mechanics  often  enter  the  lifts  about  the  ex- 
cellency of  their  workmanfhip. 

Bifnagar  is  the  largeft  city  in  this  kingdom,  being 
four  miles  in  compafs,  and  furrounded  with  walls:  ic 
is  very  populous,  and  adorned  with  many  (lately  build- 
ings and  mod  magnificent  pagods.  The  place  abounds 
in  all  forts  of  commodities,  imported  from  many  dif- 
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ferent  countries.      All   merchants    trading   here    are 
obliged  to  pay  certain  du.ies-,  thofe  only  are  excepted 
who  bring  horfes  from  Perfia  and  Arabia.     The  king 
himftlf  buys  up  all  the  horfes,  many  of  which  he  re- 
tains for  his  own  ufe  *  and  he  gives  away  in  prefents, 
or  fells  the  reft  to  whom  he  pleafes.     The  royal  pa- 
lace is  a  moft  fpacious  and   magnificent  edifice  •,  it  is 
furrounded  with  beautiful  gardens,  in  which  there  are 
feveral  well  flocked  fifli  ponds*     When  the  king  goes 
abroad,  he  is  always  attended  with  a  numerous  body 
of  guards :  his  fubjects  treat  him  with  the  ucmoft  re- 
fpect;  nay,  almoft  worfh'p  him  as  a  deity  :  his  table 
is  always  furnifhed  with  the  moft  exquifite  dimes  :   his 
body  generally   fhines  with  ointments,  and   his  dreis 
fparkles  with  gold  and  diamonds.     This  prince  never 
marries,  but  he  keeps  a  vaft  number  of  concubines, 
who  are  all  of  noble  defcent.     When  he  dies,  his  bo- 
dy is  burnt  on  a  pile  of  the  moft  odoriferous  woods ; 
here  likewife  ail  his  confidents,  domeftics,  and  parti- 
cular friends,  throw  themfelves  ;  and  with  fuch  alacri- 
ty do  they  hurry  thus   to  facrifice  themfelves,  that  it 
appears  plainly  they  efteem  it  glorious  and  honourable 
to  die  with  their  fovereign.     The  prince  generally  ad- 
minifters  juftice  with  great  impartiality,  and  is  par- 
ticularly careful  to  protect  the  merchants  from  all  in- 
juries.    He  keeps  under  him  many  governors  or  lieu- 
tenants ;    thefe,   however,   if  guilty  of  oppreflion  or 
injuftice,  are  either  put  to  death,  or  have  fome  cor- 
poral punifhment  inflicted  on  them.     He  heaps  toge- 
ther vaft  treafures,  and  thinks  it  unlawful  to  expend 
thofe  left  him  by  his  anceftors,  unlefs  on  the  moft  ur- 
gent occafions :   by  this  means  he  has  generally  in  his 
pofieftion,   vaft  quantities  of  gold,   filver,  and   dia- 
monds of  the  largeft  fize  \  in  which  the  country  very 
much  abounds.     The  king  keeps  about  him  a  great 
number  of  fokliers,   who  have  horfes  and  provifions 
every  day  allowed  them  from  the  palace ;   thofe  who 
have  once  lifted  in  his  fervice  are  not  at  liberty  to  quit 
the  kingdom,   unlefs  they  have  exprefs  leave  from  his 
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majedy.  He  likewiie  maintains  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  foot  foldiers.  Much  more  might  be  laid  con- 
cerning the  cuftoms,  luxury,  and  magnificence  of  the 
king  of  Narfingua  ;  this,  however,  I  fhall  pafs  over, 
that  1  may  not  exceed  the  bounds  i  prelcnbed  myfelfi 

The  king  then  on  the  throne  having  heard  much  of 
the  fame  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  was  defirous  to 
make  a  league  wirh  rrum  ;  he  accordingly  fent  a  de- 
puty ro  Almeed  with  letters  and  prefents,  which  he  de- 
fired,  in  his  name,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Emmanuel, 
The  embaffador  was  received  by  Almeed  with  the 
highefl  marks  of  honour,  and  after  having  produced 
his  credentials,  delivered  the  purport  of  his  embaffy  as 
follows,  *  That  his  royal  mailer  being  filled  with  ad- 

*  miration  at  the  fame  and  reputation  of  Emmanuel* 
4  was  therefore  extremely  defirous  of  entering  into  a 

*  league  with  fo  great  and  worthy  a  prince  :  that  the 
4  exploits  performed  by  the  Portuguefe  in  India  was 
4  to  him  a  fufficient  teflimony  of  what  was  reported  by 
4  fame  •,  for  he  could  not  doubt  but  that  the  king,  who 

*  ruled  over  fo  many  brave  fubjecb,  mud  be  a  prince 

*  endowed  with  the  greateft  accomplifhments,  and  his 
4  friendfhip  worthy  to  be  cultivated  by  the  mo  ft  power- 
4  ful  moharchs :  that  he  would  therefore  moll  willing* 
4  ly  make  a  treaty  of  friend  (hip  with  his  Portuguefe 
4  majefty,  and  would  drive  to  the  utmoft,  to  promote 

*  his  honour  and  dignity.  Moreover,  if  it  was  not 
c  difagreeable,  he  fhould  be  extremely  glad  to  betroth 
4  his  only  daughter,  a  virgin  of  reputed  beauty,  with 
4  a  confiderable  dowry,  to  John  the  fon  of  Emmanuel* 
4  that  their  friendfhip  might  be  more  ftrengthened  by 
4  fuch  an  alliance.'  The  embaffador,  at  the  fame  time, 
br©ught  with  him  a  couple  of  bracelets  dudded  with 
the  brighteft  gems,  together  with  a  parcel  of  rings  fet 
with  the  fined  diamonds,  and  fome  rich  embroidered 
cloath  ;  which  he  de fired  might  be  fent  to  Emmanuel 
by  the  firft  opportunity.  Almeed  treated  the  embaf- 
fador with  the  utmoft  refpecT,  and  difmuTed  him  with 
many  confiderable  prefents.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  wrote 
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letters  by  him  to  the  king  of  Narfingua :  in  thefe  he 
allured  his  majefty,  that  he  would  do  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  ftricleft  and  mod  fincere 
friendfhip  betwixt  him  and  his  royal  mafter. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Narfinguan  embaitador, 
Almced  went  afhore  in  a  long  boat ;  and  he  ordered  a 
tent  to  be  pitched  in  a  grove  of  palm  trees,  where  the 
king  of  Cananor  vifited  him.  After  a  deal  of  friendly 
converfation,  the  viceroy  asked  leave  of  his  majefty  to 
build  a  fort :  this  (he  faid)  would  not  only  defend  the 
Portuguefe  againfl  the  infults  of  the  Arabians,  but 
would  alfo  be  a  bulwark  for  himfelf  againft  the  inva- 
fions  of  his  enemies.  His  requeft  was  readily  granted ; 
and  the  work  being  fet  about  with  great  expedition, 
was  in  a  few  days  brought  to  its  full  height.  Egidio 
Barbofa  had,  indeed,  before  laid  the  foundation,  but 
he  gave  out  he  only  intended  to  build  a  large  houfe  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Portuguefe  merchants.  This 
caution  he  thought  extremely  neceflary,  till  Almeed 
fhould,  in  a  formal  manner,  obtain  liberty  from  the 
king  for  building  a  fort.  It  was  called  St.  Angelo  5 
and  Lopez  Britto,  with  150  Portuguefe,  was  left  go- 
vernor. 

About  this  time  Almeed  received  an  account  of  the 
melancholy  fate  of  Antonio  Saia,  who,  as  we  have 
taken  notice  of  above,  had  been  left  agent  for  the  Por- 
tuguefe affairs  at  Coulan.  John  Homo,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  had,  wkh  more  bravery  than  pru- 
dence, dripped  the  Arabian  fhip.5  of  their  helms  and 
rigging,  and  had  given  them  to  be  kept  by  Antonio, 
till  the  Portuguefe  fhould  receive  their  lading.  He 
himfelf  left  the  place,  and  failed  to  Almeed  ;  but  the 
Arabians,  provoked  by  this  infult,  inveighed  againft 
our  people  in  the  moft  bitter  terms.  In  order  to  effect 
their  mifchievous  defigns,  they  ftirred  up  the  people, 
and  urged  them  to  revenge  this  injury.  '  How  long 
4  (faid  they)  will  you  endure  the  outrages  of  thefe  mad 
c  ambitious  men?  Can  you  imagine  that  they,  when 
*  aggrandized  with  wealth,  will  fhew  any  regard  to 
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4  your  intereft,  or  obferve  their  faith?  A  handful  of 

*  them  you  fee  at  a  diftance  from  their  country,  have 
c  dared  molt  grofsJy  to  infulc  us,  your  anticnt  friends 
c  and  allies,  and  this  too  in  your  own  city,  and  even 

*  before  your  eyes.  They  have  highly  injured  fair 
c  traders,  from  whom  you  receive  yearly  fuch  great  ad- 

*  vantages.  In  fhort,  by  their  infolent  and  audacious, 
c  behaviour,  they  feem  to  aclas  if  they  imagined  them- 

*  felves  abfoiute  fovereigns  of  this   kingdom.     Have 

*  not  a  few  of  them  in   a  ftrange  country,  in  the  do- 

*  minions  of  an  excellent  prince,  and  in  the  fight  of 
'  thoufands  of  this  city,  committed  an  outrage  which 
c  the  king  himfelf  would  never  have  thought  of  ac- 
'  tempting  ?  It  is  not  we,  therefore,  but  yourfelves 
c  who  are  affronted  by  this  injury  ;  their  defign  is  not 
'  to  moled  us,  but  to  try  your  patience ;  and  if  you 

*  allow  this  indignity  to  go  unpunifhed,  they  will  foon 

*  drip  you  of  your  liberty  and  property,  and  every 

*  thing  that  is  valuable.'  By  thefe  and  fuch  like  fpeeches 
the  people  being  inflamed,  attacked  Sala,  who,  only 
accompanied  with  j  2  Portuguefe,  fled  to  a  chapel  built 
in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary  •,  here  they  made  fo  gal- 
lant a  defence,  that  the  enemy  were  unable  to  break  in 
upon  them.  The  Arabians  feeing  they  could  not  make 
themfelves  matters  of  the  chapel  without  a  confider- 
able  loft,  got  together  a  parcel  of  wood,  and  (et  fire  to 
the  chapel,  where  all  the  Portuguefe  perifhedin  the 
mod  miferable  manner.  Pedro  Raphael  was  then  in 
the  harbour,  but  as  the  affair  was  fo  fudden  and  un- 
expected, he  could  not  bring  aftiltance  to  his  friends : 
however,  in  revenge  he  burnt  five  Arabian  fhips  lying 
in  the  harbour,  and  immediately  failed  for  Cochin, 
where  he  found  Almeed,  whom  he  informed  of  this 
tragical  affair.  As  foon  as  the  viceroy  received  this 
account,  he  ordered  his  fun  to  fail  directly  for  Coulan, 
and  to  defi roy  all  the  fhips  in  that  harbour.  Laurence 
executed  his  orders  with  fo  much  expedition,  that  he 
came  in  fight  of  the  town,  and  burnt  27  of  the  ene- 
my's fhips,  before  they  were  apprized  of  his  arrival. 
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John  Homo's  commiflion   was  taken  from  him  as  a 
punifhment  for  his  raili  conduct. 

Soon  after  A 1  meed    went  afhore,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived by  the  king  of  Cochin   with  the  higheft  marks 
of  refpect  and  honour.     But  this  was  not  that   piince 
who  had  fo    much   endangered    his  life  and  crown  by 
his  fidelity  to  our  people.    He  had  abdicated  the  throne, 
and  retired  to  a  temple,  where   he  dedicated  his  time 
entirely  to  the   ftudy  and    exercife   of  religious  duties. 
He  had  refigned  the  regal  power  to  his  filler's  fon  Nam- 
beadaf,  who  was  next  heir  by  the   laws  and   cuftoms 
of  the  realm.     Ahmed  thought  it  needlefs  to  offer  pre- 
fects to  a  prince  who  feemed  to    fet    at    nought    all 
worldly  wealth   and  grandeur  ♦,  but  he  refolved   to  be- 
llow them  on  the  young  king,  who  as  fuccefTor  to  the 
crown,  in  his  opinion,  had  likewife   a  right  to  the  re- 
wards due  to  the  virtue,  fidelity,  and  friendfhip  of  his, 
uncle.     He  accordingly  gave    orders,    that  a    fcaffbld 
fhould  be  erected:  this    he  covered    with  the  richelt 
tapeftry,  and  having  feated  the  king  in  a  chair  of  flare, 
that  he  might  be  feen  by   all  the    people,  he  made    a 
fpeech   to  him,  Wherein   he  greatly    encouraged   him, 
and  raifed    his   hopes,  by  telling   him  he  might  expect 
to  enjoy  more  felicity  than  any  of  his  predeceflfors  had 
done.     Emmanuel,  he  faid,  had   the  highefl:  fenfe   of 
the  extraordinary  worth    and    uncommon    fidelity   of 
Trimumpar  •,    and  was  therefore  defirous   not  only  to 
call    him,     but  to   treat  nim   in    every   refpect  as   his 
friend  and  ally  :  but  as  that  religious  prince  profefTed  a 
difregard  for  all    thofe  earthly   enjoyments  fo    highly 
vbtued   by  ether  mortals,  the  honours  due  to  him  now 
cf  right    devolved   to  his  fuccefTor.     He  accordingly 
preferred    Nambeadar  with    a  golden    crown,  alluring 
him  •:  F  !-hc  friend 'hip  and   protection  of  his  Portugucle 
maiefty,  who  would  defend  him  from  the  invafionsof 
th     zamorin,  and  all  other  enemies.     In    the    name 
of  h;s   royal  maiter,  he  gave  him   power   to  coin  all 
forts  of  money,  and  Mt   him  in   full  pofTrffion  of  all 
the   rights  and  privileges    a   king   could    defire,    foe 
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maintaining  his  power  and  authority.  Nambeadar  ex- 
prcffcd  hinVelf  in  the  mod  grateful  manner  for  ail  the 
favours  of  Emmanuel,  promifing  he  would  always  re- 
main attached  to  his  intereft,  and  do  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  promote  his  dignity.  Almeed  then  placed 
the  crown  on  his  head,  and  gave  him  many  confide- 
rable  prefents.  After  this  ceremony  was  finifhed  fe- 
veral  trumpets  were  founded,  and  the  king  marched 
in  grand  proceflion  to  his  palace. 

Almeed  having  now  loaded  eight  fhips,  ordered 
them  to  fail  for  Portugal.  On  the  firft  of  February 
j  506,  the  fleet  came  upon  an  unknown  country,  which 
was  covered  with  thick  woods,  and  abounded  in  cat- 
tle. Our  people  defcried  ten  fmall  boats,  aboard  which 
were  feveral  naked  blacks,  with  fhort  fleecy  hair,  and 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  They  made  towards 
Ferdinand  Search's  fhip:  twenty  of  them  went  aboard; 
thefe  were  treated  with  great  civility,  for  the  Portu- 
guefe  invited  them  to  an  entertainment,  and  made  them 
a  prefent  of  fome  wearing  apparel.  Our  people  did 
not  underftand  their  language,  io  that  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  exprefs  themfelvts  to  each  other  by  figns.  Thefe 
men  departed,  in  outward  appearance  extremely  well 
pleafed  ^  but  when  they  had  advanced  a  little  way 
from  the  fhip,  they  began  to  return  thefe  civilities  by 
difcharg:ng  their  arrows  on  our  people.  The  Portu- 
guefe  provoked  by  this  ingratitude  fired  their  guns  upon 
them.  Ferdinand  Soarez,  obferving  fome  of  them 
near  Roderigo  Freira's  fhip,  called  to  Rodciigo  to  take 
them  prifoneis;  accordingly  twenty  eight  were  feized. 
The  fleet  having  cruized  along  a  little  farther,  came  to 
anchor  in  a  bay,  where  they  went  afhore,  and  took  in 
a  fupply  of  water.  In  this  place  a  body  of  the  natives 
attacked  our  men,  who  were  obliged  to  retire  to  their 
fhips,  from  whence  they  plied  them  brifkly  with  their 
cannon.  Several  of  the  Barbarians  were  killed,  and 
the  reft  were  driven  to  flight.  This  behaviour  of  that 
people  plainly  {hewed  they  were  of  a  favage  and  unhof- 
pkable  difpofuion.     The  Portuguefe  did  not  at  firft 
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take  this  country  for  an  ifland  :  but  when  they  had 
failed  along  the  coaft,  and  doubled  fome  of  the  capes, 
they  difcovered  it  to  be  an  ifland.  It  was  formerly 
called  Madagafcar,  but  our  people  gave  it  the  name  of 
St.  Laurence.  It  lies  to  rhe  eaft  oppofite  to  that  part 
of  Ethiopia  called  CafTers.  The  fleet  arrived  at  Lifbon 
the  24th  of  May  1506. 

In  the  year  1505,  foon  after  Almeed's  departure 
from  Lifbon,  Emmanuel  equipc  another  fleet  of  fix 
fail,  which 'he  fent  to  India  under  the  command  of 
Francifco  Gnaia.  When  they  were  upon  the  weftern 
coaft  of  Ethiopia,  one  of  the  captains  named  John 
LacTeo,  when  endeavouring  to  ftrike  a  large  fifh,  was 
carried  over  board  and  drowned.  Another  commander 
went  afhore  to  get  fome  provifion,  but  venturing  too 
boldly  amongft  the  natives,  he  was  killed,  with  feverai 
of  his  crew.  They  fleered  from  thence  for  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  but  keeping  too  far  to  the  fouthward, 
their  water  was  frozen,  and  they  themfelves  were  fo  be- 
numbed with  cold,  that  they  could  hardly  work  thefhips. 
However,  they  at  laft  with  great  difficulty,  doubled 
the  Cape,  and  coaft ing  along  CafTers,  they  came  to  an- 
chor in  Sofala.  Gnaia,  with  his  four  fmalleft  vefTels 
(for  his  two  largeft  could  not  enter)  went  into  the  har- 
bour. The  king  was  a  man  of  feventy  years  of  age, 
and  had  loft  his  fight,  but  before  he  met  with  that 
misfortune  he  had  greatly  fignalized  himfelf  by  his 
gallantry  and  warlike  prowefs.  The  town  was  not 
jarge,  nor  were  the  houfes  magnificent  in  the  outfide ; 
they  were  moftly  furrounded  with  thick  hedges,  and 
within  they  were  hung  with  filk  tapeftry.  The  name 
of  the  king  was  Zufe :  he  received  Gnaia  with  great 
civility,  and  exprefled  the  utmoft  refpect  and  friend- 
fhip  for  Emmanuel.  His  majefty  was  furrounded  with 
feverai  guards,  who  were  moftly  Arabians :  they  were 
naked  to  the  waift,  and  covered  from  thence  to  their 
knees  with  filk  or  cotton.  They  wore  a  poniard  by 
their  fide,  and  a  filk  or  cotton  turbant  on  their  head. 
After  many  expreffions  of  kindnefs,  Gnaia  afked  leave. 
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of  the  king  to  build  a  fort,  which,  he  faid,  would  be 
of  great  fervice  to  his  majefty  himfelf.  This  requeft  was 
readily  granted.  After  the  king  and  Gnaia  parted,  one 
Zacote,  an  Arabian  of  great  authority  and  influence 
waited  on  Gnaia,  with  whom  he  formed  a  Uriel:  friend- 
fhip,  and  informed  him  in  every  particular  relating  to 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  manners  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  Portuguefe  admiral  fet  about  building  the  fore 
wifh  great  forwardnefs,  and  in  a  few  months  it  was 
fini  fried,  for  the  natives  themfelves  alTifted  in  the  work. 
He  then  fent  fome  of  his  fleet  to  India,  and  others  to 
Zuiloa.  He  himfelf  remained  in  the  fort  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  force.  The  Arabian  merchants  at  Sofala  were 
BOt  a  little  chagrin'd  at  the  civility  (hewn  to  our  peo- 
ple. Several  of  them  accordingly  waited  on  the  king, 
whom  they  advifed  to  beware  of  the  p-rfidy  and  trea- 
chery of  the  Portuguefe,  who,  they  faid,  under  a 
mafk  of  friendfhip  concealed  the  mod  wicked  defigns. 
c  For  what  end  (added  they)  do  they  build  a  fort  in 
?  your  dominions,  but  to  encreafe  their  own  power, 
f  that  they  may  afterwards  dethrone  you,  and  ftrip 
c  you  of  your  whole  property  ?  have  they  not  by  the 

*  like  artifice  expelled  the  king  of  Quiloa,  and  rob- 
c  bed  many  of  the  Indian  princes  of  their  polTeflions  ? 
«  in  fhort  wherever  they  have  got  a    footing,    have 

*  they  not  left  numberlefs  traces  of   their  villainy  and 

*  cruelty  ?  if  you  have  then  any  regard   for  your  own 

*  welfare,  or    prefervation,  deftroy  them  before  they 

*  acquire  ftrength,  left  afterwards  it  may  not  be  in 
c  your  power  to  avert  ruin  and  deftruction  from  your- 
'  felf  and  kingdom.'  The  king  being  fpurred  on  by 
fuch  fpeechees,  fecretly  got  together  a  body  of  men, 
and  appointed  a  day  to  fall  upon  our  people.  Gnaia 
being  informed  of  this  plot  by  Acote,  held  himfelf  in 
rcadinefs  to  repulfe  the  enemy.  On  the  day  prehVd 
they  attacked  the  fort  with  great  fury,  throwing  in  fiery 
(lakes,  and  affailing  the  walls  with  their  warlike  en- 
gines :  Acote  in  the  mean  while  entered  the  fort  with 
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cne  hundred  m?n  to  afift  the  Portuguefe.  The  conflict 
for  iome  time  was  fierce  and  obftinate :  but  the  enemy 
were  fo  terribly  annoyed  by  the  darts  and  cannon  from 
the  fort,  that  they  at  laft  betook  themfelves  to  flight. 
Our  people  did  not  allow  them  to  recover  from  their 
confternation,  but  purfued  them  into  the  town,  and 
even  forced  their  way  into  the  palace.  The  king  had 
retired  to  his  couch,  and  notwithstanding  his  age  and 
blindnefs,  he  (hewed  amazing  intrepidity  in  this  ex- 
treme danger.  'He  threw  feveral  javelins  amongft 
our  people,  who  were  fo  crowded  together,  that  hard- 
ly one  weapon  failed  doing  execution.  Several  of  the 
Portuguefe  were  wounded,  amongft  whom  was  Gnaia 
himfeif,  who  received  a  wound  in  the  neck.  Emma- 
nuel Ferdinand,  the  Portuguefe  agent  in  thofe  parts, 
obferving  this,  attacked  the  king  and  cut  off  his  head. 
The  prince  being  thus  (lain,  Gnaia  ordered  his  men 
to  abttain  from  all  further  violence,  and  to  fpare  the 
people,  whom  he  wanted  to  gain  by  acts  of  clemency  ; 
that  as  they  had  already  feen  convincing  proofs  of  the 
courage  of  the  Pprtuguefe,  they  might  now  experi- 
ence their  tendernc-is  and  humanity  in  diftrefs.  Gna'v* 
now  thought  proper  to  fettle  this  ftate,  and  to  reward 
Acote  for  his  fidelity  and  fervices.  He  accordingly, 
in  the  name  of  his  royal  mailer,  created  him  king,  and 
injotned  the  people  to  obey  him  as  their  fovereign. 
Acote,  en  his  part,  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  Em- 
manuel, and  promifed  to  behave  always  as  a  faithful 
tributary. 

The  air  of  this  country  was  extremely  unwholfome  ; 
it  abounded  in  fenny  marfhes,  and  thefe  were  dried  up 
by  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.  Our  people  were 
feized  with  an  excefiive  weaknefs  in  their  body  and  a 
dimnefs  of  fight ;  this  by  deerees  turned  into  a  wafting 
confumption,  which  carried  off  feveral,  amongft  whom 
was  Gnaia  himfeif.  In  his  room  Emmanuel  Ferdinand 
was  appointed  admiral  by  the  unanimous  confenc  of  all 
the  officers. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  Almeed  received  intelligence  by  Cidebar- 
but  and  Emmanuel  Corclma,  lent  by  Ferdinand  into 
India,  of  the  dcadi  ofGnaia.  He  was  at  the  fame 
time  informed  of  a  tumult  which  had  happened  ac 
Quiloa,  on  account  of  the  murder  of  king  Mahumed, 
who  had  been  treacherously  (lain  by  kir.g  Tirendicun- 
dus,  a  relation  of  the  pfurper  Abrahem.  Almeed  im- 
mediately difpatched  Novio  Vafco  Pereira,  to  com- 
mand the  fort  ofZofala:  in  his  way  thither  he  was 
likewife  to  touch  at  Quiloa,  to  \cv.k  the  commotions 
raifed  there  on  account  of  the  king's  murder,  and  fe- 
verely  to  punifh  all  who  were  accefFory  thereto. 

Here    it  may   not    be  improper,   if  we  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  fituation  and  extent  of  Ethiopia,  in  which 
Sofala  is  fituated.     That  part  of  Africa,  ib  called  by  the 
Greeks,  as  appears  from  the  authority  of  Homer,  was 
divided   into    the  weftern   and  eafiern   Ethiopia,  both 
which  ftretch    form    in  a    targe  tract  of  thirty   five  de- 
grees   to    the  Cape  of  Good    Hope,    where   they  are 
boundf-d  by  the  ocean.     The  former    likewife  extends 
five   degrees    north    of  the  line.     The    eaifern   region 
reaches  alfo  a  confiderable  way  to  the  nonh,  where   it 
is  bounded    by   the   red-fea  or  Arabian  guiph.      More 
than    one    half    of    Africa   is    comprehended     under 
./Ethiopia.    The  country  in  fome  parts  is  extremely  fer- 
tile, being  watered  with  excellent  rivers,    and   abound- 
ing in   corn  and  cattle  :    in   ocher   parts  the  ground   is 
barren,   and  nothing  is    to  be  ken  but    wild  unculti- 
vated deferts.     The  people  differ  greatly  in  their  lan- 
guage as  well  as  manners.     Some  are  mild  and  civi- 
lized, whilft  others  are   of  the  mod  rude  and    favage 
difpofition.     There   are  vafl:   numbers  of  elephants  in 
./Ethiopia,    and    the    ivory    is   exported  thence   to   all 
parts  of   the  world.     The  country  likewifr  abounds  in 
gold,    filver,  and  brafs  mine^,  and    many  other  com- 
modities of  confiderable   value  :   but  the  exceffive  heat 
of  the  climate,  and  the  mortal  fevers  proceeding  from 
thence,  greatly  hinder   our  people  from  reaping  many 
advantages.,  which  they  might  acquire  by  carrying  on 
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a  trade  in  ^Ethiopia.  However,  avarice  has  often  fuch 
an  influence  over  men,  that  it  makes  them  encounter 
the  mcft  honid  danger,  when  they  have  a  profpect 
of  enriching  themfelves.  In  that  part  of  ^Ethiopia 
lying  near  the  line,  there  is  a  large  and  extenfive  king- 
dom called  Monopotama :  it  abounds  in  gold  to  a  de- 
gree almoft  incredible,  for  it  is  even  dug  out  of  the 
lakes  and  rivers.  The  king  was  a  monarch  of  great 
power,  for  mod  of  the  neighbouring  princes  acknow- 
ledged his  authority,  and  paid  him  an  annual  tribute. 
The  people  were  not  pagans,  but  believed  in  one  God, 
as  the  creator  and  ruler  of  the  univerfe.  Their  drefs 
differed  very  little  from  that  ufed  by  the  other  Ethio- 
pians. They  highly  honour,  nay  almoft  worfhip  their 
Sovereign.  When  the  king  goes  abroad  he  generally 
wears  by  his  fide  a  (mail  fpade,  with  an  ivory  handle, 
and  two  arrows  in  his  hands.  Thefe  are  the  badges  or 
enftgnsof  his  royalty.  The  fpade,  they  fay,  is  an  em- 
blem of  induftry,  and  by  it  is  hinted,  that  his  fubjeels 
ought  to  manure  their  lands,  left  by  their  floth  and 
idlenefs  they  may  be  reduced  to  want,  and  thereby 
tempted  to  (leal  and  pilfer.  One  of  the  arrows  is  an 
enfign  of  the  power  which  the  king  has  to  punifh  cri- 
minals. By  the  other  he  is  reprefented  as  the  defender 
of  his  people  from  all  hoftile  invafions.  The  fons  of 
all  his  tributary  princes  are  educated  in  his  family,  that 
they  may  be  taught  due  loyalty  and  zeal  for  his  perfon, 
and  that  the  king  having  the  children  as  hoftages  may 
thereby  keep  the  parents  in  ft  rid  duty  and  obedience. 
He  always  keeps  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army,  even 
when  he  is  in  peace  with  all  the  neighbouring  nations. 
By  this  means  he  looks  upon  himfelf  as  fecure  from 
all  fudden  and  unexpected  invafions.  Once  a  year  he 
fends  ambafladors  to  the  grandees,  who  are  vaffals  to 
his  crown,  to  give  them  fire.  As  foon  as  the  embaf- 
fadors  are  arrived  at  the  vafTal's  court,  they  publifh  in 
the  emperor's  name,  that  every  one  muft  put  out  his 
fire,  on  pain  of  being  declared  a  rebel  and  traitor; 
and  every  one  lights  it  again  at  the  fire  brought  by  the 
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embaflador.  If  a  prince  refufed  to  do  this,  war  is  de- 
clared againft  him,  and  if  taken  prifoner,  he  is  punifhed 
as  the  mod  guilty  criminal.  This  much  may  fuffice 
concerning  /Ethiopia,  and  the  people  thereof.  Now 
we  will  return  to  the  affairs  of  India. 

Francifco  Almecd  fent  his  fon  Laurence  with  nine 
fail  of  fhips  to  cruize  near  the  Maldive  iflands,  which 
are  about  eighty  leagues  weft  of  Cochin.  They  are 
almoft  numberlefs,  and  divided  from  each  Other  by 
little  narrow  channels.  Laurence's  in  ft  ructions  were 
to  intercept  all  the  Arabian  fhips  paffing  that  way. 
But  fo  great  was  the  ftrength  of  the  current  in  thofe 
parts,  that  he  could  not  make  the  Maldives,  but  was 
driven  into  an  ifland  oppofite  to  Cape  Comorin,  and 
feparated  from  thence  by  a  narrow  fea  •,  many  fuppofe 
it  to  be  the  Tabrobana  of  the  ancients.  But  the  geo- 
graphers who  wrote  after  Ptolemy,  will  have  Tabrobana 
to  be  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  which  lies  over  againft  the 
AureaCherfonefus,  or  Malacca.  The  ifland,  however, 
of  which  we  are  (peaking,  is  called  by  Ptolemy  Cori 
or  Comorin,  and  by  the  inhabitants  Zeylan  or  Ceylon. 
Its  length  from  north  to  fouth  is  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  and' its  greateft  breadth  one  hundred  and 
forty.  The  foil  of  the  country  is  extremely  fertile,  for 
it  not  only  abounds  in  all  kind  of  fruits,  but  alfo  pro- 
duces variety  of  herbs  and  odoriferous  plants,  which 
grow  up  without  any  culture.  Here  are  alfo  many 
thick  groves  of  citron  trees,  and  feveral  others  which 
yield  fruits  of  the  mod  grateful  tafte  and  flavour,  but 
its  mod  remarkable  produce  is  a  particular  fort  of 
cinnamon,  which  grows  in  vaft  plenty.  Here  are  alfo 
great  quantities  of  precious  ftones,  dug  out  of  the  veins 
of  rocks,  and  incredible  numbers  of  rubies  of  a  parti- 
cular colour  and  brightnels,  which  are  found  in  fhell- 
fifhes  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea.  There  are  likewife  ma- 
ny elephants  in  this  country  :  the  whole  ifland  was  di- 
vided into  four  kingdoms,  but  there  was  one  king 
fuperior  to  all  the  reft  in  power,  wealth  and  authority. 
He  refided  and  kept  his  court  at  Columbo  the  metro- 
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polis  of  his  dominions.  In  this  ifland  there  is  a  pro- 
digious high  mountain,  called  Colombo's  or  Adam's 
keeke,  fur  rounded  at  bottom  with  many  lakes.  On 
the  iummit  of  this  mountain  there  is  likewife  a  fmali 
Jake,  the  water  of  which  is  mofl:  delicious  and  excellent. 
Near  to  this  is  a  rock,  with  the  print  of  a  man's  foot 
thereupon,  which  the  inhabitants  fiimly  believe  to  be 
the  footftep  of  Adam  the  father  of  mankind  •,  who, 
they  fay,  was  carried  up  from  thence  to  heaven.  A 
Jitde  difcance  from  thence  is  a  chapel  where  are  two 
graves,  much  vifited  and  frequented  with  the  moft 
furprifing  fuperflition,  for  they  imagine  the  bodies  of 
our  firft  parents  were  there  depofited.  This  ridicu- 
lous notion  has  prevailed  fo  uuiverfally,  that  great 
numbers  of  thu  Arabians,  and  many  others  refort  thi- 
ther, wirh  the  utmoft  iupeiitition.  The  afeent  to  this 
place  b  fo  fteep,  that  no  body  can  get  up  but  -  by  the 
help  of  chains  and   ladders. 

Laurence,  with  his  whole  fleet,  put  in  at  a  port  of  this 
ifland  which  the  inhabitants  called  Gabalican.  The 
king  who  was  at  no  great  diftance  from  this  place, 
having  notice  of  the  arrival  of  our  people,  fenta  deputy 
with  prefents  to  the  admiral,  and  to  follicita  treaty  of 
friend  (hip.  Laurence  received  him  with  great  civility, 
and  gave  him  many  confiderabie  prefents.  He  like- 
wife  fent  Peiagio  Soula  one  of  his  officers,  a  man  of 
great  diftindlion,  to  wait  upon  the  king,  and  to  conclude 
a  treaty.  This  gentleman  being  conducted  to  the 
palace,  found  the  king  feated  there,  with  great  pomp 
and  mL5jefty  :  his  whole  drefs  fparkled  with  diamonds, 
and  his  room,  though  at  mid  day,  was  illuminated  with 
a  vau  number  of  waxen  tapers,  which  in  that  ifland 
was  looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  ftate  and  magnificence. 
Peiagio  and  his  a:tendants  were  treated  with  the  high- 
eft  refpecT,  and  a  treaty  was  concluded  on  thefe  terms, 

*  That  this  king  fhouki  pay  Emmanuel  yearly,  by  way 

*  of  tribute^    t*o    hundred  and    fifty  thoufand   pound 

*  weight  of  cinnamon;  and  that  on  the  other  hand,  Em- 

*  manuel  fhould  take  him  under  his  protection,  and  or- 

'der 
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«  der  his  commanders  to  defend  the  ports  and  maritime 
*  towns  of  Ceylon  from  all  hoftiie  invafions.'  Lau- 
rence concluded  this  treaty  on  condition  that  his  father 
confentcd  thereto,  and  confirmed  it  by  his  authority. 
The  cinnamon,  however,  was  immediately  put  aboard 
the  fhips,  for  the  king  fo  much  dreaded  the  power 
of  the  Portuguefe,  that  he  wanted  at  any  rate  to  gain 
their  friendship.  By  the  permiflion  of  the  king,  he 
erected  a  marble  pillar,  on  which  was  carved  Emma- 
nuel's arms :  in  this  it  was  exprefTed,  that  he,  in  the 
name  of  Emmanuel  had  taken  poilefTion  of  that 
ifland. 

Laurence   now    returned  to   his   father  at  Cochin, 
whence  he  was  ordered  to  Anchedive,    to    fortify  the 
citadel   there,  and   to  furvey  that   coalt.     Emmanuel 
Pazagna  was  at  the  fame  time  fent  to  Cananor  by  Al- 
meed   to    afiltt.    in   building    and  fortifying  the  caftle 
there.     When  Laurence  was  at  Anchedive,  one  Lewis 
Waftman  an  Italian  came  to  him.     This  man  having 
a    fcrong   curiofity    to    fee    the   world,    had    travelled 
through   many  countries  in    the  habit   of  an  Arabian 
merchant.     He  at  length  arrived  at  Calicut,  where  he 
gave  himftlf  out  to  be  an  Arabian.     There  he  heard 
much  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  afTecYing   to  be  entirely 
ignorant  of  fuch  a  people,  he  enquired  into  their  man- 
ners, cuftoms,  and  religion,  and  by  what  means  they 
had  come  into  India.     The  Arabians,  in  anfwer  told 
him,  they  were  a  moft  wicked  perfidious  people,  who 
delighted  in  nothing  but  plunder  and  acts  of  violence; 
and  that  they  had  already  done  the  Arabians  in  thofe 
parts  confiderable  damage.    Lewis  exprefTed  the  highefl 
indignation  at  the  Portuguefe,  and   regretted  that  fuch 
an  abandoned  race  fhould  go  on  with  impunity,  for 
he  faid  they  deferved  to  be  cut  of!  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  for  their  wicked  behaviour.     By   thefe    profef- 
fions,  he  infmuated  himfclf  into  the  confidence  of  the 
men  in  power,  and  came  at  the  knowledge  of  all  the 
king's  counfeis.-     By  this  means    he  underftcod    that 
a  large  fleet  was  fitting  cut   in  order   to   deitroy  the 

Portuguefe. 
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Portuguefe.  Lewis  in  his  heart  detefted  the  Arabians, 
and  for  fome  time  had  entertained  hopes  of  being  de- 
livered from  them  by  means  of  our  people,  and  now 
he  thought  he  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  ingra- 
tiating himfclf  into  their  favour.  He  communicated 
his  defign  to  the  Milaneze,  and  earneftly  entreated 
them  to  return  to  the  Portuguefe.  Thefe  men  made 
anfwer,  that  being  confcious  of  their  own  fcandalous 
behaviour,  they  could  not  expect  fhelter  from  Chri- 
ftians  whom  they  had  deferted.  Lewis  however,  bid 
them  be  of  good  courage,  alluring  them  he  would  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavour  to  procure  their  pardon.  Ac- 
cordingly as  foon  as  an  opportunity  offered,  he  em- 
barked aboard  a  veffel,  in  order  to  go  to  the  Portu- 
guefe viceroy  •,  but  in  his  courfe  he  fell  in  with  Lau- 
rence. Him  he  informed  of  the  warlike  preparations 
making  at  Calicut :  and  at  the  fame  time  told  him, 
that  the  Milanefe  were  extremely  forry  for  what  they 
had  done  ;  and  that,  on  afTu ranee  of  forgivenefs,  they 
would  willingly  return  to  the  Portuguefe,  which  he 
earneftly  entreated  him  to  promife.  For  by  means 
of  thefe  men,  he  faid,  the  people  of  Calicut  had  caft 
feveral  cannon,  and  many  had  learnt  the  art  from 
them,  againft  their  inclination.  Laurence  highly  com- 
mended his  friendfhip,  and  having  loaded  him  with 
prefents,  ordered  him  to  be  conveyed  to  his  father. 
The  viceroy  as  foon  as  he  received  this  intelligence  fent 
orders  to  his  fon  to  prepare  for  an  engagement.  He 
at  the  fame  difpatched  Lev/is  for  Calicut,  to  bring  back 
the  Milanefe,  on  promife  of  pardon.  Thefe  men  gladly 
received  the  news  ;  but  as  they  were  preparing  for  their 
departure,  their  defign  was  difcovered,  and  being  feized, 
they  fuffered  death  in  the  moil  cruel .  manner.  Lewis 
very   narrowly  efcaped  the  fame  fate. 

Mean  while  the  Calicutian  fleet  was  completely  equip- 
ped. It  confided  of  eighty  large  fhips,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  paraos,  furnifhed  with  men,  arms,  cannon, 
and  every  other  neceffary.  Laurence  failed  againft  the 
enemy  with  nine  fhips,  aboard  which  were  eight  hun- 
dred 
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drcd  Portuguefe,  all  men  of  diftir.guimed  courage,  and 
extremely  well  armed.  There  were  iikewife  fome  In- 
dian auxiliaries,  but  thefe  inconfiderabie,  and  not  to  be 
much  relied  upon.  The  engagement  began  near  the 
coaft  of  Cananor.  The  founding  of  trumpets,  the 
wild  fhouts  raifed  by  the  enemy,  and  the  frequent  fir- 
ing of  the  cannon  made  the  fcenz  at  firft  appear  mod 
terrible  to  our  people,  till  at  Lift  the  fhips  grappling 
each  other,  came  to  dole  quarter.  Laurence  attacked 
the  flag-lhip,  which,  after  feveral  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempts, he  at  laft  feized  with  his  grappling  irons. 
The  fight  was  maintained  with  great  obttinacy  on  both 
fides :  Laurence  immediately  boarded  her,  and  was 
followed  by  Philip  Roderigo,  John  Homo,  Ferdinand 
Petreio  Andrade,  Vincent  Pereira,  Roderigo  Pereira, 
and  feveral  other  brave  fellows.  Thrre  was  aboard 
the  enemy's  fhip  fix  hundred  men,  who  in  this  extreme 
danger  fought  with  the  mo;l  defpefate  refolution  :  but 
all  of  them  were  at  lair  either  kilied  or  taken  priibners, 
excepting  a  few  who  faved  themfeives  by  fwimmmg. 
The  enemy's  flag- (hip  being  thus  taken,  Laurence  went 
to  the  relief  of  Nunez  Vafco  Pereira,  who,  though 
his  vefifel  was  very  fmall,  yet  had  engaged  and  grap- 
pled one  of  the  largeft  of  the  enemy,  which  by  her 
fuperior  bulk  had  like  to  have  run  him  down.  His 
men  in  this  extreme  danger,  fought  with  amazing  in- 
trepidity ;  but  they  were  lo  annoyed  by  the  enemy's 
darts  and  weapons,  that  they  thought  they  mud  all 
have  been  deftroyed.  But  on  Almeed's  coming  up, 
this  (hip  was  alfo  taken,  and  of  five  hummed  aboard 
all  were  cut  to  pieces,  excepting  a  few  who  fwam  a- 
ftiore.  In  the  enemy's  fleet,  there  wa;.  Iikewife  feveral 
merchant  (hips,  who  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
fliips  of  war.  Thefe,  when  they  obferved  two  of  the 
largeft  mips  taken,  began  to  tear  die  event.  They 
therefore  took  the  opportunity  whilfl  our  people  were 
engaged  in  the  fight,  to  fail  off.  Some  of  them  made 
to  the  port  of  Calicut,  and  others  fleered  their  intended 
courfe.  The  reft  of  the  enemy's  (hips  of  war  never- 
Vol.  I.  "S  thekfs 
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thelefs  maintained  the  fight  with  great  obftinacy,  firing 
their  iron  and  brazen  cannon,  and  fometimes  fighting 
hand  in  hand  with  their  fpears  and  fwords.  One  of 
the  Ponuguefe  fhips  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy, 
was  in  the  moft  extreme  danger.  The  fight  for  fome 
time  was  maintained  with  great  cbfiinacy  on  both 
fides.  The  Calicutians,  however,  were  at  laft  entirely 
defeated,  after  having  loft  three  thoufand  men.  Ten 
of  their  fhips  and  many  of  their  paraos  were  funk: 
nine  of  their  lajgefc  fhips  were  taken,  in  which  was 
found  a  confiderable  booty.  The  Portuguefe  loft  only 
fix  men  in  the  action.  Laurence  having  been  thus 
fuccefsful  failed  for  Cananor,  where  he  was  received 
by  the  king  with  all  demonftiations  of  joy,  and  his 
bravery  was  highly  extolled  by  every  body. 

Mean    while  Zabaio  king  ofGoa   having  received 
intelligence  of  the  mighty  preparations  made  at  Cali- 
cut, and  that  the  Portuguefe  fleet  was  failed  from  An- 
chedive, was  .refolved  to  feize  this  opportunity  of  car- 
rying on  his  hoitile  defigns.     By  the  advice  therefore 
of  a  certain   Portuguefe,    who  had  abjured  his  religion 
(one    of  the   condemned   exiles)   he   fitted    out  fixty 
fhips  to  attack  the  fort  of  Anchedive,  and   the   com- 
mand was  given  to  this  Portuguefe,    who  having  been 
bred  a  fhip  carpenter,  had  formerly  been  of  great  fer- 
vice  to  our  people  in  repairing  their  mips.     His  name 
was  Antonio   Ferdinand  ;  but  after  he  renounced  his 
religion  he  called  himfclf  Abedella.     This    man   hav- 
ing   come    before  Anchedive  with  his  fleet,  began  to 
affail  the   fort.    But  he  met  with  fo  brave  a  refinance 
from  Pazagna  the  governor,  that  he  loft   many  of  his 
men,  and   was  obliged  todefift  from  the  attempt  with 
great  fha.me  and  infamy.     But  Almeed  confidering  that 
our  people  could  reap  but  little  advantage  from  Anche- 
dive, and  that  the  fort  being  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 
Cochin,  could  not  be  maintained  but  at  a  vaft  expence, 
and  great  danger,  he  therefore  refolved,  with   the  ap- 
probation of  all  his  officers  to  demolifh  it.     He  accord- 
ingly 
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ingly  difpatched  his  fon  with  a  fleet  to  raze  it  from 
the  foundation.  Laurence  executed  his  orders  with 
great  expedition,  and  having  taken  Pazagna  and  the 
reft  of  the  Portuguefe  aboard  his  fleet  he  returned  to 
his  father  at  Cochin. 

About  this  time  Philip  fon  to  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, came  from  the  Netherlands  into  Spain.  Pie 
was  married  to  Joan  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Ma- 
bel, to  whom,  after  the  death  of  John  and  that  IfabeJ, 
who  was  firft  married  to  Alphonfo  John's  fon,  and  af- 
terwards to  Emmanuel,  the  Spanifh  crown  now  dd- 
cended  by  right  of  fucccflion.  Philip  and  his  confort 
having  heard  of  the  death  of  queen  Ifabel,  accordingly 
fet  out  for  Spain,  that  they  might  be  declared  heir,  to 
the  kingdom.  Emmanuel  having  been  informed  of 
their  arrival,  and  confidering  them  as  his  relations, 
fent  an  embafTador  to  congratulate  them  on  their  arri- 
val, and  to  alTure  them  he  would  always  behave  to 
them  as  a  faithful  ally  and  an  affectionate  brorher. 
The  perfon  deputed  for  this  Purpcfe  was  Diego  Lopez 
Conde  de  A 1  vita.  He  was  received  in  the  mod  ref- 
pectful  manner  by  Philip  and  Joan,  who  exprefled  the 
utmoft  gratitude  and  affection  for  Emmanuel.  About 
this  time  his  Poituguefc  majefty  fent  another  embaffy 
to  Pope  Julian,  earneftly  befeeching  him  to  ufe  his  ut- 
moft efforts,  to  bring  about  peace  and  concord  amongft 
the  Chriftian  powers,  who,  he  faid,  by  their  unnatural 
animofities  and  diftennons  gave  fpirits  to  the  grand 
Turk,  and  all  the  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  name. 

This  fame  year  he  ordered  a  fort  to  be  built  in 
Africa,  near  the  ftreights  of  Gibraltar,  that  from  thence 
our  people  might  annoy  the  Moors  in  the  adjacent 
country.  He  aftigned  this  task  to  Diego  ftzambugkH 
a  man  of  courage  and  activity,  who  had  performed 
many  great  exploits.  The  fort  was  at  laft  finifhed, 
though  noc  without  extreme  difficulty  and  danger;  for 
the  Moors  in  great  numbers  endeavoured  to  obftruct 
the  work,  fo  that  the  Portuguefe,  while  they  were  em- 
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ployed  in  building  the  fort,  were  at  the  fame  time  ob- 
liged to  repulfe  the  entmy's  attacks. 

The  following  year  1507,  Emmanuel  fitted  out 
fourteen  (hips  lor  India :  thefe  at  different  times,  ac- 
cording as  they  were  ready,  failed  from  Lisbon.  None 
of  them,  however,  reached  India  this  year.  Vafco  Go- 
mez Abraro,  one  of  the  commanders,  was  appointed 
governor  of  the  fort  of  Sofa  la.  When  they  came 
upon  the  coaft  of  ^Ethiopia,  Vafco  ordered  a  torch  to 
be  fixed  on  the  ftern  of  John  Chanoqua's  fhip,  the  beft 
failer  in  the  fleet,  and  the  reft  to  follow  her.  This 
veffel,  however,  by  the  careleffncfs  of  the  pilot  was  fhip- 
wrecked,  but  mod  of  the  crew  fwam  afhore,  many 
of  whom  failing  into  the  hands  of  the  natives,  were 
put  in  fetters,  and  detained  till  they  were  ranfomed  by 
lome  of  the  Portuguefe  failing  upon  that  coaft.  Ro- 
derigo  Soarez,  one  of  the  commanders,  fell  in  with  an 
Arabian  fhip  manned  with  five  hundred  men,  which 
he  took,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  and  put  to  the 
J  word  all  the  Arabians  aboard.  Three  other  fhips  were 
loft ;  the  reil  which  efcaped  being  unable  to  make  In* 
dia,  wintered  at  different  ports  on  the  African  coaft. 

But  as  foon  as  it  was  known  in  India,  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe had  received  no  affi fiance  that  year  from  Por- 
tugal, the  Arabians  began  then  to  be  greatly  elevated  ; 
for  now,  they  thought,  was  the  time  to  deftroy  our 
people.  They  therefore  in  the  moft  earneft  manner, 
entreated  the  z.morin  not  to  neglect  fo  favourable  an 
opportunity,  which  providence  itfelf  feemed  to  offer. 
The  augurs  too  foretold  that  he  would  be  victorious 
this  year.  The  priefls  alfo  and  the  bramins,  who  pre- 
tended to  be  divinely  infpired,  greatly  encouraged  him 
to  hope  that  his  undertaking  would  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  The  zamorin  accoidiogly,  with  the  utmoft  di- 
ligence, made  all  nectffary  preparations  for  a  war. 
Almeed  received  intelligence  of  this  by  his  fpies  and 
deferters :  and  that  he  might  fhew  the  enemy  he  did 
not  (land  in  need  of  any  affiftance,  he  immediately  fit- 
ted cut  two  fleets  -9  one  confided  of  two  gallics,  two 

large 
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large  fhips,  and  one  parao :  this  he  gave  to  Emma- 
nuel Pazagna,  with  orders  to  protect  the  fhips  failing 
from  Cochin  towards  Cape  Camorin.  The  other  of 
eleven  fhips  he  gave  to  the  command  of  his  (on  Lau- 
rence, who  was  to  cruize  near  Cochin,  to  prevent  any 
fudden  invafion  from  the  enemy.  GundiiTalvo  Vafco 
Goes,  one  of  the  commanders  in  this  fleet,  not  having 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions,  was  obliged  to  fail 
for  Cananor  to  get  a  fupply.  As  he  was  on  his  re- 
turn from  thence  to  join  Laurence,  he  fell  in  with  an 
Arabian  fhip,  which  he  attacked  with  great  fury.  The 
Arabians  made  no  refiftance,  for  they  laid  they  were 
our  allies,  and  in  teftimony  thereof,  they  produced  let- 
ters of  protection  from  Laurenzo  Britto  governor  of 
the  fort  at  Cananor  :  for  ever  fince  the  Portuguefe  be- 
gan to  build  forts  in  India,  no  fhips  were  allowed  to 
fail  in  thefe  feas,  unlefs  they  had  letters  from  fome  Por- 
tuguefe commander,  other  wife  they  were  liable  to  be 
taken  and  plundered  by  our  people  ;  but  if  they  had 
fuch  credentials,  they  were  fuffered  to  freer  their  courfe 
without  any  moleftation.  The  Arabians  in  this  fhip 
accordingly  fhewed  their  paffport,  by  virtue  of  which, 
they  reckoned  themfelves  entirely  fafc:  but  Goes  either 
blinded  by  avarice,  prompted  by  the  natural  cruelty  of 
his  temper,  or  hurried  on  by  his  antipathy  to  the  Ara- 
bians, called  aloud  that  it  was  a  forged  paflport  or  frau- 
dulently obtained.  Pie  faid  he  knew  them  to  be  ene- 
mies of  the  Chriftians  ;  that  they  had  houile  defigns  a- 
gainft  the  Portuguefe,  and  declared  he  would  punifh 
them  for  their  villainy.  He  accordidgly  plundered 
the  (hip,  and  having  fowed  up  thofe  milerable  wretches 
in  the  fails,  he  then  funk  the  veflcl"  with  his  cannon. 
This  barbarous  action  was  not  only  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  ties  of  humanity,  but  alfo  extremely 
rafh  and  impolitic  at  fuch  a  juncture.  The  Portuguefe 
had  net  yet  laid  a  fufficient  foundation  for  an  empire 
in  the  eart,  and  their  ftrength  was  then  incor*  fide  table  % 
they  ought  therefore  by  the  moft  faithful  and  humane  be- 
haviour, to  have  endeavoured  to  procure  the  affections 
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of  the  Indian  nations;  for  as  nothing  contribuies  more 
to  raife  and  fupport  the  character  of  a  people  than  a 
Uriel  adherence  to  faith  and  honour,  fo  likewife  per- 
fidy and  cruelty  effectually  blafts  their  reputation,  ren- 
ders them  de tellable,  and  makes  every  nation  confpire 
to  bring  about  their  deftruction.  The  truth  of  this 
remark  was  greatly  confirmed  by  the  confequences 
which  arofe  from  the  inhuman  behaviour  of  Goes,  fur 
the  Portuguefe  became  univerfally  odious  in  Jndia.  Al- 
meed  was  fo  much  offended  at  the  conduct  of  that 
commander,  that  he  deprived  him  of  his  commilTion, 
and  ever  after  excluded  him  from  his  friendfhip  and  fa- 
miliarly. 

About  this  time  the  king  ofCananor  died:  his  fuccef- 
for  was  a  mod:  inveterate  enemy  of  the  Portuguefe,  for 
he  had  come  to  the  throne  by  the  zamorin's  intereft. 
There  was  at  Cananor  one  Mamele,  an  Arabian  of  the 
greateft  wealth  and  diftinction  :  this  man  had  had  a 
confiderable  cargo  aboard  the  (hip  deflroyed  by  Goes, 
and  the  captain  was  his  own  nephew.  When  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  melancholy  fate  of  his  relation, 
and  all  the  reft:  of  the  crew,  he  was  almoll  diffracted 
with  griff  and  indignation.  He  went  directly  to  Britto, 
agairfi  whom  he  exclaimed  in  the  moll  bitter  terms 
as  the  author  of  this  cruel  barbarity.  '  'Tis  you  (faid 
4  he)  who  has  bafely  betrayed  us :  it  muft  be  entirely 
4  owing  to  your  accurfed  villainy,  that  I  have  been  thus 
4  robbed  of  my  effects,  and  bereaved  of  my  dear  ne- 
4  phew :  for  had  you  given  a  true  pafsport,  is  it  poffible 

*  that  one  of  your  own  countrymen,  and  a  commander 

*  of  a  large  fhip  too,  would  have  committed  fuch  an 
4  outrage,    and  barbaroufly  murdered  fo   many  of  our 

*  unhappy  people?'  Britto  folemnly  proteftcd  he  had 
been  guilty  of  no  deceit;  the  Arabian,  however,  was  not 
in  the  ieail  pacified  with  this  ajifwer.  Full  of  all  the 
marks  of  grief  and  indignation,  he  haftened  to  the  pa- 
lace,  accompanied  with  the  wives,  parent?,  and  chil- 
dren of  rhofe  who  had  fuffered  death  in  fo  cruel  a  man- 
ner,    Thtfe,  with  the  mod  pitiful  cries  and  lamentati- 
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ons,  implored  the  king's  afllftance  to  revenge  fuch  in  - 
human  barbarity.  His  majefty  allured  them  he  woul^ 
comply  with  their  requefts;  and  having  taken  MameJc 
afide,  gave  him  full  liberty  to  purfue  what  meafcires  he 
thought  proper  to  punifh  fuch  a  perfidious  people.  Ma* 
mele  immediately  wrote  to  the  Arabians  at  Calicut* 
informing  them  of  this  affair.  As  foon  as  they  received 
this  intelligence,  they  communicated  it  to  (he  zamorin, 
who  difpatched  a  perfon  to  fpirit  on  the  king  of  Cana- 
nor,  and  to  affure  him  of  his  affiftance-;  for  with  their 
united  forces,  he  faid,  they  might  be  able  to  deftroy 
the  Portuguefe. 

The  king  of  Cananor  now  applied  himfelf  with  the 
ntmoft  vigour  in  making  preparations  againfi.  our  peo- 
ple :  however,  for  fome  time  he  thought  it  necelfary 
to  keep  his  defign  fecret.  He  ordered  a  broad  trench 
to  be  thrown  up  from  (bore  to  more.  This  feparated 
the  city  from  the  fort,  (landing  on  a  point  of  land 
waflied  by  the  lea.  This  he  pretended  to  make  as  a 
fortification  for  the  city,  without  any  defign  againft 
the  Po  tuguefe.  At  a  little"  diftance  from  the  fort  there 
was  a  well,  which  ufed  to  fupply  the  garrifon  with 
frefti  water.  The  king  intended,  if  poffible,  to  de- 
prive the  Portuguefe  of  this  convenience.  There  was 
a  narrow  path  from  the  trench  to  th^  well,  which  he 
inrended  to  fortify  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut  off  ail 
communication  which  our  people  had  to  the  well,  that: 
he  might  by  this  m-ans  deftroy  them  by  thirft.  This 
defign^  however,  was  difcovered  to  Britto  by  the 
prince  who  was  next  heir  to  the  crown  of  Cananor  ; 
he  alfo  informed  him,  that  the  zamorin,  be  fides  other 
engines  of  war,  had  fent  the  king  of  Cananor  twenty 
four  brafs  cannon  to  batter  the  fort,  and  moreover  pro- 
mifed  to  adit  him  with  30000  men,  Butto  exprelTed 
himfelf  in  the  mod  grateful  manner  to  the  young 
prince  for  this  intelligence,  and  promifed  he  would 
do  his  utmolt  endeavour  to  make  a  proper  requital  for 
fuch  extraordinary  friendfhip.  He  thought  it  ex- 
treme y  dangerous  ior  any  of  his  men  to  be  in  the 
S  4  city, 
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city,  atd  therefore   commanded  them   to  keep  within 
the  fort.     He  alio  ciifyaichcd   a  mefifenger  to   Almeed 
to  inform  him  of  the  danger  with  which  he  was  threat- 
ncd.     Almeed  immediately    fent  his  fon  with  a  nap- 
pi)    of  men,  arms,  and  ammunition   to  ftrengthen  the 
garrifon,  that   they  might  be    enabled   to  hold  out  a 
fiege.     Brit  to  faw  plainly  that:  all  his  men  mutt  penfh, 
if  their  communication  with  the  weli  was  cutoff:    he 
therefore  made  a  rampart  from  more  to  more,  and  a 
bridge  from  menceto  trie  well.     This  he  fortified  with 
towers,  and  planted   with  cannon,  in  order  to  repulfe 
the  enemy,  if  they  ihould  attempt  to  hinder  our  peo- 
ple  from  watering.     By  thefe   preparations  the   king 
underiV.od  that  his  defign  was  difcovered,  and   that 
there   wa>  now  no  room  for  difilmulation  :  he  there- 
fore refoived  immediately  to  attack  the  foit.     He  had 
in  his  camp  40000  men,  partly  his  own  fubje£ts,  and 
party  auxiliaries  fent  from    Calicut.     Having    drawn 
put  his  forces,  he  attacked   the   rampart;   our  people 
with  great  difficulty  withftood   the  affaulc.     The  moft 
obfiirate  conflict  was  at  the  well,  for  the  enemy  ufed 
their  utrnoft   efforts  to   hinder    the    Portugucfe    from 
watering  ;  they  on  the  other  hand  mantained  the  fight 
with  great  bravery :  fo  that  thole  who  wanted  water 
were  obliged  to  purchafe   it   with  blood.     Our  people, 
however,  at  Lift,  by  the  advice  of  Thomas  Ferdinand, 
an  excellent  engineer,  dug  a  paflage  under  ground  from, 
the  lore  to  the  well  :  this  was  done  with  fo  much  fe- 
crecy,  that  it  was  finifbed  before  the  enemy  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter.     A  little  above  the  opening  of  this 
burrow  at  the  well,  they  drove  in  beams  of  wood,  over 
w;  ich  they  laid  others  a-crofs,  and  covered  them  with  a, 
large  quantity  of  fluff,  to  fecure  the  well  and  hinder  the 
enemy  from  throwing  poifon  into  it:  and  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  pulling  up  thefe  materials,  the  earth,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  well  was  dug  up  and  heaped  upon  them. 
By  this  contrivance  the  Porruguefe  had  a  fafe  and  eaty 
communication  with  the  well.  The  king  of  Cananor  fail- 
ing in  this  attempt,  began  to  attack  the  rampart  with 

greater 
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greater  fury  ;  but  obferving  that  our  cannon  did  great 
execution  amongft  his  men,  he  gave  orders  that  feve- 
ral  facks  fhould  be  (luffed  with  wooll,  and  placed  be- 
fore them  to  receive  the  fhot  :  whilft  thefe  were  pre- 
paring he  defifted  from  the  attack,  and  moved  his 
camp  to  a  little  diftance.  Britto  imagining  there  was 
fomc  deep- laid  defign  in  this  retreat,  deviled  the  fol- 
lowing expedient  to  difcover  the  enemy's  intern  ion  : 
He  ordered  a  carpenrer  to  place  a  gin  or  trap,  at  a  little 
diftance  oppofiteco  the  gate  of  the  rampart,  and  that  it 
fbuuld  be  covered  with  earth  and  other  light  fluff.  He 
then  fent  out  forty  foldiers,  with  orders  to  make  a  feint, 
as  if  they  were  going  to  the  city.  The  enemy  obferv- 
ing this,  immediately  attacked  our  men,  and  eagerly 
purfued  them  retreating  gradually.  The  commander 
of  the  enemy's  detachment  having  advanced  before  the 
reft  of  his  men,  fell  into  the  fnare  :  upon  this  the  40 
Portuguefe  fought  with  redoubled  vigour  ;  and  being 
joined  by  others  who  fallied  forth  to  their  affiftance, 
they  foon  put  to  flight  the  enemy,  who  were  feized 
with  the  utmoft  panic  and  confirmation.  Britto  ob- 
ferving his  men  too  eager  in  the  purfuit,  founded  a 
retreat;  upon  which  they  returned:  they  difengaged 
the  officer  in  the  trap,  and  carried  him  to  their  com- 
mander, who,  having  examined  the  captive,  was  by 
him  informed  of  the  king's  reafon  for  quitting  the  at- 
tack. He  received  alfo  intelligence  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  by  a  meffenger  fent  by  the  next  heir  to  the  crown, 
who,  in  the  (ilence  of  the  night,  came  to  the  fort,  in 
a  boat,  loaded  with  provifions. 

The  Portuguefe  accordingly  prepared  for  a  flout  de- 
fence. The  king,  on  the  other  hand,  having  finifhed 
his  works,  prepared  for  the  attack  in  this  order  :  The 
facks  were  placed  in  the  fronr,  as  a  rampart  to  cover 
Jiis  men  in  their  approaches  :  next  to  thefe  were  placed 
a  confiderable  number  of  foldiers,  armed  with  bows, 
guns,  and  many  other  forts  of  weapons.  The  king 
himfelf  brought  up  the  rear,  which  confjfted  of  a  large 
and  formidable  body  of  men.     Vaft  quantities  of  ftone 

and 
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and  iron  bullets  were  difcharged  from  the  fort,  but 
thefe  being  received  by  the  facks,  did  the  enemy  no 
damage  :  this  gave  the  aflailants  high  fpirits;  for  they 
now  thought  themfelves  fure  of  fuccefs,  and  accord- 
ingly raifed  joyful  fhouts.  The  following  day  the  af- 
fault  was  renewed  with  greater  vigour  ;  but  Britto  now 
calling  to  mind,  that  had  one  large  cannon  of  much 
greater  force  than  any  he  had  hitherto  made  ufe  of,  he 
immediately  ordered  it  to  be  levelled  againft  the  ene- 
my :  this  being  difcharged  Several  times,  at  lad  fcat- 
tered  the  facks  and  beat  down  every  obftacle.  The 
enemy  being  thus  dripped  of  their  fence,  our  people 
plied  them  with  their  great  guns  as  well  as  fmail  arms, 
and  did  confiderable  execution.  That  night  a  Caftili- 
an  nobleman,  named  Guadelaira,  requefted  of  Britto 
the  liberty  of  picking  out  fifty  Portnguefe  ;  and  with 
this  force  he  undertook  to  (hike  fome  important  blow 
again  If  the  enemy.  This  being  granted,  Guadelaira* 
fet  out  with  this  detachment  in  a  dark  rainy  night: 
the  enemy  knowing  the  fmallnefs  of  our  numbers,  little 
dreamt  of  fuch  an  attack  ;  the  founding  of  the  trum- 
pets and  the  fhouts  of  the  Portuguefe,  filled  them  with 
the  utmoft  confternation.  Our  people  killed  many 
afleep,  and  others  half  awake,  and  drove  all  the  rell 
.  to  flight.  By  day-break  the  Ponuguefe  tock  pof- 
icffion  of  the  camp,  from  whence  they  carried  off  a 
confiderable  booty. 

But  the  joy  arifmg  from  this  fuccefsful  exploit  was 
foon  after  interrupted  by  a  melancholy  event  which 
happened  to  our  people.  There  was  a  row  of  houfes 
adjoining  to  the  fort,  by  which  they  were  protected 
from  the  enemy  :  thefe  were  moftly  warehoufes  ;  fome, 
of  which  were  filled  with  merchandize,  and  others 
ftored  with  provisions  for  the  fupport  of  the  garriion. 
By  the  carelelfnefs  of  a  boy,  who  having  fallen  afleep, 
left  a  lighted  candle,  one  of  thefe  houfes  was  fct  a  fire. 
The  flames  fpread  quickly  to  the  adjoining  houfes; 
which  being  built  of  wood,  and  thatched  with  pa!m- 
ieave:,  were  foon  burnt  to  the  ground.     By  this  fire 

our 
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our  people  loft:  many  valuable  effects,  but  nothing  af- 
fected them  fo  much  as  their  want  of  provifions,  moll 
of  which  were  deftroyed  •,  and  as  it  was  then  the  win- 
ter feafon,  they  had  no  hopes  of  getting  a  fupply.  In 
fhort,  they  were  at  la  ft  fo  afflicted  by  famine,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  live  upon  cats,  mice,  and  lizards. 
The  governor  thought  fomething  mull  be  attempted 
in  this  extremity  ;  he  accordingly  fent  out  a  relation 
of  his  own  to  try  if  he  couid  furprife  the  enemy,  and 
bring  off  fome  provifions.  The  enemy,  however,  be- 
ing upon  their  guard,  attacked  this  party,  of  whom 
they  wounded  fcyeral  •,  amongft  thefe  was  the  officer 
himfelf,  who  was  fo  difabled  that  he  could  not  retreat, 
and  mud  certainly  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  afiiftance  of  John 
Gregono,  a  gallant  youth  about  25  years  of  age,  wrho 
brought  him  off  in  fafety,  and  conveyed  him  to  the 
fort.     In  this  affair  20  of  the  Portugude  were  killed. 

Mean  while  the  king  of  Cananor  being  informed  of 
the  extremity  to  which  our  people  were  reduced  by  fa- 
mine, was  refolved  to  feize  the  opportunity  of  perform- 
ing fume  exploit ;  he  accordingly  placed  fevcral  of  his 
men  in  ambufh,  and  ordered  two  cows  to  be  driven 
near  the  rampart.  The  Portugbefe  (bldiers  immediate- 
ly rufhed  forth  to  feize  them  :  this  they  did  contrary 
to  the  orders  of  their  commander,  for  now  they  dis- 
regarded all  authority,  and  were  entirely  actuated  by 
hunger:  thofe  who  lay  in  ambufh  immediately  attacked 
our  men,  who  repulfcd  them  with  fo  much  bravery, 
that  they  carried  off  the  cattle  within  the  rampart,  not- 
withftanding  the  urmoft  efforts  of  the  enemy,  and  be- 
fore they  could  receive  any  reinforcement.  This  final! 
fupply  proved  a  mod  frafonable  relief  to  our  people; 
but  when  this  too  wasconiumed,  they  found  themfclves 
under  a  neceflity  of  furrendering,  or  perilling  by  fa- 
mine. When  they  were  thus  diitreffed,  they  were  re- 
lieved by  a  particular  inftance  of  the  Divine  favour : 
for  the  fea  beginning  to  fwell  and  grow  tempeftuous, 
threw  afho:  e  every  day  considerable  quantities  or  fnrirnps, 

which 
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which  expelled  the  hunger  of  our  people,  and  recruited 
thofe  who  had  been  emaciated  by  want.     By  this  means 
the  Portuguefe  were  enabled  to  hold  out  the  fiege  the 
whole  winter-,  and  the  Ipnng  now  approaching,  they 
began  to  exptdb  a  fupply.     The  king  having  intelli- 
gence of  this,  refolved  to  make  one  powerful  effort  to 
take  the  fort  and  rampart  before  any  afiiltance  fhould 
arrive  from  Cochin  •,  he  accordingly  fitted  cut  a  large 
fleet,  and  raifed  two  caftles  on   the  hulks  of  fome  of 
his  fhips,  afrer  the  manner  of  thofe  erected  by  the  za- 
morin  againft  Pacheco.     The  Portuguefe  governor  re- 
ceived information  of  thefe  preparations  from  the  prince 
fucceflbr,  who  at  the  fame  time  advifed  him  carefully 
to  guard  that  part  of  the  fort  next  the  fea.     The  king 
having  received  fome  more  auxiliaries,  had  now  50000 
men  under  his  command.     All  things  being  ready,  the 
enemy's  fhips  and  caftles  attacked  the  fort  by  fea,  whilft, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  confiderable  body  of  men  by  land 
aflailed  the  rampart.     The  enemy,  however,  in  both 
parts  received  confiderable  damage,  and  they  were  at 
lad  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt.     The  following 
day  Btitto  removed  his  guns  from  the  fort  to  the  ram? 
part,  and  from  thence   he  turned  them  upon  the  city. 
He  demolifhed  feveral  of  the  houfes,  and   one  large 
mofque,  whither   the  Arabians  had   flocked   in  great 
numbers  in  order  to  importune  the  king  to  grant  them 
relief  in  their  prefent  diftrefs :  for  fo  great  was  the  ter- 
ror and  confternation   of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
that  they  unanimoufly  entreated  his  majefty  to  make 
peace  with  the  Portuguefe,  otherwife   they   faid    they 
fhould  be  obliged  to  remove  to    fome   other   country. 
At   this   time  Triftan    Cugna  arrived    with    a   fleet : 
his  arrival  now  obliged   the  king   to  fue   for  peace, 
which  was  accordingly  granted  on  certain  terms,  and 
on  condition  that  the  viceroy  Almced   ratified  them  by 
his  authority.     But  as  to  the  exploits  perfoimed   by 
Triftan  Cugna,  after  his  arrival  at  Canancr,  thefe  we 
(hali  relate  in  another  place  of  our  hiftory. 

BOOK 
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BOOK     V. 


DURING  thefe  tranfacYions  in  India,  the  follow- 
ing occurrences  happened  in  Africa :  Saffia  is  a 
fea-port,  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  fouth  of 
the  (heights  of  Gibraltar.  The  city  was  large,  opu- 
lent, and  populous ;  great  numbers  of  merchants  re- 
forting  thither  on  the  account  of  commerce.  The  ad- 
jacent country  is  very  fertile,  abounding  in  corn  and 
cattle.  It  was  for  many  years  under  the  emperor  of 
Morocco^  whofe  dominions  comprehended  the  greateft 
part  of  the  antient  Mauritania ;  but  at  length  the  Fa- 
romian  family,  by  dint  of  their  great  power  and  po- 
pularity, feized  the  fovereignty.  Abdear  Rhaman, 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  this  family,  was  a  man  of  the  moft 
unbounded  ambition,  who,  in  order  to  pave  the  way 
for  his  obtaining  the  fupreme  authority,  did  not  flick 
at  the  moft  execrable  villainy  •,  for  he  murdered  his  own 
uncle  Hamedux,  who  was  fuperior  to  all  the  chiefs  in 
wealth  and  intereft.  Afterwards,  by  a  mew  of  the 
utmoft  liberaliry  and  munificence,  he  fo  far  won  over 
the  people  to  his  intereft,  that  he  retained  the  govern- 
ment without  any  moleftation.  Rhaman  had  a  daugh- 
ter of  exquifite  beaury,  for  whom  a  handfome  young 
nobleman  named  Haliaduc  had  conceived  a  pafilon, 
and  at  laft  enjoyed  her  with  the  confent  of  the  young 
lady's  mother.  When  Rhaman  got  notice  of  this  in- 
trigue, he  was  fo  highly  enraged  at  the  indignity  of- 
fered to  his  family,  that  he  refolved  to  put  to  deatij 
the  young  nobleman.  Rhaman's  wife  and  daughter 
having  difcovered  his  defjgn,  gave  intelligence  thereof 
to  Hamedux,  who,  in  order  to  fave  his  own  life,  form- 
ed a  refolution  to  take  away  that  of  Rhaman's.  Hav- 
ing 
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ii  g  communicated  his  intention  to  Jehabentaf,  a  youth 
with  whom  he  had  the  ftricleft  friendfhip,  and  in  whofe 
fidelity  and  reiblution  he  had  the  higher!  confidence, 
he  now  employed  all  his  thoughrs  to  execute  the  affair 
with  the  uimoft  expedition.  At  this  time  there  hap- 
pened to  be  an  anniverfary  feftival,  which  ufed  to  be 
kept  by  the  Arabians  with  the  greateft  pomp  and  ce- 
remony •,  Rh.iman  having  gone  into  a  molque  on  this 
iblemn  occafion,  fent  a  meffenger  inviting  Haliadux  to 
join  with  him  in  the  offices  of  devotion  ;  and  more- 
over to  acquaint  him,  that  after  divine  fervice  he  want- 
ed to  coniult  with  him  upon  fome  matters  of  the  highefl: 
moment.  From  this  meflage  Haliadux  concluded,  that 
the  time  was  now  at  hand  when  he  muft  either  difpatch 
R  ha  man,  or  fall  himfelf  a  iacrifice  to  the  bloody  de- 
figns  of  that  man-,  he  fent  therefore  to  Jehabentaf,  and 
both  of  them  accompanied  with  ten  of  their  trufty  do- 
meftics,  brave  and  refolute  men,  who  were  in  the  plot, 
having  gone  ftraightway  to  the  mofque,  fell  fuddenly 
on  Rhaman  and  killed  him.  Rhaman's  attendants 
made  at  firit  fome  appearance  as  if  they  were  determined 
to  avenge  his  deadi  •,  but  when  they  beheld  twelve 
undaunted  men  at  hand,  threatening  deftruclion  with 
their  drawn  ivvords,  they  conjectured  they  would  not 
have  embarked  in  fuch  a  defperate  attempt  without  the 
concurrence  of  many  others :  difpirited  moreover  by 
the  lofs  of  their  leader,  and  finding  themfelves  quite 
defencelefs,  they  took  to  their  heels.  Haliadux  and 
Jehabentaf  then  repaired  to  the  town  hall,  where  the 
people  being  arTembied,  the  former  made  a  fpeech,  in 
which  he  obferved  to  them,  that  he  had  defervedly  put 
to  death  the  tyrant  who  had  plotted  his  deftruciion ; 
adding,  moreover,  that  in  cutting  oft  fo  villainous  a 
parricide  he  thought  he  had  done  a  fignal  fervice  to  his 
fellow-citizens ;  who,  from  that  day  he  hoped  would 
be  under  a  mild  government,  and  in  a  more  flourifh- 
ing  condition.  By  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  people 
(who  being  fickle  and  unfteady,  could  be  eafily  wrought 
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upon  to  fide  with  any  party,)  Haliadux  and  Jehabentaf 
had  the  government  of  the  (late  devolved  upon  them. 

Ac  this  time  Diego  Azambugio  had  the  command  of 
a  fort  built  by  the  orders  of  Emmanuel,at  a  little  diftance 
from  Saffia.     The  late  confufion  and  diiorderin  the  city 
gave  thirteen  Spanifh  prifoncrs  an  opportunity  to  make 
their  efcape :  thefe  having  feized  a  veflel,  failed  to  the 
fort,  and  informed  the  governor  of  the  fituation  of  af- 
fairs in  the  city.     Two  days  after,  Haliadux,  who  had 
perceived   that  Rhaman's   friends  and    relations  were 
plotting  the  deftruCtion  of  him  and  his  party,  went  to 
Azambugio,  and  earneftly  entreated  him  not  to  let  flip 
the  prefent  opportunity.     He  faid  he  would  undertake, 
with  the  utmoft  facility,  to  bring  the  city  under  the 
power  of  Emmanuel ;  but  in  order  to  effect  this,  that 
he   flood  in  need  of  the  afiiftance  of  the  Portuguefe, 
to  withftand  the  machinations  of  his  enemies.     Azam- 
bugio entertained  the  higheft  fufpicion  of  the  Moors, 
for  he  had   had  many  infiances  of  their  perfidy,  yet, 
confidering  the  prefent  diffraction  of  the  city,  he  thought 
proper  to  go  into  the  propofal  of  Haliadux  and  his 
party.     He  accordingly  went  to  Saffia,  attended  with, 
twelve  Portuguefe  of  diftinction :  there  he  flayed  a  week ; 
in  which  time  he  drew  up  articles  with  Haliadux,  and 
entered  into  the  moft  folemn  treaty.     But  having  found 
by  the  difcovery  of  one  Abraham,  a  Jew,  that*  there 
was  a  plot  hatching  againfl  him,  he  then  retired  to  the 
royal  fort,  whither  he  was  followed  by  Haliadux  and 
four  more  Arabian  nobles  \  fo  that  the  management  of 
the  (fate  was  now  left  wholly  to  Jehabentaf.     By  the 
late  treaty  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  Moors  mould  al- 
low the  Portuguefe  to  build  a  large  houfe  near  the  walls 
by  the  fca  fide  •,  and  that  our  people  might  live  with 
greater  fecurity  and  fplendor,  they  were  likewife  to 
have  affigned  to  them  a  tower  on  the  wall  adjoining  to 
the  houfe,  and  to  have  the  command  of  a  gate  lying 
towards  the  fea. 

Things  being  thus  fettled,  Azambugio  returned  to 
Portugal  with  the  four  Moors :  he  rehted  the  prefer 
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fituation  of  affairs  at  Saffia  to  Emmanuel,  and  repre- 
fcncx-d  to  him  the  largenefs  of  the  place,  and  the  con- 
venicncy  of  its  fituation  for  carrying  on  war  in  the  in- 
land parts  of  Africa.  His  majefty  was  highly  pleafed 
with  this  information,  and  accordingly  fent  back  Azam- 
hugio  to  that  country.  He  fent  letters  alfo  to  Garfia 
Melos,  then  cruizing  in  the  ftreights  to  annoy  the 
Moorifh  (hipping,  ordering  him  to  join  Azambugio. 
Mtloa,  though  then  very  much  indifpofed,'  yet  obeyed 
his  inftru&ions  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  he  ac- 
cordingly failed  to  Saffia,  where  Azambugio  had  al- 
ready arrived.  Here  was  nothing  but  tumult  and  con- 
fufion  -,  the  populace  were  all  up  in  arms,  being  refo- 
lutely  determined  not  to  come  under  the  lubjecYion  of 
any  Chriitian  power.  Jihabentaf  and  Haliadux,  who 
had  returned  into  the  city,  being  now  reconciled  to 
each  other,  fecretly  encouraged  this  fpirit  in  their  people; 
and,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  contrived  all  pofiible 
rnifchitf  againft  our  people.  The  Portuguese  officers 
formed  a  fcheme  to  low  animofity  betwixt  thefe  two 
ufurpers;  fo  that  when  their  ftrength  was  divided,  they 
might  then  more  eafily  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
city.  The  expedient  was  thus  executed  :  Garcia  Me- 
los  (till  labouring  under  a  fevere  diftemper,  fent  to 
Saffia  for  a  Jewifh  phyfician  to  attend  him.  He  bribed 
this  man  to  carry  two  letters,  one  to  each  of  the  go- 
vernors of  the  city,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  neither 
fhould  know  of  that  delivered  to  the  other.  Thefe 
letters  were  figned  by  Melos.  In  that  to  Haliadux  he 
advifes  him  to  be  upon  his  guard  againft  the  wicked 
machinations  of  Jehabentaf,  who  he  knew  for  certain, 
had  a  defign  againft  his  life ;  and  he  offered  him  his 
affiftance  againft  the  artifices  of  this  man.  No  plots  (he 
laid)  could  be  more  dangerous  than  thofe  which  arofe 
from  a  jealoufy  of  power ;  and  as  the  friendfhip  of 
two  perfons,  who  jointly  hold  the  fovereignty,  was  ve- 
ry unftable,  fo  hkewife  a  man  in  fuch  a  fituation  was 
greatly  expofed  and  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  his  rival, 
in  whom  perhaps  he  had  the  higheft  confidence.     He 
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wrote  Jehabentaf  likewife  to  the  fame  purpofe,  warning 
him  to  beware  of  Haliadux.  As  foon  as  the  phyfician 
vifited  Melos,  he  put  his  hand  under  the  bed  clothes, 
making  an  appearance  of  feeling  whether  the  violence 
of  the  lever  was  abated,  and  in  this  manner  received 
and  conveyed  letters  unknown  to  any  perfon.  Mean 
while  both  Haliadux  and  Jehabentaf,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  each  other,  returned  thanks  to  Melos,  pro- 
mi  fing  to  be  faithful  to  Emmanuel ;  each  entreating 
that  he  might  not  be  abandoned  as  a  facrifice  to  the 
other. 

By  this  ftratagem,  fo  artfully  contrived  again  ft  a 
moft  artful  and  perfidous  people,  a  mutual  diftruft  and 
fear  was  infufed  into  thefe  two  men,  each  depend- 
ed on  the  afiiftance  of  the  Portuguefe  to  defeat  the  ar- 
tifices of  his  rival.  Both  accordingly,  unknown  to  each 
other,  entreated  Azambugio  and  Melos  to  come  into 
Saffia  ;  each  undertaking  to  bring  the  city  under  fub- 
je&ion  to  Emmanuel.  The  two  Portuguefe  comman- 
der?, therefore,  entered  the  city  attended  only  with  50 
foldiers.  They  chofe  the  houfe  of  Rhaman  for  their 
refidence,  becaufe  it  wa?  large,  ftrong,  and  fuuate  near 
the  fea,  and  conveyed  thither  a  great  quantity  of  arms 
concealed  in  cafks  and  chefts. 

The  Moors  being  of  the  moft  fufpicious  as  well  as 
faithlefs  difpofition,  began  to  lufped:  fomewhat  from 
the  bufy  appearance  of  our  people.  The  two  ufurpers 
repented  of  their  conduct  ^  and,  in  a  clandestine  man- 
ner, contrived  all  manner  of  mifchief  againft  the  Por- 
tuguefe: hence  it  plainly  appeared,  that  their  (ecret  ar- 
tifices would  foon  break  out  into  open  violence.  Azam- 
bugio wrote  to  Emmanuel  an  account  of  the  (late  of 
allai' s  at  Saffia-,  and  his  majefty  refolved  to  fend  fupp!ies 
with  all  poffible  expedition  :  he  accordingly  fitted  Out 
four  fh;ps,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Men- 
dez  Zacoto,  a  man  of  great  experience  in  the  African 
wars.  When  Mendez  reached  the  port,  he  found  the 
Portuguefe  involved  in  great  difficulties  by  the  perfidy 
Oi   the  Moors,  who  had  broke  through  the  treaty,  and 
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ufed  all  manner  of  artifice  to  obftrucl:  Azambugio  in 
carrying  on  the  fortrefs :  they  not  only  refufed  to  fup- 
ply  materials  for  the  work,  but  even  denied  our  people 
the  neceffaries  of  life ;  and  it  appeared  by  their  whole 
conduct,  that  they  did  not  want  inclination  but  courage 
to  put  in  execution  their  wicked  defigns.  The  Por- 
tuguefe  complained  of  this  ulage  to  one  of  the  ufur- 
pers,  who  laid  all  the  blame  on  his  collegue.  How- 
ever, on  the  arrival  of  Zacoto,  our  people  gained  frefh 
ipirits,  and  walked  about  in  the  city  with  great  bold- 
nefs  :  they  then  told  the  ufurpers,  that  they  would 
not  fuffer  both  of  them  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, becaufe  it  bred  animofity  and  diiTention,  and 
the  one  was  continually  plotting  the  other's  deffruction: 
they  therefore  infifled,  that  one  of  the  two  fhould  hold 
the  adminiftration  in  the  name  of  Emmanuel.  This 
iKccliity  impofed  on  theie  two  men  made  both  extreme- 
ly indifferent  about  the  fovereignty,  for  each  preiTed 
the  other  to  accept  the  government  •,  which  modera- 
tion appeared  very  extraordinary  in  two  perfons  of  fuch 
an  ambitious  turn  of  mind.  Haliadux,  by  repeated 
intreaties,  at  latt  prevailed  on  Jehabentaf  to  take  upon 
him  the  fupretne  authority. 

This  man  being  now  fole  governor  of  the  Mate,  be- 
gan more  openly  to  form  plots  again  ft  the  Portuguefe  *, 
and  by  all  pofiible  methods  endeavoured  to  hinder  Am- 
bugio  from  carrying  on  the  fort.  He  ftrictly  charged 
the  citizens  not  to  furnifh  flones,  mortar,  or  any  other 
materials  for  the  work,  and  threatened  to  punifh  fe- 
verely  thofe  who  fhould  give  the  lead:  afliftance.  This 
he  did  at  firft  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  and  every  day 
grew  more  open  and  infolent  in  his  behaviour.  When 
Azambugio  perceived  this,  he  fent  for  Haliadux,  who 
he  knew  heartily  repented  of  his  eafinefs  in  giving  up 
the  fovereignty  :  him  he  advifed  to  get  together  a  par- 
ty of  his  friends  to  afTalTinate  Jehabentaf,-,  fo  that  this 
man  being  taken  off,  he  himfelf  might  enjoy  the  fu~ 
p;eme  authority.  Jehabentaf  finding  his  life  greatly 
endangered  from  the  plots  of  Haliadux,  and,  at  the 
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fame  time,  not  knowing  that  Azambugio  was  privy  to 
the  defign,  took  fhelter  in  Rhaman's  home.  Diego 
Miranda,  Azambugio's  grandfon,  at  that  time  redded 
there,  who  being  likewife  ignorant  that  his  grandfather 
was  concerned  in  the  affair,  received  Jehabentaf  into 
his  protection  in  a  very  friendly  manner.  Azambugio 
had  intended  to  inflict  capital  punifhment  on  Jehaben- 
taf, but  the  Moor  being  a  perlon  of  great  fubtilty 
and  eloquence,  made  life  of  many  arguments  to  make, 
it  appear,  that  the  taking  away  his  life  would  in  no 
way  be  conducive  to  the  intereft  of  the  Pormguefe  : 
he  ftrongly  folicited  Azambugio  to  be  fent  into  Por- 
tugal, that  he  might  furrender  himfelf  to  the  mercy 
of  Emmanuel,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
majefty,  to  whom  he  faid  he  would  adhere  to  the  laft 
moment  of  his  life,  with  the  utmoft  fidelity.  But  if 
the  king  refufed  to  grant  him  forgivenefs,  he  faid  he 
would  then  fubmit  to  death  with  the  utmoft  refigna- 
tion.  Jehabentaf  having  at  laft  prevailed  en  Azam- 
bugio, was  fent  in  fetters  to  Portugal.  Pie  not  only 
obtained  his  life  of  Emmanuel,  but  alfo  had  a  troop 
of  hcrfe  given  him,  to  be  employed  in  making 
excurfions  into  the  enemies  borders.  This  man 
ever  after  retained  fo  grateful  a  lenfe  of  Emmanuel's 
generofity  and  kindneis,  that  he  performed  many  great 
exploits  in  his  majefty's  fervice  ;  and  as  long  as 
he  lived,  behaved  with  the  utmoft  loyalty  and  fide- 
lity. 

But  Haliadux,  to  whom  Azambugio  had  committed 
the  government  of  the  city,  acted  quite  contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  our  people,  for  he  behaved  with  more 
enmity  againft  them  than  Jehabentaf  had  done.  Fie 
ufed  all  -his  art  to  obftruct  the  building  of  the  fort* 
threatening  the  workmen,  and  punifhing  all  thole  who 
gave  the  leaft  affiftance.  The  work,  however,  not- 
withstanding all  his  efforts,  was  by  degrees  brought  to 
its  proper  height.  Azambugio  prefended  that  he  was 
only  building  a  large  houir,  where'  the  Chriftian  mer- 
chants v\ere  to  decofite  their  goods,     He  £ikd  up  -he 
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places  defigned  for  portholes,  with  mud  and  fmall 
Hones ;  and  ordered  the  outfide  to  be  call  over  with 
mortar,  that  the  enemy  might  not  know  his  intention. 
Befides,  he  broke  out  a  gate  in  the  wall  to  open  a 
communication  betwixt  the  fleet  and  the  fort;  and  he 
fortified  the  way  leading  to  the  gate  with  a  rampart 
on  each  fide. 

The  day  after  the  work  was  finifhed,  fo  as  to  be 
defenfible,  Azambugio  fent  a  meffenger  to  Haliadux, 
reproaching  him  with  breach  of  treaty,  and  acting 
contrary  to  the  folemn  oath  he  had  taken  ;  fince  he  had 
fworn  in  the  name  of  Mahumet  to  furnifli  whatever 
was  necefiary  for  building  the  fort,  but  difregarding 
his  oath,  he  acted  with  the  mofl  inveterate  malice 
againfl  our  people.  He  therefore  entreated  him  to 
have  fome  regard  to  divine  and  human  laws ;  and  if 
he  had  any  fenfe  of  fhame,  to  defift  from  fuch  fcan- 
dalous  proceeding?.  Haliadux  made  anfvver,  That  he 
was  not  a  little  aftonifhed  at  the  prefumption  of  a  man 
who  could  not  even  be  fupplied  with  food  or  water, 
but  by  his  means-,  and  yet  that  he  fhould  exprefs  him- 
ftlf  in  fo  haughty  a  manner,  as  if  he  had  an  abundance 
of  all  neceiTaries.  To  this  Azambugio  replied,  That 
the  Portuguefe  were  wont  to  fatisfy  their  hunger,  and 
quench  their  third:  by  the  blood  of  their  enemies.  When 
Haliadux  received  this  anfwer,  he  bit  his  finger;  which, 
amongft  that  nation,  is  a  fign  of  threatening  revenge. 
Azambugio  now  thought  it  highly  expedient  to  fall 
upon  Haliadux  with  the  utmofl  expedition,  before  he 
had  time  to  call  in  afliftance  from  the  neighbouring 
village?.  But  left  he  fhould  feem  the  aggreffor,  he 
wanted  a  frefh  provocation  from  the  enemy  ;  when, 
according  to  his  wifh,  an  opportunity  of  this  nature 
prefented  itfelf.  A  Moorifh  butcher  had  (truck  a  Por- 
tugufe  of  royal  blood  in  the  market-place.  The  in- 
jured perfon  complained  of  this  indignity  to  Azam- 
bugio, who  defired  him  tamely  to  put  up  the  affront 
for  fome  time.  But  Azambugio  being  now  nettled  at 
Haiiadux's  anfvver,  fent  for  the  Portuguefe  gentleman, 

and 


BookV.        the  PORTUGUESE,  &c.        277  ■ 

and  advifed  him  immediately  to  kill  the  Moor  who 
had  injured  him  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  gave  him  one 
of  his  domeftics  as  an  aflbciate.     They  accordingly 
went  to  the  market-place,  where  they  fell  upon  the 
butcher  and  killed  him.     The  city  was  immediately 
filled  with  tumult  and  uproar,  and  the  Arabians  flock- 
ed together  from  all  quarters  and  attacked  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  made  a  ftout  refiftance  \  and  retiring  by 
degrees,  they  at  laft  reached  the  fort  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  and  danger.     The  enemy  having  furrounded 
the  fort,  poured  in  great  quantities  of  darts  and  orher 
miflive  weapons,  and  ufed  all  other  methods  to  deftroy 
our  people.     They  at  laft  planted  their  cannon,  and 
began  to  batter  the  fort  with  great  vigour.     The  Por- 
tuguefe  were  all  in  arms,  and  kept  to  their  pofts  •,  but 
according  to  the  orders  of  Azambugio,  not  one  of 
them  threw  any  weapon.     The  fort  was  ftormed  a 
whole  night  with  the  utmoft  fury  ;  but  all  thefe  endea- 
vours proved   ineffectual.     By  day-break  Azambugio 
ordered  divine  fervice  to  be  performed,  and  that  all 
his  men  mould  refrefh  themfelves  with   victuals.     He 
then  drew  them  up  in  great  filence,  and  ordered  a 
white  horfe  to  be  brought  for  himfelf,  he  being  very  old, 
and  lame  •,  for  in    the   war  betwixt  Alphonfo  and  the 
king  of  Caftille,  when  his  fon  John   befieged  the  town 
of  Alegrerte   in  the  province  of  Alentejo,  Ambugio 
was  one  of  the  principal  commanders  under  John,   and 
at  that  time  received  a  defperate  wound    in  the  leg. 
Of  the   Portuguefe  in  the  fort,    he  was  therefore  the 
only  perfon  on  horfeback.     All  things  being  in  readi- 
nefs,  they  fallied  out  about  mid-day,  and  by  their  un- 
expected attack,    ftruck  the   utmoft    pannic  into   the 
Moors,  little    expecting  that  fuch  a   handful  of  men, 
whom  they  believed   to  be   in    the  greateft  trepidation, 
would  have  dared    to  attack  fo   numerous  an  enemy. 
The  Moors  retired  into  a  neighbouring  mofque.    Our 
people  purfued   them  and  killed  feveral.     The  enemy 
having  g-)t  into  (he  mofque,  recovered  themfelves  from 
their  panic,  and   the  fight  was  renewed  with  frefh  vi- 

T  3  goutf: 


1 78  The  History  of  Book  V. 

gour :  but  the  Poruguefe  rufbing   in  with  great  fury, 
flew  many  of  them,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  fly  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation.     Many  of  them  took  fhelter  in  a 
fort  of  the  city,  garrifoned  by  their  troops.     Here  they 
pointed  a   large  cannen  againft  the  Portuguefe  fortrefs, 
which  did  confiderable  damage.     Scbaftian  Roderigo, 
an  engineer   of    great  fkill  obferving   this  planted    a 
cannon  oppofite  thereto,  with   great  exaclnefs.     This 
being  difcharged,  the  ball  entered    the  mouth  of  the 
enemy's  piece  which  it  fplitted"   and  killed  the  gunner. 
The  Arabians  having  now  loll:  all  hopes,  betook  them- 
felves  to  flight,  and  Haliadux  fled  to  the  town  of  Targa. 
Thole  who  remained  in  the  city,  fued  for  peace  from 
Az:j.mbugio,  which  he  granted  them  on  certain  terms, 
and  that  they   fhould  pay  an  yearly  tribiue  to  Emma- 
nuel.     Though   the  particular   number  of  the  enemy 
wh  ch  fell  in  this  affair  is  not  mentioned,  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain that  they  fuffered  a  confiderable    (laughter.     The 
Portuguefe  loft  only  one    man,  an  intimate  of  Azam- 
bugio,  by  whofe  fide  he  was  killed.    Melos  and  Azam- 
bugio however,   could   not  agree  :  they  greatly  differed 
about   the   meafures   to  be  taken  in   keeping  the  city. 
The  mifunderftancing  arofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  Me- 
los departed  for  Portugal,  and  Azarnbugio  was  left  alone 
to  govern  Safna,  in  .the  name  of  Emmanuel.     Thus  by 
the  bravery  and  vigilance  of  a  few    men,  that  ilrong 
and  opulent,  place  came  under  the  power  of  the  Portu- 
gu-fe.     After  the  reducYion  of  the  city,  the  enemy   in 
the  hHgbouring  villages  made  feveral  incurfions  on  our 
people,  but  were  always  repulfed  with  lofs. 

At  this  time  Emmanuel  refided  in  the  town  of 
Abrantcs,  the  plague  being  then  at  Lifbon.  In  this 
fame  year  j  507,  on  the  5th  of  June,  queen  Mary 
was  delivered  of  a  ion,  who  had  the  name  of  Ferdinand 
given  him.  As  he  advanced  in  years  he  difcoyered  a 
far prifjng  genid? :  he  fearched  into  antiquity  with  an 
uncommon  cuiicfity,  and  gave  early  marks  of  a  ilrong 
defire  after  all  valuable  knowledge,  and  was  adorned 
with  the  moft  princely  qualities.     But  this   promifmg 

youth 
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youth  was  cut  off  by  a  fudden  death  in  the  very  bloom 
of  life. 

The  following  year  Emmanuel  fitted  out  a  fleet  of 
fixteen  (hips  for  India.  Four  of  thcfe  he  gave  to 
Diego  Sequeire,  with  orders  to  fail  beyond  the  Ganges 
toAureaCherfonefus  (Malacca)  to  examine  the  fituarion 
of  the  principal  city  of  the  fame  name,  one  of  the  mod 
celebrated  marts  in  the  eaft.  He  moreover  inftrufted 
him  to  take  a  furvey  of  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  which, 
according  to  report,  was  very  extenfive,  and  abounded 
in  all  manner  of  commodities.  Sequeire  accordingly 
failed  from  Lifbon  on  the  5th  of  April  1508  -,  George 
Aquilar  was  appointed  admiral  of  the  o-rher  twelve 
fhips.  He  was  ordered  to  cruize  with  five  on  the  nor- 
thern fide  of  Cape  Guardafu,  at  the  mouth  of  the  red 
fea,  to  intercept  all  the  Arabian  vefTels  trading  to  India. 
The  ieven  remaining  fhips  had  alfo  their  particular  com- 
manders :  Francifco  Pereira  Peftana,  one  of  thefe,  was 
appointed  governour  of  the  fort  at  Quiloa.  The  reft 
were  ordered  to  fail  diredlly  for  India,  and  Triftano 
Sylvio  was  to  return  from  thence  with  two  galleys  to 
join  Aquilar  at  Cape  Guardafu.  This  fleet  failed  the 
fame  month,  about  five  days  after  the  oher.  But  ic 
was  difperfed  by  a  fudden  temped.  Pel7! ana's  fliip  hav- 
ing loft  her  maft  and  rigging,  was  obliged  to  put 
back  to  Lifbon  :  from  whence,  after  being  refj  ted,  (lie 
fet  fail  again  on  the  19th  of  May.  The  feafori  of  the 
year  being  fo  far  advanced,  Peftana  was  not  able  to 
reach  Quiloa,  and  therefore  was  obliged  to  winter  at 
fome  iflands  lying  to  the  fouth  of  Mozambique. 

The  commanders  bound  for  India  haying  under- 
gone various  hardfbips,  at  laft  made  Coci  in.  Aquilar 
perifhed  by  fhipwreck-,  Duarte  Lemos,  another  of  the 
captains,  a  relation  of  Aquilar,  having  reached  Mo- 
zambique, would  not  depart  from  thence  til!  he  was 
certain  of  the  fate  of  Aquilar.  But  he  was  foon  con- 
vinced of  the  admiral's  unhappy  fare  by  the  wreck 
floating  on  the  water,  where  you  might  iec  planks, 
broken  mads,  cafks,  and  cables  featured  on  the  fir  face. 

T  4  By 
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By  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the  other  commanders, 
Melos  wis  chofen  admiral.  As  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the 
year  would  permit,  he  failed  with  Peftana,  who  had 
now  reached  Mozambique,  for  Quiloa.  Lemos  having 
gone  aboard  Pe liana's  fhip,  gave  his  own  to  Vafco  Syl- 
veira,  and  then  they  proceeded  for  Cape  Guardafu. 
Pedro  Fereira  Fogaza,  who  commanded  the  fort  of 
Quiloa  till  the  arrival  of  Peftana,  according  to  his  in- 
ftrucTions,  went  for  Melinda,  where  he  remained  till 
the  proper  feafon  for  failing  came  about :  as  foon  as  the 
wind  favoured,  he  went  and  joined  Melos,  who  hav- 
ing now  feven  fail  of  (hips,  direcled  his  courfe  for  Zo- 
cotora.  The  admiral  touched  at  thofe  places,  which 
belonged  to  the  tributary  princes,  and  collected  the  tri- 
bute: thofe  who  refufed  to  pay  what  they  had  agreed 
upon,  he  obliged  by  force  to  comply.  He  had  an 
inclination  to  ftorm  Magadoxo.  But  as  the  place 
was  ftrong  by  its  natural  fituation,  threatened  great 
damage  to  the  Porruguefe  fhips,  and  was  extremely 
difficult  of  accefs  from  the  fea,  the  reft  of  the 
officers  difluaded  him  from  this  enterprize.  Whilft 
the  fleet  lay  here,  it  happened,  by  the  cardefsnefs 
of  the  watch,  that  George  Quadra's  fhip  had  her 
cables  cur,  and  was  carried  a  great  way  out  to  fea  by 
the  fwiftnefs  of  the  tide  ;  fo  that  when  the  failors  and 
f  Idlers  abcard  awaked,  they  knew  not  where  they  were. 
They  endeavoured  to  flop  her  progrefs  by  rowing  a- 
gainft  the  wind  till  day  break.  But  even  then  being 
equally  puzzled,  rhey  allowed  the  fhip  to  go  before  the 
wind,  and  were  at  lait  driven  into  the  port  of  Zeila, 
fttnated  at  the  entrance  of  the  red  fea,  on  the  Ethio- 
pian coalt.  Here  the  whole  crew  were  taken  prifoncrs 
by  the  Arabians.  Lemos  being  diffuaded  from  his  de- 
ficrn  on  Magadoxo,  free  red  for  Zocotora,  where  he 
appointed  I\dro  Fogaza  governor  of  the  fort.  What 
Juppened  afterwards  to  Lemos,  we  will  relate  in  ano- 
ther piace,  at  prefect  intending  to  give  an  account  of 
|he  fate  of  Tnitad  Ctfgna, 
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His  fleet  confided  of  eleven  (hips:  and  at  the  fame 
time  there  were  five  more  given  to  the  command  of 
Alphonfo  Albuquerque,  who  was  to  fucceed  Almeedin 
the  government  of  India.  Cugna  reached  Mozambique 
in  December,  where  he  wintered  fome  of  the  fleet :  how- 
ever, being  feparated  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  could  not 
make  this  place.  Lopez  Cofta  had  been  driven  into 
the  port  ofSofola;  Leonela  Coutign  put  in  at  Quiloa ; 
Alvaro  Tellez,  with  the  utmoft  danger  at  Jaft  made 
Cape  Guardafu  :  here  after  he  had  repaired  his  fliip, 
and  refrefhed  his  men,  he  took  feveral  confiderable 
Arabian  prizes,  and  afterwards  fleered  for  Zocotora  to 
join  Triftad  Cugna. 

Roderigo  Pefeira  Coutign,  met  likewife  with  very 
boifterous  weather,  and  was  driven  into  a  very  pleafant 
bay  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  which  had  a  name 
given  it  from  its  agreeai.le  fituation.  WhilM  he  lay  here 
eighteen  youths  of  the  ifland  rowed  to  his  fhip.  Thefe 
he  invited  aboard,  entertained  them  in  the  kirideft  man- 
ner, and  decked  them  with  cloaths.  Two  of  them  he 
fo  far  engaged  by  his  generofity,  that  he  prevailed  on 
them  to  remain  with  him,  and  carried  them  to  Cugna 
at  Mozambique. 

Cugna  having  heard  much  concerning  the  extent  of 
this  ifland,  and  at  the  fame  time  not  yet  thinking  it  a 
proper  feafon  to  fail  for  Socotora,  he  confuited  with 
Alphonfo  Albuquerque,  who  approving  of  his  refolu- 
tion,  he  determined  to  fleer  for  Madagafcar,  in  order 
to  inform  himfelfof  the  manners,  cufloms,  and  extent 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  foil,  which  in  outward 
appearance  feemed  extremely  fertile.  He  took  with  him 
Alphonfo  Albuquerque,  Antonio  Campo,  Emmanuel 
Tel'ez,  Francifco  Tavura,,  John  Gomez  Abr^eo,  Ro- 
derigo Pereira  Coutign,  and  Triftan  Alvarez.  The 
refl  of  the  commanders  were  left  with  the  fleer  at  Mo- 
zambique. The  admiral  touched  at  fome  of  the  ports 
in  this  ifland,  but  when  he  attempted  to  land  his  men, 
he  was  oppoied  by  a  formidable  body  of  the  natives,  of 
y/hom  he  killed  feveral,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight.    He 

furveyed 
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furveyed  the  whole  coail  lying  towards  Ethiopia,  and 
intended  to  have  failed  round  the  iQand.  But  when 
he  was  about  to  double  C.  S.  Maria,  a  fudden  ftorm  a- 
rifing,  prevented  his  defign  being  carried  into  execu- 
tion. At  this  time  Rodengo  Pcreira's  fhip  having  run 
upon  the  (helves,  was  funk,  and  the  greateft  pan  of  the 
c/ew  perifhed.  Cugna  then  gave  a  fignal  for  the  reft 
of  the  fhips  to  tack  about,  and  he  again  fhaped  his 
courfe  for  Mozambique. 

But  John  Gomez  Abraso  had  turned  the  Cape  before 
the  fLorm  began,  and  cruizing  along  the  fouthern  coaft, 
diicovered  a  river  in  Mararans,  a  province  of  that  iQand, 
Here  he  intended  to  water,  when  of  a  fudden,  feveral 
of  the  natives  in  fmall  boats  furrounded  the  fhip,  and 
by  their  outward  geftures  exprefled  the  utmoft  friend- 
fhip  towards  our  people,  offering  them  fifh,  roots,  and 
fugar  canes  in  great  plenty.  The  Portuguefe  captain, 
allured  by  the  friendly  behaviour  of  this  people,  ordered 
his  pilot,  a  man  vurfed  in  many  languages,  to  go  aboard 
one  of  their  boats,  to  try  if  he  could  hold  a  converfa- 
tion  with  them,  and  if  pofiible,  by  prefents  to  entice 
iome  of  them  to  come  aboard  the  fhip.  But  as  foon  as 
they  received  the  pilot,  they  plied  their  oars  with  fo 
much  vigour  and  dexterity,  that  they  quickly  got  out 
of  fight  of  our  people.  Their  unexpected  departure 
very  much  Jurprized  Abnco :  he  immediately  ordered 
the  long  boat  to  be  got  ready,  and  having' furnifhed  it 
with  guns,  he  himfelf,  with  twenty  four  more,  went 
aboard.  When  he  approached  the  fhore,  he  faw  the 
fame  boats  with  the  pilot  making  towards  him  without 
the  lead  apprehenfion  of  danger.  The  pilot  by  figns 
gave  him  to  underfland  that  the  people  were  friendly 
and  hofpitable,  and  that  he  fhould  therefore  offered  no 
noftilities.  The  pilot,  moreover,  told  our  people  that 
he  had  been  introduced  to  the  king,  who  behaved  to 
him  with  the  utmoic  humanity,  having  prefented  him 
with  a  filver  chain,  together  with  rings  and  bracelets 
of  the  fame  metal,  and  had  lent  him  back,  in  his.name, 
to  congratulate  the  Portuguefe  commander,  and  to  fol- 
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licit  his  friendmip,  which  he  was  defirous  to  cultivate 
and  promote  by  all  the  fervices  in  his  power.  Abrceo 
being  greatly  taken  with  this  courteous  behaviour,  went 
a(hore,  where  he  was  met  by  the  king,  who  by  ail 
poflible  methods  endeavoured  to  gain  his  efteem  and 
affection.  An  entertainment  was  prepared  in  the  man- 
ner of  the  country,  nor  was  there  any  thing  wanting 
which  the  ifland  could  afford,  and  the  day  was  fpenc 
in  agreeable  converfation. 

It  being  now  almoft  funfet,  the  captain  took  his  leave, 
and  went  aboard  the  long  boat,  when  of  a  fudden 
the  weather  grew  extremely  boifterous:  the  whole  hea- 
vens was  overfpread  with  darkneft,  and  the  fea  ran 
fo  prodigious  high,  that  he  could  not  return  to  the 
fnip,  but  was  detained  on  fhore  four  days,  when  this 
(form  abated  and  the  fea  became  calm.  Thofe  a- 
board  the  fhip  imagined  that  their  commander  had 
certainly   been  killed  by  the  natives.     *■  For,  laid  they 

*  is  it  poflible  that  he  would  remain  fo  long  in  a  ftrange 

*  country,  and  keep  us  thus  in  fufpence  ?  is  it  proba- 
4  ble  that  (here  could  be  any  entertainment  amongfl: 
4  thefe  Barbarians  fo  inviting  as  to  make  him  tarry  fo 

*  c>  nliderable  a  time.     This  is  the  cafe,  continued  they. 

*  He  has  demanded  his  pilot  to  be  reifored,  but  met 
\  with  a   refufal :  he  then  endeavoured   to   affcrt    his 

*  right    by  force  of  arms,  but  has  perifhed  in  the  at- 

*  tempt,  being  overpower'd  by  numbers :  what  courfe 

*  fhall   we   therefore  follow  ?  mall  we  remain  here  till 

*  we  are  lhipwreckt  by  the  (form,  and  fwallowtd  up  in 
4  the  waves,  or  thrown  afhore  as  a  prey  to  thofe  in- 
4  human  Barbarians.'  Thefe  being  their  reflections, 
they  ft  fail.  But  Abrseo  having  cruized  along  the 
coafts,  without  finding  the  (hip,  returned  to  the  king, 
who  again  received  him  with  all  the  marks  of  affection, 
and  endeavoured  to  footh  this  dejected  man  by  the 
moft  kind  and  hofpitable  ufage.  But  all  his  endea- 
vours were  ineffectual,  for  Abraeo  finding  himfelf  thus 
abandoned,  and  cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  feeing  his 
native  cjuntrv,  became  quite    inconfoiabie3  and    was 

fo 
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fo  much  affected  with  his  misfortune  that  he  foon  after 
pined  away  with  melancholy  and  defpair,  as  did  alfo 
eight  of  his  companions.  The  reft  having  repaired  the 
long  boat,  took  leave  of  the  king,  who  expreffed  the 
ntmoft  regret  at  their  departure,  and  directed  their 
courfe  for  Mozambique.  But  in  their  way  meeting 
with  the  fhip  commanded  by  Lucas  Fonfeca  failing  for 
Sofola,  they  were  taken  aboard  and  conveyed  to  Mo- 
zambique. 

Here  it  may   not  be  improper   to  give  a  (hort  de- 
fcription  of  Madagafcar,  called  the    ifland  of  St.  Lau- 
rence by  thePortuguefe,  who  difcovered  it  on  that  Saint's 
day.     Its  length   is  about  1200  miles,  and  in  breadth 
it  meafures  480.     The  ifland  is  divided  into  many  dif- 
ferent  kingdoms:  the   inhabitants   in  the  inland  parts 
are  Pagans,  but  moft  of  thofe  near  the  fea  coaft  are 
of  the  Mahometan  religion.     The  natives  are  partly 
black  black  and  partly   tawney  in   complexion,  with 
fhort  woolly  hair.     The  better  fort  are  cloathed  in  cot- 
ton, but  the  poorer   people   only   cover  their  private 
parts.     Any  man  there  may  have  as  many  wives  as  he 
pleafes.     The  country   is  extremely  fertile,    yielding 
fruits  of  all  kinds  with  very  little  culture.    The  ground 
is  covered   with  many  delightful   woods  and    forefts, 
filled  with  trees  of  all  forts,  elpecially  the  citron,  which 
yields  the  mod  grateful  fragrancy.     The  foil   produ- 
ces vaft  plenty  of  roots,  which  the  natives   ufe  inftead 
of  bread.     The  fugar-cane  grows  here  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  ginger  alfo,  which  the  people  cat  green,  not 
knowing   the  art   of  drying  and    preferving  it.     The 
ifland  abounds  in  fine  fprings  of  the  mod  excellent  water, 
and  there  are  likewife  many  filver  mines  in  the  country: 
in  fhort  the  place  is  very  agreeable,  and  affords  all  the 
diverfjons  of  fifhing,  hunting,  and  fowling.     The  na- 
tives are  a  people  of  rhe  utmofl  fimpiicity,  and  natural- 
ly humane  in  their  difpofition.     They  know  nothing  of 
navigation,  having  only  a  few  boats   for  fifhing.     In 
war   they  made  ufe  of  no  ether  arms   but  light  darts, 
but  afterwards,  by  their  communication  with  the  Por- 

tuguefe, 
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tugnefe,  they  gained  more  experience  in  warlike  af- 
fairs. This  much  may  at  pre  lent  fuflice  concerning 
the  difpofuion  and  manners  of  thefe  iilanders. 

Tnftan  Cugna  having  fct  out  from  Mozambique 
touched  at  Melinda,  where  he  had  a  friendly  conference 
with  the  king,  to  whom  he  gave  feveral  prefents  from 
his  Portuguefe  majefty.  He  then  delivered  to  his  care 
three  perfons  fent  by  Emmanuel  as  embafladors  to  the 
king  of  ^Ethiopia,  whom  our  people  uied  ignorantly 
to  call  Prefter  John.  One  was  a  Portugueze  named 
Ferdinand  Gomez  Sardo  ;  another  a  Moor  called  John 
Sancho,  who  had  turned  Chriftian ;  the  third  was  one 
Mahomed,  an  Arabian  born  at  Tunis.  Thefe  the  king 
of  Melinda  took  under  his  protection,  promifing  that 
they  fhould  be  fafely  conducted  to  /Ethiopia  lying  a- 
bove  Egypt. 

Cugna  having  finifhed  his  bufinefs  at  Melinda,  now 
failed  for  Hoya,  a  city  about  eighty  miles  oft,  which 
at  that  time  waged  war  with  his  Melindian  majefty. 
Having  taken  this  place  by  ftorm,  he  plundered  and 
burnt  it,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  Arabians.  He  then 
proceeded  to  another  city  fix ty  miles  farther,  which 
being  unable  to  make  reiiftance,  furrendered  to  Em- 
manuel's arms,  and  agreed  to  pay  an  yearly  tribune. 
He  fleered  next  for  Brava,  a  ftrong  and  well  fortified 
city,  and  the  molt  celebrated  mart  on  that  coaft.  Hav- 
ing anchored  in  this  port,  he  immediately  fent  Leonel 
Coutign  to  wait  on  the  heads  of  the  place,  offering 
them  peace  in  the  name  of  Emmanuel,  and  inviting 
them  t©  a  friendly  alliance.  They  pretended  not  to 
be  averfe  to  a  treaty  ;  but  this  was  only  a  piece  of 
diflimulation,  in  order  to  detain  our  people,  for  the 
feafon  was  almoft  at  hand,  when  fuch  boifterotis  winds 
ufually  blew  in  thofe  pans,  as  would  dafh  to  pieces  the 
very  fhips  in  the  harbour.  Cugna  having  difcovered 
this  artifice,  refolved  immediately  to  afiault  the  city. 
Before  day-break  he  drew  up  his  men  on  the  fliore, 
and  formed  them  into  two  lines:  the  firft  which  con- 
fided of  900  men,  he  gave  to  Alphonfo  Albuquerque  ; 

4  and 
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and  he  himfelf  headed  the  fecond,  in  which  there  were 
600  foldiers.  In  the  city  there  was  a  garrifon  of  4000 
men ;  of  thefe  2000  immediately  fallied  forth,  and 
engaged  our  people.  The  conflict  was  fevere,  but  the 
Portuguefe  charged  the  enemy  with  fo  much  fury, 
that  they  at  lad  obliged  them  to  give  ground.  They 
made  a  regular  retreat  into  the  city,  and  fhut  the  gates 
againft  our  people.  The  Portuguefe  immediately  fur- 
rounded  the  place,  examining  with  the  utmoft  careful- 
nefs  where  they  could  force  an  entrance.  Mean  while 
the  enemy  from  the  walls  annoyed  them  with  burning 
torches,  and  all  manner  of  mifiive  weapons.  Albu- 
querque having  at  lad  difcovered  a  weak  part  in  the 
wall,  began  the  attack  there.  The  befieged  immedi- 
ately flocked  thither,  and  oppofed  our  people  with 
amazing  intrepidity.  The  fight  was  continued  with 
the  utmoft  fury  on  both  fides,  till  Cugna  came  up, 
whofe  approach  (truck  fuch  a  damp  into  the  enemy, 
that  they  fled  with  the  greateft  precipitation.  The 
Portuguefe  foldiers  wanted  to  purfue  them,  but  were 
reftrained  by  their  commander.  The  city  being  plun- 
dered, vaft  booty  was  carried  aboard  the  (hips.  Great 
numbers  of  the  enemy  were  (lain,  and  many  taken  pri- 
foners,  but  moft  of  thefe  were  again  fet  at  liberty.  The 
Portuguefe  loft  about  fifty  of  their  men,  and  feveral 
were  dangeroufly  wounded -,  eighteen  more  peri(hed  in 
the  long  boat,  which  through  infatiable  avarice  they 
had  loaded  fo  immoderately  that  (he  overfet :  nay  fo 
great  was  the  inhumanity  of  the  foldiers  and  failors  and 
iuch  their  eagernefs  after  fpoil,  that  they  cut  off  the 
arms'of  feveral  women,  to  come  at  their  rings  and  brace- 
lets the  more  readily.  But  Cugna  having  feverely  pu- 
nifhed  the  authors  of  this  cruelty,  hereby  deterred  others 
from  the  like  barbarity.  The  city  being  plundered, 
Cugna  ordered  it  to  be  fired,  and  thus  it  was  reduced 
to  a(hes,  the  enemy  at  a  little  diftance  beholding  this 
difmal  fpectacle. 

He   then  (leered  for  Magadoxo,  whither,  as  he  had 
done  at  Brava,  he  fent  Leonez  Coiuign  with  offers  of 
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peace  and  "friendfhip.  The  people  at  this  place  made 
a  very  formidable  appearance  :  great  numbers  of  foot, 
and  cuirafilers  were  patrolling  on  the  fhore  ♦,  the  walls 
of  the  city  were  lined  with  armed  men,  and  a  confide- 
rable  body  of  troops  were  drawn  up  before  it.  Coutign 
being  afraid  to  land,  fent  one  of  the  Bravan  captives 
to  let  the  people  know,  that  the  Portuguefe  came  not 
to  denounce  war,  but  to  offer  peace.  In  Coutign's 
fight  they  tore  to  pieces  the  captive,  and  threatened  to 
ierve  him  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  fbould  dare  to 
come  afhore.  Coutign  therefore  returned  to  Cugna,  to 
whom  he  related  the  cruelty  and  infolent  menaces  of 
the  en^my.  Cugna  was  for  ftorming  the  city,  but  at 
the  perflations  of  all  his  officers  and  pilots,  he  dropt 
this  refolution.  The  place  was  almoft  inacceffible, 
ftrong  by  its  natural  fuuation,  and  defended  by  a  nu- 
merous garrifon  :  the  ftation  for  our  fhips  extremely 
dangerous,  and  very  much  expofed  to  the  enemy :  be- 
fides  the  winter  was  fad  approaching,  and  the  feafon 
for  failing  aim  )ft  e  Jap  fed,  fo  that  if  our  people  mould 
have  mifcarried  in  this  attempt,  their  fleet  and  army 
would  in  all  probability  have  met  with  inevitable  de- 
ft  ruction. 

Cugna  therefore  with  all  expedition 'failed  for  Soco- 
tora,  where  he  quickly  arrived  with  all  his  (hips.  This 
ifland  is  generally  reckoned  to  be  that  formerly  called 
Diofcoridu.  The  country  is  very  mountainous,  and 
abounds  in  all  kind  of  corn  and  fruits.  The  natives  are 
tawny.  They  profefs  the  Chriftian  religion  :  their  chur- 
ches are  built  after  the  manner  of  thofe  in  Chriften- 
dom.  They  have  croffes  on  their  altars,  but  make 
no  ufe  of  images.  They  keep  the  fame  fads  as  other 
Chriftians,  which  they  religtoufiy  obferve  with  the  drier. ~ 
eft  abffinence,  not  even  earing  fi(h  at  fuch  times.  They 
marry  only  one  wife.  They  have  likewife  days  kt 
apart  in  honour  of  the  faints,  which  they  celebrate  with 
great  folemnity,  and  they  pay  tithes  out  of  their  corn 
and  fruits  to  their  priefts,  with  the  utmoft  punctuality, 
But  notwithstanding  they  affume  the  name -or  Chrifihns> 
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Vet  they  Teem  to  be  quite  ignorant  of  the  doctrines  of 
°ur  holy  religion.  They  know  nothing  of  fhipping, 
and  are  a  people  quite  funk  in  lazmefs  and  indoknee. 
Moreover,  fuch  is  their  pufillanimity  and  want  of 
fpirit,  that  they  tamely  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  yoke 
of  a  few  Arabians,  and  when  opprelTed  in  the  moil 
grievous  manner,  they  never  once  think  of  afferting 
their  natural  liberty.  The  king  of  Fartach,  a  pro- 
vince of  Arabia  Felix,  at  that  time  held  them  in  the 
mod  mifcrable  thraldom  ;  and,  in  order  to  take  away 
from  them  all  hopes  of  liberty,  he  had  built  a  fort  near 
the  fea,  which  he  fortified  and  furnifhed  with  all  man- 
ner of  warlike  ftores,  and  appointed  his  fon,  a  youth 
of  great  bravery,  to  refide  there  as  governor. 

Cugna determined  if  pofllble,  to  make  himfelf  mailer 
of  this  fort,  that  he  might  thereby  deliver  the  Chri- 
ftians  from  llavery.  However,  he  firft  fent  a  deputy 
to  Abrahem,  the  king's  fori,  commanding  him  imme- 
diately to  evacuate  the  forr,  and  quit  a  country  which 
his  father  had  unjuftly  feized.  Abrahem  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  being  fubjedt  to  his  father  alone,  his  or- 
ders he  would  punctually  obey,  but  he  defpifed  the 
commands  of  any  other  monarch.  He  therefore  bid 
our  people  prepare  for  war  ;  the  affair,  he  faid,  was 
not  to  be  decided  by  empty  words,  but  by  force  of 
arms.  Cugna  accordingly,  with  great  expedition,  got 
every  thing  ready  for  an  afiault,  and  founded  the 
depth  of  the  water  in  that  part  he  thought  mod  proper 
for  a  defcent.  But  Abrahem  in  the  night  fortified  that 
place,  throwing  up  a  trench,  and  Rationing  fome  fol- 
diers  for  its  defence.  Cugna  having  ordered  his  men 
to  go  aboard  their  long  boats,  formed  them  into  two 
divifions,  and  he  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  firft,  ap- 
proached the  fhore  about  day -break.  Albuquerque, 
who  commanded  the  fecond  line,  obferved  another 
place,  which,  the  water  being  high  the  day  before,  ap- 
peared then  very  da;  gerous,  but  now  it  feemed  quite 
orherwife  :  being  reiolved  therefore  to  perplex  the  ene- 
my by  a  double  danger,  he  ordered  his  men  to  row 
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thither  with  all  their  vigour,  where  they  accordingly 
landed  without  the  lead  obstruction.  Cugna  not  ob- 
ferving  this,  made  towards  a  grove  of  palm-trees  over 
againft  the  ftation  where  fome  of  the  enemy  were 
potted.  Abrahem  having  marched  out  of  the  fort 
with  a  party  of  foldiers,  was  haftening  to  reinforce  thofe 
who  defended  the  trench:  but  having  perceived  Al- 
buquerque and  his  men  drawn  up  on  the  more,  he  di- 
rectly alter'd  his  courfe,  and  made  towards  the  place 
where  the  greateft  danger  feemed  to  threaten.  Albu- 
querque clad  in  armour,  attacked  him  with  vaft  intre- 
pidity :  Alphonfo  Norhogna,  one  of  Albuquerque's  of- 
ficers, at  the  fame  time  likewife  charged  the  enemy 
with  great  fury,  fo  that  they  were  at  laft  obliged  to 
retire.  But  Abrahem,  in  order  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
his  men  into  the  fort,  withftood  the  fhock  of  our  peo- 
ple with  the  utmoft  refolution,  and  greatly  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  by  his  gallant  behaviour.  He  was  at  laft: 
left  in  the  field  with  eight  foldiers  only.  Norhogia 
obferving  this,  haftened  to  engage  him  fingly :  the 
conflict  betwixt  thefe  two  commanders,  while  it  lafted 
was  very  fevere,  but  it  continued  but  a  ihort  time,  for 
the  Portuguefe  coming  up  furrounded  thefe  few  of  the 
enemy,  who  feeing  their  fate  inevitable,  were  refolved 
to  fell  their  lives  dear:  they  accordingly  fought  with  the 
mod  defperate  refolution,  and,  before  they  fell,  wound- 
ed many  of  our  people. 

Cugna  in  the  mean  while  when  endeavouring  to  land 
at  the  place  he  had  fixed  upon,  was  oppofed  by  the 
enemy's  foldiers  potted  there  for  that  purpofe.  But 
having  attacked  them  very  bifkly,  he  at  laft  put  them 
to  flight,  and  the  Portuguefe  having  got  afhore  purfued 
the  enemy.  Albuquerque's  party  having  met  with  the 
enemy  flying  to  the  fort,  drove  them  back  again  with 
great  precipitation:  a  few  of  them  however  got  fafe 
into  the  fort.  Cugna  being  wholly  intent  on  befieging 
the  fort,  would  not  allow  any  of  his  men  to  purfue 
thofe  who  fled.  The  Portuguefe  therefore,  purfuant 
to  his  orders,  came  before  the  place,  and  attempted 
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to  break  down  the  gates,  thinking  that  the  enemy 
being  ftruck  with  a  panic,  would  make  but  a  faint 
refiftance  :  but  it  happened  quite  ©therwife,  for  the  be- 
fieged,  from  their  towers,  threw  (tones  and  all  manner 
of  miflive  weapons  on  our  people.  Albuquerque  wa$ 
fo  ftunned  with  the  blow  of  a  flone,  that  he  continued 
fpeechlefs  a  confiderable  time.  Cugna  then  command- 
ed a  retreat  to  be  founded,  and  ordered  a  large  can- 
non, and  the  fcaling  ladders  to  be  brought  afhore. 
The  piece  being  planted  oppofite  to  the  gates,  foon 
demolifhed  them.  The  enemy  feeing  their  gates  broke 
down,  and  knowing  their  numbers  to  be  fo  fmall,  that 
they  could  not  withftand  the  Portuguefe  rufhing  in 
from  all  quarters,  ihey  therefore  betook  ihemfelves  to 
the  ftrong.ft  tower  in  the  fort.  Our  people  having 
forced  their  entrance,  took  poficiTion  of  another  tower 
oppofite  to  that  which  the  befieged  intended  to  defend. 
The  enemy  made  fo  gallant  a  defence,  that  Cugna 
was  not  a  little  concerned  to  think  that  fuch  brave  fel- 
lows fhould  be  thus  (laughtered.  He  therefore  gave 
them  to  underiland  by  an  interpreter,  that  he  would 
willingly  fave  them,  and  give  them  liberty,  on  condi- 
tion they  would  forrender.  Tlvy  returned  for  anfwer, 
That  they  accounted  an  honourable  death  greatly  prefer- 
able to  a  jfhamcful  furrtndry.  The  tower  was  at  laft 
taken,  with  the  (laughter  of  all  thofe  who  defended  it, 
excepting  only  one  man,  who  proved  a  moft  excellent 
pilot.  Of  the  Portuguefe  there  were  only  eight  killed, 
and  about  the  fame  number  wounded. 

The  fort  being  thus  taken,  Cugna  fent  a  meffenger 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  let  them  know,  that, 
according  to  his  royal  matter's  inftrucYions,  he  had 
come  into  thefe  parts  to  reftore  them  to  liberty ;  for 
Emmanuel  could  not  endure  to  think  that  a  Chriitian 
people  fhculd  any  longer  groan  under  the  opprelTion 
of  the  Arabians.  The  townfmen  with  uplifted  hands 
returned  thank*  to  heaven,  for  this  deliverance,  and 
prayed  for  profperity  to  Emmanuel.  Cugna  and  all 
•.he  Portuguefe  repaired  to  one  of  the  Arabian  mofques, 
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which  being  purified  and  confecrated,  they  performed 
divine  worfhip  there,  and  offered  up  thankfgivings 
for  their  fuccefs".  The  fort  having  had  feveral  addi- 
tions made  to  its  fortifications,  Alphonfo  Norhogna 
was  appointed  governor  thereof  puriuant  to  the  orders 
of  Emmanuel. 

Gugna  failed  thence  for  India  on  the'ioth  of  Auguft 
1507,  and  having  anchored  in  the  port  of  Cananor, 
made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  prince  of  that  place. 
He  proceeded  next  for  Cochin,  where  he  was  received 
by  Almeed  the  viceroy  with  the  higeft  marks  of  ho- 
nour and  affection.  A  few  days  after  his  arrival,  Al- 
meed having  received  intelligence  that  there  were  fe- 
veral richly  loaded  Arabian  mips,  lying  in  the  port  of 
Pananc,  (a  confiderable  town  belonging  to  the  za- 
morin,  about  fifty  miles  off)  efcortcd  by  a  formidable 
fleet  of  Calicutian  mips  of  war,  under  the  command  of 
one  Cutial,  a  commander  of  great  experience,  he  re- 
folved  to  attack  them  in  the  harbour.  Triftan  Cugna 
offered  his  fervice,  and  very  readily  joined  him  in  this 
expedition.  Almeed  accordingly  fet  out  for  Panane 
with  twelve  mips  of  war,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle. 
The  viceroy  having  taken  a  captive,  was  informed  by 
him  that  the  enemy's  (nips  were  not  yet  launched,  but 
lay  along  the  river  in  their  docks :  Moreover,  that 
Curial  had  fortified  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  each  fide 
with  a  rampart,  which  was  defended  by  a  ftrong  body 
of  foldiers  ;  that  the  town  likewife  was  ftrongly  for- 
tified, and  well  garrifoned,  and  that  Curial  had  under 
his  command  4000  men,  partly  Arabians,  and  partly 
naires  in  the  zamorin's  fervice. 

Almeed  had  brought  with  him  only  700  Portuguefe, 
With  this  body  he  attack'd  the  enemy  in  the  follow, 
ing  manner  ?  it  being  now  low  water,  neither  the  large 
fhips  nor  the  galleys  could  fail  up  the  river,  he  there- 
fore fent  Pedro  Barretto  in  a  long  boat  with  30  men, 
to  fall  upon  the  enemy's  fhips.  Diego  Pereira  follow- 
ed next  with  thirty  more,  who  were  to  attack  the 
Ration   at  the   mouth  of  the  river,  which  ieemed    to 
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threaten  the  greateft  danger.  After  thefe  went  Lau- 
rentio Almeed,  and  Nunez  Cugna,  in  long  boats: 
Almeed  and  Cugna  were  in  the  rear  with  two  galleys. 
In  this  order  our  people,  about  day-break,  rowed  up  the 
river,  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy.  Almeed  and 
Cugna,  however,  were  obliged  to  flay  at  the  mouth, 
the  water  not  being  yet  fufficiently  high.  The  enemy 
difcharged  their  artillery,  and  fhowertd  their  mifiive 
weapons  with  great  fury  on  the  Portuguefe,  who  ne- 
verthelefs,  (till  proceeded,  and  forced  their  way  through 
fire  and  darts.  Barreto,  in  attempting  to  land,  was  fu- 
rioufly  attacked  by  thirty  Arabians,  with  their  heads 
fhaved :  thefe  were  certain  devotees,  of  which  there 
were  great  numbers  amongft  the  enemy, who  had  bound 
themfelves  by  the  moft  terrible  oaths,  not  to  quit 
the  engagement  without  being  victorious  :  fpurred  on, 
by  their  emhufiafm,  they  fought  with  the  molt  des- 
perate bravery  •,  fo  that  the  fight  was  more  fevere  than 
could  be  expected  from  fo  fmall  a  number.  Diego  Pe- 
treio  having  like  wife  got  to  the  place  where  he  was 
appointed  to  land,  was  in  like  manner  fet  upon  by 
Jbme  of  thefe  devotees.  Curial  haftened  to  fucconr. 
his  men,  and  the  conteft  was  equally  hot  on  both  fides. 
The  conflict:  being  thus  begun,  Laurentfia  Almeed  ap- 
proached, and  landed  his  men,  notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  though,  at  the  fame  time,  feveral 
cf  the  Portuguefe  were  dangeroufly  wounded,.  Our 
people,  however,  prefilng  on  with  undaunted  courage, 
at  laft  obliged  them  to  retreat.  Laurentio  having 
killed  fix  of  the  enemy  vyith  his  battle-ax,  was  beheld 
with  the  utmoft  admiration:  for  he  was  a  man  of  a 
large  fize  of  body,  greatly  excelling  in  ftrength,  and 
genteel  in  his  outward  appearance  \  fo  that  wherever. 
he  went  he  ftruck  a  terror  into  the  enemy.  Howe- 
ver, one  of  the  devotees  boldly  attacked  him,  and 
wounded  him  in  the  arm  •,  but  this  man  was  likewife 
killed  by  Laurentio.  Nunez  Cugna,  who  followed 
tarretco,  fought  alfo  with  vaft  intrepidity  •,  he  threw 
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fire  amongft  the  Arabian  fhips,  and  by  this  means 
deftroyed  eighteen  of  them. 

The  engagement  having  thus  continued  for  fome 
time,  the  tide  now  began  to  flow  ;  fo  that  the  galleys 
could  fail  up  the  river.  Almeed  therefore  (for  Triftan 
Cugna  was  prevented  by  a  fudden  fit  of  illnefs)  land- 
ed with  the  royal  ftandard,  to  affift  his  people.  At 
his  arrival  the  enemy  betook  themfelves  to  a  precipi- 
tate flight,  and  the  Portuguefe  purfued  them  as  far  as 
Panane,  which  Almeed  immediately  fired  with  burning 
torches.  The  fight  of  this  city  in  flames  was  a  fpec- 
tacle  no  lefs  difagreeable  to  the  Portuguefe  foldiers 
than  to  the  enemy  ;  for  the  town  was  immenfely  rich, 
and  might  have  afforded  them  confiderable  booty. 
c  What,  faid  they,  fhall  we  never  have  any  reward  for 
c  our  bravery  ?  Our  general,  continued  they,  will  hardly 
«  be  liberal  to  us  out  of  his  own  coffers,  when  he  will 

*  not  even  allow  us  to  acquire  any  advantage  from  the 

*  enemy's  fpoils.  Befides,  does  he  not  confider  that  the 
c  bravery  of  a  foldier  is  whetted  by  generofity,  and  extin- 

*  guifhed   by   a  ftingy  behaviour?    Who   afterwards 

*  will  follow  fuch  a  leader,  when  thofe  by  whofe  means, 

*  he  has  already  gained  fo  many  confiderable  victories, 
c  meet  with  fuch  pitiful  encouragement  V  Such  was 
the  language  of  the  foldiery  on  this  occafion.  But 
Almeed  was  not  a  man  who  affected  to  pleafe  the 
giddy  multitude,  but  clofely  adhered  to  the  rules  of 
wifdom  and  found  reafon  ;  for  he  faw  phinly  what 
mifchief  would  enfue  from  giving  up  the  town  to  be 
plundered  by  the  foldiers,  fince  the  enemy,  who  were 
but  at  a  fmall  diftance,  might  then  feize  the  opportu- 
nity to  fall  upon  the  Portuguefe  draggling  up  and 
down,  and  encumbered  with  booty.  He  knew  more- 
over, with  what  facility  a  confiderable  body  of  the  ene- 
my could  be  of  a  fudden  muttered  up,  fince  all  the 
Calicutian  foldiers  were  generally  ready  for  fuch  alarms, 
and  thus  the  victory  already  acquired  by  our  people, 
might  be  fnatched  out  of  their  hands,  and  the  whole 
army  very   probably    miferably  (laugh :ered.     Of   the 
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enemy  300  fell  in  this  action  •,  many  more  perhaps 
would  have  been  killed,  but  Almeed  would  not  allow 
his  men  to  purfue  them  to  any  great  diftance.  The 
Portuguefe  had  only  eighteen  killed,  but  feveral  were 
wounded.  All  the  enemy's  cannon  was  carried  aboard 
the  fleet. 

Almeed  having  been  thus  fuccefsful,  departed  from 
Cananor,  from  whence  he  fent  Triftan  Cugna  with  Ave 
fhips  richly  loaded   for  Portugal.    The  viceroy  being  a 
perfon  who  always  chafe  to  keep  alive  the  fpirit  of  his 
men  by  action,  and  to  give  the  enemy  as  little  reft  as 
pofTible,   fent  Laurence  Almeed  with  eight  fhips  to 
cruize  on  the  Indian  coaft,  and  to  annoy  the  Arabian 
vefTels.     Laurence  having  accordingly  put  to  fea,   en- 
tered feveral  of  the  enemy's  harbours,  and  fired  many 
of  their  fhips.     He  at  length  anchored  in  the  port  of 
Chaul,  where  he  waited  for  fome  merchant  fhips  com- 
ing from  Cochin,  which  he  was  appointed  to  convoy. 
Chaul  is  a  large  and  opulent  city,  almoft  .adjoining  to 
the  kingdom  of  Cambaye,    through  which  the   Indus 
takes  its  courfe.     Whiift   Laurence  lay   here,    he  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  Campfon   the  Egyptian  fultan 
had  fitted  out  a  formidable  fleet  to  deftroy  the  Portu- 
guefe in  India  :  this  he  did  with  an  intention  not  only 
to  revenge  the  injuries  done  to  himftlf,  but  alfo  to  aflifl 
the  kings  of  Cambaye   and   Calicut,  who  being  his  al- 
lies, had  fent  letters  to  him   earneflly  entreating  that 
he  would  exert  himfelf  to  root  out  a  people  fo  inve- 
terate againfb  the   Mahometans,  and  who   wanted  to 
bring  all  India  under  their  fubje&ion.  This,    they  faid, 
might  be  eafily  com  palled,  fince  the  fultan  was  a  mo- 
narch of  great  power,  and  had  the  braveft  men   in  his 
fervice:    lo  that  with  his  itrength   and  theirs   united, 
they   made   no  queftion   but  they   mould    be  able  to 
crufh  the  Portuguefe  with  the  utmoftfacility. 

In  this  fleet  the  fultan  fent  a  confiderable  number  of 
Mamalukes,  a  dynafty  which  once  ncld  the  fovereignty 
of  Egypt.     They  were  originally  the  children  of  Chri- 
stian parents,  from  whom  being  forcibly  taken  away  in 
6  their 
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their  infancy,  they  were  afterwards  bred  Mahometans, 
and  greatly  diitinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  warlike 
behaviour.  The  Indians  had  heard  much  of  the  re- 
nown and  fame  of  the  Romans,  who  outftrip'd  all 
other  nations  in  military  glory  :  therefore  when  they  firft 
beheld  the  bravery  and  warlike  proWefs  of  thefe  foldiers 
of  the  fultan,  they  were  (truck  with  admiration,  and  by 
way  of  diftinclion  called  them  Rumes,  that  is,  Ro- 
mans. In  like  marker*  when  they  afterwards  became 
eye-witneffes  of  the  gallantry  and  warlike  (kill  of  the 
Pormguefe,  they  called  them  Franks,  the  fame  of  which 
people  had  been  very  great  in  India,  ever  lince  they 
took  Jerufalem  under  Gothifred. 

This  formidable  fleet  manned  with  fo  many  brave 
foldiers,  varioully  affected  the  Indian  princes.  The 
enemies  of  the  Portuguefe  were  mightily  elated  with 
the  hopes  of  victory,  whereas  thofe  in  the  intereft  of 
our  people  were  filled  with  the  utmoft  apprehenfion. 
Almeed  fent  letters  to  his  fon,  ordering  him  not  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  in  India,  but  to  fail  di- 
rectly to  meet  them,  and  to  engage  them  as  foon  as 
poffible  in  the  open  fea.  Laurence  accordingly  made 
all  necefTary  preparations,  and  Was  haftening  to  draw 
out  the  fleer,  in  order  to  fail  for  Diu,  where  he  heard 
the  enemy  then  lay  ♦,  but  r.hey  were  before  hand  with 
him,  for  they  failed  into  the  port  of  Chaul  to  attack 
our  people.  The  fultan's  admiral  was  named  Mir- 
hocem,  a  man  who  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
for  his  bravery  and  experience  in  warlike  affairs.  He 
brought  with  him  fix  galleys,  and  five  large  fhips.  Be- 
fides  Melichiax,  the  king  of  Cambaye's  viceroy  in  Diuf 
fent  him  likewife  thirty  four  (loops  of  war  well  manned, 
and  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
The  galleys  and  (loops  being  rowed  with  oars,  palled 
along  the  coaft  without  being  perceived  t  the  five  re* 
maining  fhips  making  towards  the  harbour  with  a  brifk 
gale,  were  at  firft.  taken  by  our  people  for  the  fleet  of 
Alphonfo  Albuquerque,  who  was  then  daily  expected 
from  the  PeFfian  gulph.     The  Portuguefe  at  the  fight 
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Of  thefe  fhips  were  fo  much  fufpended  betwixt  hope 
and  fear,  that  they  remained  for  fome  time  motionleis ; 
for  they  did  not  heave  up  their  anchors,  nor  put  any 
thing  in  readinefs  for  an  engagement.     Mirhocem  hav- 
ing a  fair  wind  made  up  the  river,  and  patted  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  and  then  difcharged  fome  balls  and  darts ;  by 
which  means  he  wounded  feveral,and  killed  a  Portuguefe 
nobleman  named  Roderigo  Pereyra.     Our  people  an- 
fwered  them  very  brifkly,  and  killed  or  wounded  ma- 
ny of  the  enemy.     Mirhocem  having  failed  up  farther, 
came  to  anchor  near  the  city.     Melichiaz,  however, 
remained  that  day  without  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 
Laurence   thinking   there  was    no   time    to  be   loft, 
ordered  to    weigh   anchor     directly,    being  -  refolved 
immediately  to  attack  the  enemy's  flag-fhip  :    but  as 
Melichiaz  had  not  entered  the  port,  Mirhocem  did  not 
choofe  to  come  to  an  engagement  that  day ;  and  that 
he  might  not  be  forced  thereto,  he  fent  out  fome  of 
his  galleys  to  hinder  the  Portuguefe  boats  from  heaving 
the  anchors. 

The  following  day,  however,  Laurence  having 
weighed,  failed  againft  Mirhocem's  fhip,  but  the  tide 
beginning  to  ebb,  and  the  wind  failing,  he  could  not 
come  clofe  to  the  enemy  v  the  engagement  was  carried 
on  at  a  little  difiance,  with  the  cannon  and  miflive  wea- 
pons ;  but  the  enemy's  flag-fhip  being  higher-decked 
than  the  Portuguefe  vefTcls,  the  weapons  thrown  from 
thence  did  considerable  execution  amongft  our  people, 
and  Laurence  himfelf  was  wounded.  Thofe  aboard 
Laurence's  fhip  finding  themfelves  quire  becalmed,  and 
the  tide  againft  them,  and  that  they  could  not  come  to 
clofe  quarters  with  the  enemy,  they  therefore  advifed 
the  captain  to  tack  about  and  return.  But  Laurence, 
ipurred  on  by  heat  of  youth,  and  by  a  falfe  notion  of 
courage,  would  not  liften  to  this  advice,  which  to  him 
feemed  mod  fcandalous.  The  reft  of  the  officers, 
however,  ftood  out  againft  his  rcfolution ;  and  whilft 
they  were  confulting  how  they  could  extricate  them- 
f jives  out  of  the  prefcnt  difficulty,  Laurence  received 

another 


BookV.       the  PORTUGUESE,  &c.  197 

another  defperate  wound  in  the  face  from  a  dart.  In 
order,  however,  to  come  as  clofe  to  the  enemy  as  pof- 
fible,  he  and  Pedro  Barreto  forced  their  way  up  the 
river  as  far  as  they  could.  However,  as  they  were 
yet  unable  to  grapple  the  enemy,  the  fight  was  con- 
tinued with  the  cannon  ;  which  being  fired  very  brifk- 
]y  on  both  fides,  many  were  killed,  and  many  fo  de- 
fperately  wounded  as  to  be  obliged  to  quit  the  engage- 
ment. The  Portuguefe  galleys  and  the  lower  decked 
vefifels,  though  the  tide  was  againft  them,  made  to- 
wards the  reft  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  and  attacked  them 
with  the  utmoft  refolution.  -  Pelagio  Soufa  was  the  firft 
who  boarded  one  of  their  galleys,  and  was  immediate*. 
ly  followed  by  Ambrofe  Pazagna,  Fernando  Petreio 
Andrade,  and  fome  others,  who  being  fpurred  on  by 
the  higheft  emulation,  fought  with  the  greateft  intre- 
pidity •,  fo  that  this  vcflfel  was  foon  taken,  and  all 
aboard  killed.  Duarte  Petreio,  in  like  manner,  at- 
tacked and  took  another  galley  •,  two  more  were  like- 
wife  taken  by  the  Portuguefe  captains,  who  command* 
ed  the  low  deck'd  fhips,  and  the  reft  of  the  enemy's 
galleys  fheered  off.  The  tide  beginning  now  to  turn* 
Pelagio  Soufa  anil  Diego  Petreio,  towed  along  the  vef- 
fels  they  had  taken  to  Laurence  Almeed's  fhip ;  and 
feeing  the  admiral  himfelf,  as  well  as  moft  of  his  men 
wounded,  they  advifed  him  not  to  offer  to  board  the 
enemy's  flag-fhip,  but  at  a  diftance  to  ply  her  and  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  with  the  cannon  *,  for  this  was  the 
fafeft  way  to  fink  them.  But  Laurence  rejected  this 
advice,  faying,  that  as  the  enemy's  fhips  were  large 
and  well  furnimed,  it  would  therefore  be  better  to  take 
them,  which  he  thought  might  be  eafily  done,  than 
to  deftroy  them. 

The  following  day  Melichiaz,  who,  as  we  mention- 
ed above,  remained  near  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
having  now  the  wind  and  tide  favourable,  failed  to 
Mirhocem's  fhip.  His  arrival  ir.fufed  frefh  fpirits  into 
the  enemy,  and  threw  the  Portuguefe  into  the  utmoft 
conlkrnation  5  for  they  had  perceived  nothing  of  this 
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fleet  till  it  was  juft  at  hand.  The  citizens  of  Chaul 
Jikewife  fet  up  fhouts  of  joy  •,  and  (hewed  by  their 
whole  behaviour,  that  the  deftruction  of  our  people 
would  afford  them  the  greateft  fatisfacliion.  The  Por- 
tuguefe officers  having  held  a  council  of  war  aboard 
theadmiral,  alrnoft  every  one  was  of  opinion, that  as  the 
greateft  part  of  our  foldiers  were  wounded,  or  lpent  with 
fatigue,  Laurence  himfelf  in  fuch  a  dangerous  condi- 
tion, the  Portuguefe  fhips  very  much  mattered,  the 
enemy  reinforced  by  fo  confiderable  a  fleet,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Chaul  fo  much  bent  againft  our  people ; 
for  thefe  reafons  it  would  be  the  utmofl  rafhnefs  to  re- 
main longer  in  that  harbour  :  that  therefore,  as  foon  as 
the  tide  and  wind  favoured,  they  ought  to  put  out  to 
Tea  in  the  filence  of  the  night.  This  refolution  being 
unanimoufly  approved  of,  they  accordingly  weighed, 
and  {tt  fail  about  midnight  :  but  this  was  not  done 
with  fo  much  fecrecy  as  to  efcape  the  knowledge  of 
the  enemy,  who  having  purfued  the  Portuguefe  with 
the  utmofl:  expedition,  came  up  with  the  admiral  in 
the  rear,  which  they  furrounded.  They  gave  her  a 
fhot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  fo  that  the  fea  breaking 
in  upon  her,  fhe  could  not  be  fleered*;  and  at  laft  ran 
aground  on  a  fi merman's  bar,  which  lay  concealed  un- 
der the  water.  Pelagio  Soufa  obferving  this,  tied  a 
rope  to  her  from  his  galley,  which  he  ordered  to  be 
rowed  with  the  utmoft  vigour ;  but  the  fhip  was  fixed 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  me  could  not  be  got  off.  Me- 
lichiaz  feeing  that  fhe  was  unmoveable,  looked  upon 
her  as  his  own,  and  therefore  haftened  to  furround  the 
galley.  The  Portuguefe  aboard  this  veflfel,  being  moft- 
Jy  fpent  with  wounds  or  fatigue,  and  finding  them- 
felves  unable  to  withftand  the  enemy,  without  Soufa's 
knowledge,  cut  the  cable  faftened  to  Laurence's  fhipi 
This  being  done,  the  galley  was  hurried  away  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity  by  the  violence  of  the  tide  ;  fo  that 
though  Souia  called  aloud  to  his  men  to  return,  yet  all 
he  could  fay  or  do,  availed  nothing.  The  vefTel  was 
carried  at  laft  near  to  the  place  where  Pedro  Barreto, 
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Duarte  Melos,  Diego  Petreio,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Portuguefe  commanders  lay  with  their  fhips.  All  of 
them  had  the  ftrongeft  defire  to  affift  Laurence  in  the 
prefent  danger,  but  this,  to  their  regret,  they  were 
unable  to  do,  becaufe  of  the  violence  of  the  tide 
againfl  them.  ,  Laurence  was  advifed  by  his  men  to 
get  aboard  a  proe,  fent  to  him  on  purpofe  that  he  might 
make  his  efcape.  This  advice  he  rejected  with  the 
higheft  indignation,  and  exprefTed  himfelf  in  the  mod: 
menacing  language  to  the  authors  thereof :  for  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  mod  fcandalous  to  fly  from 
a  danger  in  which  his  fellpw-foldiers  were  to  be  left. 
As  for  his  part,  he  dreaded  difhonour  more  than  death. 
Befides,  he  pofferTed  ftrong  hopes,  that  with  the  incon- 
fiderable  force  he  had,  he  mould  be  able  to  hold  out 
againfl  the  enemy  till  the  tide  began  to'turn,  when  the 
reft  of  the  Portuguefe  vefTels  could  come  to  his  relief. 
In  his  fhip  there  were  100  men,  70  of  whom  were 
wounded.  He  formed  them  into  three  divifions,  one 
of  which  he  entrufted  to  Emmanuel  Pazagna,  to  guard 
the  hatchway,  the  fecond  he  gave  to  Francifco  de  Na- 
baez,  to  fecure  the  forecaftle,  and  the  third  he  referyed 
for  himfelf,  to  defend  the  ftern.  The  enemy  feeing 
our  people  preparing  to  defend  themfelves  with  the  ut- 
moft  refolution,  did  not  choofe  to  come  to  clofe  quar- 
ters with  fuch  a  fet  of  refolute  men,  pufhed  by  ex- 
treme defpair,  which  will  even  make  cowards  fight 
with  intrepidity.  However,  being  within  cannon  fhor^ 
they  fired  on  Laurence's  fhip  very  brifkly  •,  fo  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  feen  but  fmoak.  Our  people,  in  their 
turn,  poured  feveral  mots  into  the  enemy.  Laurence 
animated  his  men  by  the  moft  encouraging  fpeeches ; 
was  prefent  every  where,  and  performed  the  part  of  a 
moft  excellent  commander.  Having  at  laft  received 
a  fhot  in  his  thigh,  which  quite  difabled  him,  by  his 
own  defire  he  was  then  placed  in  a  chair  lafhed  to  the 
maft  :  thence  he  gave  orders  to  his  men,  and  fpurred 
them  on  to  fignalize  themfelves  by  their  gallant  beha- 
viour.    Whilft  he  was  thus  bufied,  he  received  a  fhot 
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in  his  breaft,  which  killed  him.  The  fhip  had  now  loft  all 
her  rigging,  and  was  leaky  in  feveral  places :  the  ene- 
my endeavoured  to  board  her  thrice,  but  were  as  of- 
ten mod  vigoroufly  repulfed.  However,  at  the  fourth 
attempt  they  forced  their  entrance,  after  a  confiderable 
(laughter.  Our  people,  however,  in  this  extremity 
fought  with  amazing  courage,  being  refolved  to  fell 
their  lives  as  dear  as  poflible.  Melichiaz  obferving  the 
gallant  behaviour  of  the  Portuguefe,  could  not  endure 
to  think  that  fuch  brave  men  mould  thus  miferablyperifti: 
twenty  now  only  furvived ;  thefe  he  preferved  with 
the  mod  tender  humanity.  In  the  admiral  about  80 
men  were  killed,  and  about  70  more  in  the  reft  of  the 
fhips,  amongft  whom  were  many  perfons  of  nobility 
and  renown. 

The  other  commanders,  who  were  hindered  by  the 
tide  from  affifting  Laurentio,  feeing  the  (hip  taken 
and  funk,  thought  their  (laying  longer  would  avail  no- 
thing •,  they  therefore  flood  out  to  fea  with  crouded 
fails,  and  directed  their  courfe  for  Cananor.  Having 
reached  this  place,  they  difpatched  from  thence  Pedro 
Gnaia  for  Cochin,  to  inform  Almced  of  the  deplor- 
able fate  of  his  fon.  This  melancholy  news  filled  the 
Portuguefe  with  the  deeped:  forrow  ;  for  Laurence 
was  not  only  a  man  of  bravery,  but  alfo  of  the  greateft 
humanity  :  by  which  and  his  integrity  fo  much  re- 
fembling  that  of  his  father,  he  had  made  himfelf  uni- 
verfally  beloved  ;  fo  that  his  death  was  unfdgnedly  re- 
gretted by  all  his  friends  and  acquaintance.  The  king 
of  Cochin  was  greatly  affected  with  this  misfortune* 
and  he  went  immediately  to  Almeed,  partly  to  con- 
dole with  him,  and  partly  to  folace  him,  that  he  might 
not  be  too  much  depreffed  by  fo  great  a  lofs.  But 
Almeed,  who  on  many  occafions  had  fhewn  himfelf 
to  be  endowed  with  the  utmoft  fortitude  of  foul,  at 
this  time  gave  an  illuftrious  proof  thereof :  for  though 
he  had  loft  his  only  ion,  a  youth  no  lefs  diftinguifhed 
for  his  bravery  than  his  virtuous  difpofition,  yet  he 
bore  this  misfortune  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  feemed 

not 
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not  to  ftand  in  need  of  any  one  to  footh  his  forrow ; 
nay,  he  even  advifed  thofe  about  him  not  to  give  them- 
felves  up  to  mourning  and  lamentation.     He   faid, 

*  That  in  his  prayers  he  had  never  defired  long  life, 

*  but  extraordinary  virtue  for  his  fon  5  for  human  life 
'  was  but  a  fhort  fpan,  but  the  reward  of  virtue  ever- 
4  lafting  :  that  all  our  trials  in  this  world  flowed  from 

*  a  Divine  providence  •,  and  as  for  his  part,  he  thanked 

*  God,  who  had  honoured  his  boy  with  Co  glorious  a 

*  death.  Befides,  that  he  hoped  the  Almighty  being 
c  would  reward  the  youth  with  a  heavenly  treafure, 

*  which  is  incorruptible.  But  (added  he)  if  there  is  any 
«  one  prefent  who  had  an  affe&ion  for  my  fon,  let  him 

*  fhew  it  by  his  actions,  and  not  by  womanifh  tears ; 

*  for  now  I  am  determined  to  revenge  his  death ;  and 

*  he  who  alTifts  me  with  the  greateft  courage  in  this 
'  affair,  him  will  I  efleem  with  as  much  affection  as  I 
c  did  my  own  fon.'  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  expref- 
lions,  as  they  rendered  him  more  worthy  of  ad- 
miration, Co  like  wife  did  they  draw  more  tears  from 
the  fpedtators  \  for  the  greater  conftancy  and  fortitude 
of  foul  he  feemed  to  poffefs,  this  made  him  appear  to 
be  more  worthy  of  pity  and  compaffion. 

Whilft  thefe  things  happened  in  India,  Emmanuel 
was  extremely  afliduous  in  carrying  on  his  defigns  in 
Africa.  At  this  time  he  had  formed  a  refolution  to 
take  Azamor,  an  Afncan  town,  fituated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Ommiraby,  near  the  Atlantic  ocean,  about 
80  miles  north  of  Saffia.  He  was  likewife  the  more 
induced  to  think  he  could  carry  this  place,from  the  pro- 
mifes  of  a  certain  Moorifli  prince,  who  at  this  time 
arrived  in  Portugal.  His  name  was  Zeiam  ;  he  had 
reigned  over  the  city  of  Miquenez,  fituated  in  the  in- 
land parts  npt  far  from  Fez,  and  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  villages  belonged  to  his  dominions.  He  was 
brother-in-law  to  Mahumed  king  of  Fez,  who  had 
married  his  fitter  ;  but  Nazzarrio,  Mahumed's  brother, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  kingdom  of  Fez,  like  a  true 
Moor,  in  violation  of  all  the  ties  of  treaty  and  con- 
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fanguinity,  attacked  Zeiam,  and  drove  him  out  his  do- 
minions. He  being  thus  ftripc  of  his  crown,  fled  to 
Azamor  ;  for  he  thought  he  was  beloved  at  this  place, 
and  that  the  citizens  therefore  would  receive  him  kind- 
ly, and  acknowledge  his  authority.  Zeiam,  however, 
being  difappointed  in  his  expectations  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  city,  betook  hirr.felf  then  to  king  Em- 
manuel, to  whom  he  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance;  and 
if  his  Portuguefe  majefty  would  fit  out  a  fmall  fleet, 
he  faid  he  would  undertake  to  bring  Azamor,  and  fe- 
veral  other  places  under  his  power :  for  as  he  had  ma- 
ny friends,  relations,  and  vafTals  in  Azamor,  he  made 
no  doubt  but  they  would  readily  deliver  up  the  city  ; 
efpecially  as  they  were  at  prefent  heartily  tired  of  the 
tyrannical  oppreilion  which  they  groaned  under,  and 
moreover  allured  by  the  fame  of  Emmanuel's  clemen- 
cy, they  would  gladly  embrace  an  opportunity  of  com- 
ing under  his  protection.  Emmanuel  confidering  the 
circumftances  of  this  perfon  ;  that  he  had  been  treated 
mod  injurioufly,  and  therefore  had  a  juftcaufe  to  harbour 
refentment ;  and  moreover,  not  perceiving  that  falfe- 
hood  in  this  affair  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  author, 
or  perhaps  chiefly  actuated  by  that  principle  which 
makes  us  believe  thofe  things  to  be  true  which  we  wifli 
to  be  fo,  he  gave  credit  to  the  Moor,  and  fitted  out  a 
fleet  which  he  gave  to  the  command  of  John  Menez. 

The  fleet  failed  from  Lifbon  the  26th  of  July  1508, 
with  an  army  of  four  hundred  horfe  and  two  thoufand 
foot  aboard.  The  Portuguefe  foon  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  In  the  filence  of  the  night  they  failed  up 
with  the  tide  ;  and  having  come  to  an  anchor  under  the 
walls  of  Azamor,  began  to  ftorm  the  city.  The  in- 
habitants made  a  gallant  defence,  difcharging  upon  the 
aiTailants  great  quantities  of  torches,  darts,  and  leaden 
bullets.  They  likewife  attempted  to  burn  our  fhips 
with  large  beams  of  wood,  which  beicg  pitched  over 
and  lighted,  they  launched  out  of  machines  amongft 
the  Portuguefe  fleet,  tylany  of  the  enemy  too,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  marched  out  of  the  city,  patroled  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  and  vigoroufly  oppofed  the  landing  of 
our  forces.  Menez  every  moment  expected  the  affift- 
ance  of  Zeiam  -,  but  this  man,  fickle  and  faithlefs, 
like  the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  though  at  firft  he  pro- 
mifed  frequently  to  come,  yet  it  was  foon  perceived 
that  he  only  amufed  Menez  with  artful  evafions ;  nay, 
he  at  laft  proceeded  to  open  hoflilities  againft  our 
people.  Having  now  come  to  an  agreement  with  the 
citizens,  he  had  fix  thoufand  men  under  his  command  ; 
thefe  he  drew  up  near  the  fhore,  and  was  refolved  to 
ufe  his  utmoft  efforts  to  deftroy  the  Portuguefe.  Me- 
nez, nevertheless,  landed  all  his  forces,  and  encamped 
them  near  the  more.  The  Moors,  knowing  the  coun- 
try to  be  convenient  for  their  purpofes,  placed  them- 
felves  in  ambufh  in  three  woody  places  betwixt  the  fhore 
and  the  walls.  Another  party  having  marched  from  the 
city,  advanced  to  meet  Menez,  who  was  far  from  de- 
clining an  engagement.  He  drew  up  his  men  in  three 
lines ;  the  firft  confiding  of  one  hundred  horfe,  he  gave 
to  the  Conde  di  Tentugal  5  and  appointed  John  Ma« 
fcaregn  to  command  the  fecond,  which  contained  one 
hundred  and  fifty  horfe  ;  the  third  line,  which  con- 
fided of  a  battalion,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
horfe  on  the  right  and  left  wings,  he  referved  for  him- 
felf.  In  this  order  Menez  attacked  the  enemy,  who 
being  unable  to  withftand  the  charge  of  fo  ftrong  a 
body,  fled  into  the  town  with  much  greater  fpeed  than 
they  deiigned  ;  for  their  fcheme  was  to  have  retreated 
gradually  till  they  had  drawn  Menez  into  the  ambuf- 
cade,  when  the  Moors  were  to  have  rufhed  forth,  and 
the  Portuguefe  being  thus  furrounded,  might  have  been 
eafily  cut  to  pieces.  The  townfmen  being  afraid  that 
our  people  prefiing  clofe  on  the  enemy  flying,  might 
force  their  entrance  into  the  city,  immediately  fhut  the 
gates.  The  Moors,  who  were  thus  excluded,  having 
faced  about,  fought  with  the  mod  defperate  refolution  % 
and  the  conflict  was  accordingly  renewed  with  the 
keeneft  obftinacy  on  both  fides.     But  thofe  who  lay  in 
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ambum,  having  rufhed  forth,  charged  the  Portuguefc 
with  great  fury ;  but  the  Conde  di  Tentugal,  and  John 
Mafcaregn,  who  were  left  with  their  men  by  Menez 
as  a  body  of  referve,  gave  them  a  warm  reception. 
Zeiam  immediately  haftened  with  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment to  affift  his  people,  and  the  Moorifh  cavalry  pour- 
ing in  from  the  neighbouring  villages,  attempted  to 
furround  the  Portuguefe. 

Menez  finding  himfelf  thus  threatened  with  danger 
on  all  fides,  thought  it  mod  expedient  to  retreat;  he 
accordingly  drew  off  his  men  without  the  lead  dis- 
order or  confufion.  The  body  of  referve  hearing  the 
retreat  founded,  immediately  broke  through  the  Moors 
who  had  rufhed  from  the  ambufh,  and  Menez  in  the 
rear,  with  the  utmofl  intrepidity  repulfed  thofe  who 
preffed  on  him  from  the  town.  Thus  our  people  hav- 
ing firft  got  to  their  camp,  betook  themfelves  after- 
wards to  their  mips.  In  this  a&ion  fixteen  Portuguefe 
were  killed,  amongft  whom  were  feveral  perfons  of 
nobility  and  diftinguifhed  courage.  Of  the  enemy, 
£S  it  was  afterwards  found,  there  fell  one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty  men.  John  Roderigo  Sala  had  his 
horfe  killed,  and  he  himfelf  would  certainly  have  fhared 
the  fame  fate,  had  it  not  been  for  John  Homo  and 
Fernando  Faria,  two  brave  men,  who,  by  their  gallan- 
try, refcued  him  from  the  moll  imminent  danger.  The 
Moorifh  officer,  who  had  killed  Roderigo's  horfe,  be- 
ing (lain  by  Faria,  Roderigo  then  mounted  the  Moor's, 
and  made  his  efcape.  Menez  being  greatly  difcou raged 
by  Zeiam's  perfidy,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  knowing 
the  town  to  be  ftrongly  fortified  and  garrifoned,  con- 
cluded it  to  be  almoft  impracticable  to  take  it  with  fo 
fmall  a  force,  and  therefore  refolved  to  wade  no  lon- 
ger time  in  the  fiege.  But  the  moon  being  then  in 
the  decreafe,  the  tides  were  fo  low,  that  the  mips  had 
not  a  proper  depth.  Befides,  the  mariners  heaved  up 
their  anchors,  and  made  off  with  (o  much  precipita- 
tion, that  fome  of  their  fmaller  vefifcls  bulged  upon  the 
fhelves,  and  funk.  Qne  of  the  largeft  galleys  having 
i  run 
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run  aground,  was  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  kill- 
ed thirty  of  the  rowers,  and  then  fired  her.  Thefe 
men,  however,  made  a  brave  defence,  and  before  they 
fell  killed  eighteen  of  the  enemy.  Menez  now  flood 
out  to  fea,  and  fleered  for  the  (freights  of  Gibraltar.  In 
his  way  thither  he  took  fome  fhips ;  and  having  touch- 
ed at  Alcazar-Quivir,  where  there  was  a  Portuguefe 
garrifon,  according  to  Emmanuel's  orders,  he  left  John 
Roderigo  Sala  as  governor  of  the  place. 

In  the  mean  while  a  report  prevailed*  that  the  king 
of  Fez  was  advancing  to  befiege  Arzila,  with  a  for- 
midable body  of  troops.  The  affair  had  been  carried 
on  with  fo  much  fecrecy,  that  the  army  was  levied, 
furnifhed  with  artillery  and  all  manner  of  warlike 
(lores,  and  ready  to  march  before  any  one  could  con- 
jecture the  king's  defign:  he  was  at  the  head  of  20000 
horfe,  and  1 20000  foot.  Vafco  Coutign  Conde  di  Borbe 
was  at  that  time  governor  of  Arzila.  As  foon  as  he 
heard  of  the  enemy's  approach,  he  fent  a  party  of  his 
foldiers  to  take  fome  Moors  by  furprize.  This  being 
accordingly  put  in  execution,  he  learnt  from  the  cap- 
tives the  king's  defign,  the  number  of  his  army,  and 
every  other  particular  of  which  he  wanted  to  be  in- 
formed. He  then  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Duarte  Me 
nez,  commandant  of  Tangier,  and  another  to  John 
Menez,  then  cruizing  on  the  neighbouring  coafts,  in- 
forming them  of  the  danger  with  which  he  was  threa- 
tened. 

On  the  19th  of  October  150.8,  the  king  of  Fez 
came  before  the  city.  The  following  day  the  enemy 
having  moved  up  their  covered  galleries  and  mantelets, 
and  all  other  implements  for  a  fiege,  they  began  to 
cannonade  and  undermine  the  walls,  and  to  throw  great 
numbers  of  darts  amongft  the  befieged.  The  garrifon 
confided  only  of  four  hundred  men,  who  ufed  their 
utmofl  efforts  to  withfland  tliQ  enemy.  The  afifauk 
was  continued  incefiant  till  night.  Next  day  our  people 
jaw  them  lei  ves  blockaded  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  placed  flrong  nations,  thrown  up  ramparts, 
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and  ranged  their  artillery  in  order.  They  had  like- 
wife  erected  batteries,  and  planted  cannon  along  the 
fhore  to  hinder  the  befieged  from  receiving  any  fuc- 
cour  by  fea  :  they  had  alio  placed  large  cafks  filled  with 
earth  and  fand,  in  order  to  cover  them  from  the  Por- 
tuguefe  cannon.  Befides,  feveral  of  them  were  armed 
wjth  flings,  crofsbows,  and  mufquets  *,  thefe  as  foon  as 
they  few  any  of  the  befieged  on  the  walls,  directly  let 
fly  at  them  •,  fo  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  danger 
that  any  of  our  people  durit  fhew  thcmfelves  on  the 
battlements.  Moreover,  the  enemy  under  cover  of 
their  galleries,  fapped  the  walls  with  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition ;  fo  that  having  a  continual  fupply  of  frefh  men, 
and  the  work  being  carried  on  without  intermiffion, 
that  very  day  a  conliderable  part  of  the  wall  was  laid 
in  ruins.  The  enemy  immediately  mounted  the  breach. 
Coutign  with  fifty  men  oppofed  them  with  great  cou- 
rage, but  having  received  a  terrible  wound  in  his  arm 
with  a  dart,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the  fort,  leav- 
ing George  Barreto  his  (on- in-law,  to  command  in  his 
abfence.  The  Portuguefe  foldiers  finding  themfelves 
overpowered  by  numbers,  and  difheartened  by  the  de- 
parture of  -Coutign^  fled  into  the  fort.  Every  thing 
now  had  a  mod  difmal  appearance  in  the  city,  from 
the  fhriekingof  the  women,  and  the  diffraction  of  the 
foldiers,  who  had  neither  refolution  to  fly  nor  to  die 
bravely.  The  enemy  committed  the  utmoft  barbari- 
ties, for  their  inhumanity  was  fuch,  that  they  fpared 
neither  fex  nor  age.  The  inhabitants  thronged  into 
the  fort  in  fuch  crouds,  that  they  hindered  each  other. 
The  miferable  outcries  of  thofe  who  could  not  get  en- 
trance, and  of  the  women,  efpecially  with  their  chil- 
dren in  their  arms,  imploring  companion  not  only  for 
themfelves,  but  for  their  babes,  quire  difpirited  thofe 
in  the  fort,  and  rendered  them  almoft  lifelefs.  The 
enemy  prefTed  upon  our  people  flying,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  force  their  way  into  the  fort  :  the  gates,  how- 
ever, were  at  laft  (hut  with  great  difficulty,  but  feve- 
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ral  of  the  inhabitants  being  left  without  were  cruelly 
maffacred.     The  enemy  then  plundered  the  city. 

Menez  having  received  an  exprefs  concerning  this 
difafter,  immediately  failed  with  fome  mips  for  Arzila; 
but  when  he  reached  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  the 
weather  was  fo  ftormy  that  he  could  not  enter :  for 
when  the  wind  is  high,  this  haven  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous, by  reafon  of  its  great  number  of  (helves.  Be- 
sides, he  did  not  choofe  to  venture  till  he  knew  whe- 
ther the  fort  was  taken  by  the  enemy  :  for- if  this  was 
the  cafe,  he  faw  plainly  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe, 
and  the  higheft  madnefs  to  go  afliore  with  fo  imall  a 
force  to  engage  io  numerous  an  enemy.  He  lay  at  an- 
chor three  days,  uncertain  how  to  act  in  fuch  a  critical 
juncture.  Heatlaft  difpatched  two  trufty  friends,  in  a 
long  boat  well  manned,  to  try  if  they  could  approach 
the  fort  fituate  upon  the  fea  coalt.  They  accordingly, 
with  the  utmoft  danger,  forced  their  way  through  the 
boifterous  waves,  amidft  the  fire  and  darts  difcharged 
from  the  enemy's  Rations  ;  thofe  in  the  fort  having  de- 
fcried  the  long-boat,  hung  out  the  Portuguefe  (landard 
from  a  window,  and  called  aloud  Portugal,  Portugal. 
The  women  too,  in  the  fort,  held  ouc  their  children 
in  their  arms,  in  order  to  excite  the^ompafiion  of  thofe 
without,  and  to  ftir  them  up  to  bring  fuccour  in  the  pre- 
fent  extremity.  Coutign  lent  two  men  who  could  fwim 
well,with  letters  for  Menez, informing  him  of  themifer- 
able  condition  of  our  people  in  the  fort,  and  telling  him 
the  readied  way  to  Ripply  them  with  proviflons,  by 
the  want  of  which  they  were  greatly  diilrefled.  Me- 
nez without  delay  put  his  foldiers  aboard  the  lowefl 
deckt  veftels,  fuch  as  might  ride  mod  fafely  in  the 
mallow  harbour.  He  likewifc  made  public  proclama- 
tion, that  all  thofe  who  by  the  laws  were  condemned 
to  fuffcr  death  or  ban i foment,  mould  have  a  free  par- 
don, provided  they  behaved  with  gallantry  on  this 
occafion.  Moreover,  he  promifed  to  give  five  hun- 
dred ducats  a^  a  reward,  to  the  man  who  mould  nrO: 
venture  afliore. 

X  2  The 
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The  following  day  the  Portuguefe  rowed  up  towards 
the  harbour  ;  Courign  having  perceived  them  from  the 
fort,  according  to  his  agreement  with  Menez,  fent  out 
at  the  poftern  gate  thirty  of  the  cavalry  on  horfeback, 
and  fome  others  a- foot,  on  whofe  courage  he  greatly 
relied,   to  affift  our  people  when   they  difembarked. 
This  was  a  fignal  to  Menez  to  land  his  forces ;  he 
therefore  fird  ordered  his  men  to  make  a  general  dis- 
charge of  their  cannon,  and  to  pour  their  darts  upon 
the  enemy  :  this  being  done,  the  enemy  had  many  of 
their  men  killed,  and  quitted  the  more  in  the  ut mod 
condensation.     The  Portuguefe  drove  with  emulation 
who  mould  land  fir  ft  -,  fome  being  pufhed  on  by  the 
prom i fed  reward*  fome  by  the  hopes  of  indemnity, 
whilft  others  were  incited  to  encounter  the  danger  from 
a  love  of  glory  and  renown.     The  firft  man  who  got 
afhore  was  Triflan  Menez,  who  came  in  John  Rode- 
rlgo  Sala's  boat,  followed  by  thofe  of  John  Roderigo, 
and  Henry  Menez.     Next  to  thefe  came  John  Homo 
in  his  boat.     Of  the  chief  officers,  John  Mafcaregn, 
mafter  of  the  light  horfe,  was  the  firft  who  landed.     A 
confiderable  body  of  the  enemy  now  advanced  againft 
our  people,  and  the  conflict  was  begun  with  great  fu- 
ry on  both  fides.     Many  of  the  enemy  being  killed, 
and  many  wounded,  they  at  lad  retired.     The  Por- 
tuguefe then  affaulted  and  took  the  neareft  of  the  fta- 
tions  :  thofe  who  fallied  out  of  the  fort  greatly  di- 
ftinguifhed  themfelves  on  this  occafion.     Six  pieces  of 
cannon  taken  from  the  enemy   were  carried  into  the 
fort,  whither  likewife  were  fent  two  hundred  men  com- 
manded by  John  Mafcaregn,  with  a  fupply  of  provi- 
iions,  arms,  and  ammunition.     This  feafonable  relief 
gave  great  fpirits  to  the   befieged,  who  had  hitherto 
endured  the  utmoft  hardfhips  :  for  as  the  enemy  at- 
tacked them  unexpectedly,  thofe  in  the  fort  were  un- 
provided with  every  thing  neceffary  towithftand  a  fiege. 
They  were  alfo  worn  out  with  third,  hunger,  watch- 
ing, and  fatigue :  mod  of  them  were  likewife  wound- 
ed. -y  fo  that  there  was  hardly  one  man  amongd  them 
i  able 
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able  to  throw  a  weapon.  The  Conde  di  Tentugal  was 
terribly  wounded  by  a  bullet  on  the  more,  and  was 
therefore  obliged  to  return  to  Tangier,  from  whence  he 
came.  Emmanuel  Coutign,  and  John  Pimenta,  were 
killed  in  this  action,  and  many  other  brave  men, 
who  that  day  greatly  fignalized  themfelves  by  their  gal- 
lant behaviour. 

Menez  had  fent  exprefles  to  Emmanuel,  defiring 
him  to  fend  fuccour  with  all  poflible  expedition.  He 
had  likewife  difpatched  meflengers  into  Spain  to  the 
fame  purpofe.  Pedro  Navarre,  a  gentleman  of  high 
renown,  was  at  that  time  admiral  of  a  Spanifh  fleet 
lying  in  the  harbour  of  Gibraltar,  him  Menez  alfo 
carneftly  folicited  for  aid  ;  all  of  them  accordingly  pre- 
pared to  bring  afiiftance  without  delay.  Mean  while 
the  fort  was  ftormed  with  the  utmoft  vigour ;  nor  was 
the  lead  refpite  given  to  the  befieged.  The  firft  per- 
fon  who  brought  afiiftance  from  Spain  was  king  Fer- 
dinand's lord  lieutenant  of  Xerez  ;  his  name,  how- 
ever, I  do  not  find  recorded  in  hiftory.  He  failed  with 
one  fhip  well  manned,  and  furnimed  with  provifions 
and  all  manner  of  warlike  ftores.  The  enemy  had  fo 
fortified  themfelves  with  trenches,  that  the  cannon  from 
the  fort  could  do  them  very  little  damage  ;  he  there- 
fore cruized  along  the  coaft  till  he  came  oppofite  to 
the  weakefl  part  of  the  enemy's  camp,  when  firing 
verybrifkly  he  threw  them  into  the  utmoft  coniternation: 
and  when  the  enemy  pointed  their  cannon  againft  him, 
he  tacked  about  with  fo  great  expedition,  that  he  baffled 
all  their  efforts.  He  made  a  fecond  attack  on  them 
when  they  dreamt  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  annoyed 
them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  obliged  the  king  of 
Fez  to  move  his  camp.  Pedro  Navarre  being  an  active 
and  indefatigable  man,  foon  likewife  came  to  the  afiift- 
ance of  our  people  with  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
foldiers  under  his  command  :  he  and  M^nez  having 
entered  into  a  confutation  about  what  meafures  were 
proper  to  be  purfued,  relblved  next  day  to  attack  the 
enemy's  camp.     The  king  finding  that  our  people  had 
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received  fuch  a  confiderable  reinforcement,  began  now 
to  give  over  all  thoughts  of  continuing  the  ficge  of  the 
fort,  and  ordered  the  town  to  be  fired. 

There  was  at  this  time,  in  the  king  of  Fez*'s  camp, 
a  nobleman  whom  Menez  had  taken  prifoner  in  battle, 
and  had  treated,  during  his  captivity,  with  the  utmoft 
civility  and  politenefs:  this  perfon,  after  he  wasranfom- 
ed,  beftowed  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  Portu- 
guefe  commander ;  he  fent  a  rmflenger,  defiring  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  pay  his  refpects  to  Menez.  This 
favour  being  granted,  he  accordingly  wared  on  him, 
attended  with  twenty  of  the  Moorifh  cavalry.  Alter 
a  good  deal  of  friendly  converfation,  '  Sir  (fuel  the 
c  Moor  yr>u  have  not  a  little  added  to  the  glory  of 
c  your  exploits  by  relieving  the   city  againft  fo  power- 

*  fill  a  monarch  :  you  have  certainly  greatly  gained  the 
1  affections  of  the  citizens,  fince  the  fort,  in  ali  pro- 
'  babilhy,  had  it  not  been  for  your  prefence,  would 

*  now  have  been  under  our  power  :  but  fo  illuftrious 

*  an  action  could  only   have  been  atchieved  by  fuch 

*  bravery  as  you  poflef?,  and  which  you  have  always 

*  difplayed  in  \o  con fpicuous  a  manner.'  To  this  Me- 
nez replied,  6  If  (faid  he)  I  have  relieved  the  city  at 

*  this  critical  juncture,  it  will  appear  to  thofe  who  con- 
c  fider  rightly,  that  I  have  but  a  fmall  mare  in  the 

4  honour*    it  redounds  entirely   to   the   glory  of  my 

*  royal  mailer,  under  whole  guardianfhip  and  direc- 

*  tion  fo  many  braver  men  than  I  have  been  bred  up. 
'  Your  king  may  likewife  boaft  wirh  juftice,  that  he 

*  has  not  only  attacked  one  of  Emmanuel's  cities,  but 
6  alfo  got  it  into  his  poffeflion  by  force  of  arms  :  that 
f  he  fhook  thG  walls,  that  he  took  the  city,  that  he 
6  (lormed  the  fort  ;  all  this  was  praife- worthy  :  but  as 
1  to  his  fetting  fire  to  the  houfes  and  buildings,  this 
f  was  difhonOurable  and  unbecoming  a  prince.     The 

*  war  is  yet  unfinifhed  ;  if  he  hoped  then  for  victory, 

*  how  could  he  be  fo  blind  to  his  own  inrereft  as  ro  de- 
'  (Iroy  by  fire  a  city  of  which  he  expected  to  become 
f  abfolute  mailer  ?  Or  if  he  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  was 
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it  not  bafe  in  him  to  be  thus  actuated  by  furh  a  ma- 
litious  refentment?  Was  it  for  this  that  he  levied  io 
confiderable  an  an  army,    to  declare  war   againft  the 
walls  and  roofs  of  the  houfes  ?'  No,  replied  the  Moor, 
our  king  is   Far  from  being  a  perfon  of  fuch  a  mean 
difpofition-,  on  the  contrary  he  is  a  prince  of  a  truly 
great  and  magnanimous  foul :  nor   did    he    raife   an 
army  to  demoliili  your   houfes,    but   to  wage    war 
with  a  warlike  and  renowned  prince:  and  though  he 
has  failed  in  his  attempt,  yet  lurtly  nodifhonouiable 
reflexions  can,  with  juftice,  be  thrown  Upon  him  on 
that  account :  it   is  the  part  of  a  prince    who  afpires 
after  glory  to  embark  in  great  and  difficult  enterpri- 
zes,  but   the  fuccefs  depends  not  on  the  bravery  of 
men,  but  on  the  will  of  the  Almighty.     As  to  what 
you  mention  about  firing  the  houfes,  lean  allure  you 
that  it  has  been  done  without  the  knowledge   of  his 
majefty.     As  foon  therefore  as  I  fee  the  king,  I  will 
inform    him   thereof,    and  I  make  no  doubt  but  he 
will  give  immediate  orders  to  exdnguifh  the  fire.' 
The  Moor  then  departed,  and  foon  after,  by  the 
king's   command,   the    enemy    extinguished    the   fire 
with    all    poflible   diligence    and    expedition.      Many 
people   imagined  that   the  king  himfelf  was  amongit 
the  Moor's  attendants  :  for   he  had   expreffed  a  ftrong 
defire  to  fee  Menez,  who  at  that  time  was  much  cele- 
brated and  held  in  the  highefi  admiration  by  the  Ara- 
bians themfelves.     The  king  feeing  the  fort  fo  con- 
siderably reinforced,  and  at  the  fame  time  being  inform- 
ed that  there  was  a  fleet  expected  in  a  few  days  from 
Portugal,  thought  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to 
remain  any  longer  before  Arzila,  he  accordingly  raized 
the  fiege  that  night,  and  marched  to  Alcazar-Qnivir, 
Next  morning  Mene?  entered  the  city  with  all  his  for- 
ces with  flying  colours:  Cout'gn,    with  his  wife,  ard 
all  the  citizens  who  had  been  in  the  forr,  came  forth  to 
meet   him  in   the  mod  joyful  manner,  and  returned 
thanks  to  him  as  to  a  father,  who  had  given  life  to 
them  all. 

X  4  When 


3t2  The  History  of  BookV. 

When  Emmanuel  firftreceivednews of  thekingof  Fez's 
being  before  Arzila,  he  was  at  Evora,  and  he  refolved 
to  go  in  perfon  to  relieve  the  place ;  he  accordingly  dif- 
patched  circular  letters  to  all  the  cities  in  Portugal,  fum- 
moned  together  all  the   nobility,  and  he  fent  all  the 
troops  he  could  levy  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  the 
kingdom  of  Algarve,  in  order  to  be  in   readinefs  to 
pais  over  into  Africa.     Four  days  afterwards  he  re- 
ceived  another  exprefs  from  Menez  informing,    him, 
that  the  city  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  fort 
befieged   and  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity :  Em- 
manuel, as  foon  as  he  received  this  intelligence,  ordered 
a  horfe   to   be  faddled,  and  polled  away  for  Algarve 
with  only  feven  or  eight  attendants.     He  continued  his 
journey  night  and  day,  hardly  giving  himfelf  time  for 
refrefbment :  for  he  was  fenfible  of  the  danger  of  delay, 
efpecially  in  warlike  affairs,  fincean  opportunity  of  per- 
forming an  illuflrious  exploit  once  paffed,   can  never  be 
recalled  :  befides  he  looked  upon  it  to   be  the  part  of 
a  fearful  indolent  man  to  bewail  an  opportunity  which 
he  had  flipped  -,  for  the  man  of  true  bravery  and  ac- 
tivity ought   to   grafp    at   the  prefent  time,   and  to 
omit  nothing  to   improve  it  to  the   beft  advantage. 
Moreover  he  confidered   it  as  mod  fcandalous  for  a 
king  not  to  affift   his  fubje&s  in  diftrefs,  thofe  efpeci- 
ally who  in  his  fervice  had  been  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
extremity.     Incited  by  thefe  confiderations,  he  pufhed 
on  with    fo  much    fpeed,  that  his  horfe  dropt  down 
dead  with  the   fatigue,  in  the  mountains  which  divide 
Algarve  from  the  reft  of  Portugal.     There  he  received 
a  third  exprefs,  giving  an    account  of  the  reinforce- 
ments arrived    at  Arzila,    and  the  fupply    of  men, 
proyifions,   and  warlike  ftores   conveyed  into  the  fort, 
notwithftanding  all  the  enemy's  oppofition.     Emma- 
nuel,   however,  remitted  nothing  of  the  activity   with 
which  he  had  begun  :    he  accordingly  continued   his 
journey,  and  came  at  length  to  Tavira.     This  alacrity 
and  forwardnefs  of  the  king,  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  amongft 
the  Portuguefe,  that  vaft  numbers   of  horfe  and  foot 
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flocked  to  him  From  all  quarters;  fo  that  after  five 
days  (lay  at  Tavira,  he  had  an  army  of  above  20000 
men.  Moreover,  according  to  his  orders,  feveral  (hips 
came  thither  from  Lisbon  with  cannon,  provifions,  and 
abundance  of  warlike  (lores :  he  accordingly  made  all 
expedition  to  get  the  fleet  ready,  but  when  he  was  a- 
bout  to  embark  his  troops,  he  received  another  ex- 
prefs  with  the  news  that  the  fiege  was  raifed,  and  that 
the  king  of  Fez  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  had  difbanded 
his  army. 

Emmanuel  neverthelefs  refolved  to  pafs  over  into 
Africa,  but  was  difluaded  from  this  refolution  by  feveral 
perfons  famed  for  their  ability  in  council.     4  Your  ma- 

*  jetty'  faid  they,  c  has  now  no  occafion  to  go  to  raife 
f  the  fiege;  this  is  already  done:  and  if  you  want  to 
<  fubdue  Africa,  you  have  not  a  fufficient  force  to  carry 
4  this  defign  into  execution  :  it  will   therefore  be  unbe- 

*  coming  fo  great  a  monarch  to  undertake  what  is  un- 
c  necefiary,  or  to  attempt  what  you  cannot  glorioufly 

*  accompli(h.     Your  paffing  over  into  Africa  will  then, 

*  and  not  till  then,  be  noble  and  commendable,  when 
c  you  are  able  to  effect  v/hat  you  purpofe  in  making  a 

*  defcent  into  that  country  ;  for  otherwife   inftead  of 

*  acquiring  glory  in  the  expedition,  you  will  incur 
c  difgrace.  At  prefent  it  not  a  little  redounds  to  your 
'honour,  that  a  handful  of  your  fubjects  have  fhame- 
c  fully  repulfed  the  king  of  Fez,  and  forced  him  to 
6  raife  the  fiege  :  we  hope  therefore  your  majefly  will 
c  be  cautious  not  to  fully  this  glory  by  an  unfuccefsful 
6  attempt;  for  if  you  fhould  pafs  over  into  Africa,  it 
c  will  not  be  fufficient  that  you  overthrow  the  Moors 

*  in  one  or  two  battles,  it  will  be  expected  that  you 
c  (hould  reduce  the  whole  country  under  your  fubjec- 

*  tion:  and  if  you  fall  fhort  of  people's  expectations, 

*  this  will  greatly  diminifh  your  fame  and  reputation. 
6  We  therefore  would  humbly  adv'.fe  you  to  defer  this 
c  enterprize  till  another  opportunity,  when  you  (hall 
c  have  a  fufficient  (Irength  to  put  your  defign  into  ex- 
I  ecution  with  facility,  and  without  fullying  the  ho- 

*  nour 
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*  Hour  gained  already  by  your  arms.'  By  thefe  and 
juch  like  arguments  of  thole  unwarlike  men,  Emma- 
nuel was  diverted  from  his  refohnion,  in  which  had  he 
perfifted,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  gained  im- 
mortal fame;  for  at  this  juncture  there  was  the  mod 
favourable  opportunity.  The  Moors  being  bound  by 
no  principles  of  religion  nor  loyalty,  had  nothing  to 
reilrain  them  from  a  fhameful  cowardly  behavior,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  them  were  unprovided  with  arms  : 
their  princes  too  were  at  variance  amongft  themfelves, 
and  the  more  powerful  tyrannized  over  the  weaker, 
whillt  thefe  provoked  by  oppreffion,  hatched  all  man- 
ner of  mifchief  againft  the  former.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  people  in  general  being  of  a  perfidious  difpofition, 
and  fond  of  change,  would  very  probably,  as  foon  as 
an  opportunity  offered,  have  given  proofs  thereof, 
and  for  a  fmall  bribe  have  betrayed  their  princes.  Be- 
iides,  the  country  was  extremely  fit  for  maintaining  an 
army,  for  it  abounded  in  all  the  necefTaries  of  life,  and 
the  natives  being  great  lovers  of  money, would, at  a  fmall 
expence,  have  fupplied  our  people  with  corn  and  other 
provifions  from  all  quarters;  and  if  the  Porruguefe  had 
v.  fed  their  victory  with  clemency  and  moderation,  doubt- 
lefs  the  Moors  engaged  by  fueh  lenity,  would  have  be- 
come fincerely  attached  to  his  Portuguefe  m:\jefty.  Thus 
every  thing  with  refpect  to  the  enemy,  was  in  the 
very  fituation  which  Emmanuel  could  have  wifhed 
for.  Moreover  amongft  the  Portuguefe,  there  pre- 
vailed at  this  time  the  higheft  fidelity  and  affection  for 
their  prince,  together  with  a  martial  boldneis  fit  to  car- 
ry on  the  mod  warlike  enterprizes.  Befides,  fuch  was 
the  general  fpirit  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  moft 
of  the  nobility  would,  at  their  own  expence,  have 
been  ready  to  afiift  his  majefty  in  fo  great  an  enter- 
prize.  And  if  the  king's  going  to  the  remoteft  part 
of  Portugal  with  fo  much  expedition,  raifed  fo  great  an 
emulation  throughout  rhe  whole  kingdom,  that  fuch 
numbers  repaired  to  his  ftandard  in  fo  fhort  a  time, 
what  might  not   have   been  expected    had  this* army 
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patted  over  into  Africa  ?  Moreover,  as  troops  could 
have  been  fo  eafily  embarked  from  Spain,  in  all  pro- 
bability Emmanuel  might  have  had  confiderable  re- 
inforcements from  that  kingdom.  As  the  fuccefs  of 
war  depends  greatly  on  circum fiances  and  opportunity, 
and  thefe  feemed  to  cocur  at  prefent  in  favour  of  the 
Portuguefev  we  may  therefore  reafonably  conclude  that 
Emmanuel,  with  an  army  of  fo  much  fpirit  and  ala- 
crity, would  have  eafily  routed  and  totally  fubdued  an 
enemy  fo  full  of  panic,  and  already  d  fpirited  by 
their  lofles.  The  king,  in  forming  fucha  noble  refolu- 
tion,  difcovered  a  great  and  afpi ring  foul,  and  was  cer- 
tainly to  be  highly  commended  ;  nor  can  we  help 
finding  fault  with  thofe  timorous  councilors  who  dif- 
fuaded  him  from  fuch  a  glorious  enterprize. 

The  king,  however,  notwithstanding  he  wasdifTuaded 
from  his  refblution  of  going  in  perfon  into  Africa,  yet 
took  care  that  every  thing  necefTary  for  the  fecurity  of 
our  people  in  that  country  fhould  be  provided  with  the 
utmoft  expedition  *,  he  immediately  fent  a  reinforce- 
ment of  foldiers  to  Arzila,  with  a  (tore  of  provifions, 
ammunition,  and  a  number  of  workmen  to  repair  the 
walls  and  houfes,  and  to  flrengthen  the  fort  with  new 
and  flronger  fortifications.  For  this  town,  by  reafbn 
of  the  adjacent  fertile  champian  country,  and  its  natural 
fituation,  was  efleemed  the  moll  important  place  which 
the  Portuguefe  poffefied  on  that  coaft.  Emmanuel  fent 
fix  thoufand  ducats  as  a  prefent  to  Pedro  Navarre,  who 
would  by  no  means  accept  it ;  for  he  faid  what  he  had 
done,  was  on  the  account  of  his  royal  matter  Ferdi- 
nand, by  whom  alone  he  expecled  to  be  rewarded  for 
Jiis  fervice.  The  lord  lieu  enant  of  Xerez  in  like  man- 
ner refufed  an  offer  of  (he  fame  nature.  Both  of  rhem, 
however,  were  afterwards  amply  rewarded  by  Emma- 
nuel. Menez,  after  the  fort  was  fupplied  with  men 
and  provifions,  returned  to  Portugal,  where  he  was 
received  by  his  majefly  with  the  higheil  marks  of 
.honour  and  afre&ion. 

Tim 
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This  year  there  happened  fome  conteft  betwixt  Em- 
manuel and  Joan,  daughter  to  Ifabel  and  Ferdinand, 
in  relation  to  the  boundary  of  their  dominions,  firmly 
fixed  by  John  king  of  Portugal  and  their  Caftilian  ma- 
jefties ;  but  the  difpute  was  at  lad  adjufted  with  great 
friendfhip  and  moderation  on  both  fides.  Emmanuel 
gave  up  all  pretenfions  to  the  greater!  part  of  Mau- 
ritania, as  of  right  belonging  to  the  Spaniards.  Joan 
in  h:r  turn  refigned  all  her  poiTeflions  in  ^Ethiopia, 
which  (he  found  by  articles  of  treaty  to  have  been 
afligned  to  the  Portuguefe. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  fame  year,  Emmanuel  fent 
feveral  perfons  eminent  for  their  learning  and  piety 
to  Congo,  to  inftrucT:  the  people  in  the  principles  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

But  to  return  to  the  affairs  of  India.  We  have  al- 
ready mentioned  Triftano  Cugna's  voyage  to  India,  the 
cities  which  he  attacked  and  took  by  ftorm,  his  arri- 
val with  the  fleet  at  Zocotora,  his  making  himfelf  ma- 
iler of  the  fort  built  there  by  the  king  of  Caxem,  where 
he  left  Norhogna  governor.  Thence  he  fleered  for 
India,  and  foon  after  returned  to  Portugal.  We  come 
now  to  relate  the  exploits  of  Alphonfo  Albuquerque, 
after  Triftan  Cugna's  departure.  He  had  been  left 
by  Triftan  admiral  of  the  fleet,  to  cruize  on  the  Ara- 
bian coaft  to  intercept  the  enemy's  mips,  and  to  an- 
noy them  as  much  as  poffible  •,  but  Albuquerque  being 
a  man  of  a  great  and  afpiring  foul,  difdained  to  watch 
for  his  prey  like  a  pyrate,  and  refolved  to  archieve  fome 
important  exploit.  '  He  accordingly  formed  a  defign 
to  attack  the  kingdom  of  Ormuz.  The  ifland  is  fix- 
teen  miles  in  circuit,  it  lies  within  the  mouth  of  the 
Perfian  gulph,  feparated  from  Caramania  by  a  ftreight 
of  the  fea  four  leagues  broad,  and  it  is  thirteen  diftant 
from  Arabia.  The  name  of  the  ifland  feems  to  be  taken 
from  the  ancient  city  of  Armuza  in  Caramania,  and 
in  all  probability  it  was  firft  peopled  by  a  colony  tranf- 
planted  from  thence.  The  place  is  fandy  and  barren, 
and  the  foil  fo  very  poor,  that  it  produces  nothing  fit 

for 
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for  human  fudenance,  neither  by  nature  nor  by  the  mod 
laborious  cultivation  :   the  people  likewife  are  extremely 
pinched  for  water,  there  being  only  three  wdlsin  the  whole 
ifland,  and  thefe  at  a  confiderable  from  the  city  -3  fo  that 
the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  have  water,  as  well  as  all 
other  provifions,  imported  from  Caramania,  Arabia,  and 
the  neighbouring  countries.  There  is  a  remarkable  hill  in 
the  ifland,  which  on  one  fide  yields  a  vaft  quantity  of 
fulphur,  and  on  the  other  many  mines  of  fait  petre. 
There  are   two  commodious  havens  in   the  place,  one 
fituaxd  on   the  eadern,  and  the  other  in  the  weftern 
fide  of  a  ridge  of  land,  which  runs  out  a  confidera- 
ble way  into   the  fea.     The  convenient  fituation   and 
fecurity  of  thefe  two  harbours,  induced  many  merchants 
to  put  in  there  from  Arabia,  India,   and   many,  ocher 
countries.     The  refort  to  the  iQand  became  at  lad  fo 
great  that  a  city  was  built  in  the  plain,  which  in  a  little 
time  became  famous  for  its  wealth  and  numbers.     The 
dreets  are  broad  and  ftraight ;    the  houfes  confid  of 
feveral  dories,  and  are  built  with  great  magnificence. 
The  king's  palace   is  not  only  a  grand   and    princely 
building,  but  alfo  fortified  againd   all  hodile  attempts. 
The  heat  is  very  intenfe  here  •,  in  order  to  fcreen  them- 
felves   from   which,  the  natives   ufe  various  arts   and 
contrivances.     The    inhabitants   are    chiefly   Arabians 
and   Perfians,    who  follow  the  Mahometan  religion  : 
they  are  a  people  very  much  given  to  detraction,  and 
extremely  addicted  to  venery.     They  oblige  their  wo- 
men to  go  veiled,  that  they  may  not  be  feen  by  drang- 
ers :  the  men  in  general  are  of  a  genteel  make  ;    they 
are  great  lovers  ofmufick,  and   drefs  very  elegantly: 
they  fpend   a  good  deal  of  their  time  in  warlike  exer- 
cifes,  and  in  reading,  alfo   being  particularly  del  ghted 
with  hidory.     Men   of  learning  are  held  in  the  higheft 
edeem  amongd  them,  and  nothing  is  accounted   more 
honourable  than  to  dudy  under  fuch  learned  perfons. 

Their  government  is   founded  on  the  mod  falutary 
laws.     Every  thing  is  fold   by  weight,  and   to   make 
ufe  of  falfe  fcales  or  weights  is  puqifted  as  the  mod  in- 
famous 
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famous  crime ;  for  they  look  upon  a  man  guilty  of 
fuch  a  fraud  to  be  the  greateff.  enemy  and  difgrace  to 
civil  fociety.  Though  the  ifland  of  itfelf  produced 
none  of  the  neceffaries  or  conveniencies  of  life,  yet 
here  you  might  fee  greater  plenty  of  thefe,  as  well 
as  all  luxurious  fuperrluities,  than  in  mod  other  coun- 
tries of  a  richer  and  more  fertile  foil ;  for  the  place, 
poor  in  itfelf,  having  become  the  great  mart  for  the 
commodities  of  India,  Perfia  and  Arabia,  was  thus  a- 
bundantly  flocked  with  the  produce  of  all  thefe  countries. 
The  kings  of  Ormuz  being  enriched  by  the  duties  laid 
on  goods  imported,  were  enabled  by  this  means  to 
maintain  vaft  armies,  and  confequently  to  extend  their 
dominions  ;  accordingly  they  reduced  under  their  pow- 
er mod  of  the  neigbouring  iflands,  and  feveral  cities 
alfo  in  Arabia  and  Caramania:  but  the  princes  by  de- 
grees growing  enervated  with  eafe  and  luxury,  their 
rich  and  ambitious  miniflers  at  lafl  ufurped  the  whole 
power,  and  made  ufe  of  the  public  revenues  to  pro- 
mote their  own  villainous  purpofes,  leaving  only  the 
empty  found  jof  royalty  to  the  king.  Such  was  the  fitu- 
ation  of  affairs  in  the  ifland  of  Ormuz,  at  the  time 
when  Albuquerque  formed  the  defign  of  bringing  it 
under  the  power  of  Emmanuel. 

He  accordingly  fet  fail  from  Zocotora  on  the  20th 
of  Auguft  1507,  and  foon  reached  the  extremity  of  a 
promontory  in  Arabia  called  Cape  Rozalgate,  by  the 
ancient  geographers  Corodam.  The  commanders  who 
embarked  with  him  in  this  expedition,  were  Francifco 
Tavora,  Emmanuel  Tellez,  Alphonfo  Lopez  Cofla, 
Nunez  Vafco  de  Albicaflro,  Antonio  de  Campo,  and 
John  Nunez.  The  troops  aboard  thefe  mips  amounted 
to  four  hundred  and  feventy  foldiers.  With  this  fmall 
force  he  failed  into  thefe  parts,  in  order  to  attack  fa 
opulent  a  kingdom.  Having  cruized  along  the  Ara- 
bian coaft,  the  firft  town  which  he  reached  belonging 
to  Ormuz  was  Calaiates,  fituaced  within  the  mouth  of 
the  gulph.  Here  he  came  to  anchor  with  his  fhips,  and 
offered  peace  to  the   inhabitants,    on  condition  they 

would 
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would  fuppiy  his  fleet  with  provifions ;  which  they  ac- 
cordingly did.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  town  of 
Curiate,  where  when  our  people  were  about  to  refrefh 
themfelves  with  victuals,  they  found,  they  had  been 
moft  egregioufly  impoled  upon.  For  the  inhabitants 
of  Caliates  had  put  a  great  quantity  of  dirt  and  filth 
into  the  cafes  which  they  pretended  to  fill  with  pro- 
vifions, and  in  order  to  carry  on  the  deceit,  had  (trowed 
the  top  with  all  forts  of  food.  However,  they  afterwards 
fuffered  the  punifhment  they  deferved  for  iuch  a  lean- 
dalous  fraud  :  but  the  inhabitants  of  Curiate  feemed 
not  difpofed  to  deal  with  artifice,  but  made  an  appear- 
ance to  repulfe  the  Portuguefe  by  force  of  arms.  The 
psrfon  who  governed  this  town  in  the  name  of  the  king 
of  Ormuz,  was  a  brave  and  gallant  man  :  he  had  for- 
tified the  harbour  with  a  ditch  and  rampart,  and  placed 
itrong  garrifons  of  foldiers,  with  which  he  trufted  he 
fhould  be  able  to  defeat  a  much  greater  ftrength  than 
that  of  our  people.  Full  of  thefe  hopes  he  rejected  of- 
fers of  peace.  Albuquerque,  after  holding  a  council  of 
war,  landed  his  forces  in  good  order :  three  thoufand 
of  the  enemy  drawn  up  on  the  fhore  endeavoured  to 
hinder  the  Portuguefe  from  landing  :  a  fevere  conflict 
enfued,  in  which  our  people  at  J  a  ft  routed  the  enemy, 
and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  rampart.  They 
foon  after  forced  into  the  town,  which,  being  deferted 
by  its  garrifon,  they  plundered  and  afterwards  burnt. 
They  likewife  fet  fire  to  all  the  enemy's  (hips. 

They  failed  next  to  Mafcahal,  a  large  and  opulent 
town,  thirteen  leagues  from  Curiate.  It  ftands  in  a  plain 
hemmed  in  on  each  fide  with  two  mountains,  which 
running  out  towards  the  fhore  make  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour  very  narrow.  The  inhabitants  had  drawn  a 
deep  ditch  from  the  one  mountain  to  the  other,  and 
fortified  it  with  a  mole  and  a  double  rampart.  Into 
thefe  there  were  two  entrances,  both  very  narrow. 
Albuquerque  having  entered  the  haven,  had  a  confe- 
rence with  the  governor,  who  agreed  to  furnifh  pro- 
vifions for  the  Portuguefe,  by   way  of  tribute;  but  in 

the 
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the  mean  while  the  king  of  Ormuz's  general  coming 
with  a  body  of  troops,  would  by  no  means  allow  the 
governor  to  perform  his  agreement ;  and  now  the  whole 
city  prepared  to  make  a  flout  refiftance.  They  had  above 
four  thoufand  men  in  arms.  Albuquerque  having  been 
apprized  of  their  hoftile  intentions,  continued  firing 
upon  the  city  a  whole  night,  defigningnot  only  to  fhake 
the  walls,  but  alfo  to  fatigue  the  enemy  by  continual 
watching.  Next  day  he  drew  up  his  men  in  three  lines; 
one  he  gave  to  Alphonfo  Cofta,with  orders  to  attack  one 
extremity  of  the  enemy's  works  •,  the  fecond  was  com- 
manded by  John  Nunez  and  Antonio  de  Campo,  who 
were  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  other  end  of  the  for- 
tification. Albuquerque  himfelf  and  Tellez  being  at  the 
head  of  the  third  line,  were  to  attack  the  middle  of  the 
rampart.  Tavora  and  his  detachment  being  the  firft 
who  landed,  advanced  boldly  to  their  afligned  ftation, 
and  notwithstanding  the  many  darts  and  weapons  dif- 
charged  at  them,  they  forced  their  way,  and  having 
thrown  feveral  burning  torches  into  the  enemy's  tren- 
ches, at  laft  obliged  them  to  abandon  their  pod :  Al- 
buquerque performed  his  part  with  no  lefs  intrepidity 
againft  the  enemy,  who  made  a  vigorous  refiftance, 
whilft  in  the  mean  while  the  diipute  was  carried  on 
with  the  like  heat  in  that  quarter  where  Alphonfo 
Cofta  was  engaged.  Our  people,  however,  having  at 
laft  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  rampart,  routed  the 
enemy,  and  took  the  town,  which  they  plundered,  and 
afterwards  burnt.  Eight  of  the  Portuguefe  were  kill- 
ed  in  this  action. 

After  a  few  days  refrefnment  Albuquerque  went  to 
Sohar,  another  town  belonging  to  the  king  of  Ormuz  3 
there  was  a  fort  in  this  place,  but  the  governor  thereof 
having  heard  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  thofe  who  had  re- 
fitted, immediately  Surrendered.  The  fleet  proceeded 
riexr  to  Orphazon,  a  town  well  fortified  with  walls  and 
cannon.  The  commander  was  an  officer  of  great  bra- 
very and  experience,  but  the  inhabitants,  in  fpite  of  all 
his  efforts,  began  to  thick  of  flight  as  foon  as  our  people 

came 
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came  to  anchor.  Accordingly,  the  very  night  after  the 
Arrival  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet,  they  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains with  all  their  valuable  effects.  The  city  being 
thus  deferted  was  plundered  and  burnt.  This  was  the 
lafl  town  on  the  northern  coaft  of  Arabia,  which  be- 
longed to  Ormuz.  Albuquerque  fleered  next  for  the 
ifland  itfelf,  which  was  looked  upon  by  the  Arabians 
as  their  common  country,  and  there  were  at  this  time 
in  the  harbour,  a  great  number  of  their  fhips,  furnifhed 
with  every  thing  neceflfary  for  fighting.  The  admiral 
having  fummoned  the  officers  aboard  his  fhip,  tocon- 
fult  about  the  rnoft  proper  meafures  to  be  purfucd, 
inoft  of  them  were  of  opinion,  that  the  firft  ftep  ne- 
ceffary  was  to  take  or  burn  the  enemy's  fhips:  for 
as  the  fleet  was  the  chief  bulwark  of  the  city,  that  being 
deftroyed,  the  war  might  then  be  carried  on  with  the 
utmoft  facility.  This  refolution  being  unanimoufly  ap- 
proved of,  our  people  came  to  an  anchor.  Albuquer- 
que immediately  difpatcheda  meflenger  to  the  king, 
giving  him  to  underftand,  that  he  came  there  not  as 
an  enemy,  but  as  a  friend,  to  offer  peace,  on  condition 
his  majeffy  would  fubmit  to  the  power  and  authority 
of  Emmanuel,  under  whofe  government  he  would  be 
more  fecure  than  by  reigning  over  many  nations,  and 
by  whofe  protection  he  would  be  defended  from  the 
infults  and  attacks  of  his  enemies :  he  hoped  therefore 
the  king  would  accept  of  peace  on  fuch  terms,  other- 
wife,  added  he,  '  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
%  arms,  in  order  to  force  you  to  fuch  a  fubmiflion.8 

The  king  being  greatly  alarmed  by  the  fame  of  thofe 
exploits  which  Albuquerque  had  already  performed, 
pretended  to  be  defirous  of  peace,  and  accordingly  fent 
a  meflenger  to  the  admiral,  with  letters  and  prefents : 
the  former  Albuquerque  received  with  great  politenefs, 
but  the  latter  he  faid  he  would  by  no  means  accept 
till  a  peace  was  concluded.  But  though  the  king  ap- 
peared to  be  fcrongly  inclined  to  a  peace,  yet  he  put 
it  off  from  day  to  day  •,  for  in  reality  his  defign  was 
only   to   fpin  out  the  time  till    the  arrival  of  a  fleet 

V01..  L  Y  which 
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which  he  expected.     Mean  while   the  Portnguefe  re- 
lying on  his  faith,  walked  about  in  the  town,  without 
the  Laft  apprehenfion  :  but  no  fooner  had  the  expected 
fleet,  with  a  numerous  army  aboard,    come   into  the 
port,  than   he  commanded  all  our  people  in  the   city 
to  be  taken    into  cuftody.     He    ordered    the  largeft 
fhips  to  be   Rationed   along  the  more,  and  the  letter 
veifels  to  keep  out  at  Tea,  that  when  our  people  were 
engaged,  they  might  attack  them  in  the  rear,  and  thus 
furround  them  on  all  fides.     The  following  day  Albu- 
querque having  obferved  the  order  of  the  enemy,   who 
feemed  ready  for  an  engagement,  he  determined  not 
to  decline  the  fight.     He  accordingly  weighed   anchor, 
aid  began  the  attack  on  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.     Coje 
Atar,  who  commanded  the  enemy's  leffer  veifels,   ob- 
ferving  this,  immediately  tacked  about,  in  order  to  fet 
upon  the  rear  of  our  people,  who,  in  the  mean  while, 
were  clofely  engaged  with   thofe  mips  which  defended 
the  city.     The  cannon  being  fired  with  great  brifknefs 
raifed  a  continued  cloud  of  1'moke:  Which  Coge  Arar 
feizing  the  advantage  of,  advanced  nearer,  and  not  only 
plied  our  people  wich  his  cannon,  but  alfo  poured  in  upon 
them  great  quantities  of  dart*  and  arrows  •,  in  fhort,  the 
action  was  carried   on  with    fo  much  vigour  on   both 
fides,   that    the  earth  itfelf  feemed  to  fhake,  and  the 
heavens  appeared  to  be  involved  in  darknefs:  many  of 
the  women  with  child  in  the  city  were  fo  (hocked  with 
the   horrible   noife    that    they  mifcarried:     the    king 
from   a  high  tower  beheld  the  fight  in  the  utmoft  fuf- 
penfe  :  at  lad,    when  many  of  Coje  A tar's  velfels  were 
funk,  the  reft  fhered  off;  and  the  Portuguefe  being  thus 
freed  from  all  annoyance  in  the  rear,  turned  their  whole 
force  againft  the  fhips  ftationed  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour.     The  enemy  made  a   gallant  defence :  ne- 
verthelefs  the  fhip  of  the  prince  fucceffor  to  the  king- 
dom of  Cambaya,  who   happened   then  to  be  at  Or- 
muz,  and  bravely  afiifted  againft  our  people,  was  funk, 
as  was  iikewife  another  belonging  to  Melichiaz.     The, 
reft  of  the  enemy's  fleet  were  put  into  fo  much  dif- 

order, 


BookV.       the  PORTUGUESE,  &c;  323 

order,  tha:  many  aboird  in  the  utmoft  defpair  leapt  over- 
board, thinking  to  five  themfelves  by  fwimming.  Al- 
buquerque immediately  ordered  out  feveral  of  his  long 
boats  to  kill  all  thofe  in  the  water.  The  enemy's 
fhips  which  were  in  a  condition  to  move,  made  off  in 
the  greateft  precipitation,  and  only  one  remained,  com- 
manded by  an  officer  remarkable  for  his  bravery.  The 
Portuguefe  immediately  entered  her,  but  found  no 
body  aboard,  for  the  enemy  had  hid  themfelves  in  the 
hold  :  our  people  being  thus  deceived,  left  a  few  hands 
in  her,  and  went  in  purfuit  of  the  reft  of  the  fleet: 
but  thofe  who  had  concealed  themfelves  fliddenly  rufli- 
ing  out  upon  the  few  Portuguefe,  furrounded  them: 
thefe  called  aloud  to  the  reft  of  our  people  for  affiftance, 
and  in  the  mean  while  fought  in  the  moft  extreme 
danger.  The  long-boats  made  all  pofTible  hafte,  bur. 
before  they  could  come  up,  mod  of  our  men  were 
grievoudy  wounded  \  feveral  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
by  the  fword,  but  moft  of  them  driven  headlong  into 
the  water,  where  many  peri (hed,  and  a  very  few  efcaped 
by  fwimming.  So  great  was  the  {laughter  this  day 
that  ihe  fca  being  dyed,  the  waves  feemed  to  be  en- 
tirely blood,  and  prefentcd  a  moft  horrid  fpectacle. 
Such  was  the  diffraction  of  the  enemy,  that  when  they 
found  fortune  going  againft  them,  they  turned  their 
arrows  into  their  own  breads  :  this  became  evident  by 
great  numbers  of  their  dead  bodies  thrown  afhore  by 
the  tide,  which  plainly  appeared  to  have  been  pierced 
with  arrows,  and  thefe  muft  have  been  their  own,  for 
our  people  did  not  ufe  fuch  fort  of  weapons. 

George  Barreto,  who  went  to  affift  the  Portuguefe 
aboard  the  above  mentioned  fhip,  finding  her  in  a  con- 
venient ftation,  being  near  the  town,  and  well  furniihed 
with  cannon,  pointed  her  guns  againft  the  walls  of  the  city, 
which  he  battered  moft  furiouQy  :  and  meeting  with  no 
refiftance,  he  ltkewifefunk  and  burnt  many  of  the  ene- 
my's fhips.  i\Jbuquerque  now  advanced  nearer  to  the 
city,  and  came  before  the  royal  palace:  thofe  of  the 
enemy  there,  though  (truck  wiih    the  utmoft   panic, 
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yetthey  en  deavoured  to  annoy  our  people  with  their 
darts  and  arrows.  Albuquerque  and  Menez,  together 
with  fome  more  perfons  of  diftincYion,  were  wounded. 
The  admiral  then  coafted  along,  and  deftroyed  many 
more  of  the  enemy's  mips :  he  came  at  length  to  a 
ftation  lying  towards  Caramania,  where  he  burnt  one 
hundred  and  eighty  fhips  as  they  lay  in  their  docks  : 
he  likewife  fet  fire-  to  a  magnificent  mofque  in  the 
fuburbs,  where  the  ceremonies  of  the  Mahometan  re- 
ligion ufed  to  be  performed  with  the  higheft  folemnity. 
The  Ponuguefe  foldiery,  flufhed  with  fuccefs,  were 
extremely  defirous  to  force  into  the  city ;  but  Albu- 
querque as  he  had  fo  few  forces,  and  thefe  greatly  fa- 
tigued, whilft  on  the  other  hand  the  enemy  were  very 
numerous  in  the  city,  therefore  thought  proper  to 
reftrain  his  men  from  fuch  a  hazardous  attempt.  In 
this  engagement,  which  lafted  eight  hours,  only  ten 
of  the  Portuguefe  were  killed,  and  fifty  wounded, 
amongft  whom  was  Jafper  Diazio  the  ftandard  bearer, 
who  loft  his  right  hand.  Two  thoufand  of  the  enemy 
were  (lain. 

This  misfortune  threw  the  Ormuzians  into  the  moft 
terrible  panic  ;  they  were  efpecially  moved  at  the 
lofs  of  their  (hips,  which  ihey  always  looked  upon  as 
the  bulwark  and  fccurity  of  their  ifland.  The  king, 
after  holding  a  council  with  his  noble? ,  fent  two  per- 
fons of  great  authority  and  diftinction  as  deputies  to 
Albuquerque.  One  was  an  Arabian  named  Coje  Beiram, 
the  other  a  Spaniard  called  Abdala,  a  native  of  Granada. 
Thefe,  in  the  name  of  their  royal  matter  fued  for  peace 
in  the  mod  fubmiffive  manner,  and  implored  pardon 
for  his  majefty's  offence,  pleading  as  an  excufe  the 
ra-fbnefs  natural  to  youth,  and  his  being  too  much  in- 
fluenced by  the  pernicious  counfels  of  his  minifters  \ 
that  he  had  already  fufFered  fufficient  punifhmenr, 
and  having  learnt  a  fubmiffive  obedience  from  his 
misfortunes,  was  ready  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  Emmanuel,  and  to  pay  him  tribute  \  that  his  ma- 
jefty  entreated  Albuquerque  to  be  to  him  in  the  place 
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of  a  father;  and  in  his  turn  he  promifed  to  behave  with 
a  dutiful  and  filial  affection.  Moreover,  as  Ormuz 
now  belonged  to  Emmanuel,  to  do  any  farther  damage 
thereto,  would  be  highly  detrimental  to  the  intereft  of 
his  Portuguefe  majefty  -,  that  as  the  iQand  was  popu- 
lous and  wealthy,  and  lying  almoft  contiguous  to  Ara- 
bia and  Perfia,  confequently  the  prince  who  pofTeffed 
it  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  extending  his  domi- 
nions :  and  as  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  the  iQand 
confided  in  its  natural  power,  for  that  reafon  to  demo- 
lifh  the  (hips  belonging  thereto,  was  in  effect  wounding 
Ormuz  in  the  mod  mortal  manner.  «  For,'  faid  the 
deputies  4  as  a  tree   dies  when  its  root  is  cut,  in  like 

*  manner  will  it  be  with  Ormuz  when  deprived  of  her 
c  fhips,    by   which    (he   is  nourifhed   and   fupported; 

*  if  you  have  a  defire  therefore  to  aggrandize  the  power 
c  of  your  royal  matter,  you  ought  to  act  for  the  pre- 
s  fervation  of  this  ifland,  the  fafecy  of  which  will  con- 

*  fiderably  add  to  Emmanuel's  power  and  revenues, 
4  Imitate  then  the  example  of  thofe  great  and  illuf- 

*  trious  generals,  who  have  immortalized  their  names 

*  no  lefs  by  their  gallant  exploits  than  their  clemency, 
c  thefe  heroes  efteeming  it  glorious  and  honourable  by 

*  their  lenity  to  preferve  thofe  whom  they  had  van- 
c  quifhed  by  their  bravery.     As  to  your  warlike  prow- 

*  els,  Sir,  you  have  already  given  fuch    proofs  thereof, 

*  as  may  render  you  equal  in  fame  to  the  moil:  re- 
c  nowned  generals.    And  as  you  have  fhewn  your  in- 

*  vincible  courage  in  martial  atchievements,  k  now  be- 

*  longs  to  you  to  mew,  that  you  no  lefs  excel  in  cle- 
6  mency  and  humanity.  As  we  have  then  Efficiently 
6  fufTered  for  our  rafnnefs,  let  now  your  compafiion  be 

*  extended  towards  us,  depreffed  widi  misfortunes-,  for 
c  it  is  the  mark  of  a  great  foul,  when  elevated  with  fuc- 

*  cefs,  to  make  fome  allowance   for   human    frailties, 

*  and  to  pity  thofe  in   diflrefs.     We   therefore  befeech 

*  you,  in  the  name  of  that  Deity  whom  you  adore,  and 

*  by  your  invincible  arm,  that  you  would  mew  mercy 

*  tp  14s  in  our  prefent  miferable  circumUances,  and  or? 

T  3  4  der 
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«  der  the  fire  to  be  extinguiftied.  In  doing  this,  to 
'  the  character  of  a  brave  commander  you  will  like- 
c  wife  add  that  of  a  humane  general,  and  will  at  the 
'fame  time  add  not  a  little  to  the  power  and  fame  of 
'  your  royal  matter.' 

To  this  Albuquerque  replied,  6  That  he  was  forry, 
'  the  deputies  had   not  come  much   fooner,  fince   if 

*  they  had,  a  great  deal  of  damage  might  have  been 
'prevented;  that  he  defired  they  would  go  imme- 
'  diately  and  extinguish  the  fire,  and  he  prcrnifed  they 
'  ihould  meet  with  no  difturbance  from  our  people  : 
'  bur  as  to  the  conditions  of  the  peace,  to  that  hefaid, 

*  he  would  afterwards  give  an  anfwer.'  Coje  Beiram 
then  returned  to  the  king,  but  Abdala  was  kept  as  a 
hbftage,  and  the  fire  was  immediately  extinguifhed 
with  the  utmoft  diligence,  and  without  the  lead  di-» 
fiurba-  ce.  The  following  day  Albuquerque  was  waited 
on  by  the  fir  ft  men  of  the  city,  amongft  whom  was 
the  noradin  or  chief  magiftrate,  who  in  the  king's  name, 
governed  the  city  according  to  her  ancient  laws  and 
cuixoms.  With  thefe  Albuquerque  concluded  a  peace, 
the  articles  of  which  were  :  '  That  Zeifad,  the  ftcond 
'  of  this  name,  ki;  g  of  Ormuz,  fhould  become  tri- 
'  binary  to  Emmanuel  and  pay  him  yearly  the  fum  of 
'  fifteen  thoufand  ducats  and  moreover  immediately 
<  depofite  five  thoufand  for  the  expences  of  the  war: 
'  and  that  he  mould  affign  a  place  in  the  city,  which 
'  Albuquerque  was  to   fix  upon,  where  the  Portuguefe 

*  might  build  a  fort.'  Two  copies  of  thefe  articles  were 
each  of  them  ingraved  on  a  plate  of  gold,  one  in  the 
Perfian  language,  which  v/as  kept  by  the  king  of 
Ormuz,  and  the  other  in  the  Arabian  tongue,  which 
was  to  be  fertt  to  Emmanuel. 

Thefe  articles  being  fealed  and  ratined,  the  king  de- 
fired  Albuquerque  to  fend  him  a  ftandard  wiih  the 
arms  of  Emmanuel  his  patron  and  protector,  the  fight 
of  which  would  keep  alive  in  his  mind  a  fenfe  of  that 
duty  and  veneration  which  he  owed  to  the  abfent 
prince,  and    would  at  the  fame  time  give  every  one 

to 
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to  underftand,  that  he  was  under  the  guard ianfhip  of 
a  monarch  famed  in  fo  many  nations.  The  ftandard 
being  accordingly  fent,  was  received  with  the  higheffc 
joy  and  acclamations  of  the  citizens,  and  fixed  on  the 
royal  tower.  Albuquerque  now  going  afhore  went  to 
the  palace,  which  was  fpread  over  with  filk  and  em- 
broidered carpets.  The  king  embraced  him  in  the 
mod  affectionate  manner,  and  they  talked  much  about 
the  peace,  which  was  again  confirmed  by  the  mod  fo- 
Jemn  oaths.  Albuquerque  then  returned  to  the  fleet, 
whither  the  king  fent  him  many  valuable  and  truly 
princelike  prefents:  arnongft  thefe  were  a  fword  and 
fcabbard  curioufly  adorned  with  gold,  and  ftudded 
with  precious  ftones,  together  with  a  belt  of  the  richeft 
workmanfhip:  four  rings  fet  with  the  mod  brilliant 
diamonds,  and  a  beautiful  fvvift  running  horfe,  co- 
vered with  the  richeft  furniture.  He  likewife  fent 
feveral  prefents  to  the  reft  of  the  officers.  Albuquer- 
que returned  thefe  civilities  with  the  like  generofity 
and  magnificence,  and  now  it  feemed  to  every  one 
that  this  would  be  a  Lifting  peace.  The  Portuguefe 
went  afhore  and  refided  in  the  houfes  afiigned  them  by 
the  king,  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion:  fome  of  their 
fhip^  were  likewife  hauled  amore  to  be  repaired,  and 
the  foundation  of  the  fort  was  laid.  Albuquerque  how- 
ever, knowing  the  perfidy  of  the  Arbians,  erected  a 
tower  on  an  eminence,  near  the  place  where  the  for- 
trefs  was  to  be  built ;  here  he  placed  a  battery  of  can- 
non to  repjlfc  the  Arabians,  if  they  mould  attempt  to 
obftruct  the  work.  All  the  Portuguefe,  without- di- 
ftinction  of  rank  or  quality,  helped  to  carry  on  the 
work,  for  he  who  laboured  molt  was  efteemed  the 
man  of  the  greateft  nobility.  Albuquerque  was  ex- 
tremely ailiduous,  pulhing  them  on  by  the  moft  en- 
couraging fpeeches,  telling  them  that  their  whole  fe- 
curity  depended  on  the  firiiftiing  of  the  fort :  for  if 
this  was  accompli  fried,  the  king,  though  of  himfelf  in- 
clined, yet  would  not  dare  to  break  his  faith,  Albu- 
quaque  not  only  with   words,  but  alio  by  his  own  ex- 

Y  4  ample^ 
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ample,  pufhed  them  on  to  labour  with  the  utmoft  ap- 
plication. The  king  furnifhed  materials  for  the  work, 
and,  as  might  be  expected,  there-  happening  to  be 
fome  feditious  quarrels  betwixt  our  men  and  the  Or- 
muzians,  he  therefore  appointed  a  guard  of  four  hun- 
dred foldiers,  under  the  noradin  to  defend  the  Portu- 
oruefe  from  all  infults.  Two  fons  of  the  noradin  had 
formed  a  confpiracy  againft  the  king,  but  the  plot  was 
difcovered-,  however,  they  efcaped  punifhmentby  flight. 
One  of  them  was  named  Delamifa,  and  the  other  Xeraf; 
but  thefe  two  perfons  having  fhewn  great  loyalty  tp 
Emmanuel,  Albuquerque  therefore  made  intereli  in 
their  behalf,  and  procured  them  a  pardon,  and  liberty 
to  return  to  dieir  native  country. 


C^> 
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ABOUT  this  time  two  deputies  came  to  Ormuz, 
to  demand  tribute  of  the  king,  in  the  name  of 
Ifmael  emperor  of  Perfia,  and  many  other  countries  ; 
he  had  feveral  princes  tributary  to  him,  amongft  whom 
was  the  king  of  Ormuz.     Ifmael  firft  had  the  title  of 
fophi  given  him ;  he  was  the  moft  renowned  prince 
amongft  the  Arabians,  remarkable  no  lefs  for  his  abi- 
lities than  application,  zealous  for  religion,  and  of  the 
moft  martial  courage ;   by  which  means  he  had  greatly- 
extended  his  fovereignty.     When  the  deputies  arrived, 
the  king  of  Ormuz  was  fomewhat  perplexed,  and  knew 
not  how  to  a£t ;  he  therefore  communicated  the  affair  to 
Albuquerque,  who  bid  his  majefty  make  himfelf  eafy, 
and  immediately  difpatched  one  of  his  attendants,  to  con- 
gratulate the  deputies  on  their  fafe  arrival.     This  perfon 
at  the  fame  time  told  them,  that«the  city  and  ifland  of 
Ormuz  was  Emmanuel's  by  the  right  of  war  -,  and  the 
king  therefore  under  the  protection  of  his  Poituguefe 
majefty,  by  whole  arms  he  muft  ncceffarily  be  deiend- 
ed  from  all  injuries.     As  ro  the  tribute,  this  he  laid  he 
would  immediately  pay,  in  the  name  of  his  royal  ma- 
tter, and  accordingly  he  ordered  a  dilh,  in  which  it 
was  contained,  to  be  brought  before  the  deputies :  this 
being  uncovered,  there   were  expofed  to  view  a  num- 
ber of  Jeaden  bullets    arrows,  points  of   fpears,  and 
other  weapons.     '  This  ffaid    the  perfon  fent  by  Ai- 
f  buquerque)  is  the  tribute  which  Emmanuel  king  of 
4  Portugal,  Algarve,  India,  and  Ormuz,  is  went  to 
4  pay  to  thofe  who  demand  it  from  princes  tributary 
f  to  him.-     With  this  anfwer  the  deputies  were  fent 
back  to  their  own  country  :  they  appealed  to  be  moved 

with 
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with  the  higheft  indignation,  and  threatened  revenge 
for  this  affront  offered  to  fa  great  a  monarch  as  if- 
mael. 

The  fort  was  now  arrived  to  fuch  a  height,  that  it 
could  be  defended  by  a  garrifon  ;  but  the  officers  were 
extremely  piqued,  being  fo  long  detained  in  this  work  ; 
for  their  thoughts  were  wholly  bent  on  the  booty  which 
they  imagined  they  could  have  taken  from  the  enemy, 
by  cruizing  in  the  Red  Sea :  fpurred  on  therefore  by 
their  avarice,  they  formed  a  defign,  in  Emmanuel's 
name,  to  prefs  Albuquerque  to  leave  a  governor  in  the 
fort,  and  depart  from  Ormuz:  they  accordingly  drew  up 
apaper,  andfigned  their  namestoit.  In  this  theyftrong- 
]y  entreated  him,  that  he  would  not  confume  any  more 
time  in  an  affair  in  which  he  was  not  fupported  by  his 
majeily's  authority.  The  clerk  who  wrote  this  peti- 
tion, waited  on  the  admiral  with  it,  in  order  to  give 
credit  thereto,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  an  evi- 
dence that  Albuquerque  had  a&ed  contrary  to  his  du- 
ty, jf  he  fhould  rehafe  to  comply  with  their  demand. 
Albuquerque  received  the  paper  from  the  clerk  ;  how- 
ever, he  would  not  read  it,  but  put  it  under  a  ftone 
at  the  en' ranee  of  the  fort.  The  officers  highly  en- 
raged at  this  affront,  went  to  Coje  Atar,  a  perfon  of 
the  greater}  influence  with  the  king;  him  they  inform- 
ed, that  what  Albuquerque  had  done  at  Ormuz  was 
not  by  the  authority  of  Emmanuel,  but  merely  the 
effects  of  his  own  madnefs  and  immoderate  ambition  ; 
and  that  his  proceedings  would,  in  all  probability,  give 
the  higheft  offence  to  a  king  fo  remarkable  f>rjufdce 
and  moderation  ;  for  Emmanuel  would  by  no  means 
countenance  his  fubjects  in  offering  hoftilitks  to  a  prince 
from  whom  they  had  received  no  injury.  Coje  Atar 
was  overjoyed  at  what  he  heard,  for  now  he  thought 
he  might  carry  on  his  artifices  with  lefs  danger :  he 
therefore  waited  on  Albuquerque  \  and,  after  a  long 
converfation,  earneflly  entreated  him  to  withdraw  his 
fleet  •,  for  as  long  as  it  remained  at  Ormuz,  (he  faid) 
the  merchants  were  afraid  to  put  in  there  as  ufual,  and 

the 
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the  king's  revenue  thereby  fo  much  diminifhed,  that 
he  was  even  unable  to  pay  the  tribute  impofed  on  him. 
Moreover,  he  a  fibred  Albuquerque,  thar  after  his  de- 
parture he  would  take  care  that  the  fort  fhouid  be  finifh- 
ed,  and  fortified  in  as  ftrong  a  manner  as  our  people 
tbemfelves  could  wifh.  Albuquerque  gave  ibch  an  an- 
fwer  as  plainly  (hewed  he  would  not  depart  from  hi* 
fir  ft  refolution. 

Coje  Atar  finding'this  artifice  mifcarry,  had  recourfe 
to  other  ftratagems.  By  large  funis  of  money  he  pre- 
vailed on  five  of  the  Portuguefe  to  defert ;  amongfl 
thefe  there  were  fome  who  understood  the  art  of  call- 
ing cannon.  He  immediately  fent  them  over  to  the 
continent,  provided  them  with  all  proper  materials, 
and  took  ore  that  they  mould  be  maintained  in  the 
ir.oft  genteel  manner.  As  foon  as  Albuquerque  got 
notice  of  the  departure  of  thefe  five  persons,  he  fent 
to  the  king  and  Coje  Atar,  defiring  that  the  deferters 
might  be  delivered  up.  The  king  and  his  ministers 
made  anfwer,  that  the  men  could  not  be  found  ac  that 
time,  but  that  they  would  make  the  ftneteft  fcarch  af- 
ter rhem.  Three  days  afterwards  they  fent  another 
meiTage  to  Albuquerque,  letting  him  know,  that  the- 
defefters  had  fled  to  the  continent,  and  all  poffible  care 
mould  be  taken  in  order  to  bring  them  back  from 
rhence.  Mean  while  feveral  iron  and  brafs  cannon 
were  made  with  the  urn  oft  expedition,  and  the  reftlefs 
perfidious  Coj  :  Atar,  took  care  to  have  a  ftrong  fupply 
of  arms  and  (oldiers  brought  into  the  ifland  :  a'l  thefe 
preparations  w;re  carried  on  in  the  night-time,  and 
with  fo  much  fecrecy,  that  Albuquerque,  though  a  man 
cf  the  utmoft  fhrewdnefs  and  penetration,  knew  no- 
thing of  the  matter.  Ac  laft,  however,  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  whole  affair,  by  means  of  an  Ara- 
bian named  Abrahem,  who,  at  the  fame  time  informed 
him,  that  the  prefent  conduct  of  Coje  Afar  was  great- 
ly owing  to  the  malevolence  of  fome  of  the  Portuguefe 
officers.  Albuquerque  was  (truck  with  attorn fhment 
at  this  difcovery  •,  he  earneftly  intreatcd   the  Arabian 

to 
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to  make  all  pofiible  enquiry  into  the  enemy's  proceed- 
ings, and  to  give  him  notice  thereof,  alluring  him, 
that  he  mould  be  amply  rewarded  for  his  fervices.  He 
then  difpatched  mefTengers  to  the  king  and  Coje  Atar, 
putting  them  in  mind  of  the  treaty  ftruck  in  fo  fo- 
lemn  a  manner,  which  he  hoped  they  would  not  vio- 
late, on  the  account  of  five  deferters  :  that  they  would 
not,  by  breaking  through  the  mod  facred  oaths,  draw 
upon  themfelves  the  vengeance  of  the  Deity,  in  whofe 
fight  perjury  muff,  certainly  be  highly  offenfive.  They 
replied  by  the  ftrongeft  aiTeverations,  that  they  did  not 
Co  much  as  know  in  what  place  the  five  Portuguefe 
were. 

Albuquerque  having  held  a  council  of  his  officers, 
many  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  the  higheft 
imprudence  to  engage  in  fo  dangerous  a  war  on  the 
account  of  five  abandoned  wretches :  that  the  Portu- 
guefe were  few  in  number,  and  thefe  too  almofl:  worn 
out  with  the  fatigues  they  had  already  undergone  ; 
whereas  the  enemy  were  frefh  and  extremely  numer- 
ous. Befides,  if  the  attempt  fhould  mifcarry,  the  dif- 
grace  incurred  thereby  would  be  much  greater  than 
the  honour  acquired  by  the  late  victory ;  for  this  would 
be  afcribed  to  chance,  whereas  the  other  would  be 
efteemed  the  natural  confequence  of  rafh  madnefs : 
that  therefore  it  would  be  more  difcreet  to  put  up  with 
the  perfidious  behaviour  of  the  enemy,  and  to  preferve 
peace,  and  that  Albuquerque  ought  to  leave  a  gover- 
nor in  the  fort,  and  depart  with  the  fleet.  The  ad- 
miral, however,  was  far  from  approving  of  this  ad- 
vice, and  indeed  had  he  followed  it,  his  wifdom  might 
have  been  very  juftly  called  in  queftion.  The  enemy 
feemed  refolved  to  break  through  the  treaty,  nor  would 
they  fcruple  to  purfue  the  moff.  falfe  and  perfidious 
meafures :  moreover,  they  had  in  the  city  a  ftrong 
fupply  of  arms  and  forces ;  therefore  to  leave  the  fore 
unfinifhed  to  be  kept  by  a  governor  and  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon,  would  in  effecT:  be  betraying  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  who  would  thus  reap  the  benefit  of  the 
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toil  and  labour  of  our  people.  Befides,  it  argued  an 
unmanly  timidity  to  defift  from  their  undertaking,  and 
it  would  have  been  the  night  ft  folly  to  have  been  at  fo 
much  pains  in  erecting  a  work,  which,  if  abandoned 
to  the  enemy,  would  be  a  bulwark  to  their  city,  and 
render  any  attempt  upon  it  afterwards  extremely  dan- 
gerous ;  Albuquerque  therefore  remained  firm  in  his 
refolution.  He  fent  feveral  other  meffengers  to  the 
king,  requiring  that  he  would  not  violate  the  treaty, 
but  furrender  up  the  deferters  ;  finding,  however,  that 
all  his  entreaties  availed  nothing,  and  being  likewife 
informed  by  the  fame  Arabian,  that  the  enemy  had 
brought  great  quantities  of  arms  into  their  arfenal, 
that  they  had  great  numbers  of  foldiers  in  readinefs, 
that  they  had  fixt  feveral  ftations  fecured  by  .ftrong  gar- 
rifonsof  foldiers  and  batteries  of  cannon  ;  he  therefore 
ordered  the  Portuguefe  one  night  to  repair  aboard  the 
fleet  with  all  their  mod  valuable  effects. 

The  king  now  perceiving  that  his  fraudulent  inten- 
tions were  detected,  refolved  entirely  to  throw  off  the 
mafk  and  to  proceed  directly  to  hoflilities ;  he  accord- 
ingly commanded  his  troops  to  be  drawn  together  from 
all  quarters,  and  that  the  cannon  mould  be  pointed  at 
our  people  ;  fo  that  now  every  thing  had  a  moft  war- 
like appearance*  Albuquerque  alarmed  by  thefe  pre- 
parations, ordered  feveral  of  his  officers  in  long  boats 
to  advance  towards  the  city,  and  to  play  their  cannon 
upon  the  walls.  Coje  Atar  commanded  the  (hips  ly- 
ing at  anchor  to  be  moved  as  near  as  poffible  to  the 
fhore,  left  they  might  be  taken  or  burnt  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe, who,  notwithstanding  this  precaution,  de- 
ftroyed  feveral  of  them.  The  Portuguefe  cannon  be- 
ing fired  inceffantly  upon  the  city,  did  confiderable  da- 
mage to  the  walls  :  but  Albuquerque  rinding  this  way 
of  carrying  on  the  war  to  be  rather  too  flow,  ha  J  re- 
courfe  to  another  and  more  effectual  method.  He  re- 
folved to  ftarve  out  the  enemy  by  hindering  any  pro- 
vifions  from  being  imported  to  them  ;  he  accordingly 
appointed  three  (hips  commanded  by  Emmanuel  Tel- 
3  lez 
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lez,  Barreto,  Antonio  de  Campo,  and  Alphonfo  Lo- 
pez Cofta,  to  intercept  all  veflfcls  coming  inio  the  ifland. 
Thefe  officers,  though  unwilling,  performed  their  or- 
ders and  took  feveral  (hips  which  they  brought  to  Al- 
buquerque. Here  the  admiral  committed  a  piece  of 
barbarity  unworthy  of  his  other  exploits  •,  for  he  com- 
manded moft  of  the  captives  to  have  their  ears,  nofes, 
and  hands  cut  off.  He  then  ordered  thefe  miferable 
wretches  to  be  put  afhore,  defiling  them  to  tell  Coje 
Atar  that  thus  he  would  ferve  all  others  who  attempted 
to  fupply  the  ifland  with  provifions.  The  enemy  were 
now  filled  with  the  utmoft  confirmation,  and  the  com- 
mon people  being  forely  affli&ed  with  famine,  began 
to  murmur  in  the  moft  tumultuous  manner.  A  con- 
fiderable  body  of  them  went  to  the  king,  whom  with 
great  warmth  they  entreated  to  relieve  them  in  their 
prefent  diltrtfs,  by  a  peace  or  fome  oiher  method  •, 
otherwife  they  faid  they  themfelves  fhouki  be  forced  to 
find  fome  remedy  for  their  calamity.  To  this  Coje 
Atar,  in  the  name  of  the  king  replied,  (for  the  eaftern 
princes  affect  it  as  a  piece  of  great  dignity  to  fpeak  by 
the  mouths  of  their  miniflers)  that  there  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  water  in  the  citterns  of  the  city,  and 
the  wells  of  Torombaque  about  four  miles  off,  to 
quench  their  thirlt  ;  and  that  there  was  at  prefent  fuch 
a  flock  of  provifions  in  the  city  as  would  enable  them 
to  hold  out  till  the  arrival  of  a  large  fleet,  which  he 
(bon  expected  loaded  with  all  neceflfaries.  Moreover, 
he  bid  them  be  of  good  courage,  alluring  them,  that 
they  fhould  quickly  fee  the  Ponuguefe  in  fetters,  to 
fuffcr  the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes.  The  fury 
of  the  populace  was  abated  by  thefe  vain  aflurances-, 
for  in  reality  there  was  not  water  enough  in  the  ci- 
fterns and  wells,  nor  a  fuffkient  quantity  of  provifions 
in  the  city  to  fupply  fo  great  a  multitude. 

Albuquerque  being  refolved  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  as 

much  as  poflibie,  in  order  to  force  them  to  a  furrendry, 

formed  a  defign  to  flop  up  the  wells  of  Torombaque : 

he  accordingly  fent  for  this  purpofe  a  detachment  of 

2  80 
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80  men,  under  George  Barreto,  and  Alphonfo  Lopez 
Cofta.     Six   Portuguefe  of  diftindlion   were  fir  ft  lent 
afhore,  in  order  to  try  if  they  could  feize  any  perfbn 
in  the  ifland  by  whom  they  might  learn  whether  the 
wells  were  defended  by  any  guard  :  they  accordingly 
took  two  caprives,  by  whom  they  underftood  that  an 
officer  named  Cide   Hamed,  was   ftationed   near  the 
wells  with  twenty-five  horie  and   two  hundred  archers 
under  his  command.     Barreto  having  received  this  in- 
telligence, ordered  the  boats  to  be  rowed  forward  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  that  he  might  land  his  men  be- 
fore day  break,  and   thus  fall   upon   the  enemy   un- 
awares.    The  event  proved  as  he  expected  ;  for  our 
people  coming  upon  the  enemy  when  afleep,  killed 
their  leader  and  his  whole  party,  excepting  a  very  few 
who  narrowly  efcaped,  and  filled  up  the  well  with  the 
carcafes  of  the  men  and  horfes :  bat  left  thefe  mould 
be  cleared  away  by  the  enemy,  he  appointed  one  Lau- 
rentio  Sylva,  a  Spaniard  of  great  gallantry,  to  guard 
the  well  with  twenty  foldiers.     This  officer,  however, 
being  furrounded  by  the  enemy's  numbers,  Albuquer- 
que, who  was  always  in  readinefs  for  action,  and  hap- 
pened then  to  be  pretty  nigh,  immediately  haftened  to 
his  relief  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.     The  ene- 
my were  very   numerous,  and   the  king  himfelf  was 
prefent  animating  them   to  the   fight  by  the  mod  en- 
couraging fpeeches.     Coje  Atar  called  aloud  to  thofe 
under  his  command,  telling  them,  that  #le  fafety  of 
all  depended  on  the  ifiue  of  this  engagement.     The 
Ormuzians  fired  by  thefe  incitements,  preffed  on  with 
redoubled  vigour  againft  the  Portuguefe,  who  being  ac 
laft  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  obliged  to  retreat 
with  mod   of   their  men   wounded.     Delamixa,    for 
whom  Albuquerque  had  obtained  pardon  and  a  liberty 
to  return  to  his  native  country,  was  above  all  remark- 
ably furious  againft  our  people,  till  at  laft  his  career 
was  ftopt  by  a  wound  which  he  received   from  a  muf- 
quct  bullet.     Albuquerque  was  certainly,  during  this 
a&ion,  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  his  life  j  but  the  more 

being 
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being  near,  all  the  Portuguefe  efcaped,  excepting  one 
of  the  admiral's  domeftics  who  was  Lulled  in  the  en- 


gagement. 


The  Portuguefe,  however,  ft  ill  blocked  up  the  ifland 
"in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  enemy  having  no  provifioris 
imported,  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extremity.  The 
people  again  in  numerous  bodies  crouded  about  the 
palace,  earneftly  imploring  the  king  not  to  be  fo  fat 
influenced  by  his  wicked  minifters  as  to  allow  his  fub- 
jects  to  be  cut  off  in  fo  miferable  a  manner  :  fometimes 
they  endeavoured  to  melt  him  by  their  tears,  and  fome- 
times to  force  him  into  a  compliance  by  tumultuoiis 
uproars.  Coje  Atar  one  while  foothed  them  by  fair 
fpeeches,  and  at  another  time  deterred  them  by  me- 
nacing language.  But  the  evil  was  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  long  endured,  and  they 
muft  of  necefiity  have  been  obliged  in  a  fhort  time  to 
furrender,  in  order  to  put  a  period  to  their  mifery. 
But  the  enemy  were  extricated  from  this  difficulty  by 
the  infamous  behaviour  of  three  Portuguefe  captains, 
Emmanuel  Tellez,  Alphonfo  Lopez,  Cofta  and  An- 
tonio de  Campo :  thefe,  though  men  of  nobility  and 
renown,  yet  were  fo  far  blinded  by  particular  pique 
againft  their  commander,  that  forgetting  all  the  ties  of 
honour,  they  fhamefully  deferted  him  when  the  war 
was  well  nigh  finifhed,  and  failed  away  for  India.  Al- 
buquerque finding  his  ftrength  fo  greatly  weakened  by 
their  departure,  as  to  be  unable  to  prolecute  the  war  ♦, 
therefore  left  the  illand  full  of  indignation,  that  the 
victory  friould  be  thus  matched  out  of  his  hands  not 
by  the  bravery  of  the  enemy,  but  by  the  bafenefs  of 
his  own  officers. 

There  is  an  ifland  named  Queixom,  which  belonged 
to  the  kingdom  of  Ormuz,  and  not  far  from  thence : 
hither  Albuquerque  failed.  He  attacked  the  town  of 
Arbez  in  this  ifland,  the  governor  of  which  he  killed, 
together  with  feveral  of  his  foldiers,  and  plundered  the 
place.  The  greateft  part  of  the  plunder  taken  here 
confilted  of  provifions  which  was  put  aboard  the  (hips. 

Here 
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Here  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  fort  of  Soco- 
tora being  blockaded  was  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for 
provifions.  He  was  at  the  fame  time  informed,  that 
a  fleet  of  feventy  fhips,  fitted  out  in  the  innermoft 
part  of  the  gulph  of  Baflbra,  was  under  fail  for  Or- 
muz.  Finding  therefore  that  he  was  under  a  necefilty 
of  avoiding  this  fleet,  and  of  afii  fling  the  Portuguese 
at  Socotora  as  foon  as  poilible,  he  therefore  refolved  to 
make  but  a  fhort  flay  in  thefe  parts.  However, 
before  he  departed  he  touched  at  another  town  of  the 
fame  ifland,  named  Homeal.  This  place  was  fortified 
with  a  ftrong  garrifon.  A  fmart  engagement  enfued, 
which  at  laft  ended  in  favour  of  the  Portuguefe,  who 
flew  great  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  plundered  the 
town.  Only  one  of  our  people  was  killed,  and  two 
Arabians  who  ferved  under  Albuquerque.  John  de 
Novo  was  likewife  (lightly  wounded.  This  gentleman, 
purfuant  to  Albuquerque's  orders,  failed  for  India,  and 
he  himfelf  directed  his  courfe  for  Socotora. 

His  arrival  put  an  end  to  the  commotions  in  that 
place,  for  the  enemy  fled  in  the  utmoft  panic.  They 
foon  after  fued  for  peace,  which  was  granted  on  con- 
dition they  fupplied  the  Portuguefe  yearly  with  a  cer- 
tain number  of  fheep  and  oxen,  by  way  of  tribute. 
And  that  the  fort  might  be  furnifried  with  a  greater 
abundance  of  provifions,  Albuquerque  difpatched  Fran- 
cifco  Tavora  to  get  a  fupply  of  corn  at  Melinda,  and 
then  he  himfelf  failed  to  Cape  Guardafu. 

Whilft  Tavora  was  at  Melinda,  Diego  Melos  and 
Martin  Caslio,  who  had  wintered  at  Mozambique,  put 
in  at  the  fame  port.  The  perfons  who  had  been  left 
at  Melinda,  in  order  to  be  conducted  to  the  emperor 
of  Ethiopia,  were  ftill  there,  for  the  king  had  not  yet 
lighted  on  a  proper  guide  for  them;  they  were  there- 
fore taken  aboard  one  of  thefe  mips.  Thefe  three  com- 
manders then  proceeded  to  join  Albuquerque  at  Cape 
Guardatu.  In  their  way  thither  they  took  a  fhip,  which 
they  plundered  and  burnt.  Albuquerque  was  highly 
overjoyed  at  the  fight  of  thefe  commanders :   he  had 

Vol.  I.  Z  likewife 


338  The  History  of         Book  VI. 

likewife  taken  another  fhip  *,  in  this  he  found  an  Ara- 
bian of  great  experience,  who  having  been  feveral 
years  at  the  emperor  of  Ethiopia's  courc,  was  perfect- 
ly acquainted  with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
people.  Him  he  fent  to  Emmanuel,  to  inform  him  of 
what  particulars  he  might  be  defirous  to  know.  He 
put  amore  the  three  ambafTadors  to  the  Ethiopian  em- 
peror, at  a  town  not  far  from  the  Cape,  and  they  tra- 
velled from  thence  to  the  place  where  they  were  fent  to, 
without  the  lead  obft  ruction.  The  emperor  then  on 
the  throne  was  named  David,  but  he  being  under  age, 
the  kingdom  was  at  that  time  ruled  by  his  mother  He- 
len; a  lady  highly  famed  for  her  prudence  and  under- 
flanding.  Both  of  them  exprefTed  the  utmoft  fatisfac- 
tion  at  the  receipt  of  Emmanuel's  letters,  and  they 
fent  an  ambaffy  to  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  the  purport 
of  which  we  dial!  give  in  another  place.  Albuquerque 
foon  after  failed  back  to  Socotora,  where  he  wintered. 

As  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  would  per- 
mit, on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  he  fleered  for  Cala- 
jate,  in  order  to  get  intelligence  of  what  had  been 
done  at  Ormuz  after  his  departure,  and  to  punifh  the 
inhabitants  for  the  trick  they  had  put  upon  him.  As 
foon  as  his  fhips  approached  the  place,  two  Arabians 
of  dillinction  belonging  to  the  city  {tt  out  in  a  boat, 
and  came  aboard  the  admiral,  without  the  lead  appre- 
henfion  ;  for  they  imagined  thefe  fhips  were  juft  ar- 
rived from  Portugal,  and  that  thofe  aboard  knew  no- 
thing of  what  had  happened  at  Ormuz,  and  they  had 
a  ftrong  defire  to  know  what  Emmanuel  had  refolved 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  in  India.  But  foon  after  re- 
collecting Albuquerque,  and  remembring  the  deceit 
practifed  on  him  by  the  governor  of  Calajate,  they 
became  half  dead  with  fear,  and  implored  his  mercy 
in  the  mod  fuppliant  manner.  He  promifed  them  for- 
givennefs,  on  condition  they  would  fincerely  anfwer  the 
queflions  he  fhouid  put  to  them:  to  which  they  readily 
confented.  From  them  he  learnt  the  prefent  ftrength 
and  poliure  of  affairs  at  Ormuz :  he  was  likewife  in- 
formed 
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formed,  that  the  governor,  who  had  impofed  on  him 
in  fo  bafe  a  manner,  was  (till  in  the  town  and  enjoyed 
the  fame  office.  As  foon  as  he  received  this  intelli- 
gence he  failed  into  the  harbour.  The  citizens,  headed 
by  their  governor,  endeavoured  to  hinder  the  landing 
of  his  men ;  but  after  a  fhort  conflict,  being  routed, 
they  took  fhelter  in  a  mofque  not  far  from  the  fhore. 
But  this  being  quickly  taken,  the  enemy  then  fled  in- 
to the  city  :  the  Portuguefe  followed  them  clofeiy,  and 
would  have  entered  the  town  immediately  had  they 
not  been  called  back  by  Albuquerque:  for  night  ap- 
proaching, the  ftreets  being  narrow,  and  the  houfes 
high,  he  was  afraid  that  the  enemy  from  their  win- 
dows might  deflroy  our  people  with  ftones  and  darts, 
which  would  be  extremely  dangerous  in  the  darknefs 
of  the  night.  The  Portuguefe  accordingly  remained 
in  the  mofque  till  next  morning,  when  as  foon  as  the 
light  appeared  they  attacked  the  town,  which  the  ene- 
my foon  quitted  in  the  ut molt  confirmation  •,  and  our 
people  then  turned  themfelves  to  plunder.  Albuquer- 
que ftaid  in  the  city  a  few  days,  whilft  in  the  mean 
while  Zafaradin,  a  bold  and  active  general,  having  got 
together  one  thoufand  brave  men,  attacked  the  Por- 
tuguefe in  the  filence  of  the  night.  But  the  enemy  not 
finding  our  people  unguarded  as  they  expected,  were 
molt  fhamef ully  repulfcd  :  for  Albuquerque  was  fo 
able  a  general,  that  he  always  kept  his  men  in  readi- 
nefs  ;  fo  that  they  could  hardly  be  furprized.  Here 
again,  being  hurried  away  by  his  indignation  againlt 
the  people,  he  committed  another  piece  of  barbarity 
like  to  that  at  Ormuz-,  for  he  ordered  all  the  priibners 
to  have  their  nofes  flitted  and  their  ears  cut  off.  He 
fet  fire  to  the  town  and  the  mofque,  which  was  a  moft 
magnificent  ftructure,  and  alfo  burnt  twenty-feven 
fhips  in  the  harbour. 

He  then  directed  his  courfe  for  Ormuz,  being  de- 
firous  to  obferve  the  condition  and  ftrengthof  the  city, 
and  to  try  if  he  could  any  way  damage  the  inhabi'ants. 
When  he  reached  this  place,  he  perceived  the  fort  was 

Z  2  raifed 


340  The  History  of  Book  VI. 

raifed  a  ftory  higher,  and  flrongly  fortified  with  can- 
non.    He  levelled  his  guns  againft  the  city,  and  bat- 
tered the  walls  for  fome  time.     He  likewife  took  fome 
mips,  and  by  all  poflible  methods  endeavoured  to  fhew 
his  refinement  againft  Coje  A  tar,  and  the  reft  of  thefe 
perfidious  iflanders  ;  but  Coje  Atar  fenc  him  a  letter  * 
which  he  had  received  from  Almeed,     In  this  Almeed 
informed  him,  *  That  Albuquerque  had  carried  on  the 
4  war  againft  Ormuz  without  the  authority  of  Emma^ 
c  nuel :  that  he  himfelf  was  greatly  difpleafed  at  the 
4  hoftilities  committed  againft  that  ifland ;  and,  in  or- 
4  der  to  convince  the  king  and  Coje  Atar  of  his  fince* 
c  rity,  that  he,  as  Emmanuel's  viceroy  in  India,  was 
c  willing  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip.' 
This  letter  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  Albuquerque;  ne- 
vertheless he  renewed  his  hoflilities  againft  the  city,  and 
did  confiderable  damage  to  fome  other  towns  belong- 
ing to  Ormuz.     He  then  failed  towards  the  continent* 
where  he  burnt  the  town  of  Habande,  from  whence 
the  ifland  was  fupplied  with  water,  and  likewife  filled 
up  the  wells  with  rubbifh,  fo  as  to  render   them  unfit 
for  ufe.     He  alfo  at  this  time  attacked  two  of  Sophi 
Ifmael's  generals,  who  were  efcorting  a  company  of 
merchants  travelling  with  a  large  troop  of  camels  load- 
ed with  provifions  and  all  forts  of  merchandize.     The 
conflict  was  fharpand  obftinate,  but  the  Perfian  officers 
were  at  la  ft  killed,  and  their  men  amounting  to  five 
hundred,,  partly  flain   and  partly  put    to   flight.     He 
then  fent  Diego  Melos  to  the  ifland  Lara,  to  ftop  up 
fome  orher  wells;  for  this  he  thought  was  the  m oft 
effectual  way  to  diftrefs  the  people  of  Ormuz.     But 
Melos  difregarding  Albuquerque's  orders,  was  defirous 
of  himfelf  to  perform  fome  great  exploit,  and  by  the 
treachery  of  fome  Arabians  he  was  decoyed  into  a  nu- 
merous fleet  of  the  enemy :  thefe  he  refilled  with  the 
utmoft  intrepidity,  but  was  at  lad  killed,   with  nine 
more  of  the  Portuguefe  ;  the  reft   hoifting  their  fails, 
bore  away  before  the  wind  with  all  poflible  expedition. 

Albuquerque 
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Albuquerque  failed  now  for  India,  and  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Cananor  on  the  3d  of  November  1508, 
about  which  time,  as  mentioned  above,  Laurentio  Al- 
meed  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with  fome  of  the 
fultan's  generals.  Soon  after  this  misfortune,  Lauren- 
tio's  father,  the  viceroy,  received  a  letter  from  Em- 
manuel, recalling  him  home,  and  ordering  him  to  give 
up  the  government  to  Albuquerque.  Almeed  hap- 
pened at  this  time  to  be  bufy  in  fitting  out  a  fleet 
againft  Mirhocem,  to  revenge  his  fon's  death  ;  but  be- 
fore he  proceeded  againft  the  enemy,  he  took  care  to 
get  ready  ("even  fhips  for  Portugal  ;  two  of  thefe  were 
loft  in  the  paflage,  and  the  reft  arrived  fafe  at  Lifoon. 
He  then  failed  on  his  expedition,  and  in  the  way 
touched  at  Cananor.  While  he  remained  there,  Al- 
buquerque arrived,  whom  he  feemed  to  vreceive  in  the 
moft  affectionate  manner.  The  following  day  he  in- 
vited him  to  dinner,  and  fhowed  him  Emmanuel's  let- 
ter. He  faid  he  was  very  willing  to  obey  his  majefty's 
orders,  but  that  he  could  not  conveniently  comply 
with  them  that  year  :  for  having  already  fitted  out  a 
large  fleet  at  vaft  trouble  and  expence,  he  intended  to 
carry  on  a  war  againft  Mirhocem  and  the  Caiicutians ; 
and  it  did  not  feem  reafonable  that  any  other  perfon 
fhould  flnifh  what  he  had  begun,  or  deprive  him  of 
an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  fon's  death.  To  this 
Albuquerque  anfwered,  ■  That  Almeed  muft  certainly 

*  be  highly  blameable  if  he  did  not  immediately  obey 

*  his  majefty's  command :  and  as   to  the  enemy,  (he 

*  faid)  if  the  fleet  was  committed  to  his  care,  he  would 

*  undertake  to  carry  on  the  war  in  fuch  a  manner, 
1  that  Almeed  fhould  have  no  reafon  to  repent  of  his 
4  entrufting  him  wiih  that  charge  :'  Almeed,  however, 
refilled  to  do  this.  Thence  a  mifunderftanding  arofe, 
which  entirely  alienated  the  affections  of  thefe  two 
commanders  from  each  other,  and  the  Portuguefe 
formed  themfelves  into  two  factions,  one  in  favour  of 
Almeed,  and  the  other  taking  part  with  Albuquerque. 
Thus  it  happened,  by  the  violence  of  the  two  parties, 

Z  3  .  that 
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that  the  animofity  betwixt  thefe  two  brave  men  was 
greatly  fomented  *,  both  equally  fond  of  fame,  were 
defirous  of  having  the  honour  of  finifhing  the  war, 
and  each  fpirited  on  by  his  party,  wanted  to  fnatch 
the  glory  from  the  other.  But  notwithftanding  this 
difcord  fubfilted  betwixt  them,  yet  they  did  not  pro- 
ceed to  any  violence  in  their  words  or  actions.  For 
when  Almeed  was  about  to  depart  to  engage  the  ene- 
my, Albuquerque  offered  his  afliftance,  and  by  feveral 
of  his  friends  folicited  ftrongly  that  he  might  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  fhare  in  this  enterprize.  Almeed  returned 
him  thanks,  but  faid  it  would  be  extremely  unreafon- 
able,  that  Albuquerque  mould  fo  foon  engage  in  frefh 
fatigues  after  the  hardfhips  he  had  fo  lately  undergone: 
he  therefore  defired  him  at  prelent  to  take  a  little  re- 
fpite ;  telling  him  he  would  have  bufinefs  enough  up- 
on his  hands,  and  no  lefs  dangerous  wars  to  carry  on 
when  he  entered  upon  the  government.  Albuquerque 
being  thus  excluded  from  a  fhare  in  the  prefent  enter- 
prize, failed  for  Cochin,  where  he  remained  for  fome 
time,  highly  difgufted  at  the  infult  put  upon  him. 

Almeed  fet  fail  on  the  12th  of  December,  with  a 
fleet  of  nineteen  fhips,  aboard  which  there  were  three 
hundred  Portuguese  and  four  hundred  Cochinians.  He 
coafted  along  by  Onor,  where  he  took  and  burnt  fome 
Calicutian  mips  in  that  harbour.  This,  however,  was 
not  accomplifhed  without  the  lofs  of  fome  blood  on 
both  fides.  He  then  went  to  water  his  (hips  at  An- 
chedive  •,  and  from  thence  fleered  his  courfe  for  Da- 
bul,  a  city  belonging  to  Zabaio,  king  of  Goa.  This 
prince  had  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Mirhocem, 
and  the  reft  of  the  enemies  to  the  Portuguefe.  He 
had  likewife  fent  kttcrs  to  the  fultan,  foliciting  him  to 
levy  war  again  ft  our  people.  Almeed  was  therefore 
extremely  defirous  to  deftroy  this  city  •,  befides,  he 
had  another  provision  to  excite  his  refentment.  For 
Pelagio  Soufa,  one  of  his  commanders,  having  fcpa- 
rated  from  the  fleet,  went  afhore  in  order  to  get  a 
ftipply  of  water  and  provifions,  and  his  men  happen* 
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ing  to  quarrel  with  the  natives,  thty  alarmed  the  coun- 
try, and  a  confiderable  body  of  them  being  collected, 
they  attacked  the  Portuguefe,  and  killed  Pclagio  Our 
men  being  difheartened  by  the  death  of  their  leader, 
betook  themfelves  to  flight.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
many,  that  Pelagio  fuffered  very  juftly  for  his  rafhnefs 
in  going  afhore,  without  the  orders  of  Almeed  ;  for 
the  provifions  was  far  from  being  fo  fcarce  as  to  oblige 
him  to  act  in  fo  unwarrantable  a  manner. 
'  When  Almeed  approached  Dabul,  he  fent  a  perfon 
in  the  night  to  found  the  depth  of  the  harbour.  The 
city  lies  in  a  plain  at  the  bottom  of  a  pleafant  hill; 
it  is  a  large  town  adorned  with  many  magnificent  build- 
ings, and  fortified  with  a  (bong  garrifon.  The  go- 
vernor was  an  Arabian,  a  man  of  renowned  gallantry, 
who  had  under  his  command  fix  thoufand  ibldiers  5 
among-fl:  whom  were  five  hundred  Turks.  There  were 
befides  in  the  harbour  a  great  number  of  (hips  well 
manned,  and  furnifhed  wi:h  plenty  of  arms  and  all 
forts  of  warlike  (lores.  The  following  day  the  wind 
and  tide  being  favourable,  Almeed  ordered  the  fleet  to 
weigh  and  enter  the  harbour.  They  moved  in  three 
lines,  the  galleys  being  in  the  van,  the  lower  decked 
fhips  in  the  centre,  and  the  higher  ones  in  the  rear.  The 
long  boats  were  likewife  in  readinefs  to  receive  our 
people  when  an  occafion  fhould  offer  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  the  fhore.  The  enemy  attempted,  but  in 
vain,  to  hinder  the  Portuguefe  from  landing.  Almeed 
with  the  firft  line  of  his  men  firft  got  afhore.  He  ad- 
vanced to  attack  a  tower  which  feemed  to  be  ftrongly 
fortified,  when  the  governor  of  the  city  with  all  his 
forces  drawn  up  after  their  manner,  advanced  to  meet 
him.  The  Portuguefe  attacked  them  with  fo  much 
vigour,  that  at  the  firft  onfet,  having  killed  the  gene- 
ral and  feveral  other  perfohs  of  diftincYion,  they  foon 
drove  the  reft  to  flight.  The  enemy  being  routed,  fled 
into  the  city,  and  our  people  purfuing  them  clofely, 
entered  at  the  fame  time.  Now  a  moft  difmal  fcene 
followed  •,  for  the  Portuguefe,  blinded  by  their  fury, 
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were  hurried  into  the  mod  Shocking  barbarities,  not- 
even  fparing  the  infants,  whom  they  tore  from  the  em- 
braces ef  their  diftracled  mothers.  Many  there  were 
who  on  their  knees,  and  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  of- 
fered vaft  quantities  of  gold,  filver,  and  the  mod  pre- 
cious diamonds,  for  the  redemption  of  their  children  ; 
but  nothing  could  move  the  obdurate  hearts  of  the 
mercilefs  conquerors.  The  (laughter  was  continued 
till  funfet,  when  Almeed  ordered  a  retreat  to  be  found- 
ed ;  for  he  was  afraid  left  his  men  draggling  about  in 
the  city,  intent  on  plunder  and  (laughter,  might  meet 
with  fome  mifchief,  which  is  generally  the  cafe  when 
foldiers  are  not  reflrained  by  proper  difcipline :  he 
accordingly  retired  into  a  large  mofque,  with  all  his 
forces,  and  he  conferred  the  order  of  knighthood  on 
thofe  who  had  mofl  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  en- 
gagement. 

The  following  day  the  viceroy  gave  up  the  place 
to  be  plundered  by  the  foldiers  ;  the  booty  was  fo 
considerable,  that  the  men  could  not  be  brought  off 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  orders  fent  for  that  pnr- 
pofe.  Almeed,  obferving  this,  privately  difpatched 
fome  perfons  to  fet  fire  to  the  city.  The  flames  quick- 
ly reduced  the  whole  town  to  allies,  all  the  ihips  were 
likewife  deftroyed,  many  of  the  citizens,  who  had 
concealed  themfelves  were  alfo  confumed.  In  fhort 
out  of  fo  great  a  number  of  foldiers,  as  well  as  citi- 
zens, a  very  few  only  efcaped,  who  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains. Of  the  Portuguefe,  there  were  about  fixteen 
killed  and  two  hundred  wounded.  Almeed  then  ad- 
vanced to  the  mountains,  where  he  burnt  many  cafties 
and  villages.  Several  parties  of  the  enemy  in  different 
places  came  againfl  him,  but  thefe  he  partly  killed 
and  partly  routed,  and  drove  off  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  cattle  as  provifions  for  the  fleet. 

The  enemy  being  thus  defeated,  Almeed  returned 
to  his  fnips,  where  he  received  letters  from  Melichiaz 
and  the  Portuguefe  captives.  Thefe  were  full  of  the  mod 
civil  expreffions  j  for  Mirhocem  offered  to  rekafe  the 

prifoner; 
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prifoners  on  the  moft  reafonable  terms.  The  Portu- 
guefe  likewife  gave  him  to  underftand  they  were  at 
prefent  treated  by  Mirhocem  with  the  utmoft  civility; 
and  therefore  entreated  him  to  come  to  ibme  agree- 
ment about  their  redemption,  whilft  the  enemy  feemed 
to  be  of  fuch  a  mild  difpofition,  left,  if  the  prefent  op- 
portunity was  neglected,  the  affair  might  afterwards 
be  more  difficult.  But  this  was  di (covered  to  be  only 
an  artifice  made  life  of  by  the  fubtle  Mirhocem  to  found 
the  intentions  of  our  people.  Almeed  therefore  thought 
proper  to  anfwer  thefe  letters  by  the  mouths  of  his 
cannon.  He  ordered  all  the  artillery  taken  from  the 
enemy  to  be  put  aboard  his  fhips,  and  failed  from 
thence  on  the  5th  of  January  1509. 

Having  cruized  along  that  coaff,  he  touched  at  the 
places  which  had  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Em- 
manuel, and  demanded  the  tribute.  He  came  at  length 
into  the  river  Mais,  which  runs  through  the  kingdom 
of  Cambaia.  Not  far  from  the  fhore  he  faw  a  very 
ancient  town,  with  a  large  mofque,  near  which  there 
was  a  fpacious  plain  covered  with  a  vaft  number  of 
graves.  Almeed  exprefTed  fomewhat  of  fuprize  at  fuch 
a  multitude  of  thefe  funeral  monuments.  Thole  who 
were  mod  famed  for  their  wifdom  in  the  country,  in- 
formed him  that,  according  to  their  ancient  records, 
Hercules  having  penetrated  into  India  with  a  formida- 
ble army,  had  in  two  engagements  on  that  fpor,  been 
completely  routed  by  a  powerful  Indian  prince ;  and  in 
order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that  exploit,  their 
anceftors  had  thought  proper  to  confecrate  the  field  in 
which  Hercules's  foldiers  had  fallen,  and  to  declare  it 
facrilegious  in  any  one  who  fhould  violate  trie  graves. 
Whether  this  was  a  fabulous  romance,  or  a  real  fact, 
}  leave  every  one  to  determine  in  his  own  mind. 

Almeed  having  departed/rom  thence,  failed  for  Diu. 
Mirhocem  being,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Melichiaz, 
refolvpd  to  engage  Almeed,  had  for  that  purpofe  or- 
dered out  all  his  fhips  to  the  open  fea.  He  had  fix 
jarge   fliips,   four  Cambaian   yeffels,     and   Melichia's 
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(loops  of  war,  which  we  mentioned  above,  together 
with  a  confiderable  number  of  the  Calicutian  Paraos; 
lb  that  the  enemy's  fleet  amounted  to  above  one  hun- 
dred fail.  Mirhocem's  foldiers  were  men  of  the  ut- 
mod  intrepidity,  and  not  a  little  confident  offuccefs. 
The  auxiliaries  which  he  had  received  from  the  other 
nations  were  armed  with  the  fame  aflurance.  Hope 
and  refentme.nt  fpurred  them  on  to  defend  their  liberty, 
and  to  deftroy  a  people  whom  they  hated.  There 
were  Lkewife  in  this  fleet  feveral  Venetians  and  Scla- 
vonians,  who  commanded  fome  of  the  galleys  ;  and 
thefe  Chriftians,  if  worthy  to  be  called  fo,  fhewed 
no  lefs  ardour  to  engage  our  fleet  than  thofe  enemies  of 
cur  holy  religion.  Each  commander  ufed  various  ar- 
guments to  excite  the  courage  of  his  foldiers.  Mirho- 
cem  by  all  poffible  methods  endeavoured  to  rouze  the 
refentment  of  hir>  men  againft  the  Chriftian  name,  and 
animated  them  with  the  agreeable  profpe<5t  of  rewards 
and  honour,  which  would  attend  the  fuccefs  of  this 
engagement;  adding  moreover,  that  the  liberty  and 
fatety  of  all   the  Arabians  depended  on  their  gallantry. 

*  If  you  are  worded  this  day,  faid  he,  the  ignominy 
4  and  lofs  will  be  everlafting  and  irretrievable;  on  the 
4  other  hand  if  you  prove  victorious,  the  empire  of  India 
«  will  be  fecure,  and  your  names  will  become  for  ever 

*  immortal.*  Almeed  on  his  part  did  not  omit  any 
thing  which  he  thought  might  inflame  his  men  againft 
the  Mahometans,  and  infpire  them  with  a  zeal  for 
their  own  religion.  He  toid  them,  that  all  hopes  de- 
pended on  their  courage.    '  For  fiid  he,  if  conquered, 

*  you  are  every  where  fui  rounded  by  your  enemies,  who, 
4  when  freed  from  the  terror  of  your  arms,  will  vent 
4  their  implacable  rage  againft  the  Chriftian  name.  You 
4  can  have  no  fuccour  but  from  a  great  diftance.  Nor 
4  will  you  be  able  to  find  any  ftielter  in  your  calamity; 
4  for  the  people  are  faithlefs,  and  will  not  fcruple  to 
4  break  through  the  moft  folemn  ties  of  treaty,  as  foon 
4  as  an  opportunity  offers.  Behave  therefore  like  men  ; 
4  refolve  either  to  conquer  or  die  honourably.'  He  like- 
wife 
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wife  put  them  in  mind  of  the  fate  of  his  fon  Lauren- 
tio,  a  youth  univerfally  beloved,  telling  them  he  hoped 
thofe  who  had  expreffed  their  forrow  for  his  death,  would 
avenge  his  fall,  by  their  gallant  behaviour;  and  in  fine, 
he  exhorted  them  to  put  their  truft  in  Chi  id,  for  whole 
glory  thfcy  particularly  fought. 

By  theie,  and  fuch  like  ipeeches,  Almeed  having  en- 
deavoured to  whet  the  courage  of  his  men,  of  them- 
felves  fufficiently   eager,    he   ordered  the  fails  to   be 
hoifted.     But  as  the  wind  failed,  and  the  enemy  did 
not  advance  from  their  ftations,  he  came   again  to  an 
anchor,  waiting  the  return  of  the  tide,  and  a  favoura- 
ble gale.     The  wind   anfwering   fooner  than    he  ex^ 
pectcd  he  again  weighed,  and  the  fignal  being  given, 
he  advanced   fo  far  that  he  could  reach  the  enemy  with 
his  cannon,  for  the  tide  not  beginning  yet  to  flow,  the 
water  was  low,  fo  that  he  was  afraid  to  approach  nearer, 
left  he  fhould  run  aground.     The  enemy  had  planted 
feveral  cannon   on   the  walls  of  the  city,  and  on   the 
tower  upon  the  fea-fhore :    from  thence  they  threw  a 
great  number  of  weapons,  and  fired  from  their  batteries 
on  our  people,  who  in  their  turn  attacked  the  enemy's 
fleet  with  great  fury.     The  engagement  continued  till 
it  was  interrupted  by  the  darkneis  of  the  night.     Al- 
meed, who  was  in  the  flrft  line  with  his  (hip,  had  re- 
folved  to  attack  that  commanded  by  Mirhocem,  but 
he  was  diffuaded  from  this  defign  by  the  reft  of  his 
ofiicers  ;  for  they  reprefented  to  him    the  diforder  and 
confufion  which  the  Portuo-uefe  Meet  would  be  thrown 
into,  if  their  admiral  fhould  be  involved   in  danger. 
This  advice  was  not  agreeable  ro  his  inclination  ;  how- 
ever   he  followed   it  becaufe   he  thought  it  mod  con- 
fident with  the  rules  of  prudence.     He  appointed  Nu- 
mez  Vafco  Pereira  to   attack  Mirhocem's  fhip,  and 
gave  him  the   bravtft  men  in    the  fleet   to  carry    en 
this  enterprize,  and  ordered  George  Melos  Pereira   to 
follow  him.     In  every  fhip  the  men  were  drawn    up 
in  four  lines  at  the  poop,  (fern  and  fides  and  each  of 
theie  under  particular   officers.     Mirhocem  perceiving 

that 
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that  Almeed  rufhed  on  boldly  to  the  engagement,  de- 
termined then  to  follow  the  advice  of  Mclichiaz,  which 
he  had  before  rejected.  He  accordingly  refolved  not 
to  pafs  the  (hallow,  but  drew  back  his  fleet  nearer  the 
walls,  that  he  might  act  with  more  fafety,  when  af- 
fifted  by  the  cannon  of  the  city,  and  be  more  readi- 
ly fupplied  with  reinforcements  when  necefTary.  He 
drew  up  his  fleet  in  the  following  order.  In  the  van 
he  placed  his  fix  large  fhips,  linked  together  two  and 
two,  fo  that  they  might  be  an  afli fiance  to  each  other ; 
his  own  fhip  was  in  the  centre  of  the  line.  Next  to 
thefe  were  the  galleys,  (loops  of  war,  and  the  paraos, 
which  being  light  and  nimble,  were  to  afiifl  the  large 
fhips  as  occafion  required  •,  and  he  flationed  the  Cam- 
baian  veffels  at  the  fhallow  near  the  fhore,  in  order 
to  ftand  the  firfl  fhock  of  the  engagement. 

The  following  day  Nunez  Vafco  Pereira,  purfuant 
to  Almeed's  orders,  failed  towards  the  enemy,  but 
George  Melos  owing  to  the  negligence  of  his  pilot, 
could  not  follow  him  with  that  expedition  which  the 
exigency  required.  The  reft  of  the  fhips  moved  in 
the  order  they  were  directed.  Melichiaz  perceiving 
our  people  approach,  commanded  the  cannon  on  the 
walls  and  the  tower,  to  be  fired  againft  the  Portuguefe 
fleet.  By  one  fhor,  ten  of  Pereire's  men,  when  upon 
the  fhrouds  furling  the  fails,  were  killed.  Neverthe- 
lefs  Pereira  Mill  advanced,  with  a  refolution  to  grapple 
the  enemy's  flag  fhip.  Mirhocem  obferving  this,  or- 
dered the  fhip  fattened  to  this  to  be  Joofened,  that 
when  Pereira  begun  the  attack,  they  might  annoy  him 
on  both  fides.  But  Pereira  having  pointed  a  large  gun 
at  the  fhip,  thus  disjoined  from  the  admiral,  gave 
her  fo  effectual  a  fhot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  that 
both  her  fides  were  at  once  forced.  The  enemy 
knowing  their  veflTel  was  perforated  in  the  (larboard 
fide,  immediately  crouded  to  the  larboard  fide,  where 
they  threw  their  heavy  luggage,  thinking  to  fave  her 
by  making  her  incline  that  way;  but  fhe  being  equali- 
ty damagal  on  that  fide,  immediately  funk  to  the  bot* 

torn, 
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torn.  Diego  Petreio,  who  purfuant  to  Almeed's  di- 
rections advanced  before  Pereire  with  his  galley,  to 
found  the  depth,  having  found  there  was  great  danger 
from  the  lownefs  of  the  water,  warned  Pereira  by  a 
fignal  not  to  advance  any  farther:  Pereire  accordingly 
ftopt  his  courfe.  Mirhocem  obferving  this,  fet  upon 
him  with  vaft  fury.  The  two  fhips  having  grappled 
each  other,  the  engagement  was  fought  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy.  In  this  conflict  Henrique  Machiado,  a  man  of 
diftinguifhed  bravery,  was  killed.  But  the  fight  was 
rendered  extremely  difficult  by  a  contrivance  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  covered  themfelves  above  by  ropes,  in 
the  form  of  a  net,  reaching  from  the  poop  to  the  item. 
Our  people  attempted  to  mount  it  with  vaft  labour, 
but  they  met  with  a  mofl  obftinate  refiftance.  In  the 
mean  while  one  of  their  Hemmed  mips  having  ad- 
vanced to  Mirhocem's  aftiftance,  attacked  the  other 
fide  of  Pereira's  veiTel,  and  threw  our  people  into  the 
utmoft  confufion.  Pereira  thus  prefTed,  exerted  him- 
felf  with  redoubled  vigour  and  dexterity,  but  being 
fatigued  with  the  weight  of  his  helmet,  in  order  td 
eafe  himfelf  he  pulled  it  off,  and  at  this  inftant  he  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound  in  the  throat.  The  victory 
however  ftill  remained  doubtful.  Francifco  Tavora 
perceiving  the  danger  of  his  friends,  brifkly  attacked 
the  other  fide  of  Mirhocem's  fhip,  and  ordered  fome 
of  his  men  to  mount  the  net,  which  being  broke  by 
the  weight,  the  Pormguefe  fell  in  upon  the  deck,  and 
thus  the  fight  was  renewed  with  frefh  vigour.  The 
enemy,  however,  were  at  laft  partly  killed,  and  partly 
driven  headlong  into  the  fea.  Thofe  in  the  ftemmed 
fhip,  feeing  the  greater!  part  of  their  crew  killed,  the 
veffel  bored  in  many  places,  and  the  rigging  demo- 
hfhed,  quitted  the  fhip  in  the  utmoft  precipitation; 
and  there  being  no  one  aboard  to  guide  her,  flic  was 
driven  upon  the  fhore  by  the  violence  of  the  tide. 
The  reft  of  the  Portugnefe  commanders  behaved  with 
the  like  intrepidity  :  Peiro  Barreto  took  another  vef- 
fel belonging  to  Mirhocem  :  Antonio  de  Campo  made 

4  himfelf 
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himfelf  mailer  of  a  ftemmed  fhip,    and  George  Melos 
as  foon  as  he  pofiibly  could,    fee    upon   the  Cambaian 
ihips.     Pedro  Cain  likewife  attacked   a  third  .ftemmed 
fhip  with  lb  much  fury,  that  before  he  fixed  his  grap- 
pling irons  he  was  upon   her  covering    or  net,  with 
thirty  eight  of  his  men.     The   enemy  from  the  deck 
below  wounded  itveral  of  our  people,  who  being  hin- 
dered by  the  ropes  could   not  ufe  their  fwords.    Cain 
finding  himfelf  involved  in  this  difficulty  attempted  to 
jump  down  upon   the   deck,  but  his  head   was  (truck 
off  at  one  blow   by  the   enemy.     Whilfl  our  people 
remained  in  this  dangerous  fituation,   another   Portu- 
guefe  fhip  came  up  to  their   afiiftance.     This  feafon- 
able  relief  gave  them  fo  much  fpirits,  that  the  ene- 
my's fhip  was  quickly  taken,  and  all  aboard  were  put 
to  the  fword.     Almeed  being  as  a  fpeclator  of  the 
engagement  gave  all  neceffary  orders,  and  played  his 
cannon  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  he  funk  one  large 
fhip,  together  with  fome  (loops  of  war  and  paraos.  Me- 
Jichiaz  lent   frequent  Supplies  from  afhore  to  fucceed 
thofe  who  were    fatigued,  and  to  renew  the  conflict. 
Be  fides,  he  flood  with  his  drawn  fword,  and  wounded 
or  killed  thofe    who  retreated,  and   by  his  threats  he 
drove  feveral  back  to  the  fight.     The  Portuguefe,   af- 
ter a  mod  obflinate  battle  killed  fo  many  of  the  enemy, 
that  the  waves  were  died   with  blood.     The  Calicu- 
tians  being  the  fir  ft  who  retreated  from  the  fight,  flood 
to  lea  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.     But  Mirhocem's 
fhips  and  Melichia's  galleys   retired  to  the  innermoft 
parts  of  the  harbour  and  the  mouth  of  the  river.    Ro- 
derigo  Soarez,    who   commanded  a  low  decked  fhip 
having  obferved  two  of  thefe  galleys,  pufhed    on  till 
he  got  betwixt  them.     Then  throwing  grappling  irons 
from  each  fide  of  his  fhip,  he  fixed  the  two  gilleys  fo 
as  they  could  not  move,  and  having  killed  or  driven 
overboard  the   crews  of  each,    he    then    towed  them 
along  to  Almeed.     There  was  now  only  one  fhip  of 
the  enemy  which   had   not  been    attacked.     She   was 
high  decked,  and  ftrong  built,  and  covered  with   raw 
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hides ;  fo  that  if  our  men  had  boarded  her  their  foot- 
ing mud  have  been  very  flippery,  or  if  they  had  even 
thrown  fire  into  her,  this  would  have  had  little  effect. 
The  foldiers  aboard  were  extremely  numerous,  and 
thefe  too  men  of  the  moil  refolute  and  undaunted 
couiage.  Befides  her  fides  were  of  fuch  ftrength  and 
thicknefs,  that  they  werealmoft  impenetrable  to  cannon 
bullets.  The  Portuguefe,  however,  having  furrounded 
her,  battered  her  in  fo  terrible  a  manner  that  fhe  at  laft 
funk.  All  the  crew  threw  themfelves  overboard.  Our 
people  having  purfued  them  in  boats,  killed  many  in 
the  water,  fo  that  a  very  few  efcaped.  The  engage- 
ment lafted  from  mid-day  till  night.  In  this  action  the 
enemy  loft  four  thoufand  men  ;  amongft  thefe  were  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  fultan's  foldiers  called  ma- 
malukes-,  for  out  of  eight  hundred,  who  were  prefent 
at  the  fight,  only  twenty  two  furvived  this  difafter. 

Mirhocem  was  now  afraid  that  Melichiaz  might 
change  his  friendship  with  his  fortune,  and  betray  him 
to  Almeed  :  he  therefore  fled  into  the  king  ofCam- 
baia's  dominions,  with  all  poflible  fpeed.  Three  large 
mips  with  feveral  paraos  and  (loops  of  war  were  funk. 
Two  fiemmed  fhips,  two  galleys  and  four  large  vef- 
fels  were  taken.  In  thefe  there  were  a  great  number 
of  cannon,  vaft  quantities  of  gold  as  well  as  filver 
coin,  and  a  prodigious  variety  of  filk  and  embroidered 
cloaths  of  great  value,  Almeed,  however  referved  none 
of  the  booty  for  himfelf,  but  gave  it  all  amongft  the 
foldiers.  Of  the  Poituguefe  about  thirty  two  were 
killed,  and  three  hundred  wounded.  Their  fhips  were 
fo  torn  and  battered  that  they  were  obliged  to  fpend 
a  confiderable  time  in  repairing  them.  It  was  certainly 
a  mod  extraordinary  victory  :  yet  Paul  Jovius,  though 
he  rakes  notice  of  the  fultan's  fleet  being  lent  inro 
India  againft  the  Portuguefe,  makes  no  mention  of 
this  remarkable  exploit.  I  fuppofe  he  induftrioufty 
omitted  it  out  of  a  pique  he  had  conceived  agairilt 
John  the  third,  who  thought  it  mean  to  court  this 
fordid  author  by  prcfents,    to  write  encomiums  on  the* 
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Portuguefe  nation.  The  army  of  the  enemy  very 
probably  confided  of  many  different  nations,  for 
there  were  found  in  the  (hips  feveral  books  wrote  in 
the  Italian,  German,  French  and  Spanifh  languages. 
Three  of  the  fultan's  ftandards  were  likewife  taken. 
A I  meed,  notwithstanding  this  fuccefs,  was  afraid  left 
the  fleet  might  receive  fome  damage  that  night, 
and  therefore  ordered  it  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
city. 

Next  day  Melichiaz  fent  letters  to  Almeed,  fuing 
for  peace,  and  imputing  all  his  mifconduct  to  his  hard 
fate,  which  had  driven  him  into  fuch  a  mad  under- 
taking. He  implored  pardon  in  the  mod  fuppliant 
manner,  and  protefted  that  he  would  henceforth  re- 
main true  and  faithful  to  the  Portuguefe  interefl  ♦,  for 
that  he  had  now  experienced  their  warlike  bravery,  and 
had  ample  proofs  of  their  inviolable  friendfhip  from 
various  tefti monies.  He  faid  he  fhould  never  again 
choofe  to  put  their  courage  to  the  trial,  to  his  own  fofs 
and  fhame,  but  would  entirely  exert  himfelf  to  cul- 
tivate their  friendfhip,  which  he  was  perfuaded  would 
greatly  tend  to  his  own  intereft  and  honour.  He  then 
put  them  in  mind  of  what  fervice  he  could  be  to  the 
Portuguefe,  if  they  would  condefcend  to  accept  of  his 
iriendmip.  This  letter  was  brought  by  one  Cidialle, 
an  Arabian  of  Spanifh  extraction,  with  whom  Almeed 
had  been  very  well  acquainted,  when  he  ferved  under 
king  Ferdinand  in  the  Granadian  war.  Almeed  made 
anfwer,  That  he  would  by  no  means'grant  peace,  unlefs 
Melichiaz  would  firft  reftore  the  Portugufe  prifoners, 
and  deliver  up  Mirhocem  with  the  fultan's  foldiers  and 
the  (hips  which  had  efcaped  out  of  the  fight.  Me- 
lichiaz replied  by  the  fame  Arabian,  that  he  would 
immediately  give  up  the  Portuguefe  and  the  fhips; 
but  that  Mirhocem  had  fled  he  knew  not  whether: 
and  if  he  had  him  in  his  cuftody,  yet  he  faid  he 
would  by  no  means  have  committed  fuch  an  infamous 
action,  as  to  betray  a  man  under  his  protection.  Such 
an  action,  re  added,  would  be   highly  unbecoming  a 
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wanior,  who  ought  to  prefer  an  honourable  death  to 
fhameful  life.  Almeed  granted  his  requeft,  and  the 
Portugueie  prifoners  vvere  immediately  rdcafed.  The 
enemy's  fhips  were  likewife  given  up  to  oar  people. 
All  the  galleys  were  by  Al meed's  orders  burnt,  for  he 
had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  foldiers,  Tailors  or  row- 
ers to  man  them. 

The  articles  of  peace  being  concluded,  Almeed  fenC 
out  Antonio  Norhogna,  with  two  mips  furnifhed  with 
provifions,  to  fupply  the  fort  at  Socotora.  He  ltfc 
Triftano  Agao  in  the  harbour  of  Dili  with  two  of  the 
enemy's  fhips,  and  ordered  him  to  put  aboard  all  the 
cannon  and  ammunition  which  had  been  taken,  and 
then  to  fail  for  Cochin.  Pie  himfelf  having  departed 
from  thence,  coafted  along  betwixt  Diu  and  Cochin, 
where  he  demanded  tribute  of  all  the  princes,  pu- 
nifhed  thofe  who  had  rebelled,  and  greatly  extended 
the  fovereignty  of  Emmanuel.  He  appointed  thefe 
three  commanders  Pedro  Barreto,  Garcia  Soufa,  and 
Martin  Ccelo  to  keep  at  fea,  to  intercept  all  the  Arabian 
fhips.  He  then  proceeded  for  Cananor,  and  in  fight 
of  that  fort  committed  a  piece  of  barbarity  which  not 
a  little  fullied  the  glory  of  his  victory  •,  for  he  com- 
manded the  fultan's  foldiers,  who  as  prifoners  of  war 
ought  to  have  beent  treated  with  hoipitality,  to  be 
partly  hanged  and  partly  (hot.  He  remained  here  a 
few  days  till  he  refreshed  his  men,  and  fettled  fome 
things  with  regard  to  the  city  :  he  then  (leered  for 
Cochin,  where  he  was  received  by  the  king  and  all 
the  Portugueie  with  the  utmolt  civility,  and  the  great- 
eft  expreflions  of  joy. 

In  the  mean  while,  by  the  arts  of  an  abandoned 
fet  of  men,  the  animofity  betwixt  Almeed  and  Al- 
buquerque was  more  and  more  kindled.  Thofe  of 
Almeed's  parry  earneiiiy  entreated  him  not  to  give 
up  the  government  to  fuch  a  rafh  and  head  (Iron g 
man,  who  if  intruded  with  this  charge,  would  cer- 
tainly by  his  madnefs  lofe  all  the  glory  already  ac- 
quired.    Thofe  efpecially   who    had   defened    Albu- 
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querque  in  the  Ormuzian  war,  endeavoured  to  fcrcen 
their  own  infamous  behaviour,  by  throwing  upon  him 
the  moil  virulent  reproaches.  They  faid,  that  without 
the  king's  orders  he  had  engaged  in  a  moil  dange- 
rous and  unneceffary  war,  againfl  a  people  too,  from 
whom  he  had  received  no  provocation.  That  without 
the  lead  prudence  or  conduct  with  a  few  fhipshe  had 
attacked  a  mod  formidable  fleet,  not  confulting  the 
honour  of  his  royal  mailer,  nor  the  fafety  of  the  men  ; 
whom  he  had  brought  into  the  moil  extreme  danger, 
that  indeed  by  the  divine  providence  they  had  been 
delivered  from  deflruction;  but  the  wifdom  of  a  general 
was  not  to  be  judged  of  by  the  event,  but  the  na- 
ture of  his  undertaking.  They  concluded  therefore 
that  a  man  of  fuch  a  rafh  difpofition  is  by  no  means 
fit  for  fuch  an  important  trufl  as  Emmanuel  had  con- 
ferred upon  him.  c  If  on  the  one  hand,  continued 
4  they,  you  are  afraid  of  Emmanuel's  difpleaiure,    yet 

*  on  the  other,  you  ought  to  be  more  afraid  of 
'  giving  up  a  government  acquired  by  fo  much  blood, 

*  to  a  man,  with  whofe  character  though  the  king  is 

*  unacquainted,  yet  you   know  to  be  raih  to  the  laft 

*  degree.  Befides,  if  you  write  the  king  your  fentiments 
4  on  the  affair,  he  wil',  in  our  opinion,  applaud  your 

*  conduct:  or  even  if  it  fhouid  happen  otherwife,  yet 
4  certainly,  as  a  man  of  great  and  public  fpirit,  you 
4  ought  to  be   more  afraid  of  bringing  deflruction  on 

*  the  Ponuguefe  than  of  injuilly  incurring  the   refent- 

*  ment  of  our  fovereign.'  Moreover,  they  complain- 
ed that  Albuquerque  wore  out  his  men  by  the  moil 
intolerable  fatigue  ;  and  in  his  abfence  they  threw  out 
againll  him  many  fpireful  jokes  and  farcaitical  expref- 
fions.  All  the  particulars  were  carefully  related  to 
Albuquerque  by  another  fet  of  people,  no  lefs  defirous 
to  blow  up  the  flames  of  dilcord.  Thefe  perfons  ral- 
lied him  for  his  indolence  and  want  of  fpirit,  becaufe 
he  fo  tamely  put  up  with  fuch  an  indignity,  and  did 
not  properly  exert  hirnfelf  to  obtain  his  right.  They 
faid,  that  the  oppofite  party  were  envious  of  his  great 
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exploits,  and  arrived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  in  olence,  that 
difregardmg  the  Jaws  of  their  country,  as  well  as  the 
authority  and  dignity  of  their  king,  they  were  running 
into  fuch  excefies  as  deferved  the  molt  rigorous  punifh- 
ment.  They  urged  him  therefore  to  go  1:1  public  to 
Almeed,  and  in  the  king's  name  to  demand  the  govern- 
ment: and  if  "he  could  not  obtain  his  right  by  any 
other  means,  to  feek  it  by  force  of  arms,  and  to  drive 
Almeed  from  the  government,  which  he  Teemed  de- 
firous  to  keep,  without  the  king's  authority.  Albu- 
querque was  not  a  little  fpurred  on  by  thefe  incentives  ; 
accordingly  when  Almeed  having  retired  to  the  fort, 
invited  him  to  dinner,  he  refilled  the  invitation,  and 
went  in  form  to  demand  the  fort  to  be  delivered  up 
to  him.  He  likewife  fummoned  feveral  perfons  as 
witnefTes  of  his  having  claimed  his  right,  and  drew  up 
a  paper,  figned  by  many  of  the  Portuguefe,  which  he 
declared  he  would  fend  to  Emmanuel,  if  Almeed  did 
not  immediately  obey  his  majefty's  orders.  Almeed 
promifed  to  comply,  and  endeavoured  by  all  pof- 
fible  methods  to  footh  Albuquerque-,  but  finding  all 
he  could  do  ineffectual,  and  fearing  a  tumult,  he  or- 
dered him  to  be  carried  to  Cananor,  and  there  to  be 
confined  in  the  fort,  though  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
mould  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  honour  and  ref- 
pecl. 

In  the  mean  while  Emmanuel  having  received  in- 
telligence of  Campfon  the  fultan's  preparations  againfl 
the  Portuguefe,  fitted  out  a  large  fleet  to  defend  his 
acquifitions  in  India  againfl  all  hoftile  attempts.  Ic 
confided  of  fifteen  fhipss  aboard  which  were  fifteen 
hundred  foldiers.  Fernando  Coutign,  a  nobleman  of 
great  courage,  was  appointed  admiral.  He  had  orders 
to  fee  that  the  government  of  India  was  delivered  up 
to  Albuquerque,  and  to  oblige  Almeed  to  return  to 
Portugal.  Coutign- failed  from  Lisbon  the  12th  of 
March  1509,  and  came  into  the  porr  of  Cananor  in 
October.  His  arrival  there  gave  the  higheft  joy  to 
Albuquerque,  to  whom  he  was  related  by  blood,  and 
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with  whom  he  had  always  lived  in  the  fhicteft  friend- 
fhip.  Having  departed  from  thence  he  failed  for 
Cochin  together  with  Albuquerque.  He  was  received 
by  Almeed  in  the  moft  affectionate  and  refpectful  man- 
ner, and  not  a  little  contributed  to  bring  about  a  re- 
conciliation betwixt  him  and  Albuquerque,  which  in- 
deed proved  no  great  difficulty  :  for  the  factious  fpirit 
of  each  party  being  allayed  by  his  authority,  and  thefe 
two  great  men  being  perfons  of  undoubted  integrity, 
and  purfuing  the  fame  end,  though  by  different  ways, 
they  were  foon  brought  to  an  agreement.  The  home- 
ward bound  fhips  were  accordingly  got  ready,  and 
Almeed,  after  having  refigned  the  government  to 
Albuquerque,  went  aboard;  nor  did  he  afterwards 
come  afhore.  Albuquerque  furnifhed  him  with  pro- 
vifions  and  all  other  neceffaries,  with  the  utmott  care 
and  civility. 

After  Almeed's  departure,  Coutign  delivered  to 
Albuquerque  Emmanuel's  letters.  In  thefe  his  ma- 
jefty  ordered  them  with  united  ftrength  to  carry  on 
a  war  againll:  the  zamorin,  and  that  in  this  affair  Al- 
buquerque mould  act  in  concert  with  Coutign.  Al- 
buquerque promifed  to  behave  with  the  u'molt  fenfe  of 
gratitude,  telling  Coutign  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
fhould  be  even  proud  of  acting  as  a  common  foldier 
under  fo  able  a  commander.  They  accordingly  en- 
tered into  deliberation  with  the  king  of  Cochin  about 
the  meafures  neceffary  to  be  purfued.  In  the  firft 
place  it  fcemed  expedient  to  fend  privately  for  Coje 
Bequo  (a  zealous  friend  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  re- 
fided  at  Calicut)  in  order  to  iearn  from  him  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  the  zamorin's  affairs.  By  him  they 
were  informed  that  the  zamorin  was  then  abient  from 
G<licut,  (.eingr  rr gaged  in  war  with  a  neighbouring 
prince ;  that  the  city,  however,  was  well  furnifhed  with 
arms,  and  ftrengthened  with  a  numerous  body  of  brave 
ibldiers. 

vVmlil  our  people  were  preparing  for  this  war  with 
the  ucmofl  vigour,  Vafco   Sylveira   arrived  at  Cochin. 

He 
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He  brought  a  letter  from  Lemos,  then  cruizing  in  the 
Arabian  fea,  who  earneftly  requefted  of  the  viceroy  to 
fend  him  a  reinforcement  of  men  and  (hips ;  for  his 
forces  had  been  greatly  lefTened,  and  his  fleet  dif- 
abled  by  ftormy  weather.  Albuquerque  made  anfwer, 
that  he  would  comply  with  this  requeft,  when  he  re- 
turned from  Calicut.  Sylveira  embarked  in  the  pre- 
fent  expedition.  He  was  a  man  of  reputed  courage 
and  had  fignalized  himfelf  by  many  warlike  exploits. 

About  the  fame  time  queen  Mary  was  delivered  of 
a  fon  at  Evora.  When  the  young  prince,  whofe  name 
was  Alphonfo,  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  he  en- 
tered into  holy  orders,  and  was  admi  ted  into  the  col- 
lege of  cardinals.  He  was  a  perfon  of  the  moft  ele- 
vated fentiments,  and  greatly  confpicuous  for  his  pie- 
ty and  integrity. 

This  year  a  French  pyrate  named  Mondragon  took 
one  of  the  (hips  from  India.  Emmanuel,  by  his  envoy 
demanded  fatisfaction  of  the  French  king  for  this  da- 
mage. But  being  unable  to  procure  reparation  he  fent 
out  four  (hips  under  Duarte  Pacheco,  who  came  up 
with  Mondragon  near  Cape  Finifter,  on  the  coaft  of 
Galicia.  This  bold  fellow  did  not  decline  the  engage. 
menr.  An  obftinate  fight  accordingly  enfued.  Pa- 
checo at  laft  funk  his  (hip,  took  three  more,  and  brought 
the  pyrate  in  irons  before  Emmanuel.  Mondragon 
having  made  reflitution  of  all  he  had  taken  from  the 
Portuguefe,  and  promifed  that  he  would  never  more 
difturb  any  of  Emmanuel's  fubjects,  was  fee  at  liberty, 
and  returned  to  his  native  country. 

In  the  mean  while  Coutign  and  Albuquerque  having 
got  ready  their  fleet'  with  the  utmoft  expedition  had 
reached  the  harbour  of  Calicut  with  two  thoufand  Portu- 
guefe, and  fix  hundred  Indian  foldiers,  and  were  now 
con fu king  what  further  meafures  they  fhoufd  puriue. 
Coutign  infilled  that  Albuquerque  fiiould  allow  him 
the  command  of  the  firft  line.  *  You  (faid  he)  who 
are  about  to  remain  in  India  a  configurable  time  a- 
mongft  fq  many  fierce  nations,  will   have  an   ample 
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*  field  to  reap  glory.  I  hope  therefore  you  will  not 
'  grudge  me  this  fmall  laurel,  fince  we  are  both  e- 
qually  invefted  with  the  command,  and  J  am  fo  fhortly 
to  return  to  Portugal.  Albuquerque  confented  to 
Coutign's  requefr,  though  very  much  contrary  to  his 
inclination  :  for  notwiih (landing  he  had  a  high  opi- 
nion of  his  courage,  yet  he  knew  him  to  be  ram  and 
precipitate,  and  unable  by  his  forefight  to  provide  a- 
gainft  fuch  incidents  as  might  happen  in  fuch  an  enter- 
prize. 

All  things   being  in   readinefs  for   a  defcent,  next 
morning  by  day-break,  Albuquerque  and  Coutign  at- 
tempted  to   land  their   forces.     The  enemy  oppofed 
them  with  great  obftinacy,  having  erected  feveral  bat- 
teries, which  they  had  fortified  with    flrong   guards: 
there  was   a  royal   palace  without    the  city,  near  the 
Ihore  ;  this  they  had    like  wife  filled  with   a  numerous 
body  of  foldiers,  and  furnifhed  with  cannon  and   all 
forts  of  weapons.     From  thence  and  their  other  bat- 
teries they  annoyed  our  people  with  their   cannon  and 
mifiive   weapons.  Albuquerque   obferving    this    told 
Coutign  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to  land  in 
one  body;  for  thus  the  enemy  could  hardly  throw  a 
weapon  without  doing  execution  :  he  therefore  thought 
it  would  be  better  to   make  two  divifions,  and    each 
to  land  where  it   feemed  mod:    convenient.     Coutign 
approved  of  this    advice,   and  the  forces  were  accord- 
ingly feparated.     Albuquerque  with  his  divifion  having 
pufhed  on  with  great  vigour  to  a  proper  landing  place, 
got  afriore.   This  detachment,  after  having  routed  thofe 
who  attempted   to  obflrucl:  them,  forced  their  trenches 
notwithstanding  a  continual  firing  ;  and  the  enemy  in 
the  utmoft  precipitation  retired  to  the  palace.     Thofe 
within   the    building   immediately  fallied  out   on   our 
people.     A  fierce  con  tell  enfued,  in  which  many  were 
kiiled  or  wounded.     The  Portuguefe,  however,  at  lad 
drove  the  enemy  to  fiighr,  and  the  place  was  burnt. 

Bur  Coutign,  who  had  not  been  fo  exped'tious,  fome 
time  after  came  afhore  :  this  commander  had  heard  the 
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noife  of  the  cannon,  and  now  king  the  light  of  the 
fire,  he  concluded  from  thence,  that  Albuquerque  had 
already  come  to  action,  and  was  therefore  highly  en- 
raged. Mad  with  paflion  he  exclaimed  againfl  Albu- 
querque in  the  mod  virulent  terms,  calling  him  a  per- 
fidious viliain,  who.  had  made  the  firft  attack  on  the 
enemy  contrary  to  his  promife  and  plighted  fairh. 
Albuquerque  having  heard  of  this,  went  directly  to 
Coutign,  whom  he  endeavoured  to  footh  by  the  mild- 
eft  expreflions;  telling  him  the  circumftances  of  war 
were  often  fuch  as  obliged  a  commander  to  deviate 
from  his  intentions:  that  he  could  not  poffibly  re- 
train his  men  from  fcizing  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy.  Moreover,  had  his  foldiers  remained 
long  in  one  place,  they  mud  .have  been  in  the  ut- 
moft  danger  from  the  enemy,  who  would  have  be- 
come more  fierce  had  they  obferved  our  people  dilato- 
ry. Befide?,  that  the  late  affair  was  not  to  be  called  a 
battle,  but  only  a  fkirmifh,  and  as  the  war  was  yet 
unfinifhed,  Coutign  had  (till  an  ample  field  for  the 
acquifition  of  glory.  He  acknowledged  him&lf  greatly 
indebted  to  the  friendfhip  of  Coutign;  and  laid  that  no- 
thing could  give  him  more  uneafinefs  than  to  be  re- 
proached by  luch  a  benefactor :  for  in  his  opinion  it 
was  more  glorious  to  fhew  a  noble  fenfe  of  gratitude, 
than  to  acquire  the  mod  renowned  victory.  But  Cou- 
tign (till  remained  unpacified,  and  even  abufed  Albu- 
querque to  his  face,  with  the  mo  ft  fcurrilous  language. 
Then  calling  to  Jafper  the  interpreter,  c  Conduct  me 
c  (Taid  he)  into  the  city,  and  to  the  king's  palace. 
c  This  day  I  will  reduce  it  to  afhes,  that  from  thence 

*  may  appear  the  falfehood  and  artifice  of  thofe  perfons 
'  who  magnify  the  power  and  ftrength  of  the  Indian  prin- 

*  ces,  only  toraife  the  fame  of  their  own  exploits.   I  want 

*  (continued  he)  to  engage  thefe  men  in  the  very  middle 
c  of  their  city,  if  I  may  call  them  men,  who  have  been 
c  fo  quickly  routed.'  Albuquerque  bore  all  this  rail- 
lery with  great  patience,  and  not  being,  able  to  pre- 
vent his  rafhnefb,  he  refolvcd  to  follow  him,  not  from 
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a  principle  of  approbation,  but  becaufe  he  thought  it 
would  be  ungenerous  to  defert  him  at  fuch  a  juncture; 
for   the  city  not  being   fortified  with  walls  might  have 
been  deftroyed  by  a   much  fafer   method.     The  trees 
before    the  town  ought   to  have  been  demolifhed,  for 
they    were   extremely   thick,    and    our  p  ople    might 
from  thence   have  met  with  great  danger  •,  this  pie- 
caution  being  ufed,   and  the  enemy's  lands  laid   wafte, 
the  Portuguefe  army  ought  to  have  advanced  with  a 
flow   and  fure  march,  examining  every  place  with  the 
utmoft  caution,  left  the  enemy  might  form  fome  am- 
bufli  and  furprize   them.    Coutign   however,  without 
confulting  any  perfon  of  experience,  ordered  two  pieces 
of  cannon  to  be  drawn  along  in  the  van,  and  thus  ad- 
vanced with  the  urmoft  fpeed.     He  then  fent  a  mef- 
fenger  to  inform  Albuque.  que,  that  he  intended  to  at- 
tack the  city  and    burn  the  palace;  but  that   he   was 
at  liberty  to  act  as  he  thought  proper.     Courign  had 
under  his  command  eight  hundred  Portuguefe  and  fome 
Cochinian  folliers.     Albuquerque  faw  plainly   he  was 
runring  to  deftruction  :    however,   placing  guards   on 
the  fhore,  and  leaving  Antonio  Norhogna  with  a  body 
of  rcferve,  he  followed  him  with  fix  hundred  foldiers : 
previous    to   his   march   he  likewife   ordered  the  ene- 
my's works  to   be  deftroyed,  their  mips  lying  at  an- 
chor to  be  burnt,  the  arms  and  cannon  which  had  been 
taken  to   be  cariied   aboard  the  Portuguefe  fhips,  and 
all  the  long  boars  to  be  kept  in  readinefs.     Coutign 
under  the  conduct  of  Jafper,  at  laft  reached  the  palace, 
not   without  great  difficulty:  for  the  naires  attacked 
him  in  a  fbongbody,  and  then  retieated  in  great  pre- 
cipitation.    Having  ralied,  they  fet   upon    him  a  fe- 
cond  time  in  his  march,    but    meeting  again    with  a 
warm    reception ,  they  thought    p-opcr  to  fave  them- 
felves    by  a  hafty  flight.     In  this  rencounter   fome   of 
the  Portnguefe  were  wounded,  and    many  of  the  ene- 
my killed.     In  the   palace    the  conflict  became  much 
more   dar  gerous ;     for   great  numbers  of   the  enemy 
iloeked  thither,    fumly  itfolved    to    fight    for    their 
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king,  whom  they  hold  in  the  higheft  veneration,  for 
their  property,  and  for  the  fafety  of  their  whole  city, 
which  they  thought  entirely  depended  on  the  defence 
of  the  palace.  Neverthelefs,  the  building  was  at  laft 
carried,  and  the  Portuguefe  foldiers  began  now  to  think 
on  nothing  but  plunder.  Emmanuel  Pazagna,  a  brave 
and  experienced  officer,  feeing  the  foldiers  draggling 
here  and  there,  and  intent  on  booty,  advifed  Coutign 
to  bring  them  to  their  ranks,  by  founding  a  retreat ; 
telling  him  the  danger  was  much  greater  than  he 
imagined :  for  the  enemy  would  not  have  quitted  the 
pa!ace  fo  eafily,  had  they  not  defigned  to  furprize  our 
people,  when  difperfed  and  encumbered  with  their 
booty.  To  this  Coutign  replied,  That  he  had  found 
by  experience  that  neither  the  Arabians,  who  inhabited 
Calicut, nor  the  Calicutian  foldkrs,who  had  been  trained 
up  to  arms,had  any  thing  formidable  in  them  •,  and  that 
as  he  had  nothing  to  fear  he  was  refolved  to  take  a  few 
days  refpite  from  his  fatigue.  Mean  while  his  foldiers 
forgetting  all  order  and  difcipline,  threw  afide  their 
arms,  rulhed  into  the  houfes,  loaded  themfelves  with 
plunder,  and  walked  about  every  where  without  the 
Jeafl:  apprehenfion. 

But  the  enemy  having  now  flocked  together,  had 
approached  the  palace,  whither  Albuquerque  had  alio 
advanced  ;  but  he  would  by  no  means  enter  it.  How- 
ever, he  difpatched  a  medenger  to  Coutign,  prcfling 
him  to  found  a  rctrear,  fince  they  were  threatened 
with  the  mo  ft  imminent  danger.  Coutign,  by  way  of 
reply,  defired  him  to  draw  off  his  party,  andpromiftd 
he  would  follow  him  as  foon  as  he  had  burnt  the  pa- 
lace. But  at  this  very  time  Albuquerque  was  fet  up- 
on by  the  enemy,  and  had  many  of  his  men  wounded  ; 
he  therefore  refolved  to  retreat  immediately  towards 
the  fhore.  The  wounded  men  went  fir  ft,  and  the  reft 
followed,  as  a  guaid  to  thofe  in  the  van.  Coutign 
fpent  two  hours  in  the  palace,  and  when  he  faw  it  in 
flames  then  departed.  The  enemy  having  formed  them- 
fcives  into  two  bodies,  one  fell  upon  Coutign,  and  the 
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other  attacked  Albuquerque.  Having  wounded  and 
killed  many  of  our  people,  they  at  Jaft  furrounded 
Coutign,  who  fought  with  the  moft  amazing  refolu- 
tion  in  this  extreme  danger.  Albuquerque  endeavour- 
ed to  his  utrnoft  to  give  him  luccour  •,  but  his  men 
{truck  with  a  panic,  did  not  execute  his  orders  with 
that  readinefs  and  expedition  which  was  neceflfary,  and 
now  the  pafTage  to  Coutign  was  blocked  up  by  the 
enemy.  This  rafh  brave  man  having  received  a  wound 
in  his  leg,  at  iaft,  fell  ;  Emmanuel  Pazagna,  and 
fome  others  of  diftinction,  fuflered  the  like  fate.  Yet 
thefe,  before  they  died,  raifing  themfelves  upon  their 
knees,  wounded  many  and  killed  fome  of  the  enemy: 
In  this  rencounter  Vafco  Sylveira  was  likewife  (lain  : 
he  had  fprung  over  the  rampart  to  affift  Coutign,  and 
before  he  fell,  had  killed  three  of  the  enemy  who  had 
attacked  him  mod  boldly.  Albuquerque  retreated  with 
thofe  of  Coutign \s  men  who  had  efcaped,  but  the  road 
being  narrow  and  fortified  on  each  fide  in  feveral  pla- 
ces with  ramparts,  the  enemy  from  thence  annoyed  our 
people  with  their  mifftve  weapons :  fcarce  a  dart  was 
thrown  wi  hout  doing  execution*,  fo  that  feveral  of 
our  people  were  terribly  wounded.  Albuquerque  firft 
received  one  wound  in  his  left  arm  ;  he  was  foon  after 
wounded  by  an  arrow  in  the  neck  *,  and,  laftly,  he 
was  fo  dunned  with  the  blow  of  a  (lone  on  his  bread, 
that  he  dropt  down,  in  all  appearance  lifclefs.  With 
great  difficulty  and  danger  he  was  carried  to  the  (hore 
on  his  fhield.  Here  the  body  of  referve  repulfed  the 
enemy,  and  covered  the  retreat  of  our  people.  In 
this  engagement  the  Portuguefe  loft  feventy-eight  men, 
amonglt  whom  were  many  perfons  of  nobility  and  di- 
ftinclion. The  enemy  purchafed  this  victory  at  a  dear 
rate  :  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  their  men  were 
killed  by  the  fword,  and  five  hundred  and  feventy 
were  burnt  in  the  palace.  Aibuq.ierque  was  conveyed 
to  Cochin,  where  he  remained  lor  fome  time  in  the 
moft  dangerous  condition  -,  however,  contrary  to  the 
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expectations  of  all  his  phyficians,  he  at  laft  recovered. 
He  then  fitted  out  two  fleets  for  Portugal. 

Almeed  in  his  voyage  homewards  itopt  at  a  water- 
ing place,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.     One  of  the  Portuguefe  who  had  gone  afhore, 
contracted  fuch  an  intimacy  with  the  natives,  that  with- 
out the  lead  apprehenfion  he  went    to  one  of  their 
towns  about  four  miles  off.     The  inhabitants  enter- 
tained him,  and  difmifTed  him  in  the  mod  civil  man- 
ner ;  and  at  his  departure,  gave  him  a  large  ram,  as  a 
prefent.     This  man  at  his  return  gave  Almeed   the 
hie  heft  character  of  the  benevolence  and  fimplicity  of 
the  people  \  telling  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
abounded  in  all  forts  of  cattle.     Almeed  fent  back  this 
fame  man  with  twelve  others  to  the  city,  to  purchafe 
fome   fheep  and  oxen,  and  by  prefents,    fuch  as   he 
thought  would  pleafe  the  natives,  to  attract  their  efteem 
and  friendfhip.     The  people  invited  them  to  an  enter- 
tainment,   loaded  them   with  prefents  (fuch  as   their 
country  produced)  furnifhed  them  with  cattle,  and,  in 
fhort,  treated  them  with  all  the  marks  of  hofpitality 
and  kindnefs.     The  Portuguefe  in   their   return  met 
with  a  man  bringing  along  fome  fheep.  which  he  offer- 
ed to  exchange  for  fuch   prefents  as  our  people  had. 
One  of  our  men  propofed  to  carry  this  perfbn  to  Al- 
meed, that  he  being  treated  in  the  moil  civil  manner, 
and  prefented  with  cloaths,  might  then  be  honourably 
difmifTed  to  his  countrymen  5  who,  in   all  probability, 
would  thus  become  more  attached  to  our  people,  and 
the  Portuguefe  might  afterwards  water  their  mips  and 
re  It  themfelves  at  this  place  with  great  advantage  and 
ft  curiry.     This  motion  being  approved  of,  they  feized 
the    man  ;  hue    he    dreading    their   intention,  fet    up 
a  loud  bawling  :  the  townfmen  immediately  came  forth 
to  his  affiftance,  and  forced  him  from  the  Portuguefe; 
whom  they  pelted  with  large  {tones,  and   then  plun- 
dered them  of  their  cattle.     Our  men  being  afraid  they 
might    be   blamed  for   their  imprudence,    repreiented 
the  affair  in  a  quite  different  manner  to  Almeed. 

Many 
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Many  were  of  opinion,  that  this  tumult  ought  to 
be  revenged,  other  wife  they  faid  none  of  the  Portu- 
gue'e  fhips  could  afterwards  water  in  the  place  with 
jafety  :  that  fuch  favages  ought  to  be  forced  to  civility 
by  the  moft  rigorous  meafures  :  that  therefore  fuch  an 
affront  ought  to  be  feverely  puniflied,  and  the  people 
b  ing  thus  deterred,  would  not  dare  again  to  commit 
the  like  outrage.  On  the  other  hand,  fome  argued, 
that  an  affair  of  this  nature  ought  not  to  be  ralhly  un- 
dertaken :  that  the  provocation  being  trifling,  ought 
rather  to  be  defpifed  than  revenged  :  that  the  attempt, 
though  crowned  with  fuccefs,  could  bring  no  honour 
nor  advantage  •,  whereas,  fhould  it  mifcarry,  the  con- 
sequence might  be  very  fatal.  Befides,  it  was  not 
clearly  proved  who  were  the  aggreflbrs  ;  for  in  all 
probability,  the  natives  would  not  have  offered  an  in- 
fult  of  this  nature,  had  they  not  firft  received  fome 
indignity  from  the  Portuguefe.  However,  the  former 
opinion  prevailed,  as  if  the  fafety  and  digniry  of  the 
whole  Portuguefe  nation  had  depended  on  this  trifling 
affair.  Thus  A]meed,  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  dig- 
nity, who  had  carried  on  the  moft  important  enter- 
prizes,  now  at  the  height  of  g'ory,  and  in  his  fixtieth 
year,  was  fo  far  influenced  by  a  number  of  headftrong 
men,  as  to  enter  into  a  war  with  a  wild  and  barbarous 
people,  on  the  mod  trivial  occafion.  He  accordingly 
went  afhore  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Pedro 
Barreto,  and  George  Barreto,  who  commanded  the 
van,  reached  the  town  before  day- break.  They  at- 
tacked the  inhabitants  unawares,  and  fpread  a  general 
confternation.  The  inhabitants  fet  up  loud  fhouts  : 
upon  this  fignal,  great  numbers  flocked  together,  with 
pouches  made  of  raw  hides,  in  which  they  carried  vaft 
quantities  of  ftones,  which  they  fhowered  on  our 
people  as  they  carried  off  the  booty.  Befides,  they 
were  armed  with  (hortfpears,  to  the  ends  of  which  were 
fixed  bearded  iron  heads  about  four  inches  long.  Thefe 
they  threw  with  great  force  and  dexterity,  and  wound- 
ed  many   of  our  people.     The  natives  of  this  place 

were 
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were  blacky  with  fhort  fleecy  hair,  like  the  other 
Ethiopians,  and  ugly  deformed  faces.  When  they  ■ 
would  appear  fierce  and  warlike,  they  afifume  the  mod 
frightful  gedures.  At  this  time  in  particular,  their  af- 
pect  was  fo  ferocious,  their  geflures  fo  terrible,  and 
their  fhouts  k>  hideous,  that  the  advanced  party  of  the 
Portuguefe  (truck  wich  terror,  retreated  to  Almeed, 
who  had  now  advanced  to  their  affiftance  •,  but  he 
thought  proper  to  retire  towards  the  fhore.  The  cat- 
tle was  in  the  centre  of  the  Portuguefe,  whofe  rear 
with  great  difficulty  withdood  the  fhock  of  the  enemy, 
who  at  fird  did  not  advance  with  much  fury  ;  buc 
finding  themfelves  greatly  reinforced  by  numbers  of 
their  countrymen  pouring  in  from  all  quarters,  they 
then  prefled  on  with  greater  vigour ;  and  having  fee 
up  a  loud  fhout,  all  the  cattle  flocked  together  to  one 
place,  and  would  move  no  farther,  which  greatly  em- 
barraffed  our  people  ;  for  thefe  barbarians  fo  trained 
up  their  cattle,  that  by  a  certain  modulation  of  their 
voices,  they  could  make  them  advance  (lower  or 
fader,  or  (top  when  theypleafed.  Almeed  feeing  his 
men  endeavouring  to  keep  the  cattle,  gave  orders  they 
fhould  drive  them  off:  and  he  now  formed  his  hand- 
ful of  men  into  one  body,  thinking  by  this  means 
more  eafily  to  repulfe  the  enemy  :  but  it  happened 
otherwifc  than  he  expected  ;  for  the  Barbarians  throw- 
ing (tones  and  weapons,  did  confiderable  execution 
amongft  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  crowded  together, 
and  who  had  fo  much  defpifed  the  enemy,  that  they 
had  brought  no  arms  afhore  with  them.  Befides, 
thefe  men  were  fo  furprifingly  fwift- footed,  that  they 
could  advance,  and  immediately  retreat  with  the  molt 
amazing  expedition.  On  the  contrary,  the  Portuguefe 
were  fo  milerably  exhaufted  by  their  fatigue,  and  the 
exceffive  heat  of  the  climate,  that  they  could  hardly 
move  their  feet  out  of  [he  burning  fand  ;  nay,  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  fome  could  (tand  on  their  legs. 
Mod  of  the  Portuguefe  were  (truck  with  a  panic,  and 
fome  of  them  dunk  off.  Upon  this  George  Melos, 
4  who 


366  The  History  of  Book  VI. 

who  had  been  one  of  the  officeri  of  Albuquerque's 
party  in   India,   called  aloud  to   Almeed,     '  I  wifli 

*  (faid  he)  thofe  zealous  friends  of  yours  had  not  thus 
'  meanly  accufed  the  innocent,  and  that  they  had  now 
'  mewed  the  friend fhip  they  profefled  for  you,  by 
6  fighting  for  your  fafety  and  honour.'  To  this  Al- 
meed replied,  That  fuch  a  reproof  was  then  highly 
unfeafonable  ;    and   holding   out  the  royal   ftandard, 

*  Here  (faid  he)    take   this,   and  refcue  it  from  the 

*  hands  of  thefe  favages;  for  if  they  fhould  get  it  in- 

*  to  their  pofieflion,  this  would  be  the  higheft  dif- 
'  honour  to  our  royal  mailer.     As  for  my  own  part, 

*  (continued  he)  I  am  fo  loaded  with  years  and  infir- 

*  mities,  that  if  I  am   now   to  be  fnatched  off,  my 

*  death  will  neither  be  untimely,  nor  undefcrved.* 
Having  fpoke  thefe  words,  he  made  another  attempt 
to  repulfe  the  enemy,  when  he  received  a  wound  in- 
die throat  by  a  javelin,  of  which  he  immediately  ex- 
pired. Thus  died  the  brave,  honefr,  and  renowed  Al- 
meed. This  indeed  was  a  confiderable  (lain  to  his 
other  illultrious  actions,  that  he  mould  have  been  fo 
eafily  perfuaded  to  embark  in  fuch  a  dangerous  enter- 
prize,  without  the  lead  profpecl  of  honour  or  advan- 
tage to  himfelf  or  country.  He  fell  then  a  victim  to 
his  imprudence,  and  by  his  death  we  have  a  remark- 
able monument  of  the  frailty  of  all  human  grandeur. 
Let  us  not  therefore  be  tranfported  by  the  highefb  fuc- 
cefs,  fince  we  fee  that  he  who  had  fo  nobly  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  the  war  of  Granada,  overthrown  fo  ma- 
ny formidable  armies  in  India,  routed  and  difcomfited 
the  fultan's  forces,  and  brought  fo  many  princes  under 
fubje&ion,  yet  this  great  man  lies  now  killed  by  a  hand- 
ful of  the  mod  rude  uncivilized  barbarian?,  and  his 
body  trampled  upon  by  a  fet  of  lavages  unacquainted 
with  arms  or  difcipline,  and  fcarce  to  be  called  human 
creatures.  As  foon  as  he  was  killed,  mod  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fled.  Laurence  Britto,  however,  and  Martin 
Casio,  declared  they  would  fooner  die  on  the  fpot, 
than  allow  Almeed  to  lie  unburied.     They, called  aloud 
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to  their  countrymen  as  they  retreated,  upbraiding  them 
with  ingratitude  to  their  commander  and  benefactor, 
whom  they  had  drawn  into  the  prefent  danger,  then 
deferted  him,  and  now  left  his  body  without  burial. 
But  thefe  two  men  finding  all  they  could  fay  ineffectual, 
now  turned  upon  the  enemy,  who  quickly  overpower- 
ed them  with  their  numbers,  and  covered  them  with  a 
multitude  of  (tones,  darts,  and  other  weapons.  In 
this  difafter  the  Portuguefe  loft  fixty-five  men,  amongft 
whom  were  eleven  officers,  men  of  courage  and  ex- 
perience, who  had  often  ruftied  through  the  mod  hor- 
rid dangers,  (truck  terror  into  their  enemies,  and  gain- 
ed many  confiderable  victories ;  yet  now  behold  them 
killed  and  ftript  by  a  few  wild  naked  Barbarians.  The 
reft  of  the  Portuguefe  with  the  utmotr.  difficulty  eicaped 
to  their  boats.  George  Barreto  and  George  Melos,  as 
foon  as  they  perceived  the  enemy  gone,  went  alhore 
to  bury  the  bodies,  which  they  found  ali  ftript  naked. 
This  melancholy  affair  happened  on  the  fir  ft  of  March 
1 5 10.  Our  people  foon  failed  from  thence  for  Por- 
tugal, where  they  arrived  in  fafety  with  the  news  of 
this  misfortune  ;  which  was  matter  of  univcrfal  forrovv 
to  the  king,  nobility  and  commons. 

We  (hall  now  relate  what  happened  to  Lopez  Se- 
queire  in  his  Indian  voyage.  He  failed  from  Lifbon 
with  four  (hips  on  the  5th  of  April  1508,  and  reached 
Madagafcar  the  4th  of  Auguft.  When  he  was  cruiz- 
ing along  1  he  fouthern  part  of  that  iftand,  in  one  of 
the  ports  thereabouts,  he  found  fome  of  thofe  who 
had  been  left  in  company  with  Gomez  Abrseo,  by 
whom  he  was  informed  of  ihe  unhappy  fate  of  Go- 
mez. Sequeire  failed  thence  to  Cochin,  where  Al- 
meed  (who  was  then  in  the  government)  received  him 
in  the  mo  ft  refpectful  manner ;  and,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment, gave  him  one  large  (hip  with  fixty  men  aboard, 
commanded  by  Garcia  Soufa.  Sequeire  having  now 
five  fhips,  failed  for  the  iftand  of  Sumatra,  formerly 
called  Taprobana.  It  lies  under  the  equinoctial,  op- 
polite  to  Malacca,  or  Aurca  Cnerfonefus.  It  is  in.  ex- 
tent 
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tent  about  nine  hundred  and  fixty  miles,  and  in  breadth 
two  hundred  and  forty.  The  foil  of  the  country  is 
extremely  fertile  :  it  is  divided  into  feveral  kingdoms, 
which  confill  of  various  nations,  all  differing  widely 
in  their  genius,  difpofitions,  and  cuftoms  ;  fome  are 
Pagans,  and  others  Mahometans ;  fome  are  fierce 
and  lavage  in  their  temper,  and  feed  on  nothing  but 
human  bodies  \  others  are  more  civilized,  and  affecT: 
a  polite  and  affable  behaviour.  The  ifland  abounds  in 
gold,  on  account  of  which  the  merchants  refort  here 
in  great  numbers,  and  export  ic  to  many  different  coun- 
tries. When  Sequeire  arrived  at  Sumatra,  he  anchor- 
ed in  the  port  of  Pedir,  from  whence  he  difpaxhed  a 
deputy  to  the  king,  to  propofe  a  treaty  of  friend  lhip; 
which  was  accordingly  concluded.  Thence  he  (leered 
to  Pacem,  with  the  king  of  which  he  likewife  made  a 
league  of  friendfh:p,  and  then  he  failed  north  to  ex- 
amine Malacca  ;  which  was  the  chief  defign  of  his  be- 
ing fent  out  by  Emmanuel. 

The  city  fo  called,  which  gives  name  to  the  penin- 
fula,  is  fitiuted  at  the  mouth  of  a  fmall  river,  and  was 
at  that  time  one  of  the  mod  celebrated  eaftern  mans. 
It  was  in  length  about  four  miles,  but  the  breadth  was 
inconfiderable  ;  it  abounded  in  trees,  which  produced 
excellent  fruits,  but  the  corn  and  other  necefTaries  of 
life,  which  the  inhabitants  u!ed,  were  chiefly  imported 
from  other  countries.  The  city  was  divided  by  a  river 
into  two  parts,  wheh  were  joined  by  a  bridge.  The 
walls  and  buildings  of  the  town  were  extremely  elegant 
and  magnificent.  The  people  were  of  a  tawney  co- 
lour, and  very  much  civi  ized  in  their  manners  and 
way  of  living.  The  language  fpoke  at  Malacca  was 
efteemed  fo  fweet  and  harmonioir,  that  all  the  neigh- 
bouring countries  and  iflands  which  traded  here,  ufed 
to  affect  to  taik  it,  as  a  piece  of  elegance  and  polttenefs. 
The  inhabitants  are  neat  and  genteel  in  their  drefs  : 
they  are  great  lovers  of  mufick;  and,  ar  the  fame  time, 
excellent  warriors,  for  they  make  no  icruple  to  jaci i- 
fice  their  iives  for  honour  and  glory.     The  country 
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was  formerly  tributary  to  the  large  and  opulent  king- 
dom of  Siam  :  but  when  the  king  of  Malacca  had 
greatly  increafed  his  power  and  revenues  by  the  con- 
fiderable  trade  of  his  dominions,  he  then  revolted  from 
the  king  of  Siam,  and  ever  fince  kept  up  his  indepen* 
dency,  partly  by  force  of  arms,  and  partly  by  bribes ; 
which  he  conveyed  to  the  king  of  Siam's  minifters, 
that  they  might  diffuade  his  majefty  from  commencing 
hoflilities.  The  king  of  Malacca  followed  the  Maho- 
metan religion ;  and  in  order  to  appear  more  zealous, 
took  upon  him  the  name  of  Mahomet. 

When  Sequeire  came  to  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ma- 
lacca, he  found  there  four  Chinefe  (hips ;  the  captains 
of  which,  as  fbon  as  they  beheld  the  Pormguefe,  wait- 
ed on  Sequeire,  with  whom  they  converfed  in  the  mod 
agreeable  manner.  Sequeire  was  fo  much  taken  with 
their  polite  and  friendly  behaviour,  that  he  contracted 
a  ftricl:  intimacy  with  them,  went  aboard  their  fhips  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  nothing  was  omitted  which  might  pro- 
mote a  mutual  harmony  and  friendfhip.  The  king 
difpatched  one  of  his  officers  to  enquire  who  our 
people  were,  and  upon  what  account  they  had  come 
on  rhefe  coafts.  Sequeire  made  anfwer,  That  he  came 
from  a  powerful  monarch  of  the  well,  who  having 
heard  much  of  the  king  of  Malacca's  grandeur,  was 
defirous  of  entering  into  a  treaty  with  him,  which,  he 
faid  would  be  equally  advantageous  to  both  princes. 
This  propofal,  as  it  was  underftood  by  figns,  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  king  and  his  uncle,  chief  minifter  of 
the  kingdom  •,  for  they  thought  nothing  could  be  more 
noble  than  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  foreign  and 
remote  princes  ;  for  this  would  at  once  fpread  the  king 
of  Malacca's  name  in  the  countries'  of  the  weft,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  his  revenues  would  be  enlarged  by 
the  Portuguese  trade.  The  king  accordingly  ft  nt  fome 
of  his  nobles  to  Sequeire,  in  his  name,  to  promile  every 
thing  which  might  ferve  to  promote  the  honour  or  adr 
vantage  of  Emmanuel.     It  was  accordingly  agreed  up- 
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on,  that  Sequeire 'mould  enter  the  city,  to  treat  more 
conveniently  with  his  majefty.  The  king  received 
him  with  all  the  marks  of  honour  and  refpect  ufual  in 
that  country.  When  they  came  to  fettle  the  articles, 
it  was  agreed  that  rhey  mould  be  communicated,  or 
carried  betwixt  Sequeire  and  his  majefty,  by  mefTen- 
gers.  A  treaty  of  friendship  was  accordingly  conclud- 
ed, and  (worn  to  in  the  moil  folemn  manner  ;  and  a 
honfe  immediately  afTigned  to  Roderigo  Araugio,  who 
was  appointed  agent  for  the  Portuguefe  affairs  in  that 
city.  The  Portuguefe  now  looking  upon  themfelves 
as  fecure,  walked  about  in  the  city  without  the  leaft 
apprehenfion.  The  Chinefe  perceiving  the  fecurity  of 
our  people,  advifed  Sequeire  not  to  put  fo  much  con- 
fidence in  the  Malaccans  ♦,  who,  they  faid,  were  a  de- 
ceitful, perfidious,  and  wicked  people.  For  as  foon  as 
they  had  lulled  the  Portuguefe  into  a  thoughtlefs  fecu- 
rity, they  would  then  fall  upon  them  unawares  :  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  a  prudent  commander  not  to  allow 
the  fafety  of  his  men  to  depend  on  the  faith  of  others, 
but  to  provide  for  it  by  his  own  vigilance :  that  the 
Malaccans  would  adhere  to  the  treaty  fo  long  as  they 
had  no  opportunity  of  acting  otherwife.  But  as  foon 
as  an  occafion  offered,  they  would  then  fhew  them- 
felves  in  their  proper  colours.  Humanity,  they  faid, 
and  want  of  fufpicion,  was  commendable  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  an  immoderate  confidence,  in  a  ftrange 
country,  was  highly  to  be  blamed;  efpecially  when 
amongft  a  people  fo  infamous  for  knavery  and  artifice. 

By  thefe  and  the  like  fpeeches,  Sequeire  was  warned 
by  the  Chinefe  captains,  to  beware  of  the  Malaccans: 
but  Sequeire  confidering  the  oath  they  had  taken,  in- 
fluenced by  their  outward  friendly  behaviour,  and  per- 
haps unwilling  to  believe  any  thing  contrary  to  his  fa- 
vourite fchem.es,  not  only  difregarded  the  admonitions 
of  the  Chinefe,  but  even  permitted  his  men  to  walk 
about  with  greater  liberty  in  the  city,  and  allowed  the 
inhabitants,  as  often  as  they  pleafed,  to  come  aboard 
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his  (hips.  Mean  while  the  merchants  from  the  fouthem 
iflands,  and  others  from  the  countries  fituate  near  the 
Indus,  began  to  infufe  jealoufies  into  the  king  againft 
our  people  5  who,  they  faid,  were  a  fet  of  pyrates, 
and  declared  enemies  to  all  nations :  that  under  the 
difguife  of  honefty  and  integrity,  they  concealed  the 
moil:  villainous  defigns ;  and  that  they  never  failed  to 
deftroy  thofe  who  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them : 
that  they  had  overturned  many  kingdoms,  and  (flipped 
many  nations  of  their  liberty  and  property  •,  for  they 
always  declared  war  againft  thofe  who  would  not  al- 
low them  to  build  forts  in  their  country  :  and  if  this 
liberty  was  granted  them,  the  requital  they  made  to 
thofe  who  admitted  them,  was  dripping  them  of  their 
liberty,  and  all  their  valuable  ef&cts.  In  fhort,  the 
Portuguefe  were  a  people  fo  avaricious,  bloody,  and 
inhuman,  as  not  to  be  paralelled  with  any  enher  na- 
tion in  the  world.  For  the  truth  of  thefe  ailertions, 
they  appealed  to  fads  ;  for  they  defired  the  king  to  a(k 
the  merchants  the  character  and  behaviour  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  in  Arabia,  Perfia,  or  India.  They  concluded, 
therefore,  with  advifing  the  king  to  take  warning  from 
the  misfortunes  of  others,  that  he  might  not  iall  into 
the  like  calamities :  that  the  only  remedy  now  remain* 
ing,  was  immediately  to  deftroy  them,  before  they  ac- 
quired any  confiderable  ftrength  ;  for  if  this  opportu- 
nity was  neglected,  it  could  never  be  recalled  :  that  the 
Portuguefe  were  at  prefent  fmall  in  number,  unarmed* 
unguarded,  and  walking  about  in  the  utmoft  fecurity: 
that  now  therefore  was  the  time  to  deftroy  them,  whilft 
fo  inconfiderable  in  number  •,  for  this  would  effectually 
prevent  any  more  of  the  Portuguefe  from  coming  up- 
on thefe  coafts. 

By  this  means  the  king  was  entirely  alienated  from 
the  Portuguefe,  for  he  was  himfelf  hurried  on  by  the 
heat  of  youth  *,  had  been  educated  in  the  principles  of 
fraud  and  artifice,  and,"  by  his  religion,  was  an  enemy 
to  our  people.     The  chief  perfons  who  ftirred  him  up 
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againft  the  Portuguefe,  were  Nahodabeguea,  a  native 
of   Cambaya,    and  Utemutaraja,   a  Javan,    the  two 
richeft  and   mod  powerful  men  in  Malacca.     Thefe 
men  had  like  wife  recourfe  to  fomething  more  effectual 
than  empty  words ;  for  they  bribed  the  king's  uncle, 
who  was  prime  minifter,  or  Bendar  of  the  kingdom, 
to  break  his  faith  with  the  Portuguefe,  and  to  pufh  on 
his  uncle  to  the  like  infamous  behaviour.     But  thefe 
meaiures   were  very  much  oppofed  by  Laflaman  the 
high  admiral  of  Malacca,  who  faid   there  was  no  dan- 
ger equal  to  rhat  arifing  from  the  violation  of  faith  : 
that  God  himfelf,  who  fees  all  things,  was  the  avenger 
thereof.     Befides,  that  fuch  difhoneft  practices  carried 
along  with  them  fo  much  fhame  and  infamy,  that  they 
fixed  an  indelible  (lain  on  the  name  of  a  king.     More- 
over he  affirmed,  that  the  afperfions  thrown  againft  the 
Portuguefe  were  unjuft ;  for  that  they  had  only,  as 
was  reafonable,  taken  vengeance  on   treaty-breakers : 
that  they  were  a  people  conftant  in  maintaining  faith, 
ftrict  in  puniiriing  perfidy,  and   tefolute  in  taking  fa- 
tisfaction   for  wrongs  received  :  that  it  was  therefore 
more  prudent  to  follow  the  example  of  fuch,  who,  by 
their  union,  eafrly  withliood  all  their  enemies,  than  to 
imitate  thole  who  by   their  unjuft  proceedings,  have 
been  the  occafion  of  their  own  ruin  and  deftruction. 

But  all  he  faid  had  no  effect  on  the  king,  who  was 
firmly  bent  on  the  deftruction  of  St  queue,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Portuguefe.  In  order  to  carry  his  defign 
into  execution,  he  built  a  large  wooden  houfe  near  the 
bridge  :  here  he  was  to  have  a  grand  entertain- 
ment on  a  certain  day,  and  he  gave  Sequeire  an  in- 
vitation to  partake  thereof.  The  Portuguefe  admiral 
took  this  as  a  piece  of.  civility,  and  accordingly  pro- 
mifed  his  company.  There  was  at  this  time  in  Ma- 
lacca, a  Periian  woman  of  the  Mahometan  religion, 
who  kept  an  inn.  In  her  houfe  there  happened  to 
lodge  a  Portuguefe  taylor,  who  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  Periian  language,  had  thereby  contracted  a 
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ftrong  intimacy  with  his  landlady.  This  woman  having, 
by  means  of  a  gallant  of  hers,difcovered  the  plot  formed 
again  ft  our  people,  fent  a  meffage  to  Sequeire  by  the 
taylor,  earneftly  requefling  to  have  a  meeting  with 
him,  about  an  affair  wherein  his  life  and  honour  was 
concerned.  Sequeire,  however,  paid  no  regard  to  this 
meffage :  fhe  fent  afterwards  twice  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  but  could  by  no  means  obtain  an  interview  with 
the  admiral.  Finding  all  her  labour  thus  ineffectual, 
fhe  boldly  difcovered  the  whole  affair  to  the  taylor, 
who  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  admiral.  On 
the  day  prefixed  for  the  entertainment,  Sequeire  coun- 
terfeited fickneis,  and  thus  avoided  the  danger. 

When  thefe  wicked  men  faw  their  mifchievuus  pur- 
pofes  thus  defeated,  they  then  had  recourfe  to  another 
expedient.  Sequeire  had  complained,  that  he  could 
not  procure  his  lading  of  fpices,  though  he  offered  the 
money  for  them  ;  whihT,  at  the  fame  time,  the  other 
merchants  got  them  without  any  difficulty.  The  king 
faid  this  had  happened  without  his  knowledge,  but 
promifed  that  Sequeire  next  day  fhould  be  fully  iaris- 
fied  in  his  demands,  and  therefore  defired  him  to  have 
his  long  boats  in  readinefs  at  the  more.  Mean  while 
this  perfidious  prince  ordered  his  low-deck'd  veffels  to 
be  filled  with  arms,  which  were  to  be  concealed  under 
all  forts  of  provifions.  He  commanded  the  men  to 
drefs  themfelves  like  merchants,  and  to  carry  arms  un- 
der their  cloaths.  Thus  difguiftd  they  were  to  go 
aboard  Scqueire's  Meet,  under  a  pretence  of  felling  pro- 
vifions; and,  as  foon  as  a  fignal  was  given  from  the 
city,  (which  was  to  be  by  railing  a  fmoke)  they  were 
then  of  a  fudden  to  fall  upon  the  Portuguefe  officers. 
The  fignal,  as  agreed  upon,  was  not  to  be  given  till 
the  long-boats  were  brought  afhore  to  receive  the  lad- 
ing ;  fo  that  by  this  means  they  might  at  once  attack 
the  fhips  with  fcarce  any  hands  aboard,  and  the  boats 
lying  afhore  without  the  lead  apprehenfion  of  danger. 
Next  day  the  pretended  merchants,  when  they  faw°all 
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the  boats,  except  one,  were  come  afhore,  they  then 
fleered  their  veffels  towards  the  fhips.  When  they 
came  along  fide  of  them,  they  afked  thofe  aboard  if 
they  would  buy  any  fruits  or  provifions ;  which  they 
offered  for  an  inconfiderable  price.  Our  people 
tempted  by  the  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  the  pro- 
vifions, which  they  greatly  wanted,  admitted  the 
men  aboard  very  readily.  But  Garcia  Soufa,  find- 
ing fo  many  entered  his  fhip,  grew  fufpicions ;  he 
therefore  ordered  all  of  them  to  quit  his  fhip,  and  thofe 
who  refufed  to  comply,  he  compelled  by  force.  He 
then  difpatched  Ferdinand  Magellan,  in  his  long-boat, 
the  only  one  not  fent  afhore,  to  warn  Sequeire  not  to 
admit  any  of  that  perfidious  people  aboard  his  fhip  •, 
bidding  him  remember  the  entertainment  their  king 
had  prepared  a  few  days  ago,  with  an  intention  to 
poifon  the  Portuguefe  commanders. 

Sequeire  was  at  this  time  furrounded  by  eight  of  the 
Malaians,  who  waited  the  fignal  :  he  happened  to  be 
playing  at  chefs,  and  was  fo  intent  on  his  game,  that 
what  Magellan  (aid  could  not  divert  him  from  his 
play  :  however,  he  ordered  one  of  his  pilots  aloft,  to 
lee  if  the  boats  were  on  their  return.  Magellan  went 
back  to  Soufa,  who  having  fo  few  hands,  might  want 
his  afMance.  The  pilot  from  the  topmafl  perceived 
one  of  the  Malaians  fbanding  behind  Sequeire  with  his 
drawn  dagger,  whilft  another  oppofite  made  figns  to 
him  not  to  be  in  fuch  a  hurry,  for  the  fignal  was  not 
given.  Sequeire  and  thofe  who  played  with  him,  were 
fo  immerfed  in  the  game,  that  they  did  not  obferve 
ihey  were  furrounded  by  eight  enemies.  But  the  pilot 
having  called  aloud  from  the  mail:  feveral  times,  at  lafl 
rouzed  Sequeire,  who  in  the  utmoft  fright  called  for 
arms,  and  all  the  Portuguefe  aboard  immediately  came 
upon  deck.  The  Malaians,  who  expected  to  have  at- 
tacked our  people  by  furprize,  finding  their  plot  dis- 
covered, and  the  Portuguefe  in  readinefs  to  receive 
them,  now  jumped  into  their  veJGfels,  and  made  off  in 
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o-reat  confufion.  When  they  had  got  a  little  way  from 
the  Portuguefe  fleet,  the  fignal  was  then  given  in  the 
city.  Moft  of  the  Portuguefe  who  happened  to  be  in 
the  town  were  barbaroufly  murdered ;  twenty,  how- 
ever, took  fhelter  in  Roderick  Araugio's  houfe,  and 
Francifco  Serran,  who  happened  to  be  afhore,  having 
got  a  boat,  made  his  efcape  alfo. 

Sequeire  fummoned  a  council  of  his  officers  on  this 
occafion  •,  fome  were  of  opinion,  that  this  injury  ought 
to  be  revenged  immediately  :  that  all  the  mips  in  the 
harbour,  except  the  Chinefe,  ought  to  be  burnt,  and 
the  city  to  be  battered  with  their  cannon.  This,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  conveniently  done,  for  many  of  the 
Portuguefe  had  been  killed  by  the  Malaians,  and  two 
of  their  long-boats  alfo  taken.  Befides,  it  feemed  ne- 
cefTary  that  lome  accommodation  mould  be  entered  in- 
to, in  order  to  procure  the  liberty  of  Araugio,  and 
the  Portuguefe  with  him.  But  the  Bendar  being  afraid 
that  Sequeire  mould  enter  the  harbour,  went  to  Arau- 
gio, and  allured  him  of  protection  from  all  injury.  The 
king  alfo  fent  a  mefTenger  to  Sequeire,  telling  him  that 
the  late  outrage  had  been  committed  without  his  know- 
ledge ;  but  he  promifed  to  punifh  the  authors  thereof 
in  the  fevered  manner.  He  invited  him  into  the  city 
to  fee  thofe  villains  fuffer,  and  allured  him  he  would 
behave  to  him  in  the  moft  friendly  and  hofpitable  man^ 
ner:  and  on  condition  he  would  enter  the  city,  he 
promifed  to  releafe  Araugio  and  the  reft  of  the  pri^ 
foners.  Sequeire  in  anfwer  defired  him  firft  to  deliver 
up  the  Portuguefe,  that  by  fuch  an  act  of  kindnefs  he 
might  know  his  majefty  was  fincere  in  his  profelTions 
of  friendfhip.  The  king,  however,  refufed  to  comply 
with  this  requeft,  and  endeavoured  to  delude  our  people 
by  various  ftratagems.  Sequeire  therefore  thought  pro- 
per to  depart  before  the  fcafon  for  failing  was  quite 
elapfed  •,  and  accordingly  failed  for  that  part  of  India 
jying  within,  that  is,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Ganges. 
Jn  his  way  thither  he  took  two  mips,  one  of  which  he 
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burnt,  becaufe  of  his  fcarcity  of  hands.-  The  other  was 
foon  after  fhipwrecked,  but  all  the  crew  efcaped.  When 
he  reached  C.  Comorin,  he  was  informed  that  Almeidt 
of  whofe  party  he  had  been,  was  gone  for  Portugal, 
and  that  Albuquerque  was  the  prefcnt  viceroy.  Se~ 
queire  was  afraid  of  his  refentment,  and  therefore  fail- 
ed for  Portugal. 


The  End  of  the  firft  Volume* 
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